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Before we discuss SDGs, lets have a look at the MDGs.



What were the MDGs?



BACKGROUND: 

In September 2000, 147 heads of state met at the United Nations
(UN) headquarters—the largest such gathering ever—to resolve
action on the most pressing problems of humanity and nature.

Numerical targets and deadlines were set to measure performance
in a large range of topics like poverty, disease, education and
gender.

Pakistan is one of the signatories to the MDGs and committed to
their implementation till the year 2015.



Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger: 

Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a 
day

Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 

Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary 
schooling

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower 
women 

Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education 
preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015



Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 

Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children under five

Goal 5: Improve maternal health 

Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
diseases 

Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS

Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major 
diseases



Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 

Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country 
policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources
Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to 
safe drinking water

Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 million slum 
dwellers, by 2020

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development



What are the SDGs?

The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to
achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. They
address the global challenges we face, including those
related to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental
degradation, prosperity, peace and justice. The Goals
interconnect and in order to leave no one behind, it is
important that we achieve each Goal and target by 2030.









The 17 SDGs are integrated—that is, they recognize that action in
one area will affect outcomes in others, and that development
must balance social, economic and environmental sustainability.

https://sdgintegration.undp.org/


Through the pledge to Leave No One Behind, countries have
committed to fast-track progress for those furthest behind first.
That is why the SDGs are designed to bring the world to several
life-changing ‘zeros’, including zero poverty, hunger, AIDS and
discrimination against women and girls.



Everyone is needed to reach these ambitious targets. The
creativity, knowhow, technology and financial resources from all
of society is necessary to achieve the SDGs in every context.



Within these SDGs one of the important point that defines that
women and girls, everywhere, must have equal rights and
opportunity, and be able to live free of violence and
discrimination.



Women’s equality and empowerment is one of the 17
Sustainable Development Goals, but also integral to all
dimensions of inclusive and sustainable development.



In short, all the SDGs depend on the achievement of Goal 5.
Pakistan is also one of the signatory and ranked 122 on the SDG
index of 157 nations compared to Bangladesh’s 120 and India’s
116 position, according to July 2017 results



The Pakistan Scenario: Some Facts 
and Fears

The Government of Pakistan recognizes that economic growth is
not an inexorable process, and that growth does not translate
automatically into poverty reduction.

This challenge of creating a ‘balanced development’ that
results in both high economic growth and social development is
recognized as the key challenge facing Pakistan.



The Government says it is aware of the challenges it faces and is
taking a number of measures to this end.

A key challenge for the government is maintaining and sustaining
the robust economic growth and at the same time focusing
specifically on social development indices.



Other threats include high inflation, public sector expansion and
the declining trends in investment, agriculture and trade.

These present major challenges to promote sustained growth and
sound social development.

To translate growth into sustainable employment and reduction of
poverty is, therefore, a challenge that requires attention in major
sectors influencing growth (and poverty) such as agriculture,
health, education and small and medium enterprises



Economic development is not adequately reflected in its social
indicators. In addition, growth does not translate automatically into
reduction in poverty and reduction in inequality.

Pakistan’s public expenditures on human development are low by
international standards and are approximately 4 percent of GDP.

But total public and private expenditures amount to more than 8
percent of GDP i.e. twice what the public sector spends17.



In line with the Perspective Plan and the PRSP (in which targets
have been aligned with MDG targets), the most pressing
challenge for the MTDF is to make rapid progress towards
poverty reduction, defined in relation to the MDG target for this
purpose.

The Government claims that some progress has been made
towards most of the MDGs. Despite these claims, in most areas
the overall rate of progress is not enough to be on track to meet
the 2015 MDG targets.

But the Pakistani Government says it remains committed to
achieving these targets.



Significant additional resources and effort will be needed to deliver
the substantial improvements in progress.

The country’s continuing deficits in human development also lead to
emerging issues as there are concerns that the benefits of the
economic growth may not trickle down to the poorest—who are most
vulnerable to internal and external shocks and imbalances.

Concerns for improving governance, strengthening,  decentralisation 
and promoting people’s participation are therefore foremost 
priorities for the Government 



Women and SDGs

There is a need to make the SDGs more responsive to gender 
equality and integrate implementation of the BPFA 1995, 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) and other related International 
Commitments.

Each of the 17 goals needs to be met with a right-based 
approach, making women equal partners in developing and 
implementing process.



It is imperative to look at the reasons of drop outs and link it to
not only cultural and tribal customs but essentially to poverty.

Education for all, specially women may help eradicate extreme
poverty

Women’s health issues-from malnutrition, reproductive health
rights, to HIV/AIDS are also linked to poverty, lack of awareness
and education and violence against women

In our context, existing discriminatory laws are a great impediment
for women’s development and MDGs cannot be achieved without
eradicating them.



• There is need to bring in gender equality and sensitivity in 
all our planning and all developmental policies like CEDAW, 
MDGs, Poverty Reduction Strategies, from the small to big 

projects. And this needs to be monitored.

• While the world debates over reaching the targets and lack 
of women-specific targets, most of the Pakistani women are 

not even aware of what MDGs stand for.



In Pakistan, on the one hand physical infrastructure is
expanding and is getting strong (building of roads, tunnels,
dams etc.) while on the other hand the number of people
living below poverty line is increasing. On the one hand an
increasing number of people is using internet, PCOs and
other facilities and on the other there is a growing disparity
between the haves and have nots.

Women continue to be the most marginalised section in
many areas

Role of Media in reporting 
progress on the MDGs 



Though media is expanding and we now have a vibrant and free
media with hundreds of FM radio channels, television networks
and news publications, when we monitor the media on
commitments made by our Government on SDGs, and how much
work has been done on it, there is not much to analyse.

Political debates, happenings, war on terror, charges of corruption
take up most of the media space and time, leaving very little to
discuss issues like B+15, SDGs or National Plan of Action.

Media very seldom reaches out to the masses and its focus
continues to be on politicians and urban elite.



There seems to be no clear-cut mechanism for involving
people’s and specially women’s participation in planning,
implementation, definition of needs, and sharing of benefits.
Many a times it is observed that involvement of women is
almost non-existent in media mobilization campaigns.



There is a lack of gender-sensitive communication systems to
disseminate information, education and public-awareness
programmes and the necessary support for women to engage in
the process of development and empowerment.



These are some of the questions that our national, regional 
and local media should be answering:

➢ How is Pakistan performing on SDGs? 
➢ Is it ‘on track’ to achieve the SDGs? 
➢ Why are some countries performing well and not others?
➢ Do the media also report on the Human Face of SDGs by bringing forward 

coverage on:
➢ What do SDGs mean for people, specially the marginalised? 
➢ What is the role of civil society?
➢ What are the success stories heading towards 2030? 
➢ Who are the key players driving forward change and what are they doing?
➢ What changes are needed to meet the 2030 target? 
➢ Are women an equal partner as receivers and implementers



Some Suggestions

All development and poverty alleviation programmes should be
structured as national programmes, branching out into provinces
and communities. This is essential to promote that we are one as a
nation and dispelling feelings of deprivation and injustice.

There has to be political will and commitment to take development
messages forward, and also to be participatory. All stake holders
must be on-board, from government and donor bureaucracy to
CSOs and NGOs. There has to be firm belief that MDGs are just not
programmes/projects, this is a movement and a wholehearted
commitment from all the segments of society is much needed.



They should be structured as Pakistani programmes or
programmes for Pakistanis, not government of Pakistan’s
programme. The former has ownership/voices and concerns
of all groups, especially the marginalised one, while the latter
approach is top-down, very bureaucratic and most of the
times ad-hoc approach.



Women and SDGs? How to bridge 
the information gap?

Any and all development planning must consider the social,
political and economic inequities prior to the designing phase
and consider the longer-term goal of sustainable and equitable
development. In order for real transformation to take place,
gender must be carefully considered among the countless
social variables in the equation.

For SDGs to mean anything for women in Pakistan, they must
first be informed of what these terms mean?



Let’s focus on

Mobilizing Media at Federal, provincial and district levels
(including informal media at district level)

Focusing on Language barriers/constraints. While Urdu is the
national language and does serve as a link, people in all four
provinces are more responsive when communication is in
their own language and dialect.



Exploring Traditional modes of communication in addition to
modern technology. Interactive theatre, radio, interpersonal
modes of communication should be used for communication.

Understanding that we are a segregated society, so we should
keep in mind the various strata of society. An effective media
strategy has to be a broad based strategy giving space to various
segments



like women, minorities, youth/children and also keeping them
in one loop

Using of radio and informal messages through cell phones
(Pakistan has one of the largest tele-density in Asia)

Reminding ourselves that all targets for SDGs have to be met by
2030, can we do it without engaging our women who are half
of our population?



REMEMBER

“Human development cannot 
occur when the choices of half 

of humanity are restricted”



THANK YOU! 


