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With each new diary, Uks continues to further solicit our readers’ interest and
enthusiasm by presenting the media’s take on the theme of the year. Digging out
material from archives, including press clippings, and working towards obtaining the
latest info, we aim to provide a comprehensive and holistic collection of news and views
on the stated subject. Compiled data is closely scrutinized, including an analysis of print
and electronic media designed to research how the media has projected or portrayed a
particular theme. Conversely, critical issues neglected by the media yet relevant, even

_ crucialtowomen’sissues are also considered as themes for the Uks diary.

“‘Honour’ Killing” in all its hideous manifestations has, therefore, been chosen as the
theme for this year’s Uks desk diary. While the entire diary will give you a look into the
pastand present of the theme, gathered from the print media, readersmay question the
fact that the focus of the editorial for this diary is the local entertainment industry vis a
vis television plays. However, years of monitoring the media has clearly shown that the
entertainment media, as much as news and current affairs reportage and opinion, has
played an important role in influencing society as well as in reflecting the various shades
ofthe social fabric,

The entertainment media is immensely popular among all shades of opinion of all
generations across the nation. This popularity could also have become pivotal in
bringing progressive ideas to the populace. However, for reasons best known to the
producers and other vested interests, television plays, with a tiny exception, have
become increasingly regressive, even frighteningly so where women are concerned.
Where male characters are often shown as individuals in their own right, women are
invariably categorized solely as mothers, daughters, sisters, wives. Women are not
depicted as individuals, that is, human beings who wish to explore and reach their full
potential, but as accessories, if not commodities, that simply exist to accommodate the
male members of family and society. The role of women in almost all these plays is
relegated to being homemakers; and working women are shown to be incapable of
being ‘good’ mothers and wives.

With a large percentage of Pakistanis being illiterate, and at best semi-literate, the
dearth of libraries, and other options for gaining knowledge being severely limited,
people often acquire their idea of the ideal from television plays. Unfortunately,
obscurantist ideas abound; girls should have only one aim in life, to marry and bear
children. Polygamy is also being widely promoted with no consideration for the legal,

' social, emotional and economic issues involved in multiple marriages for each wife and

the husband. Unmarried women are invariably portrayed as a ‘burden’ on their parents
and brothers who treat them as temporary guests in their own home. Generally, girls
and women are valued only if they are expert cooks, tailors and homemakers. Women’s
intellectual, professional and artistic abilities gain no credit; at best, the role of a female
doctor or teacher is the sum total of their prowess - although professional women are
usually projected as being unfit mothers and wives. Has the lead role of any play been a
female mathematician or engineer for example? One who contributes to society and



humanity, as well as her family? Have the writers and producers of television plays never
heard of so many known and unknown women in their field who beautifully fulfil the
roles of professionals, contributing to society and the nation, as well as in their private
roles and relationships?

It is essential that writers, producers and directors comprehend the damage the }

retrogressive role-playing depicted in these dramas is doing to various strata of society,
especially the illiterate, who are already at the mercy of ill-qualified purveyors 01:
tradition and religious dogma. Directly at stake is half the population of this country, the
women and girls, and indirectly, every single Pakistani. Women are a part of saciety,
what impacts on a woman will also affect those around her. Awoman who has found the
opportunity to utilize her talents in her field of interest, one who has fulfilled her
aspirations, and remains a free and independent thinker, contributes much to the well
being of society. Thus, positive portrayals of women achievers in various fields, who
deserve respect and support for their efforts, would have a constructive and affirmative
influence on the audience,

Not only is the storyline of most plays aimed at reinforcing the inferior status of a
female as opposed to a male, but dialogue is constructed so as to support this
contention. Girlsand women are told that the “honour” of the family lies in their hands
alone, that their needs and wants are subjectto the agreement of male family members,

that to be considered worthy they must sacrifice their aspirations and interests at the

altar of male superiority. Commonly spoken dialogues aimed only at female relatives
are, ‘youare the ”honour” of the family’, or ‘women are born to sacrifice and their aim in
life is to enable their men to achieve their dreams’, etc. - giving men the message that
limitations and sacrifice are only for women and any perceived violation must be
punished, even by death.

Along with this hammering message are issues of violence against women within the
home (domestic violence) where images of men hitting and slapping and abusing
women are viewed as acknowledgement of male superiority, to be emulated by male
audiences.

The concept of “honour” has been exclusively intertwined with the males of a family.
Strangely, the honour of a woman is not violated, no matter what her male relatives see
fitto do, so why should a man’s honour rest on awoman? Such age-old concepts hold no
justifiable basis and propagating them through the media for the sake of ratings is
unbelievably ignoble and completely unacceptable to everyinformed mind.

Television plays produced during the ea rly years of Pakistan TV are still remembered
for their positive projection of women; now we find pining, fainthearted, sacrificial
lambs that go to the slaughter without a whimper. We must ask ourselves why this is
happening, and we must work together with producers, writers, and other members of
the media to climb out of this pit of female degradation. Women deserve better, and
they need to speak out NOW to put a stop to this decay.

The consistently anti-women approach in most television plays poses a serious

challenge with viewers often being brainwashed by the misogynist messages imbued
within the stories. For many in the audience, what they see on TV is simply a reflection of
the real thing—like looking in the mirror—and their own behaviour changes
accordingly. Thus, more and more women are denied the right to education and
training, the right to choose a life partner, even to access public spaces such as parks,
markets, and workplaces.

At Uks, we have sought to find ways to counter this deterioration in standards. We
need to be proactive in containing and eliminating offensive text and graphics served up
by the media in the guise of television plays and ingested by an unsuspecting public. In
the absence of a corrective exercise, such content can prove to be a major destabilizing
factor in establishing harmonious male-female relations in every sphere of life.

To this end, we feel the first step towards positive change is identification and
recognition of anti-women, misogynist words, terminology, expressions, etc. whose
negative connotations become clear when examined in the light of gender sensitive and
gender balanced narrative. Along with recognition of such terminology we must call for
a united effort inclusive of all those involved in the production of such content to do
away with such means of expression, and initiate a conscious, concerted effort to utilize
gender neutral and gender sensitive material and adhere to Uks’s gender sensitive Code
of Ethics, which all the Pakistani media has owned and endorsed.

With the explosion of different forms of media, individuals in diverse corners of the
country and the world are being bombarded by information through multiple channels,
not all of which is conducive to well being but all of which certainly leaves an impression.
It is to our mutual good, therefore, to acknowledge this truth and endeavour to put
forward positive content where possible. Television plays can and do impact viewers,
often leaving subliminal messages that continue to affect an individual’s perceptions
long after the play has ended. Positive and realistic perceptions garnered from non-
stereotypical, diverse versions of gender sensitive material will generate a healthy and
inclusive ambiance within society that benefits all humanity.

To this end, and as many readers will already be aware of the Women’s Media
Complaint Cell established by Uks, presents a viable avenue for joining in this effort to
abolish anti-women material and statements from the media. Please do visit the Uks
website to convey your views and ideas and share your discomfort at the manner in
which women are generally portrayed by the media, especially in television plays. Be a
voice to be heard via the Media Cell, as collective action brings greater recognition.
Every single Pakistani can play a role in this campaign and positive change will surely
come. Each additional complaint lodged with the Cell will help Uks take the case forward
to a future of quality media content, and diverse, balanced, sensitive gender portrayal,
resulting in relevant, interesting, and realistic media content for audiences,

Have a safe and happy New Year!
Tasneem Ahmar



Why must the word “honour” in “honour killings”
ALWAYS be in quotes?
Tahira Abdullah
The reason is not hard to comprehend ~ in fact, the title of a 2005 article sums it up:

“honour” killings in Pakistan: what “honour”? whose “honour”? [brief excerpts
appended]

For the past 36 years of the current women's movement in Pakistan (as distinguished

from the movement for rights and political independence, in which our South Asian &

grandmothers and mothers so enthusiastically participated during our colonial and
post-colonial past), we have been struggling for effective legislation in all spheres,
paying particular attention to violence against women and girls (VAWG).

Within VAWG, we have focused on so-called “honour” killings (sic), with widespread
activism and awareness-raising, including research-based evidence compilation;
drafting and advocacy for effective laws and their enforcement, with legislators and
policy-makers; and with the police and judiciary. Also, through public demonstrations,
vigils and rallies; seminars and conferences; media sensitization (including the Uks Code
of Ethics,* which is endorsed and owned by both the print and electronic media
houses); and, most importantly, working directly with men and women of grassroots
communitiesinthe rural and urban areas..

Since 2004, the Sindh High Court and thence repeatedly the Supreme Court of Pakistan
have declared Jirgas and Punchayats to be unconstitutional and illegal entities, which
must not be permitted by the federal and provincial governments to continue to
function (albeit informally) as a parallel adjudicating body, through the absolute control
of feudal and tribal chiefs over their rural peasants, workers, bonded and “pledged”
labour in modern day slavery. The law enforcement agencies were ordered not to
permit the convening of such bodies, nor to allow their illegal orders to be implemented,
including “honour” killings. But they continue unabated —with impunity.

Pakistan's leading legal experts, led by the renowned lawyer, Shahla Zia, drafted a
strong Bill against “honour” killings and presented it to Parliamentarians and the
Ministry of Women's Development (MoWD — now defunct). Civil society activists
advocated and lobbied for it, but by the time it was vetted and approved by the MoWD,
the Law Ministry, and the Standing Committees on Women's Development in both
Houses of Parliament, it was diluted and changed almost beyond recognition. And that
flawed version was enacted by Parliament in December 2004 — Pakistan's first law
against “honour” killings.

The main loopholes then were the family's “forgiveness” and “compromise” clauses;
and such killings not being defined as a crime against the state, which would make the
state the guardian (wali) of the victim, thereby ensuring the crime being registered,
investigated and prosecuted — with eventual conviction and sentencing by the judiciary
—without family “pardon”.

Thus, we continued our struggle for an amendment. There was reference to “karo kari”

(which goes by different names in different languages and regions of Pakistan) in other
pro-women laws enacted between 2004-2013, but the glaring lacunae in the 2004 law
were not removed.

In 2014, PPP Senator Sughra Imam tabled a fresh Bill in the Senate, but it was on no
one's priority list. So our pressure continued. Finally, the PML(N) tabled a much-diluted
and modified version of the Bill in 2016 and got it passed ata Joint Sitting of Parliament.
But this is not enough. There are still flaws in the law — and they may even have
increased with some of the changes in the draft Bill (described in several pieces towards

| the end of this diary).

For preventing Dishonour Killings, a number of steps are required on an urgent basis,

" e.g. repealing the existing discriminatory laws; removing VAWG/GBV crimes from the

purview of the Qisas and Diyat law, which acts against the enforcement of the Anti-
“Honour” Killing laws (2004 and 2016); abolishing all forms of Jirgas and Punchayats (by
whatever name) —since they have been declared illegal and unjust parallel ADR systems
by the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Further, it must be recognized that no law can be effective or enforced without
strengthening police capacity; increasing the number of women in the LEAs, particularly
in senior positions; building police capacity to comprehend the laws and to diligently
register, investigate and prosecute crimes against women; and, instead of increasing the
number of women-only police stations, establishing a 24-hour women's police help
desk at all police stations all over Pakistan.

All the LEAs, senior and junior police cadres, prosecution lawyers, medico-legal
examiners, and all tiers of the subordinate judiciary need in-depth training on the pro-

» women laws enacted over the past 16 years, and sensitization on how to deal with

cultural “rationalization”, e.g. “sudden and grave provocation”, concepts of “honour”,
and otherillegal “justifications” for dishonourable killings.

Urgent reforms are required in our education curricula, textbooks and teachers'
training manuals, to inculcate in our children the concepts of respect for women and
girls, minorities, TGs and PLWDs — concepts of dignity, honour, human rights, equality,
justice and non-violence.

There is no such thing as an “honour” killing (ghairat kay naam par gatl). Itis quite
simply a Dishonour Killing (bay-ghairati ka gati) and a murder. Itis a heinous crime, not
just against the victim, but also against the State — for which there must be no impunity,
and no tolerance or acceptability of the concept of “forgiveness” —no “compromise”, No
“waiver”, no out of court “settlement” (financial or otherwise), or any other legal
loophole. Justice must be done —and must be seen to be done too. The victim is dead,
but society s still alive—orisit? Therein liesthe answer to the title question.

Our message to all past, present and future Dishonourable Killers is: “Our HONOUR is
NOT in your hands, your body, or your mind. Our honour is also not in our badies, which
you seek to control by brute force or by killing us. Our honour isinherent and intrinsic; it
resides in our minds, hearts and souls, where you can NEVER reach; and which you will
NEVER control”.

*file:///D:/Documents/Uks/Code%%200f%20Ethics%20Final. pdf
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| honour” killings in pakistan: what “honour”? whose “honour”?
| Tahira Abdullah :

|
| The journey of my life
| From home to graveyard —
Like a dead body
| 1 weigh heavy on the shoulders
| of father, brother, husband, son,
| Ba{hsd In the name of religion,
i Nailed to fhe' coffint in the name of traditions,
| I am buried in the graveyard of ignorance.”

n spite of Constitutional guarantees of gen i i i i |
| I bt < gender equality and special affirmative action provisions for women,' ‘l

in i i
ty stan is obvious and well documented, not only by the indigenous women's movement,
| (GoP).2

| Itcould is bei i

| 'human?: ;g;eg ct;x:t thl_e goP G:s being forced to recognise this, in view of the recent and increasing interest in the
| r::\mn (:;th ::f aggn:nr by the United Nations (UN), the exteral donor agencies and the global

. _ . : ther, ore pressing factor is that the govern i

| manifestations of gender injustice at the national level. : Sl et 'i

| There are j frigg i

| high Jeueismo?r:gofiziﬁ- ‘:;he oppression of the vast majority of Pakistani women, stich as a lethal mix of poverty;

| tamily structures; discrilmin;?grefs'ﬁ Spcit?-cultural. Irerrgrous and traditional tribal and feudal norms; patriamhal.
driven macro-economic pol o1y legisiation; negative impact of military-led and Intemational Financing Institutions

| basvand etk hgal:;i‘esdon soclal-sector services,* particularly on women and girls' food security, nutrition
b siyess amco@ i education and vocational skills training; lack of formal and remunerative emproymem'

| 88. These result mainly from the still-prevalent norms of veiling and seclusion of women and

gender segregation; lack of mobility, decisi i i
: : ity st i
| lack of awareness or information on rights and Ln;;:gs‘auﬂmrlw R T o

| Ofth : :
| 54 imi)s;:?l::nc:;:rf:‘a;:‘gﬁv:mqe against women is perhaps the most horrific and intolerable, since on one level,
| unwanted pregnancy ,esuf,’m f njury, 8.9. battery, acid throwing, stove-burning, or organ dismemberment, to
| the emational trauma and g from rape or gang-raps, to death from so-called ‘honour killings. On ancther level,
| tiomel sheie and i n;nintq! snar_s remaln fqr life with the survivor, quite apart from and in addition to the
| her entire family Moy such“vjc“:"h Which the survivor of violence against women is doubly victimised, along with
i. subjected to rape or gang-rape. {Ms are subsequently cast off by thair familiss, especially those who have been

| it
| Itisan
IS an unfortunate fact that not a great deal has changed over the past decade and a half in the situation of women

| . “Jaumay", Attiya Dawood (1835), p. 19
; ::Lmégﬁ 34 and others in the Consfitution of 1973, Inguiry
i :Jg[:r:z.“:;rsé:ﬁ.’;llﬁmrm National Report o the Fourth Worid Confersnce on Wormen, Beiing (1985), (i) OnGon dm{
| Py e et F.\lcuan Working Group cn Women amd Development for the Ninth Five-Yaar Plah, GoP (18871, (V)
mpowarmant of Women (2002), (v) Report of the Working Group on Gender and Devalopment for the Tanth Five-Year Pian

i ; ; :
| national and intemational academicians and researchers, but also increasingly by the Government of Pakistan ’

; éMaMTamesm\xmnr Frarmework, 2005-10), GoF (2004),
|_ sgocuadl\fl_‘.s International Monstary Fund and the World Bank,
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| two major arteries of Islamabad — Jinnah and Constitution Avenues, Conservative estimates put the number at

| around 5,000 demonstrators, which was unprecedented for Islamabad. The CAGAHK statement issued on the
! oceasion includes a list of ten demands pertaining to the clauses, which were changed in the GoP's version of the

| Bill regarding ‘honour” killings.®

The CAGAHK campaign used varied means for mass mobilisation to raise awareness and to reach out to the
majority of citizens, especially those in the rural areas, who remain unaware of both the issue and its legal
| ramifications. These included participation in the public and private electronic media — both radio and television
| talk shows and pane! discussions; sending a number of statements to the print and electronic media; cataloguing
| and compiling statistics on ‘honour’ killings {by AGHS and HRCP, Lahore); preparation of banners, placards,
| fiyers; and the publication of a booklet by AF. =
|

| Meanwhile, women's rights activists lobbied hard to get resolutions against ‘honour’ kiflings passed in the Provincial
Assemblies and the NA. As a result, the Balochistan Assembly did pass a unanimous resolution condemning the
practice of ‘honour’ killings and calling upon the federal government to enact a strong law against it. A similar
resolution was almost passed in the Sindh Assembly, but it fell victim 1t procedural wrangling and disputed
ownership. A similar fate befell the resolution which Ms. Mehnaz Rafi and Mr. Minoo Bhandara moved in the NA.
| The drafter of the original Bill, Ms. Shahla Zia, managed to obtain a copy of the official Bill, as tabled in Parfiament.
She wrote a strong critique of it,* which formed the basis of the above-cited booklet published by AF. It also
formed the basis of the four statements which CAGAHK issued between October and December 2004, before and
after the passage of the official Bill in the NA and the Senate, and before the Presidential signatura (in January

2005), which completed the enactment process.

None of these and other civil society statements received any attention from the govermment, nor were their
| demands met, especially those pertaining to the need for {a) removing provisions for compoundability through
compromise and waiver,* (b) legislating the role of the State as walf (guarantor, guardian, heir), in order to register
| and prosecute ‘honour’ killings cases, and (c) expanding the definition of *honour’ killing in the Bill, to address the
! commonly permitted use of the pretext of ‘grave and sudden provoeation’ by the perpetrators,® despite its being
i no longer permissible after the promulgation of the Qlisas and Diyat provisions in 1990.
|

A recent update on the ‘honour' killings issue vis-a-vis Parliament: a puzzling event occurred on 1 March 2005,
when a Parliamentarian from the ruling PML-Q, Ms. Kashmala Tarig, sought to table and initiate debate in the NA,
| on an amendment to the official Bill, which was passed betwean October-Dacember 2004 by Parliament, and
which the President signed into law in January 2005. She had incorporated the demands of the CAGAHK into her
proposed amendment. Sadly, however, despite receiving vociferous support from some of the opposition political
| parties (such as the PPP), her own party colleagues strongly opposed her, along with the MMA — the religious
| right. It goes without saying that her amendment was rejected by a large majority. How ‘honour’ killings could
become a divinely ordained religious issue — and thus be sanctified beyond human interference — is beyond

comprehension.

While a blatantly flawed law has been legislated in haste, and without sufficient public debate, its operationalisation
and implementation remain unclear. The alarming statistics compiled by NGOs such as HRCP and LHBLA, as
well as daily newspaper reports, show an unabated — in fact, increasing — incidence of violence against women in
general and ‘honour’ killings in particular. With an inadequately trained and poorly paid police force, operating

| within the ruthless feudal and tribal milieu of the 68% rural population, and without substantive relief from the law
courts, it Is difficult to envision a positive outcome.

The queries in the title: ‘what "honour’?’ and ‘whose “honour™? thus will remain merely academic or philosophical
Issues, while thousands of Pakistani women and girls continue to be killed without compunction every year.

* CAGARK stalement dated 8 October 2004: Pemand for Strong and Effective Law Agains! "Honour” Killings
= Op. clt, AF booklet (2004), )
= Shahla Zia (2004),

* Popularly knawn as muafinama and raasinama

™ This pretext is often used by sections of the pofica and law cours
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Express Tribune — May 30, 2014

POLICE FAIL TO NAB KILLERS OF
WOMAN SLAIN OUISIDE LHCO

Women unite to take '‘honour' out of killing in Pakistan

Kathy Gannon
S0 MUCH divides twowomen who foughtin the battle to take the “honour” out of killing in Pakistan.
NaeemakKishwar shrouds herselfin a burka, showing only her eyes.

She belongstoad political party that has been linked to the Taliban.

And she comes from deeply conservative tribal lands where girls have been killed for going to school.

L Sughralmam sometimeswearsa scarfdraped lightly over her hair, but often her head is bare.

She belongs to a liberal party whose leader, Benazir Bhutto, the first female prime minister of this
predominantly Muslim nation, was assassinated by éxtremists. She comes from a prominent Pakistani
family and was educated at Harvard.
But at least one thing unites the two: they have spent their political careers fighting for women. Although
they have never met, and usually are on opposite sides of the aisle, Kishwar and Imam became unlikely
allies inthe battletopass a historic law to protect women from murder by members of their own families.
In this country with a complex legal system thatis a tapestry of Islamic Sharia law and British common
law, legislation passed decades ago has allowed many of those who kil in the name of family “honour”

togofree.

Innocent
A family's honour can be “tarnished” by something as innocent as sitting next to an unknown man, or
helping a friend elope with the man of her choice. invariably the “honour” of a familyistiedtoa woman's

chastity.
The law decrees that relatives of a murder victim can forgive the killer: they can even take money in
exchange for the killer's freedom. Human rights groups argued that in the case of “honour” killing, this
granted immunity to killers, because both victim and perpetrator are usually family members.
Hardline Islamic groups, however, defended forgiveness as areligious edict from the Qur'an.
| Butthe mood in the country began to shiftin the past year with the rise of socialmediaand a proliferation
of television channels featuring dramas #oout girls who find love and fight back againstsexual assault.
The new channels started covering “honour” killings, and Pakistanis grew outraged over a series of
grotesgue murders that happened with such regularity they could no longer be seen as isolated cases:
a daughter burned alive by her mother, a social media star drugged and strangled by her brother, a
tellenage girl ordered by a tribal council to be bound and burned like Joan of Arc for helping a friend
elope.
“There are changes in Pakistan,” says Imam. “Most of the people in Pakistan are young.
searching for change.”
After Imam became a member of parliament's upper house seven years ago, the poor who tilled the
land in her constituency in Punjab province started coming to her with stories of a man who had killed his
w1{et_aﬂer seeing her talking to another man, or of a brother who killed his sister for having “illicit’
relations.
“These were women whose names | didn't even know," she says.
“They had received no media coverage, and | thought: ‘how dowe protectthese vulnerable women?'”
She saw that the men who killed showed noworry of even going tojail.
“No one was ever afraid. They never felt they would be punished. Th
Imam says.
She insists that Islam's provision of forgiveness was notintended
The provision was meant to end feuds, “to bring peace. |t was not meant to be able
she says. "The law has been perverted.”
When Imam began to craft her bill three years ago, she wanted the killings removed from the Islamic law
known as Qisas and Diyat, which allows the farnily to forgive a murderer.
She spent hours poring over religious texts. The only solution she could find was to have killing in the
name o1 *honour” removed from Islamic law altogether, making it impossible to forgive the killer, even if
Eha‘sentence was death — the common penaity for murder in Pakistan.
| didn't want even the mention of forgiveness in the law,” she says. "l wante
name of 'honour' to know he could be sentenced todeath.”
Because her party was in the majority in the Senate, she did not need a consensus to get her bill
passed, But she wanted an agreement with the religious parties, because their support would make it
more likely that the police and judges would implement it.
She refused interviews on local channels, shunning pub!
she quietly negotiated with religious leaders.
Therewasa precedent. Pakistan's religious partie
passed its anti-terror bill. According to thatlaw, a culprit cannotbe forg
Imam, whose slight stature belies her tenacity, wore her fellow jawmakers down un

They are

ey knew they would be forgiven,”

to apply to premeditated murder.
to kill with impunity,”

d someone who killed inthe

licity that might have raised hackles. Instead.

s had made an exception once before when Pakistan
iven even if sentenced to death.
til finally they agreed



to her wording. Even senators from Kishwar's hardline Jamiate-Ulema-e-Islam Party were among the
Senate's 104 members who passed Imam's bill unanimously last year.

But the legislation never came to a vote in the more powerful National Assembly, dominated by the
Conservative Pakistan Muslim League, a traditional ally of the religious parties. Imam's bill was dead.
Itwould take an extraordinary moment in Pakistan's history, and help from Kishwar, to bring itback.
Kishwar's hometown of Mardan is in a deeply conservative region of Pakistan's north-west, where
women are rarely seen on the streets without the all-enveloping burka, and suicide bombers have killed
scores of people, many of them children, in attacks this year targeting schools, palice, a courthouse and
minorities.

When she was a child, Kishwar says, parents discouraged their girls from attending school, but she was
allowed to go all the way through to law schoaol. )

As a teenager she swore to fight for change, and when she was first elected to public office in the
provincial parliament in Pakistan's north-west in 2002, she advocated for girls' schools and colleges.
But women faced other problems. In her province, tribes have long abided by a custom known as
sarwar, in which families settle a dispute by marrying a young daughter to a rival family, often to a much
older man.

Kishwar, in politics for 24 years and now a member of the National Assembly, lobbied against the
practice, calling it an “inhuman custom”.

As aresult of her efforts, Parliament passed a law making sarwar illegal.

‘I have been raising my voice in the parliament for the rights of women, and | will keep doing it," she
says.

ButKishwar's activism is shaped by her strict interpretation of her religion.

She says Islam demands women cover from head to toe, and she adheres firmly to segregation of the
sexes.

Like Imam, she wanted “honour" killing punished, but unlike Imam, she defends at least some
forgiveness, saying Islam gives families the right to reconcile.

‘Because | wear this veil and love my religion doesn't mean | accept this,” she says of “honour” killings.
“No. Butit's complicated.”

The legislation proposed by Imam could be revived only if the government called a joint session of the
Senate and National Assembly.

That seemed unlikely until a heart-wrenching documentary about the murderous practice won an
Academy Award this year.

AGirlin the River: The Price of Forgiveness trained an international spotlight on the killings, and public
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Honour

PAKISTAN 15 a socicty
militate against the cthos of Istam and «
is the guestion of women s nghts A con
after a resolution imtroduced in the Senate 1
being discussed. The resofuton N QUESLION &

of the murder of Samia Sarwar in the affices of

with many I

Trs., allegedly by

members of her family unhappy wirth her desire ta remaury atter her previous
marriage with an abusive husband ended in divorce. The resolution had 10

be amended four tumes in grder t
was introduced 1n a watered down ver
called ‘honour killings’.
cussed after the leader ot the ANP in the

The resolution was pr

a get the support of 22 Scenators and then
sion in general terms condcmning so-
evented from being dis-
Scnate. Ajmal Khaunak. managed

to persuade the Chairman that this was a matter of the traditional honour

code of Pushtoons and shoul
the resolution found themsel
the move was scotched. The
an honour cude rooted in tribal trad

d not be taken up. Inexplicably. the movers of
ves in a dwindling minority of four. and thus
rule of the Scnators in secking refuge behind
itions has heen roundly denounced by

women's rights and human rights groups, arguing that the Scnators have
upheld these unjustificd murders of women in the name of tradinon. To

everyone s surprise thereforo,
and supported by even the! ANG
the very next day of a youmng w
home from an unhappy marriage
ANP members had 1o persuade Ajmal K

the same Senators, led by the Opposition PPP
> walked out in protest at another such case
oman killed by her uncle afier she returncd
with a man many times her senior. The
hartak to join the walkout after he

initially chosc o stay put. The reason for this volte-face by the ANP may be

related to the norice ftaken of the Senato
WWali. who is the party’s lecade
called a meeting of his party 1o
Senators” deviation from the pary’s policy

rs° stance by party chief Asfandyar
r in the National Assembly. Asfandyar hus
discuss what 1s being descrrbed a~ the ANP
: on the issue of women’s rights.

Islamn gives women the might to opt out of A marrage contract of their

own free will. This principle b

as also been uphcld in some ealightened

verdicts by the courts. On the eve of the new millenmum, Pakistan must be

seen 1o he (1 consonance not only with

s the enlightened views of Islam on

the issue. but also as having left behind the barbaric customs of a bygono

age. rooted in 1IgNOrance.

The Nation — August 5. 1999
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From Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR - A couple on the
charges of wlultery was seatenced
death by the self-made court of the
Tanzeem Iichad Ulema Qubail in
Buara, Khyher Agency, on Tuesday.

Belore implementing the ekecuting
decision of its court, the Shura of
Tanzeem ltichad Ulama Qabail has
confirmed the charges of adultery
against Mohammad Azun and Mst,
Panzeh alins Sheeno by their close
relutives. However, till implementa-
tion of the cxecution decision, no onc
was awure of the fate. The waman was
first shot dewd through kalastinikoy by
he executor of the Tanzeem while the
man was later. |

Brieling the mediaimen about hack-
ground of the case, 4 spokesman of
Tanzeem lwehad Ullaga (abail has
said that Mohammad A sam 15 son in-
luw of Mst Panzeb and they belong to
Rasakhel ¢lan of Mohmund tribe re-
siding in Nagumasn area near to Char
sada district. After entering into ille-
gal and inunoral sexual relutions, both
had Ned awiy some three years ago
and settled i Hasar Shahi arca of

Jalalabud, Afghanistan, In Hasar Sha-
hi they had arranged & puuriage ©
start legal relations with cach others,

However, duge 1o unrcsl across
the Durand Line. the couple re
turned to Sepah arca of Bara, Khy-
her Agency. some months ago The
relatives ol buth Mohammad Azam
Khan and Mst Panseh coming to
know their stay in tribal ancas, con-
tacted the stulwarts of Tansecm Ine-
had Ulema Qabail, Khyher Agency
Both were apprehended three days
agoand produced before the Tanzeem
Shura. The Shura in the light of wit-
ness account, recorded statements of
the accused brother and fiest husband
of the iceused woman. Later, the an-
nouficed death sentence Lo the couple,

The Tanzeem on Monday an-
nounced executing of the couple in
presence of the general public al Bura,
Khyber Agency, on Tuesday. Thou-
sands of people rushed o the site early
on Tuesday moming and at around
11.00 any, Amir of Tanzeem Maulana
Abdul Hadi appeared along with his
Shura memhers. They declared the
decision before a gathering of around
3IMK] tribesmen.,

tdg@th'/iTBara‘

Couple sentenced to

I.ater on Mst Panzeb alias Sheeno
was brought from the lock up of
the Tanscem belore a gathering
and she was asked o stand on feet
to a wall. The exeeutor of the Tan-
zech was given a green signal to lire
upon the woman He opened firing
with kalashinkov and the woman after
receiving five bullels on her back,
died on the spot. Similurly, accused
Mohammad Azam when brought to
the eaccunion site by the squad, he
came 10 know of his fae with witness-
g the body ul his wife on the ground.
He was released of chains and direct-
ed to ke the posttion near to the wall,
He fell un the ground aller receiv-
ing & single bullet and the remain-
g four bullets fired on the dead
rody

It was informed that Mst Paneeb
had lett five children with her first
hushand Masul Khan and now she
along with Azam Khan have left
wo more children, Azam was her
son in-law before entenng into illegal
relations with cach others. Later on
dead badies ol the couple wasboarded
in a truck and shifted 1w Nagumaan.
Charsala, for burial
The Nation — December 3, 1997
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“ These horrifi

AMNESTY'S three-month ol
campaign against “honour
killing™ has pot ¢come a day too
soon. Women grouips in Pakistan
have been protesting for quire
some time against the widely
prevalent practice of kalling girls
who defy customary norms in
marters of sex and marriage.
The induction of Amnesty
International in this movement
will no doubit lend weight ro it
and hopefully create a wide
impact. The fact of the matter is
that in this esseptially parriar-
chal suciety of mars there are not
many courageous souls who are
willing to raise their voices
agaiost the murder of women
carried out in the name of fami-
Iy honour, Had that not been the
case, as many as 226 women
would not have been killed in
the country in 1998 alone in acts
of honour killing.

Each such act is murder, pure
and simple, and though the law
recognizes it as such, mibal tra-
ditions still have such a strung
hold on society that quite often
the law itself gors siderracked,
making it possible for the killer
to remain uncaught and unpun-
lshed. The fact that such killings
do nor evoke the prompt
response which they should
from the authoriries is perhaps
even more shotking than the
crime itself. Even supposedly
liberal and progressive political
leaders and jurists are known to
condone such murders. They are
wsuslly treated ps nothing more
serious then miror tiffs between
two families in which outsiders
have no business to inrerfere. Of
course, if an influential person is
involved in such a murder case,
he uses his clout to prevent any
action against himsell

The time has come o put un
end to such violence against
women. It is paradoxical rhat
women who enjoy such 4 poor
status in society and have no
standing in the family should
become the facal paint of a false
and primitive concept of family
honour which they are expected
to uphold even ar the expense of
their own inclinatons and pref-
erences in marters of mamage.
This perception is nothing bur
another instrument of oppres-
sion of women who are treated
like the property of man with no

Dawn

onefir gs
tadug or will gi own, Even
ssive judges

: e that an adult
woman has the right to make
her own choice of parmer in
marriage, not many people are
willing to recognize and respect
this right. This becomes a major
1ssue when land, property and
the right of mberitance is alsa
invalved. This is an important
human tights issue, not just
because the right of life of
waomen is &t stake. Also relared
to it is the question of the eman-
cipation and empowerment of
women. Until it is conceded rhat
wumen have their own mdupen-
dent identiry and should not be
expected to follow the man's
bhidding even in matters which
concern them personally,
women will continue to fall vic-
rim to such hormific erimes and
social customs.

A two-pronged approach is
needed (v meke an impact.
First, there is the need to create
a general awareness about wom-
en’s rights and their status in
society. For long have the patri
archs in our midst treated the
female members of their family
as chartels, Women have also
submitred to this situation. It is
time to tell them that as respect-
ed and equal members of society
they also have rights of their
own. Men should know that the
time when they could treat
women as lesser beings held
hostuge to their own whims and
caprices 15 long  past
Concurrently, there is need o
lobby the government to make it
aware of its legal duty 1o treat
honour killings as crimes agaunst
women. [t should move against
the killers without the slightest
demur, apprehend them and
prosecute under the law, Strong
action in the matter will deter
many & future killer, It is to be
hoped that the women groups
and human rights activists in
Pukistan will join hands with
Amnesty to make the present
campaign lorceful so that it cre-
utes the desired impact. Let the
killers and the law enforcement
wuthorities know that they kill
the country’s honour and
destroy part of its soul every
time a woman is killed and the
murderer is allowed to go scot:
free.

September 25, 1999

These sava

CITING figures from &
report issued by the Human
Rights Commission of
Pakistan, a news item in
this paper mentions the
number of honour killings
in the country as exceeding
1,000 a year, The question
that needs to be asked is: in
the wake of the two-day
national human rights con-
vention held in Islamabad
last April, what steps has
the government taken to
hring down the incidence of
honour killings in the coun
try? Merely condemning
these killings as murder —
a5 Chief Executive General
Perves Musharraf did at the
conference — and stating
that they hive no place in
our religion or law is not
enough,

Firm action must back
good intentions il any dif-
ference is to be made to the
lives of thousands of women
— and even men — living in
mortal fear of being the
next victims of honour
killings or ather such horrif-
ic practices that are preva-
lent in all the four
provinces. The government
has to ensure that honour
killings are indeed treated
as murder and not con-
doned as crimes of passion
If lacunae exist in the rele-
vant law that make il possi-
ble to regard these killings
as anything less than mur-
der in cold blood then the
law must be amended as
has been suggested in the
case of Section 300 of the
Pakistan Penal Code.

Unfortunately, the task
facing the administration
6in this score is a difficult

ge
f‘cnm_-. The i
killings is not on€ That has
s0 far elicited much atten-
lion, or for that matter sym-
pathy, even in government
circles., This was amply
demonstrated when the sus-
pended Senate refused last
year to pass a resolution
condemning this mode of
murder in the wake of the
Samia Sarwar case where
the victim was killed at the
behest of her own family. If
this government is keen to
rectify matters and demon-
strate that it means busi-
ness, should it not move to
arrest those involved in the
murder of the innocent girl
and bring them to justice?
Is the administration 50
weak that it is unable to
stand up ro centuries of
primitive, horrific tribal
and feudal customs rhat
have, unhappily, left deep
imprints of twisted notions
of honour vn the minds of a
large section of the people?
Are the police and the
courts of law not brave
enough to examine the real
motives that lie hehind
these su-called honour
killings? In several cases,
these killings are ideal
cover-ups for other motives
that can range from land
disputes to other forms of
enmiry. Action against the
perpetrators of this barbar-
ic custom must be initiated
now, Otherwise, the state
itself will be responsible for
the rising incidence of this
heinous crime that is, per-
haps, the blackest of all
murks thai dot the country's
unenviahle record of human
rights.

September 22. 1999 4
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Dawn — June 1, 2009

‘Karo-Kari’
Claims 123 lives in 3 months

KARACHIL: As many as 123
persons including 93 women were
killed in Sindh in the name of
honoyr (Karo-Kari) since the start
af this vear. According to a survey,
some 33 persons including 24
women were reportedly injured
during the same period.

Every Year, in Sindh, Karo-Kari
claims thousands of lives in which

aman or a women is brutally killed
by their own close relatives
Among the other reasons,
marriage against the will of family
elders was the major cause of these
killing. In some cases it is
suspected that this

custom has been used to satisfy
some old enmily,

The News — March 24, 2000

Young boy,

women killed

ACHT Sept 26 (NNI)
0

KARS#
marricd woman wel

ah Gargej, itlso 20
. were Killed by Wazir AlL the
nd of the woman, with the help of
his brothers Saifal,

Shirheadn and Mumtaz Garej Friday at 12
pm. Muhammad Paryal. Brether ol Amna
brought the body to i
auk A there w
Oifficer, the dead body lay there for about
six hours,

=R 3
i T4 - -
in Karo-Kari . £
. Paryal, while talking to newsman said e =
shat g5 e a mirl of character, “She = =4 ‘g § .
n her prayers and considercd ‘ 2

Bokhari said at
her spoiise every
ry twenty

Teported

four rape cases

fore every sunset and
added ta police registers eve

ternational (AT) repart
hianour killings of girls ané

'htnonwwemh'm_m

A v as her brother because his
mother had breast

fiead bothof them. _

He said He said thut Azizullah hind filed a
case against Warir All, which is why he
played this inhuman dramato ﬁrt A
revenge. The Warah police have
registered s case bt oo arrest

wis made 1ill the fling ol this report:

PWA President Shahnaz
{east ome woman

30 miues, (w0

ISLAMARAD: Speakers

itled Pakistan:

i § A
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Women

Sir: According to a news report, the Jamaat-e-Islami has demanded
that the government impose a dress code for women in the NWFP, It is
sad to read that the Jamaat-e- Islami women MPAs cannot think
beyond putting women in veil, They say that university-going and
working women should be made to wear scarves and college girls
should be made to wear 'dupattas’. Why can't these women choose
what they want to wear?

There is no restriction on college girls and they can wear ‘dupattas’ if
they choose to do so. The same applies to university students and
working women,

worries

[ suggest that J1 and MMA MPAs and MNAs should focus their
energies on pulting an end to the injustices and problems (illiteracy,
honour killing, financial dependence and discrimination etc.) that
Pakistani women face, rather than focusing on trivial issues that would
only lead to more discrimination against women. Forcing women to
do something is wrong! Islam does not allow the forceful
implementation of anything!
FAWWAD SHAF1
Karachi

Daily Times — April 3. 2004
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Honour Killings

“Such a

ISLAMABAD, June 3: The Supreme pccain Shah of Jalalpur Pirwala, had  observed that the petitioner had not only

Court has held that honour killings yijed three family members of

killed Allah Ditta who had nothing to do
Nasreen Mai and Fayyaz Hussain but
law can in no circumstances be justified

luckily they both survived.

ct on the plea of

By Rafaqat Ali

i

', The court, after examining

t

the whole case, observed that it had desperate act and a blatant violation of

tried to justify his a

*honour

unjus

members of the accused who have o nf Syrriya alias Guddi. The petitioner  Nazeer Mai, He went on to kill Ms
deep into whether the honour killings 4 ppaq and his father suspected that on the plea of unbriddled sense of

could aot be justified on any ground, panzaor after suspecting him to be with the abduction of Ms Surriya but
especially the killing of those family j,olved in the kidnapping of his sister  also killed Ms Jewan Mai and Ms

observed that the court would not 0 ¢ome on record that convict Ghazanfar

role in dishonouring of any person.
writing for a two-member bench,

Justice Sardar Mohammad Raza,
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have
in the

all. In the

June 04, 2002

Dawn

gainst Manzoor. “It s not justified that  instant case, the two courts below have
The court further

family as the convict has almost done in

& g
Convict Ghazanfar Abbas, son of [jaz e instant case.”

o
hich 4 hergon, in the name of honour, should  not only imposed proper sentence but it

Abbas seekin
cath sentence on come gut to exterminate the whole was their duty to do so,

genuine. The court made these hoerved that if it was so the direct circumstances, that there exists no
anfar

were justified or not, but would only nfunsoor, son of Allah Ditta, had honour” Dismissing the appeal o
refer to the present case o determine if' b dyciod Ms Surriya, who had been  convict, the court observed: “We

three counts in an honour killing case.

filed by Ghaz

obseryations while hearing a petition 1 5iive should have been available mitigating circumstances at
rejection of lower courts verdict wl

the plea of honour killing was at all recovered from Karachi later. The court no hesitation in holding,

had awarded him de:
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Rooting out ka

WHLILE it is generally belie-
wved that a law banning honour
killings may just be round the
corner, the delay in its pas-
sage continues to haunt many
a potential victim of a barbar-
ic practice thar is prevalont in
all four provinces. The latest
case to be highlighted in the
press was that of a young
woman and a 50-yvear-old man,
both killed by the woman's
brother on suspicion of having
illicit relatons. The gory inci-
dent took place in the interior
of Sindh wherc the pracdce is
commonly referred to as karo-
kari. According to the HHTuman
Rights Commission of Pakis-
tan, last year there were
about 400 cases of karo-kari in
Sindh, and more than half the
victims were WOIT Er.
However, the actual figure is
likely to far exceed this statis-
tic as most cases of karo-kari
killings go unreported with
the police, who, in many
cases, are relucrant to enter-
tain charges. This has resulted
in an esrimated 70 per cent of
culprits going scot free. What
has not helped matters is the
deep-rooted primidve jirga

verdicts hav 5
of numerous unfortunate men
and women.

Although a recent land-
mark judgment by the Sindh
High Court banning jirga tri-
als might give potential wvic-
tims some reprieve, what is
needed most ar this point is a
change in an archaic mentali-
ty found in all echelons of
society with a more enlight-
ened ourlook. With the excep-
tion of a handful of human
rights actvisrts, there has been
little arttempt by society,

including opinion makers and g

politicians, to root out this
pervasive evil. Many in our
ruling elite have actually
been reluctant to discuss the
issue for fear of either under-
mining their own positions in
a feudal order or antagonizing
those elements that hold trib-

al aditions, however perni-

cious and primitive, sacro-
sanct. Taking effecuve politi-
cal action to eliminate karo-
kari will only be possible
when they realize that no tra-
dirion can be held superior to
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TWENTY-SEVEN vears

ourable Scnate im| Iy gegali

murder by invokil |¥ on

ago, a of Paki a

gualified gynaecologist of

Peshawar, conceived a child
which grew within her until,
nine months later, Samia
was born. She grew, was
married to a relative, was
unhappy, and four and a
half years ago the couple
separated.

Samia wished to divorce her hus
band, which angered her family.
She sought the aid and protection
of those well known lawyers, sisters
Ilina Jiluny and Asma Jehangir of
Lahore, valiant supporters of
human rights whose untiring efforts
deserve nathing but gratitude and

praise.

On April 6, 1999, whilst Samia
was in Hinu's office, her mother
armived accompanied by a man who
shot Samia dead. On their way out
the murderer fired ar the police
guard provided by the government,
The policeman fired back, the mur-
derer was killed, Asma, on her way
to the airpert to fy off to partici-
pate In & Human Rights Conference
ut Geneva, heard the news and
turned back. An FIR was filed
against Sumia’s mother, father
(Chairman of the Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry), uncle
and brother, all of whom Samia had
stated were a threat 1o her life.

50 far, bu case has been filed in
court in Lahore 85 the police claim
they are still investigating. In
Peshuwar, Samia's family retaliai-
ed, and engaged Barrisier Raacha,
the frequent 'one-line quotation’
correspondent to our press who has
been knuwn in the past 16 speak up
for human rights, Baacha filed an
FIR against the rwo sisters accusing
them of having abducted Samix.

Subsequently, Senator Igbal
‘Groavy' Haider of the FPP, sup-
ported by nincteen fellow Senators,
framed a resolution condemning
the horrific practice termed in this
couniry, on the eve of the 21st cun-
tury, us "honous killings," Inbal had
to amend the wording of the resolu.
tion four times, ey the supporting
Senarors' feet grew cold and the
majority of the honourable Upper
House vehemently opposed the res.
olution, Senator Ajmal Khatrak
claiming that when 1t is a quéstion
of ‘honour,' there Is no room even
for discussion. Chairman Rhodes
8cholar  Seasoned Flip-Flop
Waseem Sajjad unhesitatingly
ruled that there could be no discus-
sion on the marier. The resolution
was not tabled. Thus has the hon.

is, whose 2

25 1 had used *abusive language™
and “threatened him with dire con-
sequences,” claiming that his privi-
lege had thus been breached, The
Standing Committee of the
Narional Assemhbly on Rules of
Procedure and Privileges then sum-
moned me m appear hefore it

I questioned mysalf. There are
some 200 so-called *honourahle’
members of the assembly, each
capable of making & imilar unsub-
stantiated allegatinn) If they were
all 1o do so, can hundreds of dtizens
of Paldstan be d to appear

Blith paverty, hunger and

afe; um here roday solely
hecag® bi your concern as to
wh Ehwaje Asifl has heen
od threatened by me, as he
s in his frivolous privilege
an,

“2)  Have you taken into
account thar Khwaja Asif is o direc
tor of the defanlting Sialkot Deirjes
which is liable w return huge loans
te many banks, including the
ADBP, to which it owes many mil-
lions of rupees (last reporred figure,
some 60 million)? Have you taken
inte wocount the fact that Khwaja
Asif 15  man certainly not known
for the modesty of his verhal lan-
guage, hut renowned for his profi-
ciency in expressing himsell
through lus bady language whch is
hed even by his peers? Have

at their own cost and waste of lime?
Is this legal? I consulted my
lawyers. A letter was drafred ris-
Ing querics and guestions on & num-
ber of issues, and was sent off 1o the
committee secretariat. As I
received no reply, it was abvious
the commitiee had np answers, Bur
it persisted in summoning me on
succeeding occasions,

On July 31 I was honoured by a
visit from Ilahi Bakhsh Svomro,
Epeaker of the Natinal Assembly.
Why can't the committee answer
my questions? | asked, They will
remain unanswered, he responded.
He invoked the bonds of o sixty-
yearold friendship and requested
that Luppear before the committee.

On August 2, | received a notice
SUMMOning me to appear on August
6. That same evening the
Commissioner of Karachi called ro
tell me that the committee chair-
man had issued a wirrant ordering
that the Sindh government arrest
me and produce me before (he com.
mittee. | informed a relieved
Commissioner that | had already
decided to attend.

Honouring the request of my old
friend, 1 asked Barristers
Makhdoom Ali Khan and Khalid
Jawed to draft for me a statement
to be presented 1o the committee.
They did so, and it was then settled
and approved by Grandmaster Syed
Sharfuddin Pirzada

On August 6, befare the commiz-
tee's proceedings began, [ hunded
over this statement 1o the chajrman
requesting that it be placed nn
record, which he graciously did:

“1)  Had I been summoned by
4 Standing Committee of the
Nationel Assembly on an issue of
national interest aimed at benefit.
ing the public . large I would have
deemed it a matter of great privi-
lege. But, whilst the people remain

you taken into uccount that, to his
eternal shame, he has to his discred-
it u share in the storming uf the
Supreme Court of Pakistan on
November 28, 19977 Have you
taken into account that he has to his
everlasting discredit the commit-
ting of & physical assault upon the
former president of the Supreme
Court Bar Association, Advocate
Muhammad Akram Shaikh, within
the premises of the Supreme Court
on November 17, 1997, an assault
which caused his vicum bodily
herm? Before enquiring into his
privileges you might care to
enguire into the ubove incidents
and 2o as to how it is that o direc-
tor of a defauliing company was
elected to the National Assembly of
Pakistan,

“3)  Insofar as the allegation
of the breach of his privilege 1s con-
cerned, it is not only manifestly
untrue but far oo preposterous to
merit u serious reburtal,

"4} In my letter dated
December 5 1998 (copy attached
heretn), written in response to your
nutice, T raised the following issues
and gave derailed reasons for cach:

(1) Whether the privilege
claimed by the member and
allegedly breached by a citizen
legally exists?

“1f the answer 1o (i) is in the affir-
mative:

“{i1) Whether the conduct
amounning 1o an alleged breach of
privilege is provected by the consti
rutionally gusranteed fundamental
rights, such as the freedom of
sp ch and expression, or by some
other faw.

“If the answer to (i1} is in the neg
aTive:

“fiii) Whether there ls prima
facie evidence that such conduct
wl is otherwise nut protected by
any law was indeed commited

By Ardeshir Cowasjee .

“If the answer to (iii) is in the
affirmative;

“liv} Whether the enmmittee hag
the power (o summon a person for
an alleged breach of privilege for
which no prima facie evidence
exisis?

“II the answer to (iv) is in the
affirmarive:

“{v) 15 ir arlll desirable to sum-
mon the person to appear before
the committer, keeping in view our
democratic aspirations and the
desire to he a tolerant society gov-
ermed by the rule of law?

“5) My conclusion was that
no such privilege of a parliamentar-
ian which confers immuniry from
public criticism and scrutiny was
known o law, As for the commit
lee’s power to summon me, | have
nut been made aware of any law
which empowers it to so do,

“6)  The only response to my
detailed reasons was a letter dated
July 8, 1999, from the Secretarial
which baldly stated that the points
raised by me do not have any force.
No reason for this assertion was
gwen. This clearly proves that no
gnod reason exists.

“7y U your claim that you are
a civil court is accepred merely
because a resolution of the single
hnusa which sdupied the Rules of
Procedure so declares, then whar is
there (o prevent it from also declar-
ing the committee o be & criminal
court? What then is laft for the
eourts to do if you canfer upon your-
selves the power of the courts by
meuns of simple resolutions and
thus tamper with the liberty and
rights of the people? Surely you
cannot encroach on the judicial
power.

“8)  Let me categorically state
that I am not here todsy because of
any misconception about the validi-
ty of your summons or the legality
of the privilege claimed. T am here
because freedum of expression is a
fundamenral right, guurantesd by
the Constitution, which must be
deiended by me and which, I am
sure, will be upheld by yow™

The proceedings commenced, the
chairman announcing they would
be held ‘in camera’ (so they were, a
PTV camera man was present). A
purzhing decision, considering that
matrers of public interest were
urvolved. When all was over, [ was
informed that the committes would
consider whether Khwaja Asil's
privilege had been breached or not
One member, jumping the gun, sug-
gested that a date be fixed for the
nuxt hearing, This, the chairman
declined to do.

A marer of honour? Whose hon
onr?

.ugust 8, 1999




Karo-kari is alive and well

THE H’{.-_.H’A.-’\-.RIG:HTS_COM,-\-!'I.S'SIO-'\" HAS reported 91 cases of honour-killing or karo-kari in ie first
three months of 2005, This WAS expected after our parliament watered down the urhininaI draft Iz -"m' ]5
karo-kart and the religious parties sided with it. After 91 women and men were auacT{cd by th 'I%“'-:g"mib-l
0'?1_\." 27 cases were actually registered. Tt shows that despite all the pions noise made by us lfcm - r‘:Idlm&“
ftii»'c and well and is going on as usual. The victims were mostly from Sindh, but there v rast L.mr_- ] ‘m_g #
into Punjab, Balochistan and the NWFP too. - . b n
Shockingly, reports from the United Kingdom say honour-killing has caught on among the Musli ;

too. In the recent years the police in the UK has reported 123 deaths, This is evidence of "reLribu?' o Eh"CI ¢
the Muslim community if ever one was needed. The UK didn't have the discase; now ii.h' s, and ?hlfil'lin :'.1'
11‘_’5c:mw from the "mother states". Pakistan tragically provides the model for I.hi!s new ‘ial.\j'ié;bch'l‘\:; : r"‘I'LIM1
b]!:gge;L ;nhOCk is that a majority in the parliament in Islamabad thinks that honou.r-kiili.mz its‘..nm a ;mnli‘;:?ug ]1:
a 4 45 § sraech T e » » ] o 3 4 = :

diH:::u’I&;\:d:::’:::;]i:ll-l) taken the teeth out of the one PPPP draft resolution that would have effectively

Daily Times — May 4, 2005

TV serial ¢

Staff Report
LAHORE: Ajoka Productions has RIS bected of
W"' television serial on : '
honour killings, based on a true
wmeident that took place in & village

lWﬂSchmé D
ing 10 Daily Times on
Wednesday, Ajoka's  Shahid

r;ai?m told . ily Times on ;
esdgy that che serial, ' . i Productio
erial, o : £ A

T;kw,.ﬁb' 1 about honour killing. : i Khus;alpmwwk; also mﬂe:?r:-
. uh;o@mmmyum _ mmﬂn.Hsﬁaidth's-macome-

Wbamof has doubls s serial set in the walled city.

¢ his married sister. A scene from Khnshhalpura serial has been writien and
mh&rﬁadnemwgk{cws@ﬂu‘ directed by Mr Nadeem; the cast

?I.moé dupmynm mmw mu:ss DC that Hasan would produce him-  includes Nayyar ljaz, Ashraf

e of one  sell for amest after he had done his Khn,ﬂppu.frmuhmma

entered. They tld the  ‘moral duty’, which was to murder  Anita Kampher.

Daily Times — August 31, 200
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Drama on h

ISLAMABAD, March 29: Mahnoor is
ayoung girl with starry eyes filled with
dreams and 18 hlissfully in love with
Fareed, the son of a landlord in a
southern Punjab village.
All of a sudden, she is caught in a com-
plex web of vengeance and ancient
traditions in which she is inviting death
for herself as well as her lover in the
name of honour. Slie then decides to get
herself killed and protect die life of her
lover, However, three other women,
Gakina, Dai and Sardami. who in the
past had been victims of these ancient
black customs and traditions in the
name of protecting men's honour,
decide to save herlife.
They not only help the young girl and
her lover escape from the clutches of
sure death, but also revolt against the
system by standing up against their
menfolk and challenging their
autharity.
"The drama Maikoon Kari Karatnday
Ni Maam (They are killing me in name
of hanour O Mother!) was presented by
Ajoka Theatre, brought to the federal
capitel by Madiha Gauhar and Shahid
Nadeem.
The play was presented at the stage of
the Islamabad Club auditoriam, and the
spacious hall had never been full like it
was on Saturday evening.
People, many of whom under normal
circumstances would certainly not have
liked to be squeezed from all sides,
were eager to sit on the dusty carpet on
the steps between rows of seats.
Nobody wanted to miss the
presentation.
The audience sat in rapt silence with
eyes riveted to the stage where the
chain of events unfolded s0 naturally.
There were gasps of awe and dismay
from the crowd which was completely
taken in by the performers on the stage
and not a single soul stirred in the
audience packed in the auditorium like
sardines in a can. And deservedly, the
actorsreceived a standing ovation at the
end.
The drama was based on the same facts
which people so frequently read in the
newspapers, but few stir and raise a
voice of protest or resentment against
these ancient traditions and customs
that allow killing of women in the name
of honour,
The ugly custom is present under

ll]ﬁ"ﬂ[@ﬂl1!'.-1“1\3_‘5'Il'l:!l['ﬂl!:\'li!'\llcllilLITL"bl“l
the country. Unfortunately, these
customs are not confined to villages or
small towns in far-off areas where
illiteracy is always cited as a major
factor behind such ind- dents.

Incidents of honour killings are being
reported in the big cities like Karachi,
Lahore, Peshawar, Faisalabad, Multan,
Sialkot, Rawalpindiand many others.
Ajoka Theatre is striving lo create
awareness about this social menace 1n
the society which is abviously
patronized by the age old feudal
system. Madeeha Gauhar and Shahid
Nader-n along with their comrades
have been engaged in this 'Jihad*
against such black customs for almost
20 years now and have made a big
impact through their consistent efforts

onour killing staged

By Mobarik Virk

Shahid Mahmood Nadeem, the writer
of the play, said the long struggle of
Ajoka Theatre had started making an
impacton the society.
“] am pleased to see this erowd here n
Islamabad where we were certainly not
expecting such u response. This shows
our efforts are meeting with a certain
amount of success and we feel pleased
about this change.” Shahid Nadeem
said in his brief speechat the end.
Earlier, before the start of the play.
Madeeha Gauhar introduced the play
and highlighted the long struggle her
theatre group had been involved 1n 10
create awareness about such ugly
traditions in the society
Dawn — March 30, 2003




Bill against honour
killing soon: Rahila

KARACHI: Rahila
Tiwana, deputy speaker
of the Sindh Assembly,
said here on Friday that
karo-kari or "honour
killing" was"blatant
terrorism” and a bill
would be presented in the
assembly soon to get rid
ofthis menace.

She made the observation
while speaking at a
workshop on "Honour
killing of women:
Problems in the law and
changes required,”
organized by Aurat
Foundation, a non
governmental
organization.

She said karo-kari was a
sensitive issue and
members of the
parliament have the
responsibility to end this
men ace. 1 will present a
motion in the Sindh
Assembly soon," she
assured. She said women
were also facing black
laws like Hudood
Ordinance.

The former student leader
said a women's think tank
was on the anvil, which
would deal with issues
relating to the

exploitation of women in
any form. She said it was
unfair to hush up cases of
karo-kari through
compensation because it
saves the culprit. She said
there should be no
parallel law like the jirga
system.

She said when a woman
was considered equal to a
man as a voter, the same
principle should apply at
every plane. She said the
menace of karo-kari
affects men, women and
children equally. She said
it was high time to do
away with private jails
run by feudal oligarchy.
Shama Mithani, an MPA
of the PPP, said karo-kari
was a blot on Pakistani
society. She said an FIR
should immediately he
registered against persons
involyed in karo-kari and
prosccution and
punishment in these cases
should be in accordance
with the normal law.
Shumaila Nazar, an MPA
of the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement, said her party
was ready to lead a
movement against
honour killings.

Naila Inam, an MPA
belonging to the PML(F),
said the jirga system
helps the culprits
involved in "karo-kari."
She said in Sindh women
allegedly involved in
'karo-kan" were handed
over to feudal lords for
“protection.” in which
situation they were
actually sexually abused.
Afia Twig, a leader of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
said a cell against karo-
kari should he established
to contain the menace and
NGOs should he
empowered to deal with
the issue. Maryam Palijo
of Sindhyani Tehreek
said awareness was
necessary to combat
karo-kari and other forms
of discrimination against
women. Masroor Hafeez,
an official of the Millat
Party, said the feudal
system was responsible
for "karo-kari' and other
abuses against women.
Tanzeem Rizvi of the PPP
(SB) said unless the socio
econoinic system of
Pakistan was changed,
abuses like karo-kari
would thrive. Nighat

Honour

Killing

Mangi from the Sindh
Democratic Alliance
regretted an FIR in a
karo-kari case was not
registered without the
consent of the loeal
feudal lord. Sharifun
Nina, a PPP MPA, said
there should be a law
against domestic
violence.

Zia Ahmed Awan,
coordinator of the
Lawyers for Human
Rights and Legal Aid said
there were as many as 785
of karo-kari in
an in 2002, He said
1,474 women were
abused, 1.474 murdered
and 984 sexually abused,
while there were 175
cases where women were
burnt to death in 2002, He
satd the South Asian
Subcontinent was the
least gender-sensitive
region in the world. Anis
Haroon, director of the
Aural Foundation, said
karo-kari should not be
called "honour killing"
since it was a great
dishonour. She said it was
not a crime of passion but
a blatant murder.

Daily Times - April 26,

Provinces urged to enact laws

SUKKUR, May 5: The
Federal Government has
advised the provincial
governments of Sindh,
Punjab, NWFP and
Balochistan for
legislation that would
leave the courts with no
option but award
maximum punishment to
the accused involved in
honour killings. This was
stated by the chairman,
Parliamentary Human
Rights Commission
(PHRC). Riaz Fatyana,
while talking to newsmen

on Monday. He said that
in recent months cases of
Karo-kari had increased
at an alarming rate, and in
most of them innocent
women had fallen prey. It
was also discovered that
more than 90 per cent of
Karo-kari killings were
motivated due to money.
property or family
disputes, while the factor
of honour astonishingly
remained missing. Rias
Fatyana said that Prime
Minister Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali had taken

serious notice of the
large-scale Karo-kari
killings in Sindh, and
upon his directive 4
delegation of the PHRC
had recently come o
Karachi to ascertain facts
and to device a future
strategy.He said a women
think-tank was set up by
the Sindh government,
headed by the deputy
speaker, Sindh Assembly,
Raheela Tiwana, which

was assigned the task of

formalating
recommendations for

legislation against Karo-
kari. He said that the bill
would be soon presented
in the Sindh Assembly.
He stated that the
proposed amendment 1n
the law, however, could
make honour killings a
bigeer crime than murder.
Riaz Fatyana said that the
PHRC would soon
undertake a visit of upper
Sindh to meet the rural
peopleand NGOs—APP
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FROM PARLIANIKT

IT WAS a sad day for the
women of Palkistan. The house by
whose liberalism, democratic cré-
denuals and its erudition one felt
ene could swear any dav let the
Pakistani women down dn
Monday when it upheld by a over-
whelming vote a motion to reject
even the consideration of the reso-
lution to comdemn the practice of
‘honour killing’. One could dot
believe that it was the same holise
which had put up such a gallant
fight against attemipts by a govern-
ment of the massive mandate to
get the CA-15 bill passed. |

The PPP's Iqbal Haider and his

party colleague, Aitzaz Ahsan,
who is also the leader of the gppo-
sition in the Senate, were rying to
move & highly watered down, reso-
Intion on ‘honour killing’. Bor the
ANP led by Ajmal Khattal scut-
tled the move effectively by join-
ing hands with the PML senators.

The ANP leader took the plea

that even this watered-down ver-
sion of the original resolution was
not acceptable because, as he put
it, by association it would be con-
sidered as if the originall resolu-
unn had been passed. One would
like very much to hear what his
party leader Asfandyar Wali who
had given many to understand
that he and his party were against
‘honour killing' would have to say
about the ANP’'s performance in
the Senate on Monday op this par-
tHoular issue. |

The ruling PML. and fthe chair-
man, Waseem Sajjad, realising
which way the wind wis blowing,
did some quick thinking and then
went along with the upholders of
the custom of ‘honopr killing'
without showing any comptinction
even.

The original motion was tabled
by the PPP's lybal Haider soon
after Samia Sarwar was killed in
the HRCP offices in Lahore on
April 28, It wus a joim moton and
had carried the signatures of Raja

\Z-ararul Haq, Mushahid Hussain,
AN {

M. Ziauddin

ns-world!

Justice Dr Javed Igbal, Fiza
Juneéjo, and Anwer Bhinder
(PML), Khuda-I:Noor (JWP),
Habib Jalib (BNP), Dr Hayee
(BNM) as well as a number of
Senators from the PPP and the
MOM, including thar of
Jamiluddin Aal.

Most of the PML senators from
the NWFP had vehemently
opposed the resolution. And,
though the ANP senators did not
make any scene, yet it did appear
that they did not feel very com-
fortable with the thrust of the res-
olution. So, the consideration of
the motion was kept pending by
consensus for all these months,

Meanwhile, 1ghal Haider tried
1o amend the resolution in order
to make it acceptable to all par-
ties, So, a completely watered-
down version of the resolution was
gtrempted to be tabled by Mr
Haider on Monday. But before he
could do so, Heji Abdur Rehman
of FATA started ranting and raw
ing and made it impossible for
Igbal Haider to even read out the
new resolution. As a triangular
verbal match ensued among Mr
Haider, Haji Rehman and the
chairman, crucks began uppearing
on rhe opposition side with both
Ajmal Khattak and Khud-i-Noar
loudly disagreeing with Mr Haider
that the amended resolution had
their approval.

Raja Zafarul Haq and Mushahid
Hussain who were present earlier
did not return after the Mughreb
prayers, Realizing what was hap-
pening, Aitzaz Ahsan toek the
floor and asked the chairman to
let Iqbal Haider table the resolu-
tion and then get it vored. He said
he would not mind even if it were
defenred. Though he insisted that
the PPP still stood by the original
resolunion yet had agreed to water
it down in order to take the whole
house along

But Haji Rehman opposed even
that and in his own words he
advised the chairman pot to waste

the time of the house in this “khi-

rafat” (irreverent discussion).
And Ajmal Khattak, then rising
on a point of order, stunned the
galleries, perhaps ecven his
staunchest liberal and secular fol-
lowers by supporting Haji
Rehman,

It was at this point that the
chairman made some swift moves
and within minutes he had the
resalution scuttled before it could
even be rabled When Aitzaz and
Igbal Haider insisted that a head
count be made, the chairman hap-
pily asked all those who opposed
the consideration of the resalu-
tgon to stand up.

Among those who stood up one
saw all the PML zenators, includ-
ing Dr Javed Igbal, Anwer
Bhinder, énd Yaseen Wattoo, Dr.
Hayee Baloch of the BNM, Khuda-
i-Noor of the JWP, Maulana Fazl
of the JUT and all the ANF sena-
tors. Only four were in favour of
considering the resolution —
three from the PPP (Aitzaz, Igbal
Haider and Thsanul Haq Piracha)
and the fourth, Dr Jamiluddin
Aali. The rest of the PPP senators
and the entire MOM group were
absenr,

Even if all the FPP and MQM
senators had voted for considera-
tion of the resolution, they would
still have lost because the rest of
the house overwhelmingly had
desired otherwise. .

Technically speaking, the chair-
man was on a sticky wicket as he
had allowed Ajmal Khattak to
move his motion without h:st sus-
pending the rules, This, Airzaz
and Iagbal Haider tried to point
out, but by then Haji Abdur
Rehman and Iqbal Hiader had
started shouting ot each other
with the former moving towards
the latter in & menacing manner.

The chairman found the situa-
tion ideal to adjourn the house
and avert any lurther discussion
on the technicalities of the mat
ter.  Dawn—August3, 1999
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A SPEAKERS' CORNER: AMNA ZAMAN

¢ Thereis no
[§ honour in killing

ocumentary fimmaker Sharmeen Obaid-Chine

Nas onice again been Successful in makin

Pakistan proud, Her recent documentary A Gil|

the River: The Price of Forgiveness was shortlisted f
an Oscar nomination,

Like her previous Oscar-winning documentary, Saving Faa
AGiin the River: The Priceof Forgiveness is a work thar raises @
issue that is common in Pakistan but is niot given the urger
arenton it Tequires,

The documnentary highlights the problems faced by aci
auack victims in Pakistan and how they are sruggling ft
theil rights and for justice to be served, It also highlights
the issue of Bonlour killings in the country, which in marny
pars of the county, is  longstanding cultural madition,
Evety year, mmore than 1,000 wormien are killed in the name

of Nonout by their family members,

More filmmakers like Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy Need to
come forward and bring to the fore issues thar are commion
but considered taboo and controversial in our society,

What amazes me is thar honour killings have existed in
this modem age of enlightenment for far too long, but our
prime minister only vowed to act upon it and eradicate
them after the documentary Teceived an Oscar nod, Why
isit that for any major stepwe always wait for 2 push? Roat
problems and issues must be the highest pricrities for any
government, Building roads, metros, Motorways is also very
important for a nation, but when fundamental issues are
not addressed, these developments and effors all goin vain,

Until and unless legislation is passed to criminalise hon-
our killings and its strict implementatiof is ensured, these
vows are of o use for the public, It is about time that we
Tealise the importanice of life that is granted to us by God
and ift order to Move forward asa naiol, we ITust efadicate
such evil practices, Indeed, there is fio onour in kifling!

The Express Tribune - Janury 22, 2016

5 HRCP r

el

266 Fhonour—ﬁcﬂmﬁgs,

163 ‘stove-deaths’
around L.ahore region

By Our Staff Reporter

LAHORE, ji;_n 19: The Human
Rights Commissaon of Fakiscan said
here on Wednesday thar there was
a significant in€rease in the guan-
mm of reporteld violence against
women. It said that the incrvase
could be gauged from the estimare
thar while ar rije beginning of ihe
90 & woman was repovted raped
every three hosrs now this figurc
had gone up T n FApe every Two
hours. (The wortl ‘reparted” is used
throughou) a]:I» ariicle since in
muny cases a {rime might have
been commirted But ot reported 1o
the palice, the traditional source of
INTormafion for § criftie roporter

it's repart, 'he Dimensions of
Vindence, chronidiing reporred cases
of vialence sgainst women (cases
reported i Lahdre™s national veews
Papers) savs that i the 11 months of
1999 up 1o the &nd of November a
roral of 266 women including 40 jmrls
hovd beeen killed {n\ relativies or Eamnid
Iv members. It duid that these mur-
ders were Appari-nu\ carTied our by
the accuses) in o) bid 1o save “Tamily
bonoaer™, The in_pur{ savs that in 52
CENES rhc women were killed by
their brothers, follawed by 52
insrance<s where rhe hushand was
the alleged killdr. As if this wasn't
encugh arouwed 15 per cenc of clhose
killed were young girls, When it
came o carching the kilfers, rhe
HRCP report says, no more than 15
reopde have beeeah wested Aiwd, oo
guarter af all cases, no FIR had been
filed after the wdmen's m| eder

I'fve Dimensions of Violence then
Eaoes on to chronicle cases of bumn
victlims ax rephirted in Lahore's
national dailies saving tha in over
half the 272 repbrted cases the vic-
rim was a recently married woman.
Iy fack, in 201 of these 272 incidents
(or close o thred-fourths) the victim
weEs Cookinng The MRUP FEPOrT Says
that while some| of the cases mght
have been gengine accidenrs the
chance thar all of] thesn weere
secmed grute undikely. The 2
of stove.ourning that were re
included 48 giris and caus the
deaths of 163 of the i
However, not ajsingle person was
held and an FIR was registered in
mere 22 cases. the HRCP says thar
this mwant that (U was quite casy to
disgmnse = ck‘hl!df‘&!c incidenr stowve
bunun.g as an acgidental deavh,

MURDER CASES: The FIRCP

says thatr for the first 11 months of 5

1999 a total of 675 women were [

feported murdergd. This moluded 85
,who were unriq_—:ii the age of 18 and

402 marvied womsen The figure ol
H75 also inchudes the 266 wosnen win
were Rilled on a martter of so-called
‘honour®, Gever 71 per cent oF the
accused (in 480 cases) were relatives,
mastiy bushuands, brochwers or Fathiers
and in over 35 per cernt of cases (241
the women had been killed after
being “suspected as having either a
bad characier or a friendshipireia
tipnship®™ with another man. For
these 675 reported murders no more
than 77 accused were amrested — in
facy, complants of over 150 murders
weares never registere<d.

RAPE: A total of 597 woman
ncluding 295 jovery 49 per cent
were reported raped in the Punjab
Almrast ax marry of the women, 256
10 be precise, ware gang-raped. n
140 e tocal palice did nor regis-
1er even an FIK for the crime winle
mere 74 peoplie were arvested for
the 597 cases

KIDNAPPING: A tatal of 713
women were idnapped during the
First 11 months of 1999, and over
half. 368 ta be precise, were girls,
The HRCOF says that police is espw.
caally “notorious” for not dealing
with kidnap cases properly, espe-
cially when women are involved. In
almoaost a third of cases, 232, nor
cven an FIR was registere«d. A 1otal
ot 12 people were arrested and anly
26 of the 713 kidnapped women
were reported as having returned
o thietic fcreness.

CUSTODIAL VIOLENCE: Forty
Onee cases woene reported of the either
rape or torture of swomen i castscdy
by pofice personnel; This included
sin mirls and the disressing aspect
wus that all cases of rape weres gang-
rape, 1mplying that whenever an
apporrunity presented irself, the

whaole “gang™ of policemen on dury
took part. OFf the 41 reported cases
only in five was anyone arrestod

SEXUAL HARASSMENT: A total
of 146G cases were reportedd of women
tincluding 49 girls) being either
raslesied or of A artempt to ragee
being made, However, sexual harass
ment x#s perceived (and dealr with)
in orther developed countries was no
issue here and the cases reporred
were always of situations where the
siruaron got so out of band that «
relative [of 3 victim] mried o make
an issuc outl oF it — and the matier
gained suificent altention o makes
iz way into 8 newspaper report.
Flowever, in over a third of cases of
seanal harassment no Case was vegs-
tered and only nine people w =
held, aod that vouo for 3 short peseioad,

Dawn — January 21, 2000



: : defamation case within 90 days of before presenting any bill in the
governing medico-legal affairs,
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Two women murdered

KANDHKOT: Two women
were killed over ‘honour’ in
Kandhkot on Saturday
morning. The women
identified as Maryam and
Farzana were allegedly killed
by their father-in-law and
husband who thought that they
had_exrrzi marital affairs. The
incident occurred in the

over ‘honour’

jurisdiction of Risaldar police
station and at village Khan
Mohammad Gulato in
Kandhkot. The concerned
SHO said that the father-in-law
of the women identified as
Shah Murad and his two sons
Tariq and Manzor have been
involved in the murder of two
women. He said that both the

women were killed over
honour and the accused
managed to flee. A case has
been registered against the
accused, However, the bodies
have been handed over to the
heirs after medico-legal
formalities from the district
hospital.

Daily Times - January 17,2016

There is no honour
here any more

PAKISTAN HAS BECOME A VERY DARK PLACE INDEED. WE HAVE ALL
heard of the term ‘honour killing® where women have been and continue to be murdered at the
whims of the men in their families —itisa blood red stain in our culture. However, the brutal and
primal way in which Ferzana Igbal, a 25-year-old woman, was murdered on Tuesday in broad
daylight outside the premises of the Lahore Hi gh Court (LHC) by her brother, father and former
fiancé means we have hit a new low. What was her crime? To love and matry a man of her own
choice. She was first shot and when the bullets did not do the job, the ghastly men of her family
swung bricks at her and pelted her with stones. She died right there, outside the citadel of justice
in Lahore and the crowds stood idly by, transfixed by the violence on show. The policemen who
were milling around did not budge from their spot while the spectacle was occurring, preferring
to let the family ‘sort out’ the issue themselves. Her husband was there begging the police to help
but they did not heed his calls. To a2dd another heartbreaking dimension to this story, Ferzana was
threec months pregnant, making her killing a double murder. The brutality of this murder and the
visible abundance of ‘bystander apathy’ — when folk nearby prefer to remain silent spectators
instead of intervening fo stop the injustice — has outraged a large portion of civil society in
Pakistan and the international community.
We live in a land where conservatism, patriarchy and tradition have dictated archaic laws and
venerated tribal codes. We have allowed men to barter the fate of women and to deal death blows
to those they are unhappy with, particularly in cases 0 fmarriage. Many women have no say inthe
matter of marriage and if any dare to choose their own husbands, a fate similar to that of
Ferzana’s awaits them. Hundreds of women in Pakistan are made to pay the ultimate price
annually but stoning still remains a very rare method of punishment. Ferzana’s death and the hue
and cry it has generated must act as the catalyst for change in the condition and lot of women
here. Too often, men accused of honour killing are let off the hook; it is very rare that they are
duly punished for what is the ultimate crime of murder. This impunity must come to an end, All of
Ferzana’s attackers, with the exception of her father, have escaped but this must not be allowed to
happen. We cannot show the world that we are alright with the public execution of a woman and
her unborn child: we cannot show them that we have stooped this far. *

Daily Times — May 30, 2014
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/" Crimes of ‘honour’

PAKISTAN, where the
regularity with which
honour killing is reported
is matched only by the
frequency with which the
perpetrators go unpun-
ished, would do well to
take a leaf out of
Belgium's book. On
Monday, a court in Mons
handed down lengthy sen-
tences to the parents and
siblings of Sadia Sheikh,
shot dead in 2007 after
moving in with a Belgian
man and refusing to
submit to an arranged
marriage. Her brother
Mudusar, who confessed
to killing her, was sen-
tenced to 15 years in
prison, her sister Sariya
to five and her parents
Tarik Mahmood Sheikh
and Zahida Parveen —
who are believed to have
ordered the killing — 25
and 20 years respectively.
While the sentences were
lesser than those asked
for by the prosecutors,
the latter neverthe-
less consider their case
successful, pgiven that
Mudusar had repeatedly
said his family had
nothing to do with the
murder. Most important-
ly, the sentences are long
enough to be prohibitive.
In contrast to Pakistan,
where the honour-killing
debate is still at that
mediaeval stage where

the practice is defended
by some in the name
of custom, the Belgian
state has said thar it will
vigorously pursue any
such case.

With the conviction
comes also the need for
Pakistanis to reflect on
how adherence to archaic
logic in matters of tradi-
tion shames them, This is
not the first time that peo-
ple of Pakistani extrac-
tion have been accused of
such a crime. In June last
year, Canadian courts
sentenced Muhammad
Parvez and his son Waqas
Parvez to life imprison
ment for killing 16-year-
old Aqgsa Parvez in 2007
because she refused to
wear the hijab, Other
countries, ton, have seen
such cases and while the
crime is not limited to the
Pakistani community, we
seem to almost head the
list. Perhaps this is
because in Pakistan, the
state’s stance on honour
killings has been too soft.
Most such’cases either do
not reach the trial stage,
or the prosecution’s case
collapses for want of
thorough planning and
investigation. Ridding
Pakistanis of the notion
that honour killing is a
defendable crime entails
coming down hard on
the perpetrators.

Curbing honour crimes

FOR once, news about
two women who were
declared ‘kari’ is positive,
A jirga held in the Chak
area of Shirkarpur district
had decreed that they
should be murdered. Had
the crime been carried out,
the women would have suf-
fered double injustice of
the most serious nature
given that they were
declared ‘kari’ not because
they were suspected of
extramarital relations, as
is usually the case, but
because they had been
kidnapped by some men of
a rival tribe. Fortunately,
media reports raised the
alarm. After receiving
instructions from the
inspector general of the
Sindh police, the local
police swung into action
and recovered the women
from a house in Dur
Mohammad Shar village.

This success should be
followed up by the police
making every effort to pur-
sue and bring to book the
organisers of the jirga that
decided to play judge and
jury. Locals believe that
police are delaying this

task because the organis-
ers of the jirga have been
provided shelter by influ-
ential political elements.
All such suspicions must
be put to rest in order to
send out a strong signal
that crimes in the name of
honour will not be tolerat-
ed. The media, as this case
illustrates, has a crucial
role to play here, If news of
the intended crime gets
out, the probability incre-
ases that the law will inter-
vene or that the perpetra-
tors will stay their hand.
This case should encourage
reporters and news organi-
sations to make renewed
efforts to publicise any and
all instances where some-
one’s rights are being
threatened. Moreover, the
media constitutes an impo-
rtant tool for shifting the
societal mindset towards a
more progressive trajecto-
ry and in shaping a society
that resists crimes of hon-
our. Such practices have
not yet been controlled in

their entirety in Pakistan, !
but as this case illustrates,

the battle can be won a.nf,i

lives can be saved. /
I
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Daily Dawn — March 8, 2012

Fate of honou
killing bill
undecided

Staff Report

R FITT N

ISLAMABAD: The fiste of a il
seeking amendments to the criminal
law and Pakistan Penal Code Bills
2005 remained undecided on
Thursday as Law Minister Wasi
Zafar objected that the members
must get consent of their parliamen-
tary pamiex before moving the ball.

MP Bhandara and Kbk
Targ, members of the Natonal
Assembly who had miroduced
amenciments 1o the law and moved
the bill in the Juwer howse of partia-
et said the nll should be referred
w the concemed commines

Mr Zafar objected and said it
was “an unfort e precedent
that the treaswry members were
moving their bills without dis
cassing it in the parfiamentary
pany meetings™

MP Bhandara said every mem
ber had the right 10 bring a private
member hill without any pmior
approval of the parlimentary party.
He said parliamentary parties had
. approved any of the items on
the dayv’s agenda. and that the tall
passed earlier did nut address the
real issue of compound atmlity

Kashmala Tariq said the law
passed by the parliaoment in January
was incomplete and did not address
the issue in its real tetms

She saidd the proposed bill was
about amendments 1w the law
already passed. She saud Islam
never allowed killing any human
being in the name of honour, while

the Hudood faws that included the
Pakistan Penul Code were not
Islarmic 10 nature either.

Syed Naveed Qamar of the
Pakisian People's Pany
Parliamentarians swid if members
had 1o have the approval of their
respective  parhamentary parties
before moving a bill in the parlia
ment, it would adversely affect the
legislation process. :

Liagal Baloch said since the
minister did not oppose the bill at
the time of introduction it should be
mken up now, However, National
Assembly Speaker Chawdhry Amur
Hussain staried debate on the
Balochistan issue without remark
ing on the proposed bills

o3

Daily Times - March 25. 20

NA delays

K

bills for the 3rd time

= NA speaker adjourns proceedings due

Staff Report

prosentation

ISLAMABAD: The Nutional MP

Ansembly (NA) om Tucsdny
deferred  for the thisd Gime the
clubbed wdentical billx submitted by
MP Bhandara and Kashmals Targ
against karo kari. despie their
insistence on meferring the hails o
the refevant House commitiee

The memhers had  sought
amendments to the Pakistan Penal
Code Comduct aod the Code of
Criminul Procedure to check the
menace of bhe wr Killing n
Pakistani society.

MP Bhandara cexpressed his
surprise that the bill was once
again put on the agenda despite the law, any we«
speaker’s ruling o refer 1t o the Pakistan: man
relevant  committee as  Shahad
Akram Bhinder, minister of siate
for law, justice and hu i
did not vppose the bBill when it was homan rights
presented before the House Sher A

The NA speaker. howcever,
reminded Bhandars that Wasa
Zafur, federal law mnister, later
opposcd the bill om the grounds
that the leader of the House did not

Twis
Kunwar Kb

an

formally clear the

- Tacing proble:
gt citirens
coording 1o
an
Pakistami citizenship
marrying » Pakistani we
n righis, not, which was
and Ishamic laws.
said that both
hills needed naprovemen: and the
government would subtmnit these
bills tisclf atter taking both the
movers in confidence and meet
ing thewr concerns,

bill hefore its

narrying a
i obtain

A man
am could
1 basic

aga

to lack of quorum

AEains!
pelininistration. La
adjourncd the Ho
{(Wednecsday )
protest of the
rum by M
of the Pa
Parliamenlanian

when Sher Algan
was ta  opposc Belum
Husnain's bill secking the estab
lishment of 2 =parate high cowurt
for the Islamabad lerritory.

NA speaker suid it owas
member of the
mntedd oul guo-
s members day

aut  guor

cally meunnt for the opposition,” he
saict. The House could k

oaly 10 of the 93 agenda it
the day as most of the time of the
nearly three hours aod 45 minules
procecding wias conswined in
points of or

=
Daily Times - April 13, 2005

RAWALPINDI: Hours before a
wedding at a government-run
shelter in Rawalpindi, the 'iunate
bride” was informed that her mar-
riage has been called off as the
woilld-be groom was murdered hy
ner brother
It was a nuurmiage of choice and
honour kiliing secems to be an ob-
vious reason for the murder. The
alieged killer fled from the scene
and was not arrested till the filing
of this repart. The police security
around Darul Aman shelter was
beefed up soon after the incident
was re k
The victim of domestic vio-
. 1S Bammera Nazir, 23, a mid-
dle school graduate from Kallar
Syedan, a tehsil in G dar Khan dis-
trict. The area is known for forced
inmiagea and other gender in-
~“Ansitive pracuices. The incidence
[ of domestic violence in the district
-i:.u‘;?g high and has made lead
4 S I national and interna-
tiatial media. The ghastly story of

Zahida Pafve
hiinded and

ek, ‘-.;-:..- Spes were
nose chopped off,

comes from the same area. In
2(¥31 . the government sent her to
the 1S for eve and nose recon-

struction -;u?n-y k
Sumera Nazir toid this corre-
spondent that she was forcibly

married off by her brother in A~

gust 2003 to a persen who was

speech im

arud |

untemplayed
iltiterate. The decision to pusht her |
into such a marriage was & puan-
ishment for her refusal to give in
for a ‘vatta satta {exchange) mar-

riage deal. After
asked the court

for khula® and

took refuge in Darul Aman as she
felt that her life was at risk.

“1t was difficuit to break the
awfid news to the girl,” said the fa-
eility in-charge. She said that the
news was commuticated to her by
the SHO Sadigabad Police Station.
She saidd that the SHO visited the |
Darul Amman shelter twice and has
government faciity for women in

distress.

The News - January 2, 2006
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Karo-kari killings in Sindh

FHIS is apropos of your
editorial, 'Condemnable to
the core’ (Oct 29), regarding
the case of young Tasleem
Solangi, who was thrown
before dogs under the custom
ofkaro-kari,

Sindh afier Mongols invaded
their land.

But this custom was very
sporadic and confined only to
some of the Baloch tribes
settled in Sindh.

No Sindhi ever indulged in

woman who earned a
reasonable amount could
disturh the family budget, it
was resorted to only in rare
circumstances

The investipations revealed
that usual causes for killing
husband's

those cases of karg-kari
killmgs which wete reported
in the press.

Then the ra¢- ofapprehending
the offenders was dhx,qmd”\
low. The basic reason for this
state of affairs has been (hat

most of

policemen gre

This heinous crime has been
claiming the lives of
thousands of innocent people

WOomen were
dislike for his wife, desire for
to extract

this heinous practice, which
was further reduced during
the colonial rule as severe

recruited locally.
Being part

second marriage, of these {ribes
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= Noor Jehan dragged herself out of a
had left her for dead after decl

By Mahim Maher
Photo by Akhtar Soomro

KARACHI: Fourteen year-
old Noor Jehan has no regal
airs despite hier name, but or
anyone who listens 1o her
story. it owill tmmediarely
' become clear that she has
tixen like a phoenix from the
flames  after being shot five
times and left for dead in a
ditch near Bagai hospitul.

The Gadap polive had Noor
dehan udmitted 10 Ward No. 26
at linnah Posigraduase Medical
Cantre  on Monday  after she
underwent initisl treatment for
her gunshot wounds gL Bagai
hospital, She was shot in the
arta, hoch fegs and the stomach
iy & resslt of which her limibs
were fragiured and part of her
intestuneshad to be removed
Amazingly, however, she was
alerl and Incid and extremely
L\n'rm:ulm_ aboat the details of
eF ExXpoeritnee with death

Noor Jehan vlaims thst she
was shot poing bisnk: by her
'cvt\h'('r-wlt'lﬂlng
cousing - Khacdim and Sajjan -
both in thelr mid-thirtics o For-
tes. She  said that they  had
brought her (0 » jungle in the
New Karachi sren where they
wanted (o fintsh her off. Once
shot, she Fell into u ditch they
were standing near and the men
checked  if " she was  depd
“We've shot her fve times, she
should be dead,™ she reponed
them as saying. “ They thought 1
Witk dendh” Then, they sped
#way in their Datsun’ Noor
Jehan dragged herself ot of the
ditch aped alt the way 1o the
road where a nearby chowkidar
ealied the police and heélped
her. | "We know she dragged
herself because there was a rail
uf blood all the way back,” said
Gadap constable Nuseer
Ahmed.  who accompanied
Noor Jehan o JTPMC with o
female Tazakar us part of police
protection.  No . femsle police
officer accompanied her.

“ According ‘to Naooe lehan,

Pateirns]

¢ garmindar

—

being shot five times

Khadim and Safjan ried to
kill' her afie declaring her a
kari. “We've killed the karn,
0 what makes you think we
will Spare vou,” she recsllc
them as saymg ro her.

e case  developed  In
Ratodero where Noor Jehan
lived with her father Jamal,
mother  Sharifa, 10-year-old

] M_hf__.‘il_‘mlum and three Broth-
¥ ¢ Troean, (e wnd -

m'xrfnn. T
Amer, one. Noot  Jeban said
that she helped her father who
watked on the lands. of »
wamed | Ghulum
Brohi. Brohi used 1o visit thetr
house u lot, which apparsntly
her consing K hadim and Sajjas
objected o tweo monghs ago.
“They “killed * Ghulam
Brohi and my father presented
them a Quran fofluwinﬁ which
we fled the village, * Noor
Jehan cluimed Oh Apeil T8,
the family fled 0 a Ramezan
Brohi who ran a caule ren in
New  Kardchi  where they
stayed for three days.
According o Noor Jehan,
Khadim and Sajjan, who she
Bi¥s are common dacoits,
found them and separated the
family. Theyv blindfolded her
and ook her away to a deser -
¢d place and pow she does not
know. where her family is
According to Moor Jehan,
she knew since childhood what
karo kari is. “When 1 became

ditch where her cousins
aring her kari with her landiord

shightly aware of the world
around me [ found out that my

aund  and  cousin  had been

killed in Karo kari also” she

said. What is. particularly strik-
ing about Moor Jehan s that
she is very forthright about
what she says happened o her.
She bears none of the marks of
a ‘wvictim’, she did ot appear
(weepy,  hysterical or upsel

Cwileen. guestioned in o detad] g

about her shooting. “How
vou think it feels (o be shor,™
she retorted when nsked ‘the
rather obvious guestion. Noos
Jehan's attituile defies  defini-
tion. Bur this miuch is clear that
she is i@ survivon
Aside from the ordeal she
went - thromgh
assailants, Noor Jehan mso had
o hard time when she was
brought 10 IPMC, One ward
dischniged her and she. went
back and forth 1o seversl
departments | until a 'seaior
administragor  intervened and
had her placed i ward No. 26,
“Just doa’t make me go home,
she said.” ° s:g:ml.hr gOvern-
ment'’s 3| Yy mow."
The gadem investigation
police said that they had tried (o
contact the family in Rewodero |
to no avail. They said that any
decisions will' only be made
after her ueatiuent is com o
ed: An FIR has beeny
against unidentificd men: S
Daily Times — April 26, 2006
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L/ ‘Comprom
double ‘hong

By Zahid Jan

DIR: The lamilies of two-hon-
our Killing victims were forced
by an ilfegal jirgs, comprising of
local khans and maliks. o agree
1o tuke no sction against the
killer and 10 keep the case quict,

“sources have revealed,

The murderer 1old the jirga
that he would kil another four
of five members from each
respective family if they refused
to strike o deal with hun and

ed the Killings.
.umkhl K‘h“ﬂﬁ killed his
cousin Badshah Zada on July
15 when he suspected him of
having illicil relations with his
wife. Rawan then killed his
wife, who was also s
cousin_ and mother of their
one-manth old baby.

Salih Rehman, the brother
of Zuda, had last maonth
charged local khans and

maliks with forcing he a
family 1o accept the deal
furward by Rawan. The jinn
then warned the fathers and
brothers of both victims that
more of their family nn‘.m_bc*r‘;
waould be Kilied if they reject-
ed the deal. The jirga then
used force to secure the
thuvmbprint of each futher on a
document that declared them
willing to accept reconcilia-
tion with Rawan. y
The jprea refused o give
cither detadls of the docyment
or its copy o the aggrieved par-
ties. But it did warn them that
they would incur a Ks 0.5 mil
hon fine if they tried w bring
win to justice
g Huwew!t‘r, Rawan hac him-
self already surrendered 1o the
police in the hope that he would
be released once tie jings secured
reconciliation with ali parties
“We did not agree to any

on which pardot,
. we were forced !
do it as we are weak af
powerless. The documefy
declaring the m-:mw_r.liarjm:‘,
fake: our thumbprinis we!
1aken by farce and thys ¥/
do not accept the document«
said. Qabil, the father
Zuada, and Mubarak Jan, o
father of the woman. o
Both men said tha tht’};
and their families had b@f‘.
receiving  threats and the )
feating for their lives, th¢y
had gone into hiding TV,
families have asked the go
ermment to ensure their préd
tection and fo guarantes 1_!! 7
Rawan is Brought to just
They have also deman /
that the government epsv ;‘
that Rawan is not l'elen.'r:
from detention o b
hasis of the fraudulent recd 6
ciliation document, i

Daily Times — August 11, 2

Honour killings in NWFP

39 lost lives in firs

G | b
“Tr will Le quite unfusniied  Killing” and the mm'gmz,l‘f(}‘

ARIF YOUSAFZAI
PESHAWAR: Despire gov-

Lemng

earie of honour dalling, as
many a8 39 persons have been

cer Ali Gohar.

dents could be many times
high,” Oxfam campaipn of®
cer disclozed,

Addrassing 2 news canference

At Gohar siid honour killing
an un Tslamic  and
uncivihsed practice had been
ermipent clams o root out the  poing on since long bt 1t was
A matter of regret that it could
not have been pwt an end
Kalled in the aame of honeut in —despite 1all claims on the part
the first four months in 2006 of the past rulers and especial
m different parts of NWFR v present governmen:
clated Oxfam campaign offi Asked how he beng
Fakitoon  defined
"Of the total 39 pale sod bliing, be said the phenomenon  honit
female fallen prey to the evil  had an specific dehmtion ‘m(.i it
pracuce of honour kolling, 14 was percaved differently in dif
werer assassinated in January,  ferent juarts of the country, bow-
ainein February, 10 in March  ever, he added that he thought
and six in April. These are il any [nnocent mule or female
registered cases while the who was killed in the name of
sumber of unregistered snei-  honour was henonr killing.
Further asked of someone
ktled a girl whio was happened
1o e guilty so if it would be
honour kiliing, Gehar sad he

\.

were exploiung

w Oxfam

realssticaliy,

Wedriesday, Ah Gohur sard hor- could nor call it bonour kllng  n WFP

our Kitling was a blot at theface  because he was bound o fol-
of Pakistani society that liad  low the Isiamic injunctions

clumed lives of 245 persons i and

05 and 363 in 2004 in NWFP  Pakhrouns in this rerd,

{Thursday).

cultural  noms  of

7

to confine honour killing to being starred as priot pf_o]tj‘_p;
woren alone. [t includes male,  deven ditricts that ' jne p A
female and children ‘because  Peshawar, l\c‘!.m]:n,‘ Ko’y :
when a maie or a child s killed  Nowshera, Swabi, Chars? Jd
i te name of honour what  and Swat, he informed. p

will we calt i1;" Oxfam repre-

tive ohserved.

H:{:-.‘!‘;:rc;::cm the idea that  ing wm ‘this regacd \q.h)]i,’f’,{-
1 some elements in the conntry

e saud O had aleeady !
,,-.i:,:;;id on an anti-honour  gathenng to be held .a_il
klhing compagn in Pakistan,  sevéndistoces lﬁlﬂ-ﬁ\i{hrrl_()
Afghasistan, India, Bangladesh,  praciice, Oxfam w_uf_a
Mepal and Sri Lanka v-'i'._l[t th'\: special events in which it
cmpaign was going to kick off

[

+S

¢monthg

g

40 sne

bt
¥
-
Gohar added Oxfam u:i‘ i
take along ether NGOs w" on

siope would be spread 1o "s

the tssue of  councl level, adding the ;;4 he
¥

killing by maligning  am of the campaign w:
the Pakhroon society for their  raise awareness among /},,:_
personal interests bur as far /4
was concerned 3 i}

was dealing wih the ssue  tice of honour killing ;J"’

ross -secnon of society @
their rols to curb the evil f

He saicd duning the camf:J
snecial workshaps dad p 1

from  today  Kabadch avd  armow

(Makha)  tournaments ‘;Z,W
i Argani deciamation i

The campagn that would — organising 5

ontinne tll 2011 s utled “We - tssts, cycle race and ¥

i

promote local pimes {;’;"::‘4:

can put an end w Honour

functions, Gohar saud.

The Post — April 27, 2¢



The inside story of two tae

courageous woman killed in the name of honour

T b

DIR: Two young daughiers of a
slain window and their maternal
uncle are on the run for more than
a year 10 save their lives, as the
killers of the woman threatened to
eliminate them If they continued to
piirshe the case of her death.

The agony of Sayada Jannat
Khatoon, 21, and second year stu-
dents at Dir Girls College, her
younger sister Rabiya Shal, 15,
iund student of class Bth and their
courageous maternal uncle, Mian
Pervez Yousaf, a lawyer by profes.
sion, started from Darera village of
Dir Upper.

The ordeal of the helpless uncle
and his nieces continue to haunt
them while moving from place to
place to hide wherein the provin-
vial as well as district government
keep & criminal mum to lay hands
on the killers of Zubaida Begum,
16, who was killed along with an-
other younger daughter, Shomaila
Shah, 19, in the middle of the night
by refatives on July 1, 2000,

The reason belund the killing of
the educated and dynamic lady was
that Shah Zeb, a nephew af her late
hushand, had been taunted by
some people of the village that
Lubaida Begum was working with
NGi0s, a term symbolizing infl-
delity and obscenity for the mostly
iliterate Malizal Pashtun tribesmen
ohsessed with self-defined religious
teachings,

A retired teacher, she was one
of the most active women council-
lors in the previous district cotneil
and a women rights activist, She
took responsibility for the upbring-
g of the three daughters after the
death of her husband and worked
hard to meet expenses of the fam

ily and education of the girls. Five
armed persons led by Shah Zeb
broke into her house at around 1
am, knocked the door of the room
after introducing himself where
she was asleep with her dsughter
Shomaila Shah

Being close relative gnd fiving as
the next-door neighbour, Zubaida
Begum opened the door without
any hesitation. Shah Zeb and his ac.
complices opened fire on her and
the girl killing Zubaida Begum on
the spot and Injuring Shomaila, who
later succumbed to her wounds in
huspital on the thind day of the ter-
ror unleashed by the gang, which is
notonous for crimes in the area.

The surviving sisters were for-
tuate enough and were spared
perhaps because they were sieep-
ing in & separate room that night
Shah Zeb is absconding since then,
but the police arrested ope of the
co-accused Ali Zar, who confessed
before the Investigating team to
have accompanied Shah Zeb on
that night and entering the house
of the slain women. Irfan, Niaz
Muhammad Said Khan are (he
other characters of the bloody
drama and are still at lorge.

Said Khan went to Saudi Arabia
after the murders, but is back in
hus village because he s reportedy
suffering from cancer. The group is
now after the life of Mian Pervez
Yousaf, who is not ready for com-
promise on the blood of his sister
and niece and his determination
has put his own life in danger

The local police informed him
of the danger and offered to depute
security guards for his protection,
but he turned down the offer
Yousal moved out of his native
(randigar valley (o live with his sis-
ter and nieces in Darora village,

but again lefl the villagte after the
murders in cold blood and is
presently residing in Dir town with
his wife and the two girls. It is
very difficult to ive in a society like
this. My life 1s in danger. There is
1o secunity,” Yousaf said

Since he is under threat, Yousal
has bousht a house in Dir Lower to
pursue the case of the deceased
women and to find o sanctuary
where i remaining family ts safe. °]
will die but will do my best to bring
the killers to justice,” said a firm but
uncertain Mian Perves Yousal.

It is tragic to leam that police
officers showing interest in arrest-
ing the murrlerers and ralding their
houses have been transferred and
posted outside the district. Pur-
thermore, Yousaf is not able to sell
s house and & piece of land in his
village because his opponents have
warned the people not to purchase
the property. Shah Zeb's relatives
working in Saudi Arabia collected
money 1o pay those taking part in
murdering the woman, locals in-
formed. “This is & common prac-
tice here, Relatives and friends do-
nate money for such couses,” said
Yousal.

Former advisor to Prime Minis-
ter on Women Affairs, Nilofar
Bakhtiar was a ray of hope for the
desperate family and she had vis-
ited Dir Lower soon fter the death
of Zubaida Begum and her daugh-
ter to ask the district administra-
tion of Dir Upper to act. She also
warned that the federal govern-
ment would send foree to tuke c-
tion against the absconding mur-
derers, I the provincial
government failed to provide jus-
tice {0 the victims,

Mian Pervez Shah, Sayada Jan-
nat Khatoon and Rabiya Shah were

invited to Ilamabad to meet Prme
Minister Shaukal Aziz, who not
only promised to take care of the
education of the girls, but con-
ferred the prestigions Fatima Jin-
nah Gold Medal Award on late
Zubaida Begum for her courage
and services for women. The hap-
less family now looks towards the
Federal Minister for Women and
Youth Affairs Sumaira Malik to rush
for thelr help.

On top of this, a jirga of elders
comprising notables from Dogram,
Nihag Dara and Warai area of the
district on April 12, 2006 warned
locals that anybody reporting inck
dent of honour killing o filing &
case with the police regarding such
iricident would be liable to death
and the jirga would iniplement this
verdict because taking up cases of
honour kiling to courts bring a bad
name 1o the area.

Chief of the jirga, Faiz Muham-
mad Malik, is on record and his
statement published in the news-
papers argued that the jinga con-
sistod of 4,500 people. “We stick to
our verdict that honour killing is
permissible and the persan com-
mitting honour killing will not be I
able to any pumishment. We will
also not allow the aggrieved party
to report the case to police or ap-
proach the court, We will kil viola-
tors of the verdics,” he declared.

People await niervertion of the
MMA government and the police
action agalnst growing ratio of
crimes including killing of women
in the name of so-called honour
and demand investigation into -
cidents like blasting of a vehicle
ownied by the Pamily Planning De-
partment, burning of a school and
throwing hand grenades 1o farget
CD shops in Dir town

The News — July 10, 2006
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victim has
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social group by other
belief of the perpetrators

members, due
brought dishonor upon
the family or community.
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Systelil thar
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evidenrt thart

w adhere to

thar involve

— violaong

Pakistan, C
what abourt

authorives
wors and pu

1itorial

Medieval
mindsets

uch an oddity it is thar while Pakistan is
unable o tame an evil pracrice on its own
elTitory, another country is able w employ
SINct laws against perpetrators who follow the
pracdce. It is welcoime thar Pakistani-American
Mohammad Ajmal Choudhry was seniteNced

o life in prison in Brooklyn, New York, for olchesating
the Murder of two people in Pakistan in the name of hon-
our’, who had helped his daughter escape from whar ap-

forced marriage. Thar is the difference between

a4 legal systemn thar is well developed and applicable o all

it, versus Pakisman’'s maladroir criminal jusdce
lets those with medieval mindsets dadng back
get away with the most heinous of critnes. It is
celtdin secuons of overseas Pakistanis remain

Tapped il time warps of Ssolts where they do Not seelTl
have changed their regressive mMindsets. They continue

medieval nodons of honour” and backward

Practces, despite living in advanced societies. One regularty
Colles Across cases of ‘honour killings and forced marriages

Pakistanis living in the Wesrt.

It is an anomaly thar Chioudhry, having moved to a
culture thar prides itself on ensuring free will for cddzens,
forced his daughtel to IMAITY a man of his own choice

her basic hhwiman righes. Prior ro mairiage,

he had his danghrer held by relacives against her wdill_
Soon after the 2013 Murder of the two innocent people in

houdhry was artested in the US. However,
the people who committed the murder on

Pakistani rerritory? Have our own law-enforcement agen-
cies done anything o apprelhend the culprics? May there
be mercy for those who cross the paths of such people
because they coltlnue to CAITY with thern the medieval
ideoclogy of killing in the name of ‘honour’, possibly secing
no wrollg in xnurder, ‘We can only hope thar Pakistani

follow in the foorsteps of Brooklyn prosecu-
t thie murderers behind bars, Furthermeore,

Choudhry's example should be refmembered by overseas
Pakistanis wheo remain stuck in backward menrcalites.

The Express Tribune — May 11, 2003



’Book on
killing get
Hameed award

o 10

By Sher Baz Khan

ISLAMABAD, Nov 27: Beyond
the Honour, & book by Tahira §
Khan that néfeals suppression of
women in the maledominated
Pakistani society, won the Akhtar
Hameed Khan Memorial Best
Book Award 2006 at a ceremony
held at the Narional Library here
on Monday.

Belonging to & landed aristo-
cratic family of Punjab, Ms Khan
has witnessed women snffer,
being killed and beaten by their
near and dear ones in the name
of honour. She is well aware of
the marked boundaries, which, if
crossed by women, could invite
sever punishment and even
death.

In her researchariented boak,
findings of which can be empiri.
cally verified, the authoress has
discussed different dimensions
of honour killings and the very
forms that made men treat
women s their property and b
ordinates,

The theme of the book is one
of the burning issues the
Pakistani soctety is faced with at
present amud growing militarisa.
tion and radicalisation,

Ms Khan is an associate pro.
fessar of Gender Studies ar the
University of Denver, USA, and
the subject of her book is
reflection of her feelings, emo-
tions and association,

Speaking an the occasion, Ms
Khan said there was an old adage
that ‘chanity begins at home’, and

that the award was the best
recognition  she had ever
received at home.

“This award means a lot to
me,” she said.

Akhtar  Hameed Khan
Respurce Centre (AHKRC) and
the Council of Social Sciences
(COSS) Pakistan had organised
the event in association with the
Rural  Support  Programme
Network (RSPN).

The selection committee com-
prised renowned social worker
Dr Rubina Saigol, Dr Saba Gul
Khattak  of  Sustainable
Development Policy Institute
{SDPI) and Dr Inayatullah of
COSs.

The committee had wmani-
mously selected Ms Khan's book
for the award as honour killing in
Pakistan was an  under
researched issue and the book
was based on solid research on
the topic.

Dr Zarina Salamat of COSS
said books on ruraliorban devel-
opment, pesce, poverty and its
alleviation, and gender discrimi-
nation were considered for the
award,

On the occasion, Akhtar
Saleem Khan Memorial Lecture
was also delivered by Shoaib
Sultan Khan, a winner of Sitara4:
Imtiaz and Hilali-Imtiaz.

A moving documentary was
also shown to the audience on
the life and achievements of Dy
Akhtar Hameed Khan, /’:

Dawn — November 26. 2006

MULTAN: A man and
woman were tied o trees
and stoned to death by
angry relatives who accused
them of having committed
adultery, police said on
Tuesday, adding that two
people had so far been
arrested over the incident,

Police said that the
couple, both in thelr early
405, were killed on Sunday
in the central Punjabi
village of Donga Bonga
when relatives of the
woman threw a barrage of
rocks at them.

Speaking by telephone
from Multan, local police
chief Zafar Bohkhari
described the incident as *a
case of honour killing”,
adding, that police had
arrested “two brothers of
the woman”.

He said that the
accused had reportedly
discovered the pair, who
were relatives, “in a
compromising position and
killed thent in 4 rage” -
with the hel, ~f other
relatives - by tying them to
2 tree and killing them
with bricks.

Bokhari went on to say
that another relative of the
vietims had reported the

killings
opened # double murder

case against the two
brothers and two other

relatives who allegedly took

part in the killing.

police
officer Boﬁm
who identified the woman
#s Ellahi Hussain and the
man ds Haleez Shah, said
that the attackers had

dragged the couple from a

house with a rope tied
around their necks and

then tied them to the trees,

where they proceeded to
smash their heads with
stones and bricks.

He added that police
were canducting raids to
arrest two others relatives
suspected of involvement,

One of the brothers of
the woman, Magbool, told
police after being taken

inlo custody: “We saw them

together and we
could not folerste this

immoral act and decided to

punish thet.”
In 2005, President

General Pervez Musharraf

had  law enacted by
parliament to impose the
death penalty for those

found guilty of committing

honour killings. asexcies

Daily Times — February 1, 2007

| Victims of societal violence, espe-

- Myra imwan

As part of ongoing activities to

| commemorate ‘16 Days of Ac-
! tivism against Gender Violence,' a

book declaring ‘kari' women us

i martyrs was launched here on

Wi .
Compiled and published by
Aurat Foundation, the book titled
* 'Kari Nahin, Shaheed Aurtien,’ is
a-callection of articles, poems and
thoughts of gender sensitive per-
\ sous working in social, political
- and human nights organisations.
::‘lso mentioned are the statistics
- of violence against women, espe-
+ cially honour killings and nti?fr
 heinous customary practices
Intending to create awareness
‘among ll:e rmm;muzmum send a
.message Lo the people sitting in
. the corridors of power, the b%uk
i m%iﬁ for the Bill on Do-
i 1olence that is lyi
; P!ndln; with the Minm.r; ’L’?
Wmnm s Development.
To pay tributes to all those
have been and are the

. dally those martyred in th
“of honour, the book is dle;k[“::::fl

| ‘o 9‘_?;:‘ and their sacrifices.

presents a complete
L etonal and interea-

T

¢ 415 T ACTIVOM AGRE
sy L AUNCHING. CEREMAONT
4R NEHIN SHAHEED

* JECEMBER, 2008, ISLAMABAD
ar AURAT!FGUNDAT’ON

s
tional policy commitiments of the
government regarding women
while regretting that there is no
national policy on wviclence
againsl women,

The launch of book’ was fol-
lowed by a thought-provoking
‘Mushaira’ in which women rights
activists and poets expressed the
feelings of women, majority of
whom experience violence in one
way or the other during their
lives.

These who presented their
emotional and passionate poetic
verses included Mehmooda
Ghazia, Farkhanda Shamim. Aliya
Mirza, Mumtaz Begum, Shamim
Ikramullah, Fehmida Riaz,
Farhana Wahga, Marvi Sermed
and Mehboob Sada

Dealing with the issue — from
paychological viclence faced by a
little girl in the form of gender
discriminution to burtal alive of
women in the name of honor —
the poets made many eyes wel
while describing the feclings a
woman pass through different
stages of life.

Speaking at the launch,
Rakhshanda Naz of Aurat Foun-
dation satd that recent research
had revealed that 90 percent of
women face violenee in one furm
or the other in the country. “A so-

AURTAIN

< Wi, ' F A - 3
ciety cannot be called civilised
until it has zero tolerance for vie-
lence against women,” she added. =

Justice Majida Rizwd saicd that
there wos @ need to reach victims
of violence in the rural areas, as
they were not able to enjoy the -
freedom avaiiable to women liv- =
ing in the urban regions. “The =
government and civil society ©
should chalk out a mechanism to
provide legal protection to o
women living in the Tar-flung
areas as the most heinous cases
of violence happen in those =
areas,” she stressed. :

Human rights activist Tahira =
Abdullah said that the days of ac- =~
tivism should be about violence -
against women instead of dedi- -
cating them to gender violence. =
“It's the men who inflict violence &
on women most of the time and =
the terms we use should reflect =
the fact,” she said.

A postcard urging all seg- =
ments of the society to join hands *
to end violence against women .
wiy also launched on the occa-
sion. The message inscribed on =
the card demands zero tolerance
for violence against women from &
both the government and society '
and calls for elimination of antl>:"
women customs and traditiona” ©

Phota by Muhammad .L-

The News — December 4, 2008
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DIR: The incident of honour killing ghlan fag -
at Matar Nihag Durn in Upper Dir
district & couple of weeks ago was
not reported to police as R jirga
held in April this year had wamed
to kill those reporting the honour
killing incidents to police or fling
A 0S¢ in court.

~ Though the Jirga verdict was
widely condemned and the Provin-
ctal government had tuken same
ostensible actions to engure Bov-
ernment wril but not-reporting of
the Incident has exposed govern-
ment's fuilure to handle the Insue
Mrlz:i,nd in line with the laws

_Even no one in the area was
willing to tell about the killings or
md some information in arder o

v fatic petion
S i et et by e
of breaking the inciden o poljce
aNd were even denying the jne.
dent. Two persons, Hameeda and
Gul were killed on suspicion of
having illicit relation in Matar on
July 20, It was second incident of

our killing in Uipper Dir in July.
m ;:mernm police station even
. OeCurTence of in-
cident in that are, I'i:::::'::hw

urday, the palice station of Wari
ot oaly confirmed the but
also informed that r‘aaehlflm{lq‘been
regestered, Yot no ome las Ty
tered the FIR but police on its own
registered a case aguinst the B
cused, Sher, after a week following
Tiding the area and confirming the
;;m:h»m,' the police official said
¢ said the aggrieved ¢ had
not lodged the FIR but ;m was
party in the FIR
1 merits & mention {hat the
Jirga had ‘advised’ local journalists
ol o report honour-killing inci-
dénts to thelr respective organisy-
Lo,
& Tu}huﬁe. Salth Rehman, the
ruther of another o i
Vetim in Wdﬁgﬁiﬁa i
personal grores with them umtﬁ
the cloak of llunougil‘lftll'icn%is is
brother, Badshah Zada, had never
developed illicit relation with the
wife of his cousin, Bakhy Rawan.

His brother wax killed on July

16. He also informed that the local
Maliks of Nawr were fordng them
to strike a deal with the

and hush-up the matier “My
brother was Innocent hut was
killed for the crime he had never
COmmitted,” he adeed,

Salih informed that his brother
Was earning his bread and barter in
Kushinir and had returned Just 12
days before the incident, ~We had
cut-off all of our Inter-family rels-
;I‘:I)‘r; and were banned on each
gave n ‘s house. So how a person can
m?&a_dmmm develop illicit relation s such a sit.

& said the people were Vight-  uation,” he argued,

The News - August 2, 2006

news but police denied it. “Niz onee
wast willing to confirm the incident
When [ started investigation abuut
the: happening but a local of War, en.
Jo¥ing a good official position not
only e bt the ingicdens
et gve names of the vietimes as wel]

breaking such an incident How-
Ever, when again contacted on Sat-

| ration wn!‘h Women Workers Help Line, Kashf Founda% ;
Ii-? solidarity with the whwgs
ress Club an Monday.
A large number of activists of women NGOs pa:ﬁ?‘jgahed in
the walk to mark the international day for Women rights
aglmsr.s. They were holding placards and banners inseribed
ufrt_h the slogans to eng violence against women and honour
killing. They also chanted slogans for their rights.

They demanded equal economic opportunities to the women
50 thp_v could save their rights. They said 'women were being
exploited by their families i (he name of values. The activists
urged media and ciyil society to launch an awareness campaign
o end the violence against women,

LAHORE: Supporters of Women Workers Help Line
shout slogans against torture on women during a protest

demonstration on Monday.-Staff photo

The News - November 30, 201

» T R ——
A melodious voic
T Tl e
PESHAWAR: A melodions vojce
was silenced with s when an
upcoming female Pashto singer
and postess, Ayran Udas, was

shot dead inside her flag Diligak
Road here Mondsy, i

=
(3

The news of the murder of : i
im. popularly known a5 o :
Ayman Udas, shocked the artiste  Apman Ydes
gﬁmn'nuu;yfaawﬂmthmmml‘
* fans of the good looking and Usinan, s 3 i
, Spouse of the buddin
melodious singer. The melodic and singer and lyricist, (oid r;:n I‘f

baripura police that brothers of
Ayman were against ler second
marriage as well as her singing, Ho
said that on Monday 1.“'(!“:?:1":!1113
of Ayman, Alamgar and Lsiil, al-
legedly shot liar dead when he
(spouse) left his fla, to ferch mulk

lenced at the peak of her career
wherein she struck unparalle|
heights over the lagt few months,
In her early 303, she was divoreed
rand had got married for second
time kst month,

Jé scene after

TR L e

‘é&ﬂ(mﬁn,qm-a they have
lodged the first information report
in the case and had raided several
Spots 0 arrest the killers, Immedi-
ately after the killing of Ayman, it
wus largely suspected that mili-
Lants might have killed her because
several male and female singers as
well as drama agtistes clafmed to
have received Threats from certain
militant groups, asking them to
quit the profession or face action.

However, her husband Iner dis.
closed she was killed by her own
bruthers for hreaking the family u-
dhitions by rarrying for sccomd time

Ayman got popularity in very
short period of time after she ap-
peared on television only a few

ngs
cluded ‘Laks da gul pashan azgho id|
usam’ wnd Zama Da meeney na tobd |
bia ba na kam meena; Da Jallan|
meena ajecba da bia ba na ko |
meena’ (Like a flower | live aImeang
the thorns; And [ swear | will
ever indulge in love as the love
beloved is strange (painful). =%
‘Mra shuma ashra khu
jwando ki usem, janana sta,
waswaso ki usam' (1 still
amony the living beings though
died long agp. Because [ still live b
your (beloved) dreams,
Ayman had expressed her
most confidence, grief and pil
in her songs. She knew she'w
not die even after her death an
she will live s rule the hearts o
her fans. = |

/e Nation - April 28, 2009

Sir: Itis a sad day for human rights. The tragic
and heart-breaking murder of a young,
newlywed girl at the behest of her own family
outside the Lahore High Court (LHC) shows
the deplorable state our judiciary, legislature
and cultural emotions are set in, Where was
the police when she was pounded with bricks?
She was well within the judicial compounds of
a metropolis! However, the state's failure 10
protect her does not end here, Honour killings
as acts of murder are not considered g crime
against the state but an individual within
familial settings. Since such killing has deeply
entrenched notions of merality and honour:
the police and judiciary are reluctant to

intervene, implicdly allowing the male
dominated jirgas (tribal courts) in semi-
autonomous tribal areas to take charge. Laws
are meani 1o protect the weak but the
controversial Hudood Ordir
women’s abilities o exerc
decision-making,

e constricts

> independent

The 1990 Qisas and Divat Ordinance lets the
concerned parties decide the victim's fate
Should the perpetrator be reported, pardoned
of required o pay diyat {hlood money) thus
keeping state scrutiny at bay? The alarming
appeal and vehemence of this ancient beast
lewves little to report, leaving a rather dismal
picture of the actual number of deaths, Ifthis is

the attitude of socicty towards exercising
free choice, Ferzana Igbal’s father was
not wrong to admil that he had done the
right thing, The recent development to
make honour killings part of the Anti
Terrorism Act, liable to seven years
imprisonment, is also being met with
scepticism, The government should out
rightly ban such foul practices without
the ability of perpetrators to pay diyat
and buy their freedom,

MOBEEN SHAH

UK
Daily Times — May 29, 2014

SWABI - Collective efforts and
joint struggle are the prerequi-
site for eradication the honour
killing and scuttling the violence
against the women in our socie-
ty because our societal structure
is totally different and if we
failed to take pPrompt meaning-
ful steps it would put more in-
m;;-nt souls on swoard.

is was stated by different
speakers in a one-day seminar
which was arranged by Oxfam
Creat Britain and cantinued tll
ht::u S;::rg;y. 113.9 seminar was
4 religious scholars,
social workers, - .

End to hondiir
against wom

pretext to kill the fe -

They said Islam wants that the
rocess of the witnesses should
¢ completed and when it
proves that a couple was really
involved in such practice then
there is punishnent for botn of
them and only the male or fe-
male should not be targeted.

They said our pious religion
does not allow the killing of the
women without concrete wit-
nesses and those who ignored
these facts would violate the
principles of our religion. They
said Islam is a perfect code of life
and it does not allow anyone to
base only doubt for the killing
of any person.

The social workers declared
that it was not an easy task to
work against the -mour killing
in our society due to people
sticking with dputdated customs
and whatever they say or claim

ngs
ssed

that was considered absolutely
right. They that with-
out imparting of modern educa-
tion to the people it is an uphill
task to achieve the targeted ob-
jectives. However, they said that
their awareness campaign
against the honour killing had
nﬁ:ad_v yielded itive resulls

They vowed to continue
their struggle against the hon-
our killing and violence
against the wamen which had
already taken a big toll of the
females.

They said they had involved
everyone in their struggle and
that was the reason that they
succeeded to march towards
their goal steadily.

They said those societias who
ignored the female role in the

evelopment of their nations
they failed o make progress and
become prosperous. P



LAST week, the Senate's Functional
Committee on Human Rights called for dis-
banding the misogynistic and retrogressive
Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) and sug-
gested that its budget be reallocated to the
National Commission on the Status of
Women. Such insightful and inspired think-
ing from the upper house is a treat — and
testament to why democracy is the only way
forward for Pakistan.

The case for disbanding the CII is strong.
Its headline-making recommendations —
making child marriage and the ‘light’ beat-
ing of one’s wife permissible, amongst others
— have already demonstrated that it has
nothing to offer Pakistan in 2016. Its input on
issues ranging from co-education to contra-
ception and women in the workplace are
anathema to present-day Pakistan where
women are breadwinners, top scorers,
record-breakers, Nobel laureates and more.

The CII has long outlived its mandate.
Tasked in 1962 to review Pakistani laws, the
council should have been disbanded after
submitting its report (several decades late) in
1996. On a more fundamental level, the coun-
cil is redundant. Pakistan’s Constitution —
and the Federal Shariat Court — are suffi-
cient to ensure that our laws are compatible
with Islam.

The fact that the council is deeply politi-
cised furthers the case for its dissolution.
Only the most naive would fail to acknowl-
edge that the CII is a sop to religious political
parties that muster no traction at the ballot
box. It offers a way for Pakistan’s political
parties to appease the religious right without
making concrete concessions. Most members
of the council, including the current chair
man, are partisan. This means that the coun-
cil is vulnerable to being co-opted — as it was
under Zia — to push through repressive polit-
ical agendas.

If we lived in a perfect Pakistan, the CII
wouldn’t last another day. Sadly, we do not.
We live in a Pakistan where people denounce
their compatriots as infidels; where clerics
come on air to incite violence against already
persecuted communities; where a famous
qawwal and a free-spirited civil rights activ-
ist are shot on the streets of our most thriving
metropolis; where family members kill,
strip, torture, and maim their daughters and
sisters to preserve so-called honour; and
where women are the first to criticise how
other women dress and label them immoral.
We live in a Pakistan where the CII should be
an abhorrent anachronism but, instead,
articulates the prevailing mindset.

The question of what the state should do
with the CIl is, in other words, a question of
what it should do about the high tide of
.extmn}:_# inthe country, The past decade of

ploodshg ﬂ“ﬂl‘l‘:“}?-haiiﬂ‘fd’e;ui’w

BY HUMA YUSUF

Anachronistic CII

the government can no longer turn a blind
eye. But if it pushes through progressive leg-
islation and clamps down on intolerant and
regressive voices, extremist ideclogies will
only percolate in madressahs, on social
media, in Al Huda classes. The Taliban nar
rative of an Islamic public resisting a secular
state will become more entrenched. Mob jus-
tice will become more commonplace. The
state will lose further credibility.

Imran Khan seems to be clumsily making
this point in his defence of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government’s decision to fund
Darul Uloom Haggania. But his is not the way
forward either.'To support a seminary with a
dubious and violent track record before it has
implemented significant reforms is obviously a
form of pandering to the religious right, and it
is patronising of Khan to pretend otherwise.

The challenge for the government in a post-
Zia Pakistan is to address extremism — and
the excesses of bodies like the CII — without
its actions being reframed as a clash between
secularism and
Islamism. It should go
without saying that
there is absohutely no

In a perfect

Pakis[an, : space for the govern-
ment to become
the CII involved in religious

wouldn’t l1ast debate o juxispene
dence. ut it can
another day shape the environ-

—— e . ment in which reli-

gious discourse takes
place, and reorient the conversation to be one
between reformists and fundamentalists.

What does this mean in practice? Genuine
and comprehensive madressah reforms and
regulation; even more stringent laws against
sectarian hate speech; a continuing crack-
down against all violent extremist groups,
protections for free speech and freedom of
expression; support for civil society inter-
faith and other dialogue initiatives; the
reduction of political space for religious par-
ties that have no electoral mandate.

In its early incarnations, the CII was
required to be headed by a judge and com-
prised lawyers, judges and some ulema. Itisa
reflection of Pakistan’s trajectory that Ir’zl_x-
gious ‘scholars’ have outstripped civilian
voices. Perhaps thé government should con-
sider replacing the council with a body_ as was
originally intended, expanded to include
women'’s and human rights groups, free :fpeefh
advocates, yourth ambassadors and minority
representatives. Such a council cﬂluld set the
tenor for informed and inclusive discourse on
key issues, and help a deeply radicalised soci-
l-_'l'_\lc' make peace with itself again. ®
The wiiter is a freelance journalist.
hyma.yysuf@agail.com p,,. 44 July 4. 20163
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Honor Killing in Pakistan Leaves Sisters Dead

Two murders this week have caused a stir in Pakistan. On July 29, Kosar and Gulzar
Bibi, sisters ages 22 and 28, were shot by their brother, 35 year-old Nasir Hussain, the
night before their weddings. Reports said that Hussain objected to his sisters marrying
men they had chosen themselves, and he wanted them to marry someone in their

extended family. Mehar Riiaz, senior police officer, told reporters “the brother shot

dead both sisters yesterday and fled the site. It is a simple case of killing for honor.”
The father of the siblings, Atta Mohammad, said that hi's son “ruined my family, he

destroyed us, he destroyed everything.”

This “honor killing” followed the murder of social media star Qandeel Baloch, who was
strangled to death by her brother later stated he was “not embarrassed” of the murder.
According to the Washington Post, 1,000 Pakistani women diein “honorkillings” every
year. Last month, Pakistan's law minister announced that parliament would be voting

Saturday 30

on bills that addressed “honor killings” and increased rape convictions. Many times the

offenders of these killers receive no legal consequences because other family members

don't press charges against them.

August 4, 2016




Telling The Stories Of The Victims Of 'Honor Killings'

By Beenish Ahmed

wirdered by their familie

s-old and three
stoned to death

months pre
I

2 thenumber mi

by members of her own e

court house in Lahore, Paki

witside of g

the way Parve

er homa vil

he family of 5
woman. In honor 5, 14l

woman i

relationship, v
volved with her, the
killed under the pros

Cland make note of the
iind them. Asim participated

than a thousand people were killed in honor-

¥ ;
he gruesome way in which théa ‘ndbe of a
man i Multan were cut off by armed men for mar-

* tying a wosnan of their tribe is  barbaric remuinder
‘of just how obdurate certain segments of Pakistani soci-
eiyminﬂemmmheﬂglﬁmmmﬁwy
warit. The grotesque incident also shows that while a
country like Pakistan may have good laws on its statute
books — the recently passed Women's Protection Bill
being a case In paint — there is a lot more to be done in
terms of changing social attitudes towards women. This
is particularly true for the rural areas though it is by no
means restricted to them for the simple reason that pa-
triarchy and misogyny are states of mind and can be
found in the most unlikely of places and in the most un-
expected of peaple.

The action by the police in harassing the victim and
his family and of a local union council nazim whao al--
legedly patronised the attackers s also disappointing but
typical. According to the victim's family, the police re-|
fused to register a case after the woman's relatives had |
shown up earlier and severely beaten up one of his |
brothers. Igbal — the man whose ears and nose were cut
off — is a cobbler and that also probably is another in-
dicator which explains why he had to undergo such a

 harrowing ordeal. Whether one likes it or not, the truth
is that large swathes of Pakistani society are class-rid-

den and stratified. People who happen to be at the so- |

called lower rungs of society, such as labourers, drivers, !
waiters or cobblers cannot even dream of marrying girls |
who come from families deemed to have a higher social
standing. It is abvious that Iqbal made this terrible mis-
take and he and his family has had to pay for it dearly.
One now waits to see what kind of justice he and his
family and his wife receive from the federal and provin-
cial governments. Those police officials who have ha-
rassed his family members and abetted the terrible crime
need to be sacked and tried in a court of law, Of course, |
it goes without saying that the men who cut his ears and
nose off should be immediately arrested and given ex-
emplary punishment as well because that is the only way |
to send a strong message to others who may have the !
same barbaric and medieval thinking. One would also
strongly advise a federal minister from the area, who vis-
ited the victim i hospital and then proceeded to absolve
the police of any wrongdoing, not to interfere with the
legal jnicess. The aninister is also reported 16 htve-ex:
plained the incident away by saying that the victim's
family and his wife's clan had an old enmity — surely,
winister, that doesn't justify what happened to Igbal?
Other than the perpetrators of this brutal act, and the
police officials who harassed Iqbal's fanily, the investi-
gation also needs to account for the conduct of the local
union council nazim who, according to Igbal, acted to
pratect his attackers, Since the police itself is party to
the crime, or at least involved in it according to the vic-
tim’s account and because it often tends to get away
scot-free in such cases, it would be best for the govern
frient {0 investigate the incident through & judge of the
superior coarts, aE
* Thé News — January 5, 2007

emarks by the Chief Yithe of PakistansTftikhar
Muhammad Chaodhry, g J-sEmigar in
Karachi that there is nothifitshonoiifghté about
honour killings and that they have notting 16 do with any

religion are weleome, Some right find this 10 be 2 case
of stating the obvious but given the disturbing frequency
with which such crimes take place in society, all such com-
ments, especially from the country's highest judge, are
welcome. The message that ‘honour killing is othing but
premeditated murder and finds no Suction in religion
Something that needs wo be ¢ all over the country, es-
Pecially in the backward rural areas of interior Sindh,
?ﬂl Punjab, Balochistan and NWFP where they appear
m:fm forms and names. Regreitably a considersble
Mwm Pukistani society seems 1o find nothing wrong in
.mmm » MOstly hectuse it gees women as nothing
Propenty ar 3 barometer of a family or clan’s
mwmdmm' To preserve this sense of ‘honour’, very
e 20l confitied boundaries ace set for women and if
mm mm mn their fife,
B set by wen and they can he
Sringent and unreasorable s ot behﬂaﬂNeé to ver-

ture out of the home -— not aven for pursuing an educa-
tion of employment — or not talking to anyone ouiside
the premises of the horme. This nusagynist strain runs so
strong that women who may enter into conversation With
males in their village who may not be their family mem-
bers are looked &t with suspicion and their character is
questioned. Olyionsly, no such conditions or judgments
are wade on the men in their fandly and they are freeto
g0 about and do whatever they wish. Such double stan-
dards are taken in everyone's stride but it is the wotien
who end up suffering the most ~— and in the majority of
cases they do it siiently. The murders happen when & an
feels that his family's ‘honour” has defiled so much so that
killinyg the woman who has done this is seen as a way of
purging the clan’s pame of the taint. This becomes evea
more complicated because of the presence of laws like the
Qisas and Divat ordinance which allows for a compromise
between the vietim's family and the murderer in the form
of a pardon or payment of compensation. Since Most
cases of honour’ killings are carried out by a hushand, fa-
ther or soh, many murderers get off with no punishmuent
at . An important and much-needed step is for paria-
ment 10 legislate aganst such bad laws.

The News — September 19, 2008
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Khabrain — June 24, 2004
Nothing Changes

ecent reports have highlighted Qandeel Baloch’s connections to bookies in Dubai and
allegations of blackmail against the social media celebrity, claiming she was
xhorting celebrities by using videos and images for blackmail. This does not change
the current debate on the custom of honour killing and the laws that support the exchange of
bloody money and the culprit being by the victims family. Qandeel could have been pious or
promiscuous, it does not matter. Using this new revelation as a means to detract from her
honour killing would show a lack of tact, as the real issue is not if she was good or bad, but that
girls getmurdered by criminals who the state doesn’t not adequately punish.
The media has a role to play in highlighting the real issues, and any story such as this, which
attempts to sideline the real issue, should not be used to draw more readership. Qandeel
Baloch’s case does not signify the entire struggle against honour killings, but her murder did
bring the debate to the forefront in a very real and ugly way. Whether she was or was not a
criminal is of absolutely no consequence posthumously, nor is anything else, except the
conviction of all those involved in her murder, and the logical extension of using her death as a
catalystto prevent further honour killings.
Qandeel deserves justice now, just as much as she did before. The law protects citizens from
extra-judicial murders, regardless of character or creed. This is the role of the state - to be a
neutral arbiter and the only body with the legitimate monopoly over violence. Honour killings
and extra-judicial murders, regardless of motive, are crimes.
[f the state and legislature does not accept them as such, it means that the state is not one at all,
that its executive arms share power with illegitimate power holders; an unacceptable
arrangement forany citizen.
The Nation — August 1, 2016

Woman arrested for honour killing of daughter

By Afp and Chris Summers For Mailonling April 28, 2016

i - — '
Man stabs his 16-year-old sister to death in Pakistan 'honour killing' -
because she was using a mobile phone

APakistani man used a kitchen knife to murder his sister after fying into a rage when he caught her using a mobile phone. .

Hayat Khan, 20, altacked his 16-year-old sister Sumaira at their home in the Orangi Town neighbourhood of Karachi on
Wednesday.
Senior police officer Azfar Mahesar said the brother later threw her out of the house where she lay on the steps as neighbours
gatherad to help.
Awoman using a mobile phone, in particular to speak to a male non-relative, is seen as highly taboo among conservative elements
in Pakistani society.
Speaking to AFP from his jail cell, Khan said; 'She was talking to someone at the entrance of the house, | asked her who was there
and she replied why are you bothered it's none of your business, | am free to talk to anyone.
| justwanted to scare her off with the knife but it hurt her fatally.'
He added: 'Of course itis very sad, | wish | could also die.'
Mobile phone footage shot by an unknown onlooker showed several men and boys standing around Sumaira, who was seen
dressedinaredtunie ad orange headscarf and draped in a blanket as she writhed in pain.
Ayoung boy is showri fighting back tears as one man says in Pashto: 'Let's take her to a hospital in a car.
Another man replies: It's almost here, it's coming brother.'
AbdulHakeem, a local resident, said: 'She was taken by carto a private hospital but she died before she arrived.’
Mr Mahesar told AFP the police had taken the unusual step of making themselves the complainants in the case, in order to avoid a
Ioophole in the law that allows the relatives ofthe victim to forgive the killer.
He said: 'We have registered the case on behalf of the state as we don't want to give the family the option of setfling the case outside
court.!

The move came after Sy maira's father Inayat Khan told reporters: ‘What is done is done' and said he forgave his son.

:l:dr_edsofu?omen are murdered by their relatives in Pakistan each year on the pretext of defending family ‘honour’
Girlin the River: The Price of Fargiveness, which tels the story of a survivor of an attempted 'honour killing’, won the Oscar for best
:;:ﬁuman!aw short earfier this year.
dstan amended its criminal code | : ; . 3 + Ives
&in 20054 hment by pardoning themselves
asan 'heir' of the victim, 12005 1o prevent men who kill female relatives escaping punishment by pai g
Butitis ; Bl ! g ! ;
Wrﬂbﬂto a]ud;lgs sdiscretion to decide whether to impose a prison sentence when other relatives of the victim forgive the killer, a
Phole which critics Eay is oflen exploited.

Minister ;
awaz Sharif has vowed to eradicate the 'evit of henour killings but no legisiation has been tabled.



Pakistan 'honour' killings: The mother who burned her
daughter alive for marrying the wrong man
Kathy Gannon

‘I have killed my daughter. I have saved my honour. She will never shame me again’

Parveen Rafig closed her hands around the neck of her youngest daughter, Zeenat,

and squeezed and squeezed until the girl was almost dead. Then, in the tiny apartment where
the family lived, she doused the 18-year-old with kerosene and set her on fire. Neighbors saw
the smoke and rushed to the home. Someone inside, apparently one of Rafiq's daughters-in-
law, was screaming, "Help her! Help!" But the door was bolted from within. Moments later,
they heard Rafiq scream from her rooftop "I have killed my daughter. I have saved my
honour. She will never shame me again.”
The countries with anti-women laws;
Zeenat's crime was marrying a childhood friend she loved, defying her widowed mother's
pressure for an arranged marriage and, in the mind of her mother and many of her neighbors,
tarnishing her family's honour.
Her macabre death on June & in the eastern city of Lahore was the latest in a series of increasingly
gruesome "honour killings" in Pakistan, a country with one of the highest rates of such killings in
the world.
In one case. a mother slit the throat of her pregnant daughter who had married a man she loved. In
yet another a jilted suitor doused a teenage girl with kerosene and set her on fire.
In the city of Abbottabad, a teenage girl was tortured, injected with poison and then strapped to
the seat of a vehicle, doused with gasoline and set on fire. Her crime was helping a friend clope.
The old order of misogyny and extremism is falling apart, is really crumbling Marvi Sermid,
political commentator and women's rights activist. A jirga, or council of local elders, orderec_! her
killing and dictated the manner of her death. The vehicle was parked in a public place, outside a
bus stop as a message to others.
The brutality and rapid succession of killings horrified many Pakistanis. The numbers of such
killings have climbed in lockstep with their sometimes-public spectacle. Last year, three pcople
a day were killed in "honour" crimes in Pakistan: a total of 1.096 women and 88 men, according
to the independent Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. In 2014, the number was 1,005
women, including 82 children, up from 869 women killed a year earlier. The true numbers are
believed to be higher, with many cases going unreported, activists say.
Some human rights and women's rights activists believe honour killings have been inching up
and showing greater brutality as the older generation tries to dig in against creeping change. Over
the years, more women have been going to school and working outside the home, even among
lower and lower middle class, and use of social media has helped women raise their voices.
"The old order of misogyny and extremism is falling apart, is really crumbling," says
Marvi Sermid, a political commentator and women's rights activist. Conservative Muslim
clerics are furious over the creeping change and are fighting back with regressive changes
targeting women, she said.
The changes are a serious challenge to the status quo in Pakistan, where centuries of tradition and
culture have tied the idea of a woman as a pristine and untouched commodity to a family's
honour. Deeply conservative traditions have been further strengthened by decades of
governments and military dictators who have often curried the support of religious hard-liners
with legislation enshrining the old ways.
But more than 70 percent of Pakistan's 180 million people are under 30, and among the
younger, more tech-savvy generation, some are vocally challenging the traditions of their
clders to an unprecedented degree.
Salman Akram Raja, a lawyer, said the young are pushing traditional boundaries even if the
state is lagging behind and even if the conservative old guard is lashing back. "I don't think
this archaic order will win," Raja said. "But it is going to go down violently."

ABBOTTABAD: Police escort blindfolded suspects accused of killing and setting fire to a

girl on the orders of a Jlrga as they appear at a court on Thursday.— AFP

Jirga kills girl for ‘helping friend elope’

14 members of village council arrested

SAID ALAM KHAN/AGENCIES
ESHAWAR
A teen girl in Abbortabad district
was drugpged, strangled and then
her bady sct ablaze because she
helped her friend elope, police said
Thursday, announcing the arrest of
14 people in a twist on the grim
practice of *honour killings'.
Ambreen, 16, was set ablaze last
week in the town of Donga Gali,
about S0km northeast of capital
Islamabad on the orders of a
village jirga (council), said district
police chief Saced Wazir.
The girl's mother, Shamim Bibi
told gohcc lier daughter had
helped elope a couple from the
nenarby village of Makol in
defiance of cultural norms,
“The jirga then (on April 29) took
her to un abandoned place @ tside
the \-'ll_]agﬁ and ma her
unconscious by injecting her with
some drugs,” said e\"azir.g
“Then they scated the girl in a
Suzuki van in which the couple
had escaped. They tied her hands
to the seats and then paured petrol
on her and the vehicle.” The
;;h;clt w}"zas bscl ablaze, “T hadn't
such a barbaric i
ottt sajﬁ.L attack in my
The honour killing was ardered as
& as
m'sh"ﬂ:-prm l;\Irhal the counc
i s arable damage to 1
village's reputation, The ccnugﬂg
appeared to have escoped.
:3;,“"-1:: }j!‘i""tamwh d Ii members
0 ordered th
mmﬂﬁﬁufr&s g'ﬁm';‘é’i“- Jice
= hdiurram said. Th

:%mm_ s mother and brother wcr:

S0 arrested hecause they
A :;‘g!"gﬂ'idccision.

local -lefTorism court on
'n"“‘iiy © SUSpects

mto police custody for two weeks
onmurderand terrorism charges.
Locals said the couple ran away on
April 23. They ‘:lc]‘iu-‘c they have
comtracted 8 marmiage and are now
living in hiding,
According to the statements of the
accused, an elected nazim of a
village council (Pervez) headed
the jirga at the house of the owner
of the van (Naseer Ahmed) on
April 28 where they discussed the
elopement of Saima.
The jirga in s decree accused
Ambreen of facilitating Saima to
elope with 4 boy she loved., It also
found Naseer guilty #s his van was
used by the eloping girl. The jirga
decided that both Ambreen and
Naseer must be punished for
earning a bad name 1o the village
and an example should be set so
that no girl can dare marry without
consentof their family,
As per the decision, Ambreen was
called outside her house on the
night of April 28, She was first
given drugs o make her
unconscious and then strangled.
Later her body was tied to the back
seat of the van and the van was set
ablaze at Donga Gali last Friday.
Another vehicle parked near the
Euucd van also caught fire and was
Lt ot
Ambreen’s father Riasat, a
labourer who works in
Balochistan's Gadani area
returned to his village soon after
the incident. Sources said that
vietim’s family 1s stated (o be the
poor ang, whi?e family of the girl
\D\r}';_o s eloped is relatively well-

Graphic images of Ambreen's
mutilated body made rounds on
Flu: tntemet and sparked outrage
amang people. After seeing those

pictures, a local resident
ap{:machud journalists to
hghlight the issue and present the
true story, so that justice could be
done.

Soon after the tragic incident,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Pervez Khattak and
National Assembly’s Standing
Committee on Human Rights
ordered stern action against the
culprits,

CM’s adviser on information
Mushtag Ghani, whe also belongs
to Abbottabad district, met with
victim's family. He condemned
Ambreen’s killing in strong words
and said that the jirga was illegal
and it has no status, ﬁecause it was
not consisting of elders but of
infamous people.

Locals said that holding jirgas is a
common practice in the area but
this i5 the first time an incident of
this type has taken place, Women
are being killed in the name of
honour in Pakistan, but it is rare fo
hear that a facilitator of an cloping
couple is punished to death.

DPO Khurram Rasheed said that
head of the jirga, Pervez, had
confessed to the crime. He said
that pelice traced the accused
through mobile data and they were
]ncke%‘l up one after another. He
said that FIR has been registered
agamnst the jirgs members in the
case under Section 302 of Pakistan
Penal Code and Section 7 of Anti-
Terrorism Act.

Jirgas, or tribal councils, are often
called parts of Pakistan as a means
af local confliet resolution, but
their edicts have no legal standing
under country s law,

More than 500 men and women
were killed in honour killings in
the country last year, according o

the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan. Many of those crimes are
carricd out by relatives who say
the victims have brought shame on
the family.

Few cases go to court, but among
those that do, attackers are often
forgiven under a clause of law
rooted in Islamic law. Legislation
is currently pending at Pakistan’s
parliament 10 close the loophole,
which many say encourages such
attacks.

Activist Samar Minallah said such
jirgas can make such decisions to
teach a lesson to other women in
the community. “Until and unless
you take stromg action against
these jirga members and their
supporters in the community, no
law can help to stop the brutal
killing of women for ﬁunuur." she
said,

Pakistan amended its criminal
code in 2005 to prevent men who
kill female chJu:ivcs escaping
punishment by pardoning
themselves as an “heir” of the
victim. But it is left to a judge’s
discretion to decide whether to
impose a prison senlence when
other relatives of the victim
forgive the killer - a loophole
which crities say remains
exploited.

“A Girl in the River; The Price of
Forgiveness” - a film telling the
story of a rare survivar of an
attempted honour killing - won
the Academy Award for best
documentary short in February.
Amid publicity for the film,
Prime Minister Mawaz Sharil’
vowed to eradicate the evil of
honour killings but ne fresh
legislation has been tabled since

thetlpy o Nation — May 6, 2016




Two sisters, Kausar and Gulzar Bibi, hailing from a town in central Punjab became the latest vietims of “honour” kil ling on
the eve of their wedding. They were shot dead by their brother for opting to marry outside their caste, The other brothers of
the deceased said that the culprit Nasir was opposed to their marriage, but the rest of the family members including their
parents wanted the marriage to go ahead. Nasir fled the site after shooting his sisters, Reports suggest that the two sisters had
developed a liking for the men they were about to marry in Karachi, where the four worked until recently. The sisters were
able to persuade their parents for the marriage., but Nasir was opposed to them zuarrying outside their caste. A relative of the
family claimed that Nasir killed his two sisters with the consent of his brothers,

Although a case is regristered against Nasir under Section 302 of the Pakistan Penal Code, itis highly unlikely that the culprit
would receive the punishment under the current law with its glaring loopholes. The current laws allow the victim’s
parents/guardians to pardon the murderer, and the state cannot tuke any action against the perpetrator. Approximately, 500-
1.000 women are killed in the name of honour in Pakistan every vear.

Following Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy’s documentary on honour killings in Pakistan, the issue was highlighted worldwide.
Prime Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif had vowed to fast-track the bill against [dis]honour killings, but cases of such
killings are still on the rise. There is an urgent need to introduce a law against this menace. Strict punishments should be
outlined for the alleged perpetrators, and the condition of forgiving the murdered should be eliminated. The recent killing of
social media celebrity Qandeel Baloch also highlighted the need to introduce strict measures, A positive development from
her case was that the state barred her family from pardening her brother. Loapholes that allow culprits to get away without
any consequences should be addressed by the government. Following the murder of Qandeel, many government figures
including the federal law minister Zahid Hamid had vowed to introduce the bill in parliament in a few weeks,

Maore than the implementation of law. there is a need to change attitudes of Pakistan's patriarchal society where the murder
of women in the name of honour is considered a norm. Women are made a symbol of honour for menfalk in their families.
The attitudes develop right from their childhood as parents instruct their children to follow certain norms that propagate
superiority of males in society. There is blatant endorsement of the notion of male superiority and women being second-
class citizens — disposable and dispensable. There is hardly ever news of a male being killed for bringing disgrace to his
family. Why is it always the female whose actions hurt the so-called honour of the family so much that even their loved ones
do not shy away from taking their lves? Although the implementation of stringent laws is necessary to curtail the practice,

the change needs to come at the fundamental level to rid Pakistan of this evil aguinst women.

The male-dominated society of Pakistan would change the day the birth of a girl is celebrated with as much joy as that of a

boy. Things would change for females when starting from the home, preferential treatment to male members is discarded for
equal treatment of all children. Violence against women will end when violence against all weaker beings — children,

animals — is condemned in categorical terms. And the dishonour of “honour” killings will vanish from our society when

females of the family are loved and valued, and not looked at as items of “honour™ in validation of misplaced male ego and

entitlement, Daily Times — August 2, 2016

; e : X « ; 3
Afamily mernb_er of a pregnant woman who was stoned to death by a mob wails over her body in an ambulance ata
local hospital in Lahore, Pakistan. The father of Farzana Parveen and four other men have been charged with
killing her after she married against the family's wishes and their trial was set to begin on Monday, police said.
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in the first case of its

kind in Western
Europe, a Danish

court has prosecuted
an entire family for

the honour-killing of
an 18-year-old

Wednesday 29

Pakistani immigrant.
Will the case set a
precedent for other

European countries
dealing with similar

incidents’?

The ruling was as historic. Last
week, a court in Copenhagen

practically convicted an entire
family for the role it played in

planning and executing the hon-
our-killing of 1B-year-afd
Ghazala Khan. Tt could set a

precedent for the rest of Europe
as countries seck to mete oot

punishment for similar crimes
The Danish court sentenced
the Pakistani immigrant’s ftather

to life in prison for his influen
tial role as patriarch in the plan-

ning of the murder. The brother
who actuallv carried out the act
of murdering Khan has been

Thursday 30

sentenced to 16 years in prison
Other family members were also
slapped with long prison sen-
tences for the role they played

in the crime.
The trial rivetted Danes and
also drew major international

_.l_t_ll:-n!inn Denmark’s Berlingske
lNdende called the convictions

a “sensation.” and the daily
Jydske Vestkysten called it a
“historic one for the entirc

world.”
Last September, Khan died

allt'rl her brother shot her. ex-
ecution style with his pistol in
i the village of Slagelse. Her Af-

! ghan_husbcnd — whom she had
\ married just two davs before

the shooting -- survived the at-
tack, but only after an emer
Bency operation,

The deeply religious Muslim
Pakistani immigrant family dis-
approved of her speedy mar-

. in Western
Europe

riage because it didn't conform
with their religious views.

What's most striking about
the case is that the court doled
out the most stringent punish-

i to the 's father, who |
idn’t actively participate in the
Crimee

The urt also sentenced the
girl’= aunt to 14 vears in prison
for luring the young woman to
ve thought would be a
reconciliation mecting with her
family. [nstead, the aunt bad
trickoed her by inviting her neice
to her own killing. The aunt will
be deported from Denmark as
soon as she finishes her sen-
tence.

what

preparing for the tnal.
based mostly on cir-
cumstar | evidence, prosecu-
tors untangled a crime that had
been r'n_-:nt'nfnalvgi and meticu
lously planned by the family.
Prosecutor je bt Anddersen
t the verdict as “"very

which was

a strong message to
other families who may be con-
sidering similar killings thatsuch
cases will nat be tolerated in
Denmark.” Moderate immiagrant
organtzati 5 also issued state-
ments supporting the convic-
tHons

Honour killings have “noth-
ing to do with Islam,” declared
the Dantsh organization Mus-
lims in Dhalogue. ” 1 lu-_\.‘ are cold-
blooded indifference.”

Spiegel

The Nation — July 8, 2006
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Man kills
daughter
for ‘talking
on phone’

By Our Correspondent lage Ding Shah, a tractor

T trolley hit a motoreycle-
rickshaw which was carry-
ing six passengers, Two of
the passengers, identified
as Rafiq and Khursheed,

KASUR: A man clubbed
his daughter 1o death for
talking on a mobile phone

| ;(aalllanau:n Svr:!ladm Jamber died on the spot while the
| gt nday. _re!'nain.ing four suffered
| ng W0 injuries. The road was one-

| Phoalnagar ic

¥ M\ﬂwgm;;d Abhafojsl::r
pected that his day,
Ultalf Bibi, was havif‘g‘:;'
affair. On the day of inci-
denr, Abbas

way and the tractortrolley,
]c_saded with wheat, wa‘s
vu_:laring traffic laws. The
injured, including the rick.
shaw driver, were taken to
the Districe Headquarters
Hospital. The driver of the
ractor trolley managed
his escape,

In another incident, a
speeding car turned over
near village Bhulo on the

on her mobi
phone. The EUspect man-
aged his escape. Police
sent the body to the Tehsil

';r:;:]‘:}}&)m Hospiral Ferozepur Road. As a
Accm];autu!:sy. 4 result, one Muhammad
NTS: . Three Altaf died on the spor

people .died while eight while four  includi
others aufl’er_ed injuries in -~ Numan, Imran anng
two road accidents, Zulfigar suffered serious

Ir the first incident on injuries; They were rushed

to the DHQ Hospiral,

Husband slaughters wife, two
stepchildren for honour

D!BALPUR: A husband has slaughtered his
wife and two innocent children in the name of
honour killing within the Saddar police
Jurisdiction in Dibalpur. Mohammad Ikhram
hailing from Fakhar Town had married to a
second wife Kausar a few years ago. Kausar
fjad two children Kashif and Samina from her
first husband who used to live with their
stepfather. Muhammad was suspicious about
the character of his wife and he used to have
quarrel and skirmishes with her wife over this
matter. He got infuriated over this matter and
slaughtered his second wife Kausar, stepson
Kashif, stepdaughter Samina while they were
sleeping at night. Police reached the site and
took the bodies into custody. Police shified the
bodies to Tehsil Headquarters Hospital for
pose-mortem. ONLINE

Daily Times — January 20, 2016

Dawn — May 23; 2016

Samia died of unnatural causes:
forensic report

By Waseem Ashraf Butt

GUIRAT: Samia Shahid — a
British citizen of Pakistani origin
suspected of being a victim of honour
killing — did not die of natural causes,
according Lo 4 forensic report,

Nabeela Ghazanfar, a spokesperson for
Punjab’s inspector general of police,
confirmed on Wednesday that the
forensic report had described Ms
Shahid’s death as unnatural as she had
been “asphyxiated”.

The spokesperson said the police
inquiry team had carried oul palygraph
(lie-detector) tests on three main
suspects. The reports of the tests had
been attached to the forensic report, she
added.

In the post-mortem report, Dr Sana of
the district headquarters hospital,

Jhelum, had mentioned that there was a
bruise mark on the neck of the deceased
and a blood-stained froth was ocozing
from her mouth, which heightened
suspicions that she might have been
murdered.

Ms Shahid, who worked as a beauty
therapist in Bradford, was previously
married to her cousin Chaudhry Shakil,
but she got a divorce and later married
Syed Mukhtar Kazim of Taxila, The
couple settled in Dubai.

Ms Shahid was asked by her mother to
visit her ailing father, Chaudhry
Shahid, in their native village of
Pandoori, near Mangla in Jhelum
district, where she arrived on July 14,
But on July 20 her father reported to the
police that she had died of a heart
attack. On July 23, her second husband
filed a murder case with the Mangla

police against five people — her
parents, her former husband, her sister
and her cousin.
Later Ms Shahid’s father changed his
statement and claimed that she had
committed suicide.
Sources said that police had already
detained the main suspects in the case
Chaudhry Shahid, Chaudhry Shakil
and Ms Shahid’s cousin Chaudhry
Mobeen,
I'he remaining two nominated suspects,
her mother Imtiaz Bibi and her sister
Madeeha Shahid, are said to be in
England and are yet to be interrogated.

Dawn — August 4, 2016

Man held for killing wife on pretext
of family honour in Karachi

By Imtiaz Ali

KARACHI: A 35-year-old mother
of three was stabbed to death in the
early hours of Wednesday
morning by her husband, who had
also killed his first wife some 14
years ago on the pretext of family
honour, officials said.
Rahim Daad, who killed Farzana
inside their home in the Metroville
area of SITE. was arrested and a
knife was seized from his custody,
the police said.
It was around 2am when the
suspect stabbed his wife
repeatedly before slitting her
throat, said SSp Investigations
West Zone Akhtar Farooq. The
police said the family lived on the
ground floor portion of the house
whose owner resided on its first
2;)31 T]l}ctlaliflllord heard her cries
calle rar- i
ey adadgar-15 police,
T(]:SS ll:l.w enfurcer[s1 rushed to the
USE, arrested the suspec
seized the knife from hisp:uit;?\?
said SSP Farooq. During initia]

interrogation, Rahim Daad
confessed killing his wife on the
pretext of honour, the officer
added.

The police quoted the suspect as
saying that he saw his wife
preparing to leave home at around
2am. He said she told him that she
didn’t want to stay with him any
longer. In an ensuing scuffle, he
took out the knife and attacked her,
he told the police. He stabbed her
in the abdomen and then slit her
throat, claimed Rahim Daad.

The suspect also had killed his first
wife, also a mother of three, citing
that she too had shamed the family,
the police said.

The police decided to add Section
311 to the FIR against the suspect
besides Secction 302 (murder) of
Pakistan Penal Code in order to
make the offence non-
compoundable, said the officer
while speaking to Dawn.

SSP Farooq said it was also
decided that the State would be
made complamant in the murder
case. The decisions were taken so

that relatives were not pressured to
pardon the killer, he said.
PPC’s Section 311 (Ta'zir after
waiver or compounding of right of
gisas in qatl-i-amd) reads that:
notwithstanding anything
contained in Section 309 or
Section 310, where all the wali do
not waive or compound the right of
gisas, ot if the principle of fasad-
fil-arz the court may. having
regard to the facts and
circumstances of the case, punish
an offender against whom the right
of gisas has been waived or
compounded with death or
imprisonment for life or
imprisonment of either description
for a term of which may extend to
14 years as ta’zir provided that if
the offence has been committed in
the name or on the pretext of
honour, the imprisonment shall not
be less than 10 years.
Dawn — August 18, 2016



Samia’s former husband has criminal record’

By Waseem Ashraf Butt
GUIRAT: As police
investigation into the
alleged murder of Samia
Shahid, a British national
of Pakistani origin,
continues in Jhelum, more
details about the past of
slain woman’s family
have surfaced.
Some people of Pandoori
(the native village of
Samia Shahid in Mangla
police precinct) told some
newsmen on condition of
anonymity that accused
Chaudhry Shakil, a cousin
and former husband of
Samia, had a criminal
record.
They said Shakil had
faced 18-month jail on
charges of firing and
mjuring Gul Zaman, a
resident of Dhok Sahi
near Pandoori. Their
claim was confirmed by
Mangla SHO Aqeel
Abbas who said the
shooting had taken place
overaland dispute.
Shakeel had also
contested the last local
bodies elections for the
slot of a general councilor

of his village in
November 2015 but lost.
The villagers said a
paternal aunt of the
deceased woman had also
died under identical
circumstances nearly 25
years ago since she had
also sought divorce from
her husband which her
family was not ready to
accept.

That aunt was later found
dead at her parents home
but her brother Chaudhry
Shahid, the father of
Samia, and other family
members had then
declared that she (aunt)
had committed suicide.
They said the matter went
unnoticed at that time as
nobody approached
police. SHO Abbas said
he was not aware of the
fate of Samia’s aunt,
Chaudhry Shahid, also a
nominated suspect in the
case lodged by Syed
Mukhtar Kazim, the
second husband of the
deceased woman, had
initially told police on
July 20 that her daughter
had died of heart attack

and kept on saying so until
Saturday last when he
reportedly changed his
statement by telling the
inquiry team comprising
some senior police
officials that Samia had
committed suicide.
“Samia’s family including
her father and cousins are
known for using strong
arm tactics to maintain
their influence in the
area,” a resident of
Pandoori said,

Dawn tried to seek
comments of accused Ch
Shahid and Shakeel but
their cell phones were
swilched off.

Sources said the inquiry
team had grilled Shakil.
on an interim bail till Aug
6, during his personal
appearance on Saturday to
record his statement. The
investigation team had
also recorded the
statements of two other
suspecis Shahid and
Mobeen and complainant
Kazim.

Two female suspects in
the case, including Imtiaz
Bibi, the mother and

Madiha Shahid, the sister
of the deceased, were yet
to record their statements.
Both had reportedly
returned to Pakistan after
Samia’s death. To counter
the argument of Shakil
that Samia was his wife
until her death as there
was no divorce between
them, complainant
Mukhtar Kazim had
produced divarce
certificate and documents
of his marriage with the
deceased before the
investigation team.
Sources said police had
sent the documents to the
Ministry of Interior for
their verification from the
UK. The ministry would
approach the Foreign
Office which would
assign the task to officials
concerned in the Pakistan
High Commission in the
UK.

Dawn — August 1, 2016
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VISUALIZING HONOR CRIMES IN PAKISTAN

BALUCHISTAN

up-to-date, location-based information

Uity e

o Editorial
Medieval
mindsets

possible honour killing of a British-
since late 1ast month, when she was found
dead in Pindori, Punjab, while visiting
relatives. A member of parliament ﬂum.
heerisnaalainmncyandme‘wanans
mxsbandallegettmsnewasnn_nde:edbvrehpw?m
disapptmeddhermﬂmarmg_ejhesfmm_mau} o
shewashmdtohervmagemmlusranmbemledu'l
named‘hom:rashetﬁmtmamage.“ paﬁrs:mm:.sne
was unsuccessful, Her family initially insisted that
dnedcinannajcansesbeﬁ:mhermnercnmgedtack
and said that she may have committed suicide. Asgcg:;
post-mortemn fevealed bruise mArks ofl the wollan s I
whereas the first repoit daimed mxﬂme@mwy
dennedttumﬁw,leadingcredﬂu:etomemgtmﬂm
wasimﬁallyanattemptmmverupa?ossih}ea}mg.
Tneonlyreawn:bﬂewasasempduwesugmon' is
because the British Mpﬂmdnvmdmsmaimenq.
1aised a hue and cTy as her current husband in Dubai
refused to accept the initial vemionaftnescoty.mdeed._
mwaSpnﬁmtnawmwmlmmoﬁueg‘mﬂ
withm:aprcperimesdgﬁon.'l‘hemh_asw‘nmm .
ties here have an explanation to give, Not only Tegarding
how the woman came about her death but also as to
Wuwermptmtmsamunpmdh;iﬁanv.lfmerewasa
mm,whimmsﬁkelv.itpm{ltsmmeamepﬂpce
nutmmasﬁsdngperpetmmsingemngawavw@
event highlights is that many Pakistanis living in Britain
have not broken out of the shackles of medieval practices.
Stories of honour killings of British woimen have come
up previously ite perpetrators iving in much more
mkﬂﬁmmwmbemgn.wmmalmmqma
change in mindsets and societal rejection of such cTimes.
Express-Tribune — August 4, 2016



(Bl e 152
‘Uf"-'vié—*/ua’z-u'uﬁf‘uc’?v&..i_ u%;ﬁ@?’u:'r@d){,,g
RIPCXL st o tidmte Lot vl 7% inral s
VAN iy
Cadhir sl ':.wa’w’-'lr’u,;rt;i;,,:‘

= i o e _
A I L S 2 AT b G0 iy 2 o

._f:h Lprietipe oot UL YWINT g b L
&) #54 . . .1 F ) '_I & % -~ 15 ~
r alr"dzsd.fu’au-’,ﬂd‘/ﬂkuw;giJ»a&r?_fnat_u’u’?;'éx'

UYL o (Pl Sy LS5 S G e s (s S-S
~ AR e e - gy - ‘“,-
é;—f::;E‘J-":—LLLH’_r‘:'@"vrl,djg_;dj}/;fbf{jrj@zﬁ
o

! = oy . i I
Ve o/ h”(’,‘{r"bﬁ’g{’—f_' x:;?;i:;!:,u‘(uf{n;n{;l'dgjib

“".:"‘""’fﬂdi"}f}?‘:-’v[:v""vi:r‘f-ufﬂ:/n

: . Jahan Pakistan — June 16. 201

(e

3\
e LU Tt B Fiid i i = 5
LSRN Y (N A AT
}i,;u'fa}’uﬁ}ﬁq_dmru}ﬂ/_j!ﬁ;”: g o AR S,
OPL L i e oz J] 07 ST
e R e
UFBL Bt ot ¥yl 4 =7 Sib 2 gn L9 &
P P S S i S| 213 S 67500 (e N L LY
S € BB LG ¥iUAA (42,455 5 (st S Tl

LLTTITTTY

Ausaf — December 21, 2011

,ne-&-,ﬁ.z, ufyjf"_ agar b JL‘JFfﬁ -Jf';f‘"J
(wu f)-‘,g d};";'fb‘.l'? Id’d'. 3

&4 -':\“Wﬁk‘fﬁ"kv:; %'

L/ dfl.} J"F‘_ J-"f;j’.a!e.

SAML /LWL s

- N
Aaj Kal — August 30, 2008

iy

'BYHUMA YUSUF

Another Osear nod for Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy; another

moment of introspection for Pakistan. Four years ago,
Chinoy’s award-winning documentary on acid attacks
inspired parliamentary and media debate on the issue and
revived activism against the hemous practice. It also
sparked new conversations aboul the growing rtole of
Pakistani women as national icons, and the fragility of our
national identity, which takes criticism of even the most
heinous practices to be a form of treachery if it is for a
Western audience.

Now A Girl in the River: The Price of Forgiveness has
stirred a fresh debate. Chinoy s film about a rare survivor of
an ‘honour’ killing was nominated last week. While
congratulating the filmmaker, the prime minister vowed to
do ne less than eradicate the ‘evil’ practice. If Chinoy goes
on to win the award, he may have to, at a minimum, raise the
issue ina parliamentary session,

| have not yet seen the film, but there can be no doubt about
the urgency of its subject matter. The Aurat Foundation
estimates that around 1,000 women in Pakistan are killed
annually in the name of “honour’, These numbers are likely
underestimates. And they are rising. According to the
Human Rights Commission, the number of ‘honour’
kallings jumped 15pc between 2013 and 2014, when 1,005
cases were reported. Men are also victims of ‘honour’
killing, but the incidence of this is far less frequent.

The increase in the number of ‘honour” killings reflects an
improvement in reporting as national and regional media
outlels infiltrate even the most remote rural areas of
Pakistan, and stringers are mcreasingly aware of women's
rights. Butitalso reflects the changing times.

Pakistani women are more educated, have greater exposure
to global political and cultural norms, and inereased access
lo technology, including mobile phones. Formerly rural
areas are becoming urbanised, leading to greater flows of
people and goods through once isolated areas. Women in
cities are increasingly wuorking outside the home. These
societal changes mean that women have wider networks of
acquaintances, independent resources, opportunities to

make choices — and so more ways to offend their families’
*honour”,

L spite the rapid social transition, attitudes towards
“honour” killings,— including the widespread notion that
the practice is part of our culture — st ubborly persist. We
are simply not as alarmed as we should be by the level of

support for the practice, According toa 2013 Pew Research

Murder, not honour

Centre poll, 84pe of Pakistanis wanted Sharia law a4 the
as the

country s official law, and 89pc among that percentage sajg
that adulterers should be stoned to death,

My family recently helped a man locate his dayshter after
she eloped. He explained that he was under preat pressure to

take action against his daughier to defeng his ‘honayr:

Other men in his village warned him that he would be cut off

from the community, his family memberg ostracised ang
denied access to communal resources if he didn’t AL
serious action. No one wanted their d”“g}ﬂt‘ls getting the
wrong ideas about what was permissible if his was able tq
getaway with an elopement,

If the prime minister wants to eradicate ‘honour” l\'l“iug_u,-
these are the attitudes he must confront. 4 good start woulq
be to stop referring to the practice as *hopoyr killing ang
start calling it murder. Under our penal cpde (he CHime

is

treated as a murder, but in everyday practice, maora|
G

dua.unmon: .drc drawn, againg
which quotation marks are g poor

e O i

i defence .]nngmg the language
Attitudes around an issue can help to chyp
5 ol

tOW&rdS attitudes as thogse who are now
Z 5 esteemed for upholding the:,
hono I £ thejy

family or community’s honouy
would be reframed as base
murderers.

By talking abour murder, we can
also shlﬂ the conversalion ahay,
‘honour” killingg qyay

killings
stubbornly
persist.

from ;
outdated and inappmprjakl.-“\.};‘]g
about indigenous valyes 1o a more
pragmatic one about the failings ¢f civilian ]u\\-t.
enforcement and our criminal justice 8ysiem, The murder of
women on supposedly moral grounds continues becayge
punitive action against their killers has been weak, p o

L - ; olice
fail to apprehend killers — and sometimeg even collude
with them — and enable parallel forms of justice like jirgag

: s gas,

They also fail to check the flow of guns ynd acid used to
attack women. Courts, meanwhile, fail to prosecute kifjers
for lack of evidence, or as Laws that allow for easy [’!nrcln[j
see many going free. : -
One hopes Chinoy’s nomination will get the Anti-Honoys
Killing Laws (Criminal Laws Amendment) Bill 2015 pag|
in parliament. The bill, which lapsed in October, secks
amendments to the Pakistan Penal Code angd (he Code n\[.'
Criminal Procedure to remove loopholes that allow killers
to get oft scot-free. But new laws can only do so much in ”IIL"
face of old ideas. To really eradicate the practice. we h
redefine our notions of what is honourabl

ack

ave o

—_—

The writer is a freelance journalist.

huma.yusuf@gmail.com
x @g Dawn — Janyary 18. 20 16



Transfer of probe in Abbottabad

upporters of 14 suspects
say they are innocent
and framed due to
political rivalry

By Ikram Junaidi

ISLAMABAD: Supporters of the 14
suspects, who have been arrested in
connection with the murder of a
16-year-old girl in Abbottabad, here
on Friday claimed that all those under
the police custody in the case were
innocent,

Speaking at a press conference atr
the National Press Club, they alleged
that the mother of the deceased was
involved in the murder and that the
case ~was registered  against
the 14 people due to a political
rivalry.

They demanded that the inguiry
should be handed over to the Counter-
Terrorism Department (CTD) as police
had become a party.

However, the father and an uncle of
the deceased told Dawn that they were
satisfied with the inquiry and the sup-
porters of the suspects were trying to
twist the case.

In the first week of May, the charred
body of the girl was found in a burm

“wehicle at Donga Gali,

There were rumours thar the victim
was burnt alive on the decision of &
local Jirga. It was also alleged that her
mother was behind the murder,

Some people said the girl was men-
tally disturbed and her death could be
an accident. But the body was found
tied to the seat of the vehicle.

The father of the deceased worked
as a labourer in the ship-breaking
industry near Karachi.

Speaking at the press conference,
Shahida Rehman, the chairperson of
Ababil Human Rights Organisation,
said police investigated the mather
but declared her innocent.

She said the police had not yet sub-
mitted the challan of the case 10 the
court. i

She claimed that the suspects
belonged to the PPP and Sardar
Rajabdad, the uncle of the deceased,
was a PML-N leader,

The two groups have an old rivalry,
she added.

She said the father of the deceased
was in Karachi and had to collect
donations to reach Abbottabad but
the police recavered Rs300.000 from
his house,

“It shows that the mother might
have received the money from the
killers of the girl,” she alleged, call-
ing upon Interior Minister Chaudhry
Nisar Ali Khan to rake notice of the
case.

Mohammad Daud, a resident of the

1rl’s murder case demanded

village, said Jirgas were held to settle
disputes but they never announced
punishment against Any person.

Another resident, Sardar
Mohammad Saleem, said the 14 people
were innocent. 5

But Sardar Rajabdad, the uncle of
the deceased, told Dawn: “National
and international media showed sym-
pathy with us and have been report-
ing the case minutely but a woman,
who claims to be working for human
rights, is trying to save the suspects.”
He said the police had found finger-
prints of some of the suspects from
the house of the deceased and they
(suspects) alsc admitted their
involvement in the murder in front of
a judge.

The father of deceased told Deawn
that though he reached home a few
days after the incident, he did not sus-
pect that his wife was involved in the
murder,

“My wife told me that in the morn-
ing when she woke up the door was
found to be unlocked and our daugh-
ter not in the house. My wife thought
she might have gone to the house of
some relative or school. However,
after a while, she starred looking for
her and then her body was recovered,”
he said. -

“1 asked the police if they hawve
recovered Rs300,000 from my house
but they denied, We are fully satisfied
with the investigation,” he said.

Dawn — July 16, 2016

'Space shrinking for progressive women in Pakistan’

Zubair Qureshi

Islamabad—Pakistan is no longer a
women and with every coming day,
Party (AWP) and members of civil sc
National Press Club condemning so
exemplary punishment to her kille

safe country for bold, independent-minded, progres
space is shrinking for them. Women of the Awami Workers
ciety on Monday staged a protest demonstration outside the
cial media celebrity Qandeel Baloch's murder and called for
7(s). One could see the alarmed young female participants of

sive

the protest demo at the rise in number of the incidents of honour killing in Pakistan.

Qandeel's blood they said would not

£o in vain and would pave the way for revolution. Tooba

Syed a member of the AWP said woman's life and re dutation are always at stake and they are
b F )

sacrificed in the name of honour,

property disputes.

Madeeha Tahir another young member of the AWP said social media was bombarded with

comments of men on the murder of women. This is high tim

let women speak on this gory incident, she said.

Asmat Shah Jahan a senior membe
held responsible for Qandeel Baloch murder, She also called for
law. She also urged womenfolk to actively participate
rights activist and a Proponent of women rights
Women Protection Bil] presented by Shehla Zi
time. She called for implementation and
About the number of deaths each year it

e they should withdraw one step and

r of the party said state, society and media should equally be
reforming the anti-honor killing
in progressive politics of Pakistan. Human
Tahira Abdullah who was in mourning, said
a in 2004 was diluted by the parliament of that
adoption of the original bill purged of all the loopholes.
1 Pakistan in the name of honor she said officially the

number of deaths of women in the name of honour (around 1,200) is far less than the real figure.
The original figures are around 6,500, she said.
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1]
. o July 15, Pakistani social media
celebrity Fouzia Azeem, better
i mown as Qandeel Baloch, was
i strangled to death in Multan by her
mmmmmdmmm.,.
1{thetr) family honour”. ’

+ Derided by many for her allegedly ‘im-
‘moral’ actions, Qandeel is now just one more
jhapless victim in the long line of Pakistani
swomen who have been killed in the name of
‘honour over the years.

. According to the annual report of the
}hmmRigttsCmmmltBbpeoplednd
4n honour-related incidents in 2016 alone,
1008 of them women. The attackers were
often close family mumbers of the victims.
{These mumbers show a disturbingly sharp in-
creasé from the previously reported figures

of 1000 deaths in 2014 and 869 in 2013, The

reason for this upward trend in honour-

kdlling numbers can be traced to the loop-

holes that exist within the Pakistani legal sys-

tem which allow the perpetrators of these

crimes to escape punished and encourage
others to follow in their path.

In relation to the general offence of Qatl-
ie-Amd or intentional murder, the Pakistani
penal code permits the families of the de-
ceased to pardon their killers under secuon
309 or accept ‘blood money’ as compensa-
tion in place of the prescribed penal sanc-
tions of death or imprisonmert under séction
‘810, This is in accordance with the Islamic
principles of Qisas and Diyat. Thus, prior to
2004, if the perpetrator of an honour-killing
was the heir of the deceased, the law, rather
absurdly, permitted the killer to pardon him-

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2004
fried to rectify this irrationality by amending
section 305 of the penal code to exclude the
accused from the list of people who could
pardon the . While this was astep
in the right direction, it left room for the
other relatives of the deceased, and often of
&w&mw%}ﬂamw

impunity. Thi hole al-
Mwbﬂhmﬁaﬂyamh&m&g
state to in essence become a private family
matter, usually resolved by the men of the
family amongst themselves,
.- The 2004 act tried to deal with this issue
by authorising the courts to punish the of-

hﬁnhmm evenafter they arepar-  Act.

doned by the families of the deceased, on the
basis of circumstances (fisad-i-
#rz) under section 311 of the Penal Code.

However, Pakistani courts haye histori-
cally taken a conservative approach towards
this matter with the Lahore High Court hold-
ing it to be “obvious that a murder comumit-

ted on account of ghairat (pride) is not the  gati

same as pire and simple and the
persons found guilty of gatl committed on ac-
count of ghairat do deserve concession
which must be given to him." (Ghulam Yasin
vs The State). While attitudes may steadily be
jmproving, they do not appear fo have
reached the point where the discretionary
authorisation granted by section 311 will

likely be employed often.
As noted by the Supreme Court of Pak-

istan, the tniquitous and vile' act of killing in
the name of honour violates Article 8 of the

Many honotr-killing cises
remain undocumented due to
the lack of a confidential
reporting system and the
hesitance of families to
invite censure upon
themselves from a deeply
conservative society

constitution which provides that “no persoll
shall be deprived of life...except in accor-
dance with law”. The provisions of the penal
code permitting this violation to go
unchecked are in violation of Article 8 of the
constitution which provides that any law in-
consistent with rights such as those provided
by Article 9 shall be void to the extent of
such inconsistency.

The continuous rise in the number of ho-
nour killing cases reveals a more deep-seated
issue with the patriarchal nature of Pak-
istan's society. It is this that hinders the im-
plementation of what little protection the law
currently affords to the victims of such
crimes, The courts are often more eager 1o
serve as the 1 oral guardians of a women's
honour rather than on punishing those who
violate the sanctity of the law. Policemen
working in collusion with the offenders often
fail to properly record murders as ‘honour
killings', thus taking them outside the scope
of the special provisions created by the 2004

In addition, many cases remain undocu-
mtt.ed_ due to a lack of a confidential report-
ing system and the hesitance of families to in-

vite censure upon themselves from & mal?’
dorinated and deeply conservii¥ Soiety.

Honour killing cases highlight Fakistar
failure to discharge it intemational kaw obl
ions. In March 1996, Pakistan 1olified e
Convention on the Elimination of All Foryr®
of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
By doing 50, it undertook to ‘provide leg?)
protection for women's rights of &y equ
basis with men and to guarantee the effecsi
Protection of wornen against diSCTinatic)
through competent national courts
(CEDAW, Article 2(c)) 1t is als0 bligated 1©
“take appropriate measures (0 modify ol
and cultural paiterns that disCTimins!®
against women'.

Specifically, with regard 10 hono'
critaes, in the 2001 United Nations ggnersé
Assembh Reso it B ey
such as'Pakisrat Nave phetraski® gl
sify legistative and soctal efforts l
this issue, including establishing Subpopt 8%
ems such as safe shelter, counSelling and
legal aid for the potential VIS of sch
crimes,allof which Pakistan 1 falled g0 00
In addition, Pakistan s bound bY the pi*C
sions of the Intemnational Covenant o U
and Political Rights (ICCPR).

The Human Rights Comumittet has gt
that the “commission n{;nw:;ﬂ;im o
crimes which remain unpunishee ¢
aserious violation if the ICCPR’, I mﬂd‘h}
atcles 6 (right to fe), 14 (the €01 right* 2
mmen and wormen before courts and mﬂm
and 26 (equal entitiement of men and wol™"
to legal protection). Pakistan's st A
will tamish its international FePUtation "
negatively affect the internationa] com
nity's faith in its ability to ulfil S prormi®®S:

With the untimely death of Qgndeel
Baloch the issue has retumed under naﬂfc'ml
and international spotlights. A '\urpnslf‘gly
large section of society has condemped MEF
surder and the daughter of the Prime IS
ter. Mariam Nawaz, has promised thd® 2
anti-honour killing bill will be put befor® ™
National Assembly within weeks, il

In the event that the bill 8 Passed, i **
remain to be seen how far the ey law 8
in plugging the loopholes of the current %
tem and providing realjustice 10 victig® 1
their families. Untilthis is 0n€, many ™77
Qandeels wil depart this word before 01
time and no amount of empty tetoric il
the void that they leave behind.

The writers are pursuing 8 caréer in

legal studles,

Email: mariahaq123@guail.com

wahdanabilal@hotmail.com - 2016
The News - Auglsg 5,7



Who killed Qandeel Ba

Sher Ali Khalti

Is the murder of the social
media star a typical case of
hanour killing?

na sochety absessed with dreriminatory
I gender roles, Qandeel Baloch was

guarding the hanour af her family by
providing for her elderly parents. Her broth-
ers, who kied her, had faded to fusfill that
responsibiity.

| am receiving Iife threatening phane
calls from Mufti Abdul Qavi, My e is in
danger and it is the responsibiiity of the
government to pratect me,” Gandeel had
tald reparters 25 days before her death,
She had also asked the interior minister,

"Her father has

changed his
statement thrice"

the Fid, and a senior police officer in
Isamabad for security, But nobody paid
heed, bacause they believed it was 3 gim-
mick to achieve fame.

Thie 26-year-old soclal media star was
murdered in her own house, Her brother
Waseem held her hands and feet as her
cousin Hag Nawaz strangled her, accord-

ing to reports following a polygraph
test. The two men had given her seda-
tives; police believes, She was an the
ground flaor, and her parents say they
were tleeping unaware on the roof of
the house. “I have no regrets,”
Waseem told reporters during
@ police press conference
last manth,

The murder is being
s2en us @ typical honour-
kilfing - a common phe-
nemenan i south Punfab,
In most such cases, the
parents are co-conspira
tors, and use thelr right as
complainants to pardon
the suspect.

But Qandeel’s brother-
Indaw believes that
is not the case. He
told me her father
had stopped her from com-
ing to Mubtan because he
knew her brother

3 haan

iged her. He says

angry since her video and photographs
with famous clerlc Mufti Abdul (javi came
out on socal media., "Her parents were
the only people in the family who were
happy with her,"” e toid me.

Nabeela Ghazanfar, a spokeswoman for
the Inspector General of Punjab palice, said
that the parents cannot parden their son in
this case, after the addition of Section 311 to
the viokstions.

"Her father has changed his state-
ment thrice," a stationhouse officer in
Muzaffarabad told me. “The auwtopsy
report contradicts his  statements.”
Actording to report, she was kilted
between 9pm and 10pm, but her parents
say she was killed between 2am to 3am

when they were deaping.
The sedatives glven to
Qandeel  were  her
father's medicines,
Waseem has said. But
e also says his father
trad stopped him from
killing her thrice, say-
Ing she was not
home when she was.
Qandeel's mother has
said Mufti Muhammad Qavi kad been pro-
voking Weaseem and her former husband
Hshig, the SHO said,

Mufti Qavi has denied the allega-
tion, but was questioned by the police.
In a written statement he said he had
nat been in contact with anyone in
Qandeel Baloch’s family after her mur-
der, and had nothing to do with the
murder.

Another police official told me 2 third
sispect, Basit, may abo be kwolved. Hewas
walting outside the house and fled with
themm to Dera Ghazl Khan,

There are conflicting reports about
Haslt, He is believed to be 2 taxi driver,
but some police officials say he was
2lso @ refative of Qandeel, Mufti Qavl

has denbed reports that Basit is related
to him. »

h?
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Right minds for changing
mindset about honour

SAADIA GARDEZ| LAHORE

More than the laws, it is the socictal
perspective on so-called honour crimes
that needs to be changed 1c =nd this
inhuman practice, This was the
cunuluslor_] of sitling arranged by the
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
on Monday,
The consultation titled “Honour, Taw,
rights and wrongs: Searching for a way
forward”, was participated by members
of civil society, including lawyers,
Journalists, activists and sociologists.

[t was noted that the person who attacks
someone for honour gets more
sympathy. socially and legally, than the
victim. i
However, while minds cannot sofien to
the idea of women being equal citizens,
free to make their own choices, the law
can be amended to make it clear to
Jjudges and courts that murder on the
pretext of honour 1s a crime against the
state, with no seope for compromise or
walvers.

The main subject of this consultation
was o imtroduce those in attendance to
the fact that ‘honour’ killing was
declared mandatorily punishable by
Criminal Law Amendment Act (No. [)
2005 which introduced amendments
mainly for the murder in the name or on
the pretext of “honour’.

A new Anti-Honour Killings Bill is
currently in the Senate (o amend further

the 20035 amendment:.
Recommendations were made by
participants on the contents of the
proposed bill.
The session started with an introduction
by HRCP director IA Rehman and
former National Commission on
Women chairperson Khawar Mumtaz
while Human Rights Lawyer Asad
Jamal moderated the sitting.
The 2005 Amendment changed the law
to include murder in the name of honour
as an offence to be necessarily
considered as fasad fil arz (mischief on
the earth) leading to ymprisonment for a
term not be less than ten years or life
imprisonment or death as tazir
(punishment other than gaisas or diyat)
even where the offence was
waived/forgiven by the legal heirs/walis
of the victim,
The amendment took away the
discretion of awarding punishment
previously vested with the court,
However, the change in law has never
been implemented. Qandeel Baloch's
murder case may be the first time that
there is scope for this amendment to
come into use.
What happened that the conviction rate
remains low? The reasons as stated by
Tehsin Shah (ex-IGP Police), Azam
Nazeer and Abid Saqi (both advocates
of the Supreme Court and Members of
Pakistan Bar Council). is the prevailing

social culture that does not see honour
killing as a erime. This culture is the
same that judges and police officers
subscribe o,
Abid Sagi said that additional session
Jjudges are under the compulsion,
enforced by former CJ Iftikhar
Chaudhry, to decide on a minimum on
six death penalty cases. To avoid this,
they dismiss or acquit cases relating to
honour, using old statutes of
compromise and waivers, so that the
cases do not turn into cases that require
the death penalty by law,
Moreover, Habib Gill, Additional
Inspector General of Police (Finance)
Punjab, said that the real amendment has
to happen in the laws that guide Federal
Investigative Report procedures and
evidentiary laws, especially section 154
ofthe PPC,
Forensic evidence is only used as
corroboratory evidence, and alone it is
not admissible. He said: “*With regard to
evidence, laws we are still stuck in the
1800s. The FIR needs an alternative, as
itis a highly complex and archaic way of
submitting direct evidence. Direct
evidence by the victim, or those at the
scene of the erime has legal precedence
over police evidence as well as
circumstantial evidence, and this needs
to change in today's age of CCTYV
cameras and investigative innovations,”
The Nat
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BY NAZISH BROHI

YOU either stay in your san itised
comfort zone, or you step out and
get inured to contempt for women.
Some events, though, still leave an
imprint.
Like the time the local
administration in Multan decided
to regulate women acting 1n
popular, frequently seedy, theatre
plays. The district government s
monitoring committee issued
guidelines on dance moves and
demanded that all actresses named
after women in Islamic history
legally change their identities
because they were an insult to their
namesakes.
When these women went Lo
register their protest. they were
told to first to do wuzu (ablution)
before mecting the committee
because they were paleet (impure)
and were about to appear before
the pak (pure).
That was over a decade ago. The
court case demanding Qandeel not
use ‘Baloch’ as her name because
of the disrepute she brought to the
ethnicity shows continuity, though
none of the thousands who use
Baloch as a surname took issue
with it. That a country that is an
avid consumer of pornography
would condemn risqué behaviour
in others is not surprising. The
gaze of judgement seldom turns
inwards.
Some gears ago, Afiya Zia and 1
co-authored a paper on honour
killings for which playwright/
director Khalid Ahmed translated
Shailendra’s song Kaanton se
kheench ke anchal. Cavorting in a
truck laden with hay, Waheeda
Rehman flung out a clay pot,
shattered social conventions and
immortalised the song in the
Indian movie Guide. But
embedded in the jubilance was the
price she was willing to pay. This is
e decision many women across
akistan have to make when they
W_}gﬂ\m@h social conventions,
e ey e
: IS tongruent: the desire to
they want) requires the will

‘omen on a continuum of

' Honour & deviance

purity and impurity is a recurring
trope across many cultures: the
virgin and the harlot, the home and
the street, the pedestal and the
brothel. Both ends, however, exist
exclusively for fulfilling male
desires. Women deemed 1mpure
cannot gain respectability. The
pure ones live their lives in fear of
being pushed down to the other
side. There are caveats though.
Resort to religion can help make
the disreputable respectable, and
class privilege can protect agaimnst
the label of the prostitute.

The honour code earlier was a
governance
code in the
absence of
Thehonour s t a t e

" 3 supervision.
_code carlier However, in its

was a current

incarnation, 1t
ZOVeINance  frees men from
code. responsibility

becaunse
honour lies not
within their
own actions but elsewhere. Like in
folk tales across the world, men’s
life, soul or strength was
outsourced: the magician’s lifeina
parrot in a faraway land:
Ravanna’s life placed in a box and
given to a hermit before he left for
war; the giant whose heart was In
anexotic egg. ]
Hence in the general percepiion
honour killing is not aggression
but reaction. The perpetrator is
recz . as the victim of a moral
erime and the killing is an act of the
restitution of honour. Some years
ago, 1 spoke to Hukumdin during
the trial hearing of his son, who
had bludgeoned his sister to death.
He said of his daughter, “She was
like a suicide bomber. She pursued
what she wanted without thinking
of anyone else, and it killed her and
destroyed everyone around her in
the process.” When I questioned
him about the nebulous ‘it’ that
killed her, he answered “Khudi”
(selfhood).

There is a change though. Two
decades ago, parliament declared

honour crimes a cultural
prerogative. Now with the Pre-
vention of Anti-Women Practices
law passed and additions made to
the Pakistan Criminal Code that
disable forgiveness for family
members, the prime minister
himself has pledged to pass a
specific law on honour crimes.
Earlicr, the state itself rescrved the
right to punish women for sexual
transgressions under the Hudood
Ordinance. Now not only can that
no longer be invoked, the state has
registered itself as a complainant
in some recent cases of women
being punished for sexual
transgressions,

Previously, women have been
killed inside the court premises
while the judges looked on; now
people have been sentenced with
the maximum punishment for
honour killings, In the past, people
have looked to religion as
justification for honour crimes
whereas now most religious
authorities condemn such
murders. And earlier communities
were unequivocal about their
condemnation of women accused
of bringing dishonour, But before
burial, henna was applied on
Qandeel. which in her home
district of Dera Ghazi Khan 1s
symbolic; it is meant for girls and
women who die without having
sinned, free from accusations of
wrongdoing. .
The earlier mode of collective,
interdependent living made
conformity to community
standards necessary and public
performances of honour desirable,
That mode is finishing. Social
structures are in a fight for survival
of the status quo. In the long term.
it won’t work. But in the interim,
women’s lives will remain the
battleground.

The writer is a rqsearchcr and
consultant in the social sector.
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vivor said, “We must always i
helps th

_ulm alr]_!g Neutrality

BY REEM KHURSHID

K-_ The spectacle of silence R

IN 1986, Elie Wiescl won the Nobel Peace Prize. In
‘his scceptance speech, the writer and Holocaust sur-

tant” piwels — becauss we watch ir. hil

wicrims' loved ones sre also warching. They'll get 1o

truth:a i

ages the tormentor, never the wemented ™

of press freedoms, the '

0 a stutistie.

Fuelled by sensstionalism and indiscretion, we
and the media were abettors in a crime committed
against her by one or more individuals: Invasion of
St her privare e, % mainstream media removed
scoount of her marriage, we forced a woman to
acknowledge her association with her alleged abuser,

privecy. By parraking of details

an she took ¥ o
distance herself from. Disclosure was her right to

s, not oors, We

Engz;
tive that ultimately put her life at risk —one that was

Thirty vears later, despite the dramatic expansion

rization' of informa.

tion through the internet, and the abiliry 1w record

and disseminare through cheap and accessible tech-
et

. Mare insidiously, we can be complicit in
silencing by engaging in the obverse — by contribut-
ing to dangerous narratives. Nowhere was this move.
evident, or the consequences of it more horrific, than
in the case of Qandeel Baloch — a survivor reduced

& trope.
Cur omissions, or wilful silences, are

them too; the image of a barcaved elderdy woman is

also relling:
not enough is said of those who are ‘di: or
displaced. Little rime or attention i devoted to

nore than the injj
inflicted en them. In our endless i

chatrar,
wa drown out their voices and turn them into news
fodder, simultaneously rendering them visible and
imvisibile.
This

news cycle.

immense chasms of silence still endure. When i1 comes 1o those who survive we fare no bet-
frved i i 5, groups and  ter. The press will proliferate images of survivors of

states are still whitewashed. We are still silent or

=il

Qandeel Baloch's main line of
defence was protecting her
identity, and a puff piece
circulated through social and

that defence.

neither integral ro any news report nor in tha public's
interest. TI were no Panama Papers. Qandeel
Ioch I Line of ded:

her bden-
tity, and a puff picce circulared through social and

muinstresm media remo

us also complicit in the murder that silenced her.
The press — watchdogs of
capitalist institution nonetheless — is keenly aware
of its i rather,

that defence — making

our democracy, but a

i despite the fact they
cannot be reasonobly expected 1o consent to being
in the i i of

4
such
trauma.
Survivors of sexual viclence, even minors, are sim-
ilarly exploited. Worse still, we engage in moronic
i and i

-y g of survivors'
accounts if they don't conform to our mage of a ‘vic-
tim". For the sake of an image to accompany a voiceo-
ver or piece af text, or speculation to pad a report by

demands for justice, often lasting no longer than the

abductions often mere moments after their rescoe,

is roocic to us Al In The Secieny
the e, Guy Debord wrte, "Specracle is the
sun that never sats over the empire of modern passiv.
ity.™ The ways in which we engage with media risk
alienaring and anesthetizing us o our social duties
towards ong another. One of these duties ia 1o amplify
the voices of the disenfranchized over those who dis-
enfranchise, be they civilian or state. Sides are inevi-
tably taken; newtrality is something of a myth
Silence and speech are both acts that huve the capac:
ity o hurt or w heal.

We live in times of unprecedented medin access
and diverse, robust discourse — countless others
before us have fought for this. State overreach is not
the mnswer, neither is self-censorship. Self
regulation, however, 1s one. A certain degree of adve-
cacy is inheremt in ethical journalism; in reporting
the news, decisions must be taken that support survi-
vors and victims as much as possible.

We can help set those ﬂ!ndan:: by redefining our
it ek 2

ey

and voyeurism — by seeing curselves as intercon-

citizens rather than

isolated consumers, as
flesh and blood rather than digital ether, While fight-
ing alongside the media o preserve freedoms of

and our must
evalve to reflect our ability to command those rights
to their full force — to, above all, serve the puhlic's

interests while safeguarding the rights and dignity
of individuals.

By lowering the noise on the irrelevant and harm-

! —appetite & few more lines or minures, the press will violate &
for gprectacte and rubbernecking. This is why, in liew  victim’s or survivor’s personhood and autonomy
of on-scene footage, TV news channels’ graphics more than they already have been — because we
teams will scrumble to animate exploslons over

Google Earth images or CGI re-enactments of crime
scenes, or, if all else Fails, pull from their siock
archives an animated suicide bomber sprite to stride

ful, and by sctively cultivating the

rest in
consume it. Meanwhile, the proliferation of sach
imuges and narratives stays with survivors; they are
traumatic, triggering reminders they will have 1o be
repearedly subjected to.
across thelr news ticker on a loap. This is why they
draw red circles and arrows over grainy

space for survl
vars to speak out, we might finally claim to speak

truth to power. Those we ast might finally be able to

Maybe then, we will speak o and with those who
have survived — and for those who have not — rather
than of them. As Ralph Ellison wrote in fniible
Man, b '

Mother of six stabbed
to death for ‘honour’

quarrelled over some issue areas. : formalities.
ing which the accused In the first incident, one Meanwhile, a 22-year-
LAHORE: A mother of six got infuriated and repeatedly ~ Asia Bibi, wife of Ismail old man was shot dead by an
was stabbed to death by her  attacked his wife with a and resident of Ghost unknown person mear
addict husband in the name  knife. As a result, the SHO  Bazaar, Hanjerwal, ate poi-  Motorway in Hanjerwal area.
of ‘homour’ in Mnaga added, she received severe sonous pills after quarrelling The decease has identi-
Mandi, while three other multiple injuries, while the with her husband over some fied as Akeel Abbas of Niaz
people, including a woman, accused managed to escape  minor domestic issue. The Baig Village. Police said that
were killed in different 4 family members took her to  some passers ‘by spmedaﬂ:e
areas of the city on Priday. Upon being informed, a local hospital where she dead body lying in pool of
The decease woman has  locals of the area reached expired. blood beside the motorway
been identified as Salma the house and found Salma  In another incident, and informed the police.
Bibi, wife of Amin and resi- lying in a pool of blood. The ~ Talat, a resident of Raiwind
dent of Mﬁg Mandi. injured was taken to a local  City, also took poisonous
Station house officer (SHO) hospital where she suc- pills over some domestic
of the area informed media cumbed to injuries, Police issue. Police said that Talat

ife  shifted the dead body to the married a few years ago but
often quarrelled over some

city mortuary for autopsy faced some serious :
domestic issues. He said andregistered a case of mur- problems. Upon being
Amin also used to torture der against Amin.

case of murder against
unidentified persons on t.he
informed, locals ook himto  complaint of deceased's

Separately, two people, a nearby hospital where

including a mother of two,
issue every time. On the day ~ committed suicide by swal- dead. Police handed over
of incident, he said, Amin lowing poisonous piils over the dead bodies to their
and. his wife Salma again  some issue in two different heirs after completing, legal

doctors pronounced him

brother Shakeel and shifted
the body of city morgue.
Police has started further
investigation to trace the
blind )
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A NEW SET OF (F)LAWS

O BY KAMILA HYaT

y finally passing new bills amending existing  major urban centres. Even within major urban cenires,

legislation on honour killing and rape, the  DNA testing is not common and there is limited expertise

National Assembly has taken a step forward, The  in the area. A massive training operation

bills, passed by the Senate last year, had been upgrading medical and laboratory facilities will then be
pending for many months, The Pakistan Peoples Party required to back this law if it is
deserves praise for persevering with the issue till these to have any meaning at all.
laws were added to the statute book.

There are many flaws and loopholes in the
amendments but they do tighten up some
of the gaps left open in the past. The new
law on honour killing tones down the
issue of granting pardon to the accused:

a route frequently utilised by those
committing honour crimes to escape scot-
free by persuading a family member of
the victim to accept blood money. This,
of course, exchanges hands only on
paper. This was simple as most
honour killings took place and
continue to take place
within families. Under
the new legislation,
the issue of pardon
comes up only when
a death sentence
has been awarded.
In such cases, the
family of the victim,
by granting pardon,
would effectively
have the sentence
reduced to life in jail
Most cases are likely to
then end with a life sentence
for the culprits, as pardons are
most often granted because of social
pressures and possible consent to the
killing from within the family. But,
certainly, this is an improvement on a

and process of

The same law

down a life sentence
as the maximum
puntshment for rape
and death for those
convicted of rapi

5
or mentally
persons
There is, however, no

of @ minimum
punishment in cases of
rape, which means there may
be fewer convictions given that
judges shy away from awarding life
imprisonment or death
Additionally, there is a
elementary flaw in this law: th
of an a

€ past 1

ed person, for the purposes of the
medical report, is not admissible in court.

In cases involving assault on women, the

previous history of the person

cused often
becomes extremely relevant in prov the
case or building up a picture of precisely
what happened

There is, however, a positive side to this:
the question of the vic character’ or
behaviour cannot be brought into court

m s

when cases are heard. This is relevant in a
society which frequently blames the victim
when rape occ

15, questioning her actions
or consiructing acts of alleged ‘provocation’
The removal of this weapon from the hands
of defence attorne

is important.
There is also no mention in the law of the
rape of men, even thou

situation in which no punishment was
received at all. At any rate, the death
sentence is not something that needs to
be encouraged.

The passage of the law on rape
required an even bolder stance from
the National Assembly, given that
the Council of Islamic Ideology had
prohibited DNA evidence from being
used. The legislation passed by the
National Assembly orders the collection
of DNA and forensic testing in all cases
of rape — although, realistically speaking,
one wonders how this will be implemented
given the situation in hospitals outside

! a I.!.I\]'..'\rl‘;l.'.‘;
of sodomy were reported last year by non-
g child

governmental organisations monitorin
sexual abuse

The true impact of these important
pieces of legislature will be apparent only
with time. As we have seen in the past, the
placing of a law on paper does not in itself
make any difference in many cases. It is the
implementation, and the intention behind
these implementations, that matier. Both these
factors will need to be followed up on, if any

change is to come about in the handling .

these crimes. q
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Beyond The Grave: A Letter From Qandeel Baloch

By: Haniya Ahmed July 19, 2016

It's me. The girl who was killed in the name of honor, Qandeel Baloch. | was receiving death
threats for some time now but our government did nothing about it. Knowing the fact that 'm not safe, |
went to live in Multan with my family. Because nothing's safer than your closed ones around you,
right?
| believed that too until my brother gave me a pill and then started strangling me. | fought for my life. |
tried to push him away but he was totally in control of me. | became pale, my face was bruised and
swollen. | was losing all energy to save myself and then my world became blank. And then | was no
more.

Today | want to confess it's not my brother who killed me, it's you.

| did not hide. | did notlie.

It's each and everyone of you. You all killed me. | was always bold in confessing things and so today
for the last time I'll be bold again. You all are hypocrites. | did things publicly, maybe because of fame
or publicity, but yes. | did not hide. | did not lie. You people do acts worse than what | did. But the
difference is, you all are hypocrites. | had the audacity to say THIS IS WHO | AM, whereas, you didn't. |
really hope your honor is restored now. You guys enjoyed watching my videos for pleasure. You guys
watch all sorts of videos in private and enjoy them. If | stopped making such videos, you'd crave and
check my page again and again to see if there's any post from me. Just when you step out of your
room after watching my videos, you'd say “this girl should be killed” Hypocrites!

You didn't even know my story.

Maybe | became 'Qandeel' from 'Fauzia’ because | had no choice? Maybe | changed because of
something that happened in my past? Maybe, if you had given me time to live, | would have changed
and | would have been a different girl? Who were you to judge me? To take away my life? To label me
as a sinner? You people are blind in the name of religion, right? What does Islam say? Does it
entertain honor killings? Are the lives of women so worthless? You hate the West but they don'tkill you
for being who you are, they don't have their 'honor' between the legs of a woman. They don't consider
themselves a better judge than God. They live and let live. You want to call me a bad woman? Go
ahead. But let me tell you that you're no less. We just have different ways. But sadly in my country we
kill the people who stand up publicly showing who they want to be. | never even harmed anyone, in
fact, | had the courage to speak about certain things. It was just me. | was outspoken, | couldn'tbe a
hypocrit’ like others. | chose to be this way because itwas MY life and He gave itto me.

You were no one to step in between and kill me just for the sake of your so called honor.

Where is this honor when men stare women publicly on streets, when daughters are killed even
before they come into this world, when little girls are raped, when wives are beaten up by their
husbands, when religious minorities are targeted

Where is this honor when men stare women publicly on streets, when daughters are kiled even
before they come into this world, when little girls are raped, when wives are beaten up by their
husbands, when religious minorities are targeted, when a transgender is not treated instantly in a
hospital because the doctors are not sure of the 'gender'? Where is this honor when the same society
that killed me for raaking videos, enjoys watching such videos for their pleasure? But everything |
wanted to say is gone with me: now. | request you to leave my matter in His hands now. For once, look
at your own selves and don't talk about me.

Thank you for killing me, at least some people changed their perspectives about me after | died. You
helped me get the fame | had longed for. You killed me to restore the honor that | took away from you
but let me tell you, my name will be remembered as another girl who was killed for your honor. | will be
praised by many. And this society will continue to produce rebels and more Qandeels in the future, no
matter what their fates are. You killed me to restore your honor, but you'll never get that honor. It's my
promise. I'm not dead. I'm alive and my name will always be there because this isn't over. The war
against honor killings will continue to be fought.

Love despite your hate,

Yours truly, Qandeel Baloch.
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