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She had a dozen stitches on her forehead, her body was bruised and battered - once
again she had been assaulted by her husband, beaten till she was black and blue all
over; a vulnerable, convenient punch-bag for a frustrated, cowardly man.

The slight, weary, bandaged woman who stood in the doorway was my maid,
Naseema (not her real name). Married for over twenty years, with four children,
Naseema has tolerated constant abuse; physical, verbal, emotional, by a husband
who has never supported her financially or given her even a minimum of comfort
and affection. Yet, surprisingly, even shockingly, she wants to keep her marriage
going. Her husband, or perhaps her status in society as a married woman, means
everything to her. Thus, despite concerned friends, mentors, family trying to
convince her to put an end to this violent and abusive relationship, Naseema
continues to live with her husband, cater to his needs, and support him as well as
their children.

Naseema is the epitome of hundreds of thousands of women, from all social strata,
throughout Pakistan.

Every day, an increasing number of women from the lower to middle, and also the
upper classes become victims of domestic violence in Pakistan. There are no
official surveys or accounts but work done by some NCOs indicates that the
numbers are continually growing. This, of course, could be the result of more
cases being reported than in previous years. However, there are still an extremely
large number of unreported cases of women who silently continue to bear the
humiliation, physical injury, and psychological trauma alone. They either accept
the violence meted out to them as their 'fate’ or endure because they know of no
recourse. They fear that opting out of an abusive marital relationship would result
in their facing discrimination and ostracism from unsympathetic family members
as well as society, and that their children would be ridiculed and isolated by their

peer groups.

There are several factors that prevent women from leaving abusive, violent
husbands. Among them are the myths propagated by tradition or vested interests
where men who commit acts of violence against their wives are simply 'being
men', or that they have been goaded to such action by disobedient wives.
Strangely, it is widely believed that 'men get violent because it is not in their nature
to be able to control their feelings'. These myths seek to justify an unnatural and
unhealthy practice, putting the blame for physical and sexual abuse on the victims
rather than on the perpetrators.

The lack of proper shelters for women who seek to leave an abusive relationship is
also a deterrent. More often than not, if a woman chooses to leave a violent
husband, whether with or without her children, she will not find succor anywhere
neither friends nor family will want to help, considering it simply as a 'minor’
dispute between husband and wife and best left to them to sort out.



watch these plays, resort to similar violence in their effort to imitate such heroes.
Further, as these plays are often watched by the entire family, young children
imbibe these values from a very young age. By the time they are adults, inflicting
violence on female family members, mostly wives, is thought to be 'normal'
behaviour.

The media can and should also play a role in sensitizing members of the police
force to the issue of domestic violence so that when a citizen seeks protection from
a violent and abusive husband, for example, they file the report as a criminal case
instead of dismissing the matter as a petty family dispute. No doubt, domestic
violence is a crime and must be reported as one, and the onus is on the police to
bring the perpetrator to book.

Pakistan is already a seriously conflict-ridden society. It is imperative that the
media, both news and entertainment, takes cognizance of the grave situation that
has developed, and is getting worse with each passing day, and pledges to address
the issue of domestic violence in all its manifestations. It is our centuries-old
customs and traditions that keep us back, that do not allow us to flourish as a
healthy society where our women, as well as men are respected as individuals with
rights and feelings. A woman has every right to protection from any and every kind
of violence, and where necessary, to seek to break away from an abusive
relationship and begin again.

Wishing you a happy, peaceful, and violence-free new year!

Tasneem Ahmar

Editorials



Crimes against Women

Thirty-two year old Jamila Bibi, who died at the Mayo Hospital, Lahore, on
Wednesdgy, has become yet another victim of domestic violené:e WhiCil is
SO pervasive throughout the country that most of us tend to ignorcﬁil Aftera
month ol‘cxcrucialing pain, Jamila finally succumbed to her woun;dﬁ; . She
was admitted to the hospital on September 3, by her neighbours aﬁLeIr her
husband, tv_vo of his brothers and a friend thrashed JamilaD drcnc}wd her in
kerosene oil and set her on fire. In her statement to the £)olicc the dyin
women said that her crime was that she had refused to grant c;'missioy ’[g
Lal Khan,_ her husband, to contract a second marriage. : e
Ad(jl,to this the 'honour' killings, stove-explosions and the customary karo
kari I_erders anq one gets a staggering picture of a society whose abuse
and vlolcnce‘ against women is widespread. The propensity among men to
con_trol thc life of all women in the sphere of their influence and impose
their d_ccmlo:_ls on them is one of the many archaic traits still embccll}dt;d
d_cep_ n society. Even in what are called educated urban segments
discrimination against women and treating them as lesser beings 1s
commonplace. This attitude, however, takes a violent turn more often 1E1’1 tl
rural areas anfi among low-income urban dwellers. i
The killers of Jamila, who, like the victim, belong to the NWFP, have not as
yet 1t{(een traced as they have reportedly fled to their safe ha;vem in thé
province. Th(le most effective way to root out this savage practice 01; killin
women whq insist on their rights is to punish the culprits according to thg
law. Education, social change, public awareness and steps toward femalé
empowerment play a key role. But unless the law takes its course none of
these can bring any real change in this male-chauvinist society. ' 36

The News, October 09, 1999

Domestic Violence

The news that Moin Khan, the former captain of the Pakistan cricket team
was arrested for domestic violence on the report of his wife reflects on thc;
fﬂlee‘p scated patriarchal mindsets in our society. The incident is an
mdllcatlon that the malaise is not confined to the poorer sections of soc;iet

as 1s_gcneral]y believed, but is endemic in our society as a whole Variouys.T
medla_ reports and survey have highlighted that the incitation of lﬁe ViCtiIILl
or their husbands. According to a report by Human Rights Watch tifled

b

‘Crime or Custom?' Violence Against Women in Pakistan', among other

forms of gender-based violence, domestic violence figures as high as 90

percent. However, we as a society are reluctant to admit its presence. Our

mediacval socio-cultural and religious views are partly blamed for this,

which lend legitimacy battering their wives. The other part of the blame lies

with social structures that are moulded to reconcile with these views.

Victims of violence usually suffer in silence and those who speak out are

often discouraged from resorting to the justice system. There is little option

for women who choose to put up resistance against such behaviour and

little space for those who wish to opt out of such a relationship. This boils

down to the power configuration in society where women are inevitably the

weaker link hence susceptible to abuse, which range from yelling and

shouting to most severe forms such as murder by stove-burning. Domestic

violence also figures as an important public health issue as it is the direct or
indirect cause of a large percentage of women's health issues.

The attitude of the state towards this issue is marked by apathy and non-

cooperation. The patriarchal mindset has so for acknowledged the scale
and severity of the problem. Neither the law enforcement apparatus offers
any meaningful help to victims of violence. Domestic violence is routinely
dismissed by law enforcement authorities as a private dispute. Female
victims who attempt to register a police complaint of spousal or familial
physical abuse are usually turned away. In most cases, they are advised and
sometimes pressured by the police to reconcile with their abusive spouses
or relatives. Those who persist often face harassment at the hands of police.
This has created a general climate of encouragement in which such
practices continue unabated. Addressing this issue is an uphill task in a
society that still supports primitive customs and where access to the justice
system is extremely limited. The state is constitutionally committed to
protect the rights of women. The least it could do is not became a party to
these crimes by not taking action against them. There is a need to bring in
comprehensive laws that specifically deal with the issue of domestic
violence. In addition to building shelter homes and providing economic
support to victims of violence, law enforcement agencies need to be
Sensitised. The case of Moin Khan's wife has caught attention because of
his being a celebrity. Cases of countless such women are virtually never
investigated or persecuted. Bringing in laws would remain the first step
towards recognising the problem. The wider issue of patriarchy that
encourages violence against women as a means to keep them under control
can be gradually fought only by empowering women thou gh education and
economic independence.

The Post - January 18, 2007




Domestic Violence Bill

Much that 1s amiss in Pakistan could be solved if the administration
dISplaye(_i the ability to follow through. One finds many instances in which
after haymg taken the first step in the right direction, the govemlr;cnt seem;
to los_e its bearings and change direction, thus Ieaving the task unfu]ﬁ]le(i
Cpns;der the fate of the Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protectionj
Bill. It was passed unanimously by the National Assembly in August 2009
bl..lt lapsed after the Senate failed to pass it within the three montl-lsj
stipulated by tl_le constitution. Since then, little effort has been made to re:
table and pass it. The proposed law had widespread support, even though it
was opposed by some conservative elements. It was hailed by human rigrhts
and women's rights bodies as an impressive step towards protec%in s
wcimeni)]chlldren and others including the aged and inﬁr;n, who ari
:glsggzty.e to a form of abuse that while pervasive remains largely invisible
Novy, 1t appears that there may be movement on the issue. The governor of
Punja}), Mohammad Latif Khan Khosa, said in Dera Ghazi Khan on Frida
that his government will soon adopt the law. It is to be hoped that this is no)’i
mere rhetoric. Wc_re they to pass into law, the bill's provisions may prove to
b_elof great value in upholding women and children's rights and protecting
01_t1;:ens who are vulqerable to abuse. As matters stand, victims of domestic
;mﬂe]:nce face double injustice: abuse and then a lack of protection extengled
W); ; lc; g(}))vcmment. As a party that claims to champion women's rights and
Ml 54 Yy @ woman, th(? PPP needs tp be reminded of its commitments.
1le the state dillydallies over the bill, the rights of countless domestic

Dawn - March 28, 2011

Law against Domestic Violence but...

ghe Napon:al Assembly should be congratulated for passing a bill against
omestic violence. After years of wife-burning and other social curses
attached to our homes, the bill called Domestic Violence (Prevention and
Prot‘ecl:inon)ffBlfljl‘ Wl[]ql now be passed by the Senate to become law. It
punishes offending husbands with one year in jail for th :

: efi
two years the second time around. J IR e

Our parliaments have turned tail in the past on laws related to issues such as
'honour' killing and have passed them after talking their teeth out. This time
luckily both the mainstream parties were on board: the PPP mover was
helped by the ladies from the PML-N, after which it look a year to pass.No
doubt the law will be an option of desperation for most wives. Defending
the rights of the socially disempowered isnot an easy task.

But the passing of the law itself is praiseworthy. Some wives will use itas
the last resort. Some wife-bashers will be put to shame when a police
station welcomes an FIR from a battered wife instead of telling her to go
back home and live with violence. A domestic quarrel among the educated
will now unfold in the full consciousness that blows will not follow harsh
words from the husband. Among the poor, where husbands habitually
thrash wives, the police can intervene to apply reconciliation together with
the threat of incarceration.

We don't know if the law will raise the status of women in society but we
know that unless their status is raised laws will not be effective. The
institution of marriages in Pakistani culture enslaves and disempowers the
women. Before a comprehensive reform is put in place, the Domestic
Violence (Prevention and Protection) Law will afford them some

protection in the interim.

Daily Times - August 06, 2009
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Whatever Happened to Zainab Noor? h started to change for the woman who everybody believed would soon die.
She was shifted to PIMS and after much persistence on the part of women

activists, Zainab's husband was arrested.

She was then sent off for further treatment to England where she underwent
various kinds of surgeries and therapies. It was a mammoth task to piece
together a woman who had been shattered both physically and mentally.
But Zainab's feet were finally placed on the slow, arduous road to recovery.
7Zainab must have felt herself to be in wonderland. After all, why had she
been singled out in this manner while millions who share her fate continue
to suffer silently behind closed doors? Finally a beaming Zainab returned
home and it was only then that reality setin.

She has had to face a multitude of problems since her return to Pakistan.
Although her husband has been convicted and awarded a 30-year prison
sentence, Zainab wants to obtain a khula from him. She also wants the
custody of her son. She must also continue to undergo regular medical
check-ups as her urinary and bowel tracts have not yet healed properly.
Meanwhile the hospital has stopped supplying her the urinary bags which
she cannot afford to buy on her own. Her most immediate concern,
however, is a place to live for herself'and her son.

Almost a year has passed since Zainab returned to Pakistan. While she has
been given temporary refuge at the PIMS, she is regularly threatened with
eviction. Her problem is compounded by the fact that she cannot survive
without an air conditioner since her wounds are still tender and are likely to
become infected in the stifling summer heat. Zainab says that she would be
grateful for the job of an ayah at PIMS and a room on the premises. Her son,
Mohammad Kaleem, also attends the hospital school and for these reasons
she would like to remain attached with PIMS. Zainab is unaware that
according to newspaper reports, she has allegedly been given a job which
pays 6,000 rupees a month as well as a place to live. She continues to hope
that the government will step forward and provide proper rehabilitation
services to her and other women like her across the country.

The need for NGOs, the media, human rights bodies and the government to
follow up cases like Zainab's is all too obvious. The prime minister's recent
display of concern and promises of justice to Sajida, another victim of
domestic violence, were ironic reminders of the Zainab Noor episode.
| Sajida's husband has been arrested and a fair and speedy trial has been
promised. Butas witnessed earlier, this is only the beginning.

7ainab Noor, a victim of the most brutal torture, has been all but
forgotten by the press and public since her return from treatment in
London...

When the prime minister recently visited Sajida, a victim of a gruesome
burning incident, many were reminded of the horrifying case of Zainab
Noor. Only a day earlier 1 had encountered Zainab Noor in Shanaz
Bokhari's office. The headline making victim of male brutality, Zainab had
vanished from newspapers as suddenly as she had made the front pages.
Did anyone care whether she had fully recovered from her macabre ordeal?
How was she coping with the aftermath of the trauma? The sad truth was
that Zainab Noor had been forgotten by the press and by the public

following her return from London almosta = -
year ago. 22
When Zainab's story was first revealed to :
the public, no one could have remained -
unmoved. A wave of shock and sympathy &=
traveled across the country. Zainab had ?
endured the unendurable. Subjected to the =
most extreme forms of torture, in the end

she was however, more fortunate than other §
victims. Fo :
When she was first bought to the Zwsmmme secoslcosbnn

Rawalpindi General Hospital, few could even bear to look at the disfigured
woman. Over a petty domestic dispute, her husband, Qari Mohammad who
was the imam of a masjid, tied her to a bed and inserted hot iron rods into
her genitals. Later he passed high voltage electricity through the same rod.
Zainab's reproductive organs were completely destroyed as were her
urinary and bowel tracts.

She was brought to the hospital only after her agony became unbearable.
The story given by her husband was that “she was burnt in an accident.”
Zainab's silence seemed to confirm his story. But the doctor on duty
became suspicious of the circumstances surrounding the episode and
revealed the story to a newspaper reporter. Once the story hit the papers
local women activists arrived to visit Zainab at the hospital. Subsequently,
appeals were made to the prime minister to initiate a proper investigation
into the incident. The prime minster herself called Zainab and things

Tasneem Ahmar, Herald - August 1995




Women Stage Rally against Release of Torture
Case Convict

ISLAMABAD: A gathering of women's rights activists, in a protest rally on
Friday at Aabpara Chowk against the grant of pardon to Maulvi Qari
Muhammad Shareef, demanded that the president should respect the

judicial decisions, rule of law, and basic principles, of justice while |

'granting pardons to the convicts. .
Carrying placards inscribed with slogans, the activists of Progressive
Women's Association urged the Supreme Court to look into the matter of
grave injustice to the victim.

“The grant of pardon, which resulted in the release of Qari Shareef on
December 21, last year, is a severe blow to the rule of law, justice and the
cause of women's movement. Along with this, it reveals how our system
can be manipuiated to let the guilty go scot free whereas the victim is left
suffering for the rest of her life” , PWA President, Shahnaz Bokhari said in
a statement released on the occasion.

According to the details of the case, Maulvi Qari M. Shareef after tying his
wife Zainab Noor with ropes to a bed, inserted iron rods in her private parts,
and passed electric current through her body which left her scarred for the
rest of her life in Chakwal District, 140 kilometres away from the capital.
Now Zainab Noor is leading an abnormanl life with colostomy bags for

urine and stool only, with the desire that justice should be done and her ‘.

tormentor brought to justice. _
Zainab Noor was sent abroad by the government for treatment while at the

same time the Special Court for Speedy Trial convicted Maulvi M. Shareef &

and sentenced him to thirty-year rigorous imprisonment. In his judgement,
Justice Khwaja Mehmood Ahmed, while convicting Qari Shareef, declared
that the accused committed Italafi-e-Uzma" (amputation) of three organs
and that the three sentences should run consecutively. This conviction was
internationally appreciated. At the same time, the judgement of the
Rawalpindi Bench of Lahore High Court ordered ten-year concurrent
punishment.

Protesting against the “light” punishment, according to which the convict

was supposed to be out of jail only after ten years, PWA filed the case in

Supreme Court in 1999. Justice Raja Afrasiab and Justice Bashir Jehangiri

of the Supreme Court admitted the appeal for hearing. The hearing of the ,

case was due anytime when Maulvi Shareef was granted pardon by the
president. A fter staging the rally for one hour, the protestors dispersed.

M. Arshad Sharif, The News - January 13, 2001
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Zainab Noor torture case

Husband Still Free Despite SC Order

ISLAMABAD, Jan 26: The The Supreme Court decided that Qari Sharif,
who had brutalized his wife, Zainab Noor, should be lodged in jail for ten
years, has not been implemented and the prayer leader remains a free man.
Shahnaz Bukhari, head of an NGO, Progressive Women's Association, who
had pursued the case up to the Supreme Court, told Dawn that Qari Sharif
was not arrested by the police despite the orders of the apex court.
“It is frightening to imagine that such a dangerous man is allowed to roam
freely in the society,” she said.
Qazi Mohammad Sharif, an Imam (prayer leader) at a Masjid in Kahuta,
had subjected his wife to severe torture, using electric shocks and rods, and
damaged three of her vital organs.
After the case was reported in the press, he was arrested and his case
referred to the Suppression of Terrorist Activities Court, which sentenced
him thirty years imprisonment.
The victim was sent to England for treatment on government expense by
the then Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto. She has to carry a urine bag
permanently after her treatment in London.
According to the trial court's decision, the sentence was to run
consecutively, meaning that the convict would have to remain in jail for
thirty years.
The LHC, on the appeal of Qari Sharif, reduced the punishment to ten
years, holding that all the three injuries were caused in one transaction,
Qari Sharif, however, came out of jail after six years, as he was given
remissions in sentence by the jail authorities in violation of court order that
he should not be given any benefit under section 382 of CrPC.
Under this section the prisoners are given remissions as provided in the jail
manuals and general amnesty given by the executive functionaries from
time to time.
When the matter was brought to the notice of the Supreme Court, it changed
the decision of the LHC, observing that these organs had been damagedasa
result of one injury in a single transaction.
The Supreme Court, in its judgment, observed that injuries, and the manner
in which they were caused, could not have been comprehended/visualized
by the legislature that was why appropriate sentence had not been provided
in law for such a barbaric act.

Staff Reporter, Dawn - November 27, 2003
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ﬁ Burning Concerns
Wednesday 20
i 15-year-old Sets Herself on Fire in Front of Parents

' 9 “Nazia's cousin told the police that she was being forced into
& marriage”

A 15-year-old girl set herself on fire after her parents tried to force her
into marrying against her will.
@9 /ccordingtoapolice official, Katchi Abadi, 11WB residents, Fida Hussain
| and his wife had been quarrelling for weeks about the marriage of their
H daughter Nazia. “They were arguing about several proposals for the girl.
The mother wanted to wait till she got married but her father was adamant
that she be married off soon,” said Nazia's cousin Asiya.
Astya told police officials that her cousin feared she would be married off
against her will and was extremely depressed. 'She often spoke of running
away but she didn't want to bring shame upon the family. Nazia wanted to
complete her education but her father locked her in a room for several days
to force her into accepting the proposal,” she said.

www.uksresearch.com

“We are keeping her in the burn ward but she also needs surgery. It is
unlikely she will survive
because her burns are severe”
- Dr. Ilyas Khan, Resident Doctor, Nishtar Hospital, Multan

A servant at the house said that on Wednesday morning, Nazia came into
her parent's room and set herself on fire in front of them. “She had sprinkled
oil on herselfand came into the room and lit a match. We all struggled to put
the fire out but she had used petrol and it took us nearly ten minutes (to put it
out),” he said.

Nazia was taken to the District Headquarters Hospital (DHQ), Vehari but
the doctors said that they were not equipped to deal with her wounds and
she was referred to the Nishtar Hospiatl in Multan on Wednesday
afternoon. Nishtar Hospital Resident Doctor, Dr. llyas Khan said that Nazia
had suffered third degree burns to over 80 percent of her body. “We are
keeping her in the burn ward but she also needs surgery because she injured
herselfbefore she set herselfafire,” he said.

Doctors said that they were doing all they could to help Nazia and she was
currently in the Nishtar Hospital Burns Unit, Nazia's uncle Muhammad
Riaz said that his niece was in a critical condition. “Her parents continued
arguing even at the hospital and I asked the doctors to ask them to leave. If
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They cannot focus on the needs of their daughter at this time then they

never will,” he told reporters.

Nazia's mother, Iffat Hussain said that she never suspected her daughter
would try to kill herself. “There was no real dispute. We were just debating
over several (marriage) proposals for her. We would never have married her
off without her consent,” she said.

“Her parents were arguing at the hospital and I asked them to leave. If

they can't focus on her at this time, then they never will”!
- Uncle Muhammad Riaz

Nazia's father Fida Hussain said that he had arranged his daughter's

marriage with her consent. “She had already completed her matriculation
and there were several (marriage) proposals. [ had discussed the matter

with her and she had agreed to a match,” he said.

Multan Civil Lines Police, Station House Officer (SHO), Kareem Shahid : |

said that he was investigating the incident. “Right now we have conflicting
accounts about why she tried to kill herself but we are questioning other
members of the family” he said.

The Express Tribune - June 16, 2011

The Protection and Emancipation of Women

Finally after years of hearing that legislation would be enacted for the
protection and emancipation of women, it has come. Not perhaps in its
entirety, as the Minister of Information pointed out in his announcement of
the new measures being taken by the government, adding that more
legislation would be undertaken for the protection and emancipation of
women, and laws redeeming the weak will gradually be changed with the
support of the nation and the government. A future strategy for the
protection and emancipation of women will shortly be announced in the

President's address to the nation. Needless to add, the women of Pakistan (@

are relieved and pleased to have finally been accorded this most welcome
release from the bygone and repressive laws of the past years. Soon to
follow will be a future bill to provide more protection to women and to
eliminate discriminatory legislation and such unhealthy customs against
the rights of women.

oy

- Some of the strategic factors of the new bill include rape laws under the
penal code and does away with harsh conditions that previously required
victims to produce four male witnesses and exposed them to prosecution

) foradultery ifthey were unable to prove the crime.

Future laws are shortly expected to include the government's effort to
eliminate all laws and customs that are unjust and affect women.

She Annual Edition - December, 2006

Woman Stabbed by Father for 'Honour'

LAHORE: A woman was stabbed to the death allegedly by her father for
'honour' in Jhuggian Nagra locality of Nawankot on Monday.
Nawankot police said Khalid attacked his daughter, Nabeela, 20, with

) repeated strikes of a knife. The woman was pronounced dead at hospital.

The accused fled the scene. Nabeela, who was married off to Shan of Jaalo

g Mor six months ago, had a stillbirth.

Police investigation showed that Shan sent his wife to her parents' house

P after suspecting that she had become pregnant out of wedlock. Nabeela's

father took the matter to his heart.
Police have registered a case against Khalid on the complaint of Nabeela's
mother Sakina.

Staff Reporter, Dawn-June 06, 2011

Woman about Town

Salma Naz believes that the four-and-a-half years that she spent as a town
councilor were indeed the golden years of her life.

“I originally became a town councilor as I am obsessed with cleanliness,
and wanted my area, Saddar Town, to be clean and spotless as well. That's
how I became the part of local government system, which were the best
days of my life”

Naz's typical day when she was a town councilor started off by solving
many other problems. “I was always surrounded by the women of my area,
and was busy in solving their disputes. Since people did not trust the police,
and avoided going to them, hence I was approached to solve their family
disputes”

The kind of issues she solved were mostly related to divorce, marital



disputes or any other issue creating rifts in the family. “I always aimed to
Save the marital bond between a man and his wife, and I did all I could to
prevent divorce, and sent the women back home”.

Apart from criminal cases, such as murder, robbery and kidnapping, the

rest were solved by her, in addition to looking after the hygiene and the

development of the area.
“In all the 11 UCs of the town, we greatly stressed cleanliness.” And to this

day Naz believes that the original local bodies (LB) system should be &

restored as it provided relief to the public, and helped them to get access to
facilities. Plus it gave them the opportunity to get involved with the
development of their areas.

“In the early days issues related to water and sewerage lines would be
resolved within a short period of time. Now people have to spend hours,
standing in queues or searching for the relevant people for such petty
issues. I remember when I was the councilor, and when a problem arose,

such as the fixing of electricity wires, I would make a single phone call, and | .

the people would come within an hour to fix it. But now it takes four to five
days to get that fixed.”

The former town councilor remarks that being a woman and then a
councilor gave a sense of empowerment (to Ms. Naz) as well as to other
women in the area, as their views changed and they started to support me.
Seeing Naz's stature, a number of women in the area wished to hold that
post and would dream of becoming town councilors some day. But not
anymore. The violence which keeps on erupting in the city every now and
then has changed their minds.

“Even if the former system is restored, I won't become a councilor because
the situation of the city is not safe as it was four years ago. With so many
killings going in the city, how can the town councilor, especially women,
operate? It is better to remain indoors, and be safe in your family.” she
concludes.

Rabia Ali, The News (Kolachi) - August 21, 2011
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Where do we Stand?

Women have been constantly victimized in Pakistan. If we had a
provocation law, things would've been a lot better. You! takes a

Nobody is a born criminal or a murderer. Most of the time it's the
circumstances that force one to commit a certain crime. Not all
circumstantial crimes, by any means, should be ignored or forgiven but
there are a number of instances where one is provoked to commit an
unforgivable crime. The victims spend years in anguish before taking
drastic measures in order to stop the abuse. This is where the provocation
law steps in. An Indian movie 'Provoked' has been based on a real life
incident involving this same law where a wife, after being tortured and
beaten ruthlessly by her husband for years finally snaps and kills him. In
this case the criminal was awarded a sentence based on the provocation law
since the torture she had been bearing with all her life, was a crime by her
husband on its own. The question is whether someone who is continuously
tormented can be blamed for action taken in order to find some relief? Read
on to find out more about the Provocation law.. ..

Being Provoked

In English law Provocation is defined under Section 3 of the Homicide Act
of 1957 as; "Where on a charge of murder there is evidence on which the
jury can find that the person charged was provoked (whether by things said
or thing done or by both together) to lose his self- control', the question
whether the provocation was enough to make a reasonable man do as he did
shall be left to the jury; and in determining that question the Jury shall take
into account everything both done and said according to the effect which, in
their opinion, itwould have on areasonable person.

This means that a person charged with murder can have the charge lessened
to manslaughter, thus reducing the life sentence to life imprisonment
(fourteen years of life).

The law in Pakistan was almost similar and was laid down in the exception
to section 300 of the Pakistan Penal Code as: when culpable homicide is not
murder;

Exception I: culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, whilst
deprived of the power of self-control by grave and sudden provocation,
causes the death of the person who gave the provocation or causes the death
of any other person by mistake or accident.

However, the Criminal Law Act of 2004 did away with this section and
introduced the idea of 'honour' killing as compoundable by allowing a
compromise (razinama) to be reached by both the parties. Which leads me
to question the point of amending the Bill in the first place? What is the



pointofannulling a section only to originate another section which makes it
Justifiable for men to kill off women allegedly compromising their
‘honour'? The Qisas & Diyat Act's omission of this clause leaves no room
for concession in the law, but the law and the judiciary are two separates
entities. While a few judges have tried to write off murder as an 'honour'
killing, the majority not only condemns this practice but justifies it with a
religious point of view. Islam does not permit killing another human being
in the name of 'honour' neither does the land of the pure. Intentionally
killing another human being amounts to murder (Qatl-i-amd) and deserves
the same punishment as the one vetted out to the deceased as opposed to
paying compensation for the life taken. Imagine someone killing your
loved one and then paying you to make up for his/her death. As sad as this
1s, itis the law in Pakistan.

The irony is, even though the provocation law seems absurd to many, it was
the only way an abused wife could get out of the 'hell hole' that was her
marriage. An estimated three thousand women are set ablaze by their
husbands or in-laws every year, and there is nothing these women can do.
On the 28" of November, 2010, two women were set ablaze by their
husbands, one who lost her eyesight permanently. In another case, 30-
years-old Jameela Bibi was burnt alive after she refused to give here
husband permission to re-marry. The Provocation Law, in my opinion was
a law that protected women. Killing men or anyone for that matter can
never be justified, but there are a few circumstances that force one to
sympathies, even with a murderer.

Acreal life example of this is the Kiranjit case. A23-year old Kiranjit left her
home in Punjab to live in United Kingdom with here husband Deepak.
During the course of her marriage, which lasted 10 years, Kiranjit was
subjected to extreme physical, psychological, and sexual abuse from her
husband. Food deprivation and marital rape were a common routine for her.
When she asked her family to help her out, they reprimanded her, saying
that it was a matter of family 'honour' that she stays with her husband.
Kiranjit even tried running away from her house, but was found and
brought back by her husband. One night, Decpak threatened to break her
ankles and burn her face with a hot iron and she finally snapped. She set him
on fire, while he was asleep and was convicted of murder. This young girl
had been promised heaven on earth by Deepak only to be thrown into a
torture cell of sorts for her to endure. In an interview, she confessed that she
wanted Deepak to hurt, just like he used to hurt her and then went on to tell
that whenever she tried to defend herself or ran away from his beatings, he
would catch her and beat her even harder than before. This statement was
backed up by medical reports. On appeal, her charge was substituted to
manslaughter under provocation.

While she was punished for killing her husband, at least the law recognized
the emotional trauma she went through. The law in Pakistan, however, does
not. There are hundreds of women going through the same distress in our
country, yet there is no protection for them. In a society dominated by men,
it is not surprising that they get away with a majority of crimes. But what
about the women who are being tortured to death by their husbands?
Provocation was one law, which somehow protected the Kiranjits in our
country. Isn't it unfair for a woman to get a life sentence for killing a person
who was killing her slowly every single day? Girls keeping mum about the
abuse they face is not the right solution, and neither will it reduce their
torture. All we can do is hope that may be someday the law can be
implemented for what it is meant to be the protection of the people!

Sara Zia Khan, You! Magazine The News - May 31, 2011

Another Victim of Karo Kari
Rugqia Kehar is another victim of the curse of Karo Kari

One day after Eid ul Fitr; fifteen year old Rugia Kehar was brutally
murdered by her uncle and brother as she was declared Kari The incident
occurred in Agani Village, some fourteen km away from Larkana city. Her
uncles, including Manzoor Kehar, fled the scene moments after the
incident and remains on the loose. So far, the Larkana Police has failed to
arrest the real culprits of the case.

As narrated by Rugia's family, one of her uncles had observed Rugia in an
“objectionable act” with Masud Kehar, a young boy. When forced to
describe what the objectionable act was, they revealed that Masud had
touched Ruqia's hand in the street. Rugia was returning home from a family
ceremony of the Kehar family. Villagers and eyewitnesses reported that
Masud had touched Rugia's hand to ask why she hadn't danced at the party
but Rugia had rebuked the boy for approaching her informally. Her uncle,
however, watched from the corner of the street, and made an issue out of it,
considering it an affront tc their feudal ego. Manzoor Kehar reached home
and misreported the incident at their joint family home and declared that the
girl should be killed. He then went to look for his gun. Shahmir and
Mushtaque, her other uncles and the brother joined him and the three angry
men fired shots, attempting to take her life. The women in the house
intervened and tried to save Rugqia's life. As the women and the mother
surrounded the innocent girl, Ruqia was made to run for safety to her



Khala's house, while they look the blows and /aathis of the men. Rugia ran
as fast as she could to her Khala's home but death loomed as the killer
reached there before she could. Though the women in the house tried to
resist, Manzoor and Shahmir overpowered them and snatched away the
girl, dragging her inside a room.

Rugia kept crying for help while the women outside also screamed and
cried helplessly. “We offered them the Holy Book and our Cheddars to
prevent them from murdering Rugqia, but they forced us to stay out of the
room”, Mrs. Irshad Khatoon revealed at the women police station,
Larkana. The three female members of the Kehar family arrested by the
police revealed that the killers used bricks to bludgeon Rugia as they had
run out of bullets. They used big bricks to kill her. It was still not confirmed
whether Ruqia was dead or just unconscious after the torture.

Mystery shrouds why the dead body of Rugia has not been recovered till
now by the Larkana Police. It has also not been ascertained whether it was
thrown in the nearby Dadu Canal or buried inside the thick forests. No
Funeral prayers were held for Rugia and no fateha was accepted. However,
female members mourned the death amongst them selves and accepted the
sympathies of other visiting women.

It is alleged that the concerned police helped the killers hide the gruesome
murder for a week. The public safety commission of the district
Government concluded that the suspended SHO of Mahott Police Station,
Abdul Nabi Rind, was an essential accomplice in the murder case. It is said
that the SHO, Rind, had been informed earlier and was consulted by the
killers. The SHO had let the killers go ahead with the murder of the
innocent girl after allegedly receiving a bribe of sixty thousand rupees.
Higher Police officials have suspended SHO Rind without arresting him.
The suspension of the SHO has posed questions as to how spontaneous and
prompt this act of murder action was. If the murder had been cleared with
the police earlier, why was the innocent girl declared Kari in the evening? It
is further alleged that Rugqia's uncle had some ulterior motives and a secret
vendetta with the boy's family.

The family and Masud, a Tonga driver who was declared Karo, have fled
from the village. His other relative, including the principal of the
SZABIST, Altaf Kehar, an uncle of Masud, has also fled in fear. He was
posted at SZABIST, Larkana and has now applied for a transfer to Karachi.
The criminal silence on the part of the human rights groups has allowed the
police to play with the case according to its whims. No significant arrests
have been made and the Larkana Police seems in no hurry to solve the case.
Though it was the police itself that registered the FIR on behalf of the state
against the father, mother, uncles and brother of Rugia, they have showed
no progress in apprehending the killers in the case so far. Sources say that

an influential ex-MPA of the area was approached by the parents of Rugia
who assured them that he would protect them from the police and alsc;
appreciated that they had “cut off the ugly finger”. The feudal mentality of
the _ex-MPA, the police, as well as the alleged killers have worked in unison.
to rid what they considered an ugly finger, an expression proverbially used
in Sindh.

AS no human or women's rights group has intervened in Rugqia's case, there
Is rising concern that the police and the alleged killers will reach a mutually
beneficial agreement to settle the case. If that happens, more innocent

women will be murdered and the police will shelve such cases as blind
murders.

Nasir Khokhar, She - January, 2003
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Cutting your Daughter into Pieces for Speaking Up
Anum becomes the target while defending her mother

Dr. Fazal Hussain Shah Shirazi once told his wife Abida Batool that the
long knife he kept in his bag was to protect him against robbers, as he did
not know how to use a gun.

On June 4, he had used that same knife to stab their 17-year-old daughter
Anum Fatima while their four children watched.

Disbelieving relative went to the house to discover Anum's body lying in a
pool of blood surrounded by hysterical siblings and the man who had
calmly washed the knife and soaked his blood stained clothes in a bucket.
Shirazi confessed his crime to his sister and fled Sahiwal after he realized
that the police wanted to question him.

Abida has not stopped crying ever since. Her children, who cradled their
dying sister as blood gushed out, have been sent away to recover.

Saba Imtitaz (Sahiwaal), Express Tribune - June 28, 2011

Cutting your Daughter into Pieces for Speaking Up

Abida speaks with almost manic energy and repeats the same question: “Why my
daughter? Why would he do this?”

Things started to sour soon after Dr Shirazi and Abida Batool married in 1992 in
the 'watta satta' tradition (Shirazi's sister was married to Abida's Brother). The
Shirazi Family insisted that the differences in the faith- the Shirazi's are Sunni and
Abida's are Shia-would not be an issue.

According to Abida, “He constantly criticized my faith. I told him I would not
practice rituals. He was suspicious of who I met, so I cut myself off from my
family. He wouldn't spend money on his house. [ would ask my brother.”

But Abida Batool set aside all thoughts of divorce after Anum's birth. “Who would
marry my daughter if [ were divorced or separated?”

Four more children followed. So did problems. Shirazi barely contributed to
family expenses, Abida alleges. “He enjoying depriving his children and torturing
them. Influenced by elder brother Dr. Kareem Shirazi, he had no self esteem. He
would do whatever his brother said including practicing at the same clinic even

though he made little money there. He barely went to the hospital he was posted at



or attended to patients. The children lived in fear of him, since he could take
offence at the slightest thing”

Questions about his income Abida says, were answered by hurling abuse and often
blows to her head.

That same anger also applied to the matter of faith. While the Shirazis say they are
Barelvi, Fazal Shirazi became avowedly anti-Shia.

“I have operated on senior dangerous mujhahideen” he boasted to his wife “T wish
I could go and join them as well.”

Members of extremists' organizations were regular visitors to his clinic. At one
point he stopped his wife from crying while watching news coverage of Lt. Yasir
Abass, who were killed at PNS Mehran Base Attack.

“These soldiers have killed so many mujhahideen.” He said, “It's only fair that he

be killed too.”

While Abida says she raised her children as Sunnis, they were drawn to Shia
rituals. Anum would hide from her father and pray, but he had found her out twice
and threatened her with “dire consequences”™

Anum had witnessed her parent's turbulent marriage for seventeen years. Abida
recalls that Anum would comfort her, saying that once she started earning they
could “escape from this hell”. After several years of silence, she had started
arguing with her father , especially in support of her mother's demand that Shirazi
build them a house, since they were living in one loaned to them by Shirazi's older
brother. “I didn't want anything else.” Abida recalls. “Only a roof for my children™
but that man wouldn't agree.

On June 3, the couple fought bitterly over the issue of a house. Shirazi rose to
strike her witha water jug, but Anum locked her mother in the room to protect her
from her father rage. She defended her mother, and in response, Shirazi reportedly
yelled, “Iwon't give you a house, I'll give you graves!”

Her father made true on his promise a few hours later.

At around 4:00 am Shirazi stabbed his daughter, dragging her from one room to
another. Her siblings awoken from their sleep, screamed at their father to stop. A
servant who lives upstairs, watched silently as the man “cut his daughter to
shreds” according to Anum's grandmother. By then Abida had moved to her
mother house for the night, so that Shirazi's rage wouldn't affect Anum, who was
studying for her first year examination.

Piecing together the events of that night has occupied Abida's family who
speculate when the two fought when Anum woke up to offer her prayers. Other
relatives said they could have fought over the house.

Shirazi confessed his murder to his sister, but according to one account, he has
been telling relatives that Anum was talking to a man late at night, which is why he
killed her. The account appears inconsistent with the investigation carried out by
the police and family members.

According to Dr. Kareem Shirazi, who sought to separate himself from his
brother's action, “This was basically a domestic fight. My brother and I are
independent.”
The older Dr. Shirazi also denied that his brother has anything to do with
extremists. “We believe in 'pirs' and 'mureeds' and those people destroy shrines!”
According to Abida's Lawyer Mujhahid Hussain, the police has been extremely
cooperative in investigating the case.
A legal process may have been set into motion but tears continue to roll down
Abida's cheeks, who refuses to look at the picture of Anum or sift through her
belongings.
In the last few minutes before Anum's died, she was studying for an Islamiat exam.
Her books were scattered around her room when her relatives found her body.
Whether her father was riled by her faith, or her defence of her mother, is a secret
that Anum has taken to her grave, and her father carries around with him as he
eludes the police. The house-a source of such contention in the family-has been
stripped bare of its belongings, but a blood stained mirror - a reminder of a 17-
year-old's dying moment.

Express Tribune - June 28, 2011

NCSW bill may be tabled in Parliament in December

All Set to Make Domestic Violence a Crime: Anis

ISLAMABAD - A bill proposing autonomy of National Commission on
the Status of Women (NCSW) is likely to be presented before the
Parliament, in the next session in December, to get it passed.

The NCSW chairperson Anis Haroon informed this at a consultative
meeting Wednesday. She said after the struggle of seven years finally the
bill for the autonomy of NSCW is going to be discussed in the next session
of the parliament on December 15. She said the bill that has already been
tabled in the house is going to be discussed in the standing committee of
Ministry of Human Rights then it will be presented in the house to be
approved.

According to the Commission on the passage of the bill NCSW would have
autonomy and would directly report to the President and Prime Minister;
the NCSW had organized a consultation session with civil society
representatives to finalize the amendments to be proposed by the
commission in Pakistan Penal Code that criminalize the offence of
domestic violence against women.



Regarding the proposed bill of domestic violence Anis Haroon said that the
provinces have already been taken on board for introducing the legislation
on the subject and there is some progress already made on this front in three
provinces. “However; we still feel that there is a need to have some sort of
legislation at the Federal level. For this reason she said that the NCSW has
prepared some amendments to criminalize domestic violence under the
existing penal code”
She said the proposed bill has full support of the legislatures and the
parliamentarians have asked the civil society to support the bill for its early
approval.
The Law committees of NCSW had proposed some amendments in the
Pakistan Penal Code with reference to Domestic Violence. Some
definitions of some of the offences which constitute domestic violence
were made to determine and prescribe the level of punishments.
In the consultations, the proposed amendments were thoroughly examined
and reviewed by the participants. The participants debated on all aspects,
including definitions, and corresponding punishments of the bill and came
up with some recommendations. The participants unanimously agreed to
rename the bill to “Prevention of Domestic Violence Act” while
prescribing the punishment, she suggested that the culprit should face
imprisonment and fine or both.
Tahira Abdullah said the proposed fine and sentence of three months to
one year in the proposed bill is a mockery of the victim and it will hurt
the victim instead of the perpetrators; the participants sought to increase
the sentence from minimum six months to three years with fine and also
proposed to provide some psychological counseling to the perpetrators.
Naeem Mirza, Chief Operating Officer (COO), Aurat Foundation said that
due to Qisas and Diyat there was duplicity of laws and proposed to remove
definitions of violence because they were falling under the ambit of Qisas
and Diyat. This was accepted by all the participants.
After the consultation with the civil society and non-governmental
organizations, their suggestions would be added to the proposed
amendments for the domestic violence that would be sent to the Ministry of
Human Rights and then to the Cabinet and at the end would be tabled in the
Parliament for approval.
The civil society representatives and the members of NCSW were mostly
suggesting amendments in the proposed bill according to their personal
experience and based on assumptions. And the need was felt to put
suggestions of genuine stakeholders into the bill and there should have
been some kind of consultations with the victims of violence or general
public.

Asma Ghani, The Nation - November 24, 2011

w

&>
-

MAY T - <

Tuesday ]

www.uksresearch.com

Wednesday 2




MAY 2012

www.uksresearch.com

Thursday 31

R RIS REEE

Women Safer In 2010 than in 2009

As foreign reports claim that Pakistan is among the least secure countries
for women, local NGO Aurat Foundation reports that violence against
women decreased by 6.41 percent in 2010 compared to figures from 2609,
The NGO report, titled 'Violence against women in Pakistan 2010
revealed the 'surprising' fact that 8,000 cases were reported across the
country in 2010 against 8,548 cases in 2009.
According to the report, Lahore is the most violent city against women with
1,089 reported cases, 521 comprised kidnappings, two acid attacks, 28
domestic violence, 110 rape, 19 'honour' killings, 109 murder, several
sexual assaults 76 suicides, three burnings and 214 incident of custodial
violence torture, trafficking, child marriage and attempted murder.
The other top nine districts where cases of violence were reported include
Faisalabad, Sargodha, Sheikhupura, Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Kasur, Okara,
Multan and Sialkot respectively.
Murder cases in the country, however, showed an increase from 1, 384 in
Khyber Pakhtunkhua, 308 in Sindh, 27 in Islamabad in Baluchistan. In
2010, 557 women are reported to have been killed for 'honour’ compared to
604 cases in 2009'. The highest number of 'honour' killings (2006) was
reported in Sindh.
During the year, 2,296 incidents of abduction were reported across the
country of which 1,890 from Punjab. This figure constitutes 82.32 percent
of the total number of abduction and kidnapping cases of women in the
country.
An NGO's official, said that since Punjab has the largest population, the
percentage of incidents of violence in Punjab was more or less the same as
in other provinces. The maximum number of abductions in Pakistan was in
Lahore, where 521 people were kidnapped.
The report also said that violence against women was the main drive behind
suicide and 663 women reportedly committed suicide in Pakistan during
2010 while 683 cases were reported in 2009.
Nine hundred and thirty seven incidents of rape/ gang rape were reported in
the country in 2010, out of which 741 took place in Punjab. The report also
showed 32 cases of acid attacks on women, a decline from 52 cases
recorded in 2009.
According to the report, police cases were registered in 76.3 1 percent of all
reported cases, no case were registered in 15.11Percent of the cases while
no record could be found of remaining 8.58 Percent.
Source of data collection include news reports, First Information Reports,
monitoring cells and citizen committees.

Ali Usman, Express Tribune (Lahore) - July 06, 2011




Beyond the Bill

Between the unconfirmed killing of Baitullah Mehsud, the Gojra attacks
and attempts to prosecute Pervez Musharraf, there has been little time to
celebrate the one items of good news that has come out of Pakistan this
month.

The National Assembly's passage of Domestic Violence [Prevention and
Protection] Bill is a serious - though long overdue - acknowledgement of
the dismal state of women's rights in this country.

If the Senate passes the bill, it will make Pakistan one of the few countries
in the world with specific legal language about domestic violence. At last
count, in 2006, the United Nations Development Fund for Women tallied
only 60 countries with special laws on domestic violence, with another 29
nations having some legal provisions dealing with the problem. By signing
the bill into law, the PPP will concretise its commitment to Pakistan's
women, and begin to counter the widely held perception that, despite
much-touted intentions, the party has not done enough for women.

The urgent need for the Senate to pass the bill cannot be overstated. The
statistics say it all: according to an Aurat Foundation report, 7,733 cases of
violence against women-including hurt, torture, burning, rape, domestic
violence, threat to violence and more were reported in the media in 2008.
Since much of this violence has not been named by the law - and by
extension, recognized by the state - it goes unpunished. Prosecution in
domestic violence cases has to rely on the Pakistan Penal Code's (PPC)
definition of 'hurt' and ' injury’. Men who are routinely violent toward
women can be specifically prosecuted for causing bleeding, a fracture,
dislocations or skull injuries. But without accounting for the context of the
injuries, these crimes do not carry the same weight, in punitive terms, as
domestic violence will if the bill is passed

Moreover, the PPC has few provisions against injuries that don't leave
marks.

In the absence of a domestic violence bill, men who slap, shove or
emotionally abuse women in their households have been doing so without
fear of prosecution.

This will change if the bill is passed. If recognised as a crime by state,
citizens and law - enforcers can no longer dismiss domestic violence as a'
private' or ' familial' matter in which the government has no business
intervening.

That said, the bill is more sound and fury, signifying nothing if not
enforced. As it stands, the bill will only benefit those lucky few women who
have the personal courage or family support to report abuse and demand

speedy justice. For the thousands of women who cannot stroll over to a first
class magistrate's court to file a complaint after being whacked about, the
state will have to take a few extra steps.

Firstly, the state needs to ensure that it is being alerted about as many
instances of domestic violence as possible. This requires extensive training
for police officials. At present, when summoned during a domestic flare-up
both male and female police officers urge families to resolve on the spot,
rather than register an FIR.

With training, police officers of both sexes can be made to realise that
domestic violence is a crime. They can also be taught to recognize abusive
situations and implement station-by- station system to help keep track of
homes where repeated incidents of domestic violence are reported and
suspected. If needed, the bill should include provisions to punish law-
enforcers who fail to follow up on domestic violence cases.

The medico-legal infrastructure is also in serious need of revamping.
Innumerable news report describe how medico legal officers - on the basis
of whose reports of domestic violence cases are registered - are unqualified
to do medical exams to detect abuse, oblivious to proper legal procedures
and are easily bribed.

No doubt, systemic change is required. But let's start at the very beginning.
In 2004, there were only eight female MLQs in all of Karachi. There is now
only six - and that's in the largest metropolis of this country. Without more
female doctors in the employment of police surgeons throughout the
country, the domestic violence bill will be meaningless. The government
must create incentives - financial or otherwise - to attract more women into
the medico-legal track.

The government must also urgently invest in a nationwide network of
women's shelter. It's fine to offer speedy justice in domestic violence cases,
but what are women to do after they drag the men in their lives to court?
They need places to hide while they recover from the trauma of violence
and plan their future. They need to be attended to by psychologists and
medical doctors. They need legal advice. In short, they need state-
sponsored women's shelters.

Interestingly, if you Google domestic violence in Pakistan the first link is a
website offering eight tips on how to address the problem. Tip one: 'Know
this is not Islamic.' The fact is, many Muslims believe that Islam permits
men to beat their wives, and mullah's cannot be counted on to debunk this
interpretation.

Before it is passed by the Senate, the bill must include legislation against
people - especially clerics - who condone or promote domestic violence
using religion as a justification. Finally the government should rethink the



clause about filing a false complaint that the bill makes punishable by
imprisonment and hefty fines. As a blogger Sana Salim points out, in an
environment shaped by the Hudood Ordinance - in which women who
report rape have often found themselves incarcerated for committing Zina -
the false complaint clause could deter women from reporting domestic
abuse in light of this nation's legal precedent towards women.

Of course, the best way to deal with that problem is to repeal the Hudood
Ordinanace once and for all. That would be the greatest gift this
government could give Pakistani women.

Huma Yusuf, Dawn - August 16, 2009
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Trial by Fire

Sakina, of Meera Baigwal near Rawalpindi, had burns on 90 per cent of her
body when brought to the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences in
[slamabad. At the time, Sakina was expecting her third child. The first FIR
claimed she had attempted suicide. The Progressive Women's Association
(PWA), however, recorded Sakina's dying declaration. In a choked voice
barely strong enough to narrate the horrors she had suffered, Sakina
confirmed that her in-laws were responsible for her condition.

On the basis of this declaration, another FIR was lodged. But instead of
arresting the culprits, the police have been harassing Sakina's brother who
has since been falsely implicated in a murder case.

Nagina was apparently burnt while making tea. This 18-year old fought for
her life for ten days but eventually succumbed to her injuries.
Investigations by the PWA revealed that her own brothers had burned her
after tying her up with rope and dousing her with kerosene oil. Villagers
told the PWA team that the rope used in this heinous act was hidden by her
brothers on the roof of their house. The rope was recovered and the brothers
were locked up but no further action has been taken.

While Sakina and Nagina died, Sabira Khan, 20, survived the brutality of
her husband. But apart from the free medical treatment that she initially
received after her case was publicized by the media, Sabira has received no
other assistance. Justice has been delayed and her case has not been
presented in court. She believes that her influential brother in-law has used
his connections to ensure that a case is not brought before the courts.

The stories of Sakina, Nagina and Sabira point to an area of great concern
dealing with domestic violence-the state machinery charged with
enforcing the law, the police, prosecutors and judges.

In many countries such as Malaysia, Mexico and India, efforts have been
made to review, revise and reform laws and legislation that water down the
rights of women or bolster male domination. Pakistan is way behind on this
count. We have no laws that specifically protect victims of gender based
violence. And the amendments to the constitution made during Ziaul-Haq's
regime are responsible for further undermining the status of women both
within and outside the family.

Since there are no laws in this country targeted specifically at domestic
violence, the only count on which any charges can be brought against the
aggressor is physical assault, clearly a vague category since it applies to
both male and female victims, as well as an infinite variety of possible
situations. In cases of domestic violence, the question of criminalization
takes on a different and more complex form as it occurs within the home,

and the role of the law in responding to this crime is shrouded in ambiguity.
But even if charges of assault were to be brought against abusive husbands,
the age-old dichotomy between the public and private sphere renders such
cases extremely difficult to pursue or investigate. The absence of legal
provisions protecting victims, and the inadequacy of laws that frequently
end up sanctioning legitimacy to offenders, are also crucial points to
contend with. Add to them the fact that the absence of specific legislation
against domestic violence appears to condone such acts, and the legal
position of women is weak indeed.

But even the best law is nullified if it is not enforced. Here, the police,
instead of being the first ones to help victims of violence, are the last to
enter the scene and offer assistance. On the few occasions that an
investigation has actually been conducted, it has been bungled so badly that
one is led to wonder about the integrity and intelligence of the police
officials in question.

Frequently, the power or the superiority complex of the police officials
leads them to behave as if they are doing innocent citizens a huge favor by
lodging a simple FIR. And the gender biases of police officials figure
prominently in their dealings with women, with rape in police custody and
the undue harassment of women in thanas an alarmingly common
occurrence. Police stations are regarded as no-go areas where women fear
to tread even if they are desperate for police protection. It is perhaps for this
reason that women's police stations were set up, but even there the staff is
not fully aware of how to handle gender violence cases.

Hamida Sardar, SHO of the Rawalpindi women's police station, reportedly
admitted that if a woman called her for help over the telephone, she would
refuse to step out of the police station. “We ourselves might be implicated
in the case if we intervened in such a situation. This is a political era who
knows, it may well be a conspiracy to make us a party to the case.” In an
interview which appeared in a local daily, Sardar said that “unless a woman
herself comes to the police station with her complaint, we cannot help her.”
So much for the hope that women's police stations would be the savior of
women inneed.

If the officer in charge of the thana refuses to help when a complaint is
lodged by the phone, either by a victim or by a third party, then the whole
idea of a women's police station seems pointless. Moreover, it is ridiculous
to insist that the victim make a personal appearance at the thana. What if
she is so severely injured that she cannot be brought to the station?

Clearly, there is a dearth of research conducted on the issue of gender
violence, especially the sort that takes place within the home. Such studies
would help identify the characteristics common to violent domestic



situations, as well as the geographic location and socio-economic profile of
women most frequently victimized. Armed with such information,
campaigns could be specifically targeted towards the most vulnerable
segments of the population.

However, what some studies already conducted reveal is a grim reality that
might shatter our complacency about domestic violence and the commonly
held belief that it occurs in only within certain kinds of families or within
particular social or economic strata. In one such study, “Battered
Housewives in Pakistan” , conducted by the Ministry of Women's
Development, it was revealed that domestic violence in some form or the
other takes place innearly 80 percent of all Pakistani households.

It is only in the recent past that the sanctity of the family unit has begun to be
questioned. Now, when a burned woman is brought to the hospital for
treatment, it is not automatically assumed that her injuries were accidental.
Hospital staffs, women's groups, NGOs and the media have recently
publicized cases of abuse and domestic violence, helping to increase
awareness about the issue. But domestic violence cannot be tackled, let
alone eradicated, if women refuse to speak out against those who perpetrate
such crimes.

There has been a growing realization on the part of the media that stove
burning is an important area of concern. Awareness campaigns on how to
avoid accidents are being aired. A concerted effort must be made to
continue with such campaigns to include interviews with the survivors of
“stove explosion” cases as well as the families of the less fortunate who die.
It must be made clear that the “choola phat gaya” excuse cannot be used
casually to cover up heinous crimes, nor can it be used indefinitely.

Tasneem Ahmar, Herald - August 1995

The Shocking Tale of Iffat Iqbal

Were it not for the intervention of a conscientious magistrate who exposed
the appalling negligence of the police, Iffat Igbal's horrifying case would
have been written off as yet another accidental death. ..

Iffat Iqbal of Mandi Bahauddin was 100 per cent burnt, and died soon ai_"ter
she was taken to the hospital. While her in-laws claimed she was making
tea when her kerosene stove exploded, her own family disputed_ the
'official' story. They alleged that her husband gave Iffat poison injections
and then burned her after throwing acid on her body. Iffat's family appealed
to the Progressive Women's Association to investigate the case. It took

PWA Chief Shahnaz Bokhari fourteen days to register an FIR, and that too
while sitting in the office of the interior minister.

A PWA team visited Iffat Igbal's home in Mohalla Akhora to examine the
kitchen where she had been burnt. Bokhari noted that the kitchen was in full
public view, with a window that opened onto a street where people were
constantly walking by. It was hard to believe that in the busy morning
hours, and a kitchen that was far from secluded, a woman was severely
burned but nobody heard her shrieks of pain or her calls for help.

Iffat's death was clearly no accident. There are certain facts which
corroborate this claim. She was the third wife of the accused, who had
divorced two others, suggesting a history of unstable marriages. On the day
she was burned, he went to his shop without his breakfast. Iffat insisted that
he come home when she was told he had had his tea at a chaikhana. Could it
be that on that day the two had been arguing?

Moreover, Iffat's in-laws claimed she was burned while using a kerosene
stove, but the PWA found a gas stove in her kitchen. Why was she using two
different stoves? And would anyone actually use kerosene if they had
access to natural gas, which is cheaper and cleaner fuel?

In his report on Iffat's case, the magistrate wrote, “I think this cock and bull
story has been concocted because they knew that the explosion of a gas
cylinder does not burn only the daughter-in-law, but also does much more
damage. Moreover, the maneuverability of the kerosene stove for such
purposes is unparalleled.”

The magistrates report went on to question the behavior of Iffat's husband
on that day of the “accident”. How could he stay away from his house when
his wife had just been severely burnt? Instead of taking her to the hospital or
calling in a doctor, the accused proceeded to carry out routine tasks like
taking meals to the servants of his shop. He even made a point to telephone
his in-laws in Jhelum at 10.42 a.m. But [ffat was not taken to a hospital even
after her condition deteriorated. She was deliberately allowed to languish
and die.

The magistrate held that the police was slow to act in this case, and that “the
little they did was so slip-shod that it is hard to believe.” The victim's
clothes, the stove and other items which might have yielded clues about the
crime ought to have been taken into police custody and examined, but this
was not done.

Since the police failed to carry out a proper investigation, the magistrate
offered Iffat's body exhumed and called for a new investigation. His order
clearly held the police responsible for gross negligence, adding, “Even a
bicycle theft case is dealt with better than was this one.”

[ffat Iqbal's case is rare indeed. The magistrate's order here is



unprecedented. More common are cases where the gender biases of
persons in positions of authority are clearly manifested in their orders and
decisions. Further, the clash between religious and civil laws also leads to
confusion.

The unnecessary delay in collecting evidence about Iffat's death,
meanwhile, has badly affected the prosecution's case. Although residents
of the mohalla too believe that Iffat was burned to death by her husband, it
took the police a month to lodge an FIR. In the meantime, Iffat's husband
used his influence to procure bail before arrest. He even lodged a complaint
against Iffat's father on charges of murdering his own daughter.

Tasneem Ahmar, Herald - August 1995
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A Willfully Neglected Issue

According to Leo Tolstoy in Anna Karenina, “Happy families are all alike;
every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.” But Tolstoy probably did
not have time to study unhappy families and their problems. For one thing
that makes them all alike is the constant pattern of domestic violence they
all inevitably exhibit. True, the nature of the violence may be different in
each case, but it exists and is characterized by the male desire to control the
womern.

Although this traditionally takes the form of physical abuse, it doesn't
always have to be so. Patterns of behaviour in which the man uses
emotional/psychological blackmail, economic/financial intimidation,
sexual harassment or even threaten to use any of these are regarded as
domestic violence. Domestic violence has become so ingrained in our
society that no one really speaks about it. One gets to hear about it only
when a woman is killed or “grievously hurt” that implies that she may lose a
limb, be seriously burnt; suffer a fracture, or any other injury. Even that, we
know, is glossed over by the family and shown as accidental.

Reading about various cases in the newspaper, I felt that the time has come
to address this issue in real earnest. After all many lives are at stake. And
now we have the news from across the borders that India has adopted a new
law to protect women from domestic violence. It goes beyond
encompassing physical abuse. It also bans harassment for dowry. A
magistrate is empowered to issue protection orders where he feels they are
needed.

Not that we have been indifferent to this problem our women have faced for
centuries. Sherry Rehman, the Information Secretary of the PPP-P, a
staunch supporter of women's rights who has been working hard on
drafting bills on issue pertaining to women, informs me that her party had
introduced the Prevention of Domestic Violence Bill, 2005, in the National
Assembly early last year. It was designed to correct the loopholes in the law
by recognizing domestic violence as crime. What happened next?

It is not difficult to guess. Our parliamentarians, many of whom must be
wife-beaters themselves, would obviously not have felt too pleased with
the piece of legislation. It would have landed before them on their desks,
had the speakers not sent the bill summarily to “the relevant committee”- a
gentle way of saying that it has been shelved indefinitely.

If proof was needed of the mind-set of our male parliamentarians, it came
when the Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Sher Afghan Niazi, opposed the
bill. His position was that “The Quran permits wives to be beaten” and
therefore the bill on domestic violence is not Islamic. If he was referring to



the oft-quoted ayat of Surah Nisa, it simply proved that religion is being
used by politicians to serve their own narrow ends and of course very
selectively.
The problem is, needless to say, very widespread. The Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences, Islamabad, states that “Over ninety percent of married
women report being kicked, slapped, beaten or sexually abused when
husbands were dissatisfied by their cooking or cleaning, or when the
women had 'failed' to bear a child or had given birth to a girl”.
There are two dimensions to the failure of the government to treat it as
human rights problem. One is of course the failure of the government to
treat it as a human rights problem, a law and order issue and a morally
indefensible pattern of behaviour. In fact the World Health Organization
which conducted a multi country study on women's health and domestic
violence also treats it as a women's health issue. Its study recognizes that
domestic violence “has serious impacts on women's health and well-
being...and its cost to individuals, to health systems, and to society in
general is enormous. Yet no other major problem of public health has-until
relatively recently-been so widely ignored and so little understood.
In this context WHO makes the following recommendations to
governments:

e Strengthen national commitment and action
Promote primary prevention
Involve the education sector
Strengthen the health sector response
Support women living with violence
Sensitize criminal justice systems

¢ Supportresearch and collaboration
The second dimension is the secrecy that ascends this problem.
Many women deny it because they have been conditioned to believe that it
is a man's right to exercise physical control over them and even use
coercion in the process. -
Besides they have been taught to feel guilty, because they believe they are
responsible for it because they provoke their husbands by not being good
and dutiful wives. But WHO observes that in its study's findings that there
is nothing “natural” or inevitable about domestic violence. So it is time
women unlearn the lessons that have been drilled into them. They will have
to be taught not to feel guilty by teaching them more about the phenomenon
of domestic violence. There is also the need to bring about a paradigm shift
in the concept of marriage in our society. The idea is not to destroy the
institutions of marriage and family - they are the only social support system
we have in Pakistan - but to strengthen them by teaching the partners the

importance of mutually respectful relationship. Trained marriage
counselors could make a beginning in that direction.

Zubeida Mustafa, She - November , 2006
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Inteha is a Pakistani Urdu film which was released in 1999 across
theaters in Pakistan. The movie was Samina Peerzada's debut directorial
attempt, and established the careers of its two leading men Humayun
Saeed and Zeeshan Sikander. Both the actors incidentally also made
their debut with Inteha.

Inteha basically is the story of Sara, played by the leading actress Meera
- a young girl from a well off background, studying at a liberal arts
college. Being quite the introverted sort and romantically inclined, she's
a dreamer. With a dad who still dotes on his daughter, and a pacifist
boyfriend (Zeeshan Sikanadar), life just couldn't get any better of her.
This all is shattered when circumstances force her to marry her feudal
cousin (Humayun Saced as Zafar). She finds her new home
troublesome.

The film's plotline dealt with the issue of marital rape and a few shots
detailing the ordeal the lead character goes through stirred much
controversy when Inteha was released during the first half of 1999. As a
result the movie was banned for a few days, but was subsequently re-
released after Peerzada managed to get a stay order from the court. It was
a sensational success at the major urban centers in Pakistan and had a
record run at Karachi's Nishat theatre. The cast of the show was quite
huge and contained experienced actors and the crew.
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It is too much for an ordinary person to see a burn
victim screaming in pain”
- Shahnaz Bukhari

Running from hospital to another, looking at charred bodies, the smell of
burnt flesh pervading the senses, watching insects crawling over open
wounds, hearing shrieks and sobs of
pain witnessing the agony of the
dying and the wailing for the dead,
helping to lodge complaints, and
FIR, fight cases... A routine day in
the life of Shahnaz Bukhari, who
works all day, seven days a week,
four weeks a month. She
determinedly follows each casc that §
comes to her notice, and so far the
Progressive Women's Association
(PWA) has handled almost 40 cases.

The day I visited Shanaz's cluttered “office”, which is actually her dining
room, Zanaib Noor had also arrived there along with her son to spend the
day at “Shahnaz Baji's” invitation. The father of another burnt victim, Iffat
Igbal, had also travelled here from Mandi Bahauddin to seek help in the
ongoing case of his daughter's death. Answering phone calls, taking notes,
calling news papers, the police or hospitals to inquire whether any fresh
cases of domestic violence had been reported, especially burnt cases,
Shahnaz seemed tireless. She determinedly follows up burn cases to
ascertain whether they were accidents or actually pre-meditated murders.

Excerpts from the interview

Q. Isn't this task of following up on all the burn cases that come to your
notice too demanding?

A. Demanding? It consumes all my time, energy and courage. Being with
burn patients is no joke. You cannot imagine what a sight they present until
you see it for yourself. It is too much for an ordinary person to see a burn
victim screaming in pain. It is too much.

But I live with them. And I don't do this as a favor. This is my work. I have
dedicated myself to fighting the cases of burn victims, dead or alive. And

There are threats from the “other party” as well. I do not have a big staff; I
am a one-woman organization. I have asked, invited, requested other
people, men and women, to join me or do this kind of following up on their
own, but no one has come forward so far.

Q. How do you follow up on a case?

~ A. | keep close contact with the police stations, hospitals and as soon as |

hear of a burn case, I rush to that place, mostly hospitals which are the focal
point for domestic violence. The first case | followed up was of Nagina,

~ who was burnt by her brothers. I was scared to go and investigate the case

on my own. But I knew her death was not an accident. The DSP Islamabad
accompanied me. This was the beginning. I followed her case, but could not

_ achieve much because her brothers were quite influential. You see, there is

alotinvolved in following up a case. I must have a good, competent team of
lawyers, legal experts and advisors. I don't have this. What I have are
volunteers who give me some of their precious time and help me with these
cases. This helps, but not as much as the cases demand.

Q. Do you think you can continue with this work indefinitely?

) A.Thisis my passion. After all that I have gone through while following up

cases, now I feel I have achieved a little recognition as a person who can be
approached by anyone who is a victim of violence. My reward has been an
increased awareness among doctors, some police officials and volunteers
who inform me of any case which they feel is worth following up. The
doctors no longer buy the “stove explosion” stories. They want to get the
truth. Similarly, the boys who are asked to keep an 'eye' on hospitals do so
without any monetary reward. I would like to mention Igbal, a young boy
who makes regular rounds of city hospitals just to inform me of any burn
victim who can be helped.

Q. With so many loopholes in our judicial system, and the way our

police operate, what changes would you suggest?

A. There is a great need to change existing legislation. The requirement of
producing eyewitnesses has to be relaxed. In our society, where domestic

) ' Viplence is not even recognized properly, where do you think eyewitnesses
will come from? When a crime is committed, when a wife, daughter,
- daughter in-law is bashed or burned by the men of the family, who do you



think will come forward as an eyewitness? This is a major loophole. We
must accept circumstantial evidence-the kitchen, the way a woman was
burned- as sufficient in such cases.

Look at Irene's case. She was 95 per cent burnt. But she had injuries on her
back, not front. The excuse given was, again, that her stove blew up. Can
you explain a woman dying of stove explosion and the front of her body
remaining untouched by fire?

Then, in many cases, courts are bribed to handle a case in a particular
manner. Circumstantial evidences can help sift through real and concocted
stories.

Q. How can we fight against domestic violence?

A. Women must be empowered. This has to be done right from the
beginning. Along with mental preparedness, she must have a say in all
domestic matters. She must be respected and her work recognized. She
must also be able to support herself and not be totally dependent on others,
especially men.

Q. How can women be helped to gain economic independence?

A. I think that women must have economic independence. I am aware that
women who go out to work are often subjected to harassment. To counter
this, I plan to set up an employment exchange bureau where women could
get jobs through a reference. I thought that there would be less chances of
harassment when the employers knew there was someone behind the
women they have hired. The Women's Division thought it was not a good
idea, but then the minister blocked our funds saying that the idea was too far
ahead of its time. In the short period that this exchange did function, 40 girls
were employed in different capacities.

Q. How do you see your work developing in the future?

A.T'am optimistic about the future. But I would like to ask for other people's

help in my efforts. I need support to fight these cases that keep piling up. I -

cannotdo it alone. These cases demand financial, moral and legal help. The
women who survive rehabilitation, they need shelter. I am requesting
people to come forward and help me.

Tasneem Ahmar, Herald - August 1995

Vicious Cycles

Why do battered women continue to endure violence at the hand of their
husbands without walking out of the relationship? The case of “Seema”, a
composite of various actual patients, highlights the patterns and factors,
both psychological and material that characterize a typical victim of
domestic violence. ..

Seema, 30, is a college graduate and has been married for nine years. She
has two young children. She was brought to my clinic by a concerned
friend, who had been trying to persuade her to contact me herself for many
months. When [ first saw Seema, [ was struck by her good looks and poise.
She was tastefully dressed and spoke in a soft voice. Her initial reserve,
however, was soon overtaken by a desperate need to relate the story of the
lastnine years of her life.

Seema was brought up in a supportive and financially comfortable family.
At the age of 21, she was married to a professional. She tried hard to be a
good wife, taking care of the needs of her husband and in-laws. Despite her
efforts, however, the early years of her marriage there were occasions
when, following a quarrel, her husband would slap her. Not infrequently,
this would be followed by an apology, reconciliation and a period of
domestic peace. Over the years, however, the slaps came more frequently,
and on occasions they were supplemented by kicks, punches, and being
smashed against a wall. On one occasion in the past, when he didn't find his
socks in a drawer, her husband threw the drawer at her, breaking her nose.
Sometimes Seema's husband would take her to a doctor to have her treated.
At other times, he would leave her to her own devices. Then, Seema would
mostly stay in the house until her bruises had healed. There were temporary
plateaus in this pattern - times when the violence abated, leaving Seema to
hope it had seized altogether. Right after a beating, there were also many
times when her husband seemed contrite and would try to make up for his
behaviour by apologizing and buying her gifts. Seema believed in this
good, kind side of her husband. If only she tried harder, she would often tell
herself, she could win him over and change him for the better.

For several years, Seema hid the violent side of her marriage from her
parents. Finally, after a particularly vicious beating, she feared for her life
and decided to escape to her parent's house with the children. Her husband
soon followed her there and begged her to return. Although Seema's parents
were supportive of her, she felt guilty involving them in her marriage.
Moreover, she did not want to stay with them indefinitely, especially since



have found that in these situations the victim initially struggles to regain
control, but soon “ learns * that her efforts are useless and settles down into
a ** helpless “ mode of functioning, which she retains even if the situation
changes into one where she does not have control.

This pattern of behavior, called “learned helplessness”, is associated with
three important scts of changes in psychological functioning. First, at the
cognitive level, the woman loses faith in her ability to predict or control a
situation, leading to a loss of confidence, self-worth and self-esteem.
Second, at the effect level, this feeling of helplessness is accompanied by
depression. Finally at the behavioral level she seizes to struggle to escape
from her situation. It would, however, be too simple to call all this behavior
passive, since battered women develop many complex coping skills which
increase the probability of their surviving in a violent relationship.

In addition to these internal psychological changes in the battered woman.,
there are also external factors which impede her escape from an abusive
situation. Most important is the threat of violence itself, and the fear of
losing her children. Another obvious reason to stay is the woman's need for
financial support. But even where women have independent means, the
other factors mentioned usually prevail to keep them in their marriage.
Often, another important factor is either the lack of alternative sources of
love and support, or the desire on the victim's part to protect these sources
of support from the effects of her marital situation. Here, traditional views
of gender roles - which plays the bulk of the burden of making the marriage
work on the woman; which glorify suffering; and so on - also make their
contribution. As a result, most battered women continue to live in an
abusive relationship. Most even come to accept their situation.

What can be done about these complex forces which give rise to and sustain
violence against women in society? The solution does not lie simply in
increasing the number of mental health professionals or creating shelters
for battered women, but in bringing about a change in our attitudes. In
many ways, violence begins at home, when a child is disciplined by beating
while boys grow up to be seen as adult men, girls continue to be seen as
children who have to be beaten to be disciplined. Unless society learns to
see women as adults and human beings in their own right, this phenomenon
will continue to hear about the Seemas of this world.

Dr. Riffat Moazam Zaman is a clinical psychologist at the Agha Khan
University, Karachi. This article is adapted from a paper she presented at a
seminar onviolence against women.

Dr. Riffat Moazam Zaman, Herald - August 1995
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ey =1 One from...the Heart

1 hear a howling, I had cried once. She is no more. She died six months ago.
Everybody around me seems to understand. I don't. You see, her husband
shot her.

This is not easy for me to write. It is much easier to forget about it. Bury it
along with all those things that hurt me, bother me, and threaten the security
of my precious castle of cards. But I hear a howling. It was low at first, so
low that it was almost inaudible, like a women, crying softly, sobbing. I
only heard it when I was alone. When everything was quite around me. At
times it would grow, become intrusive. I heard it in the smile of a person
that reminded me of her smile; it grew when I saw a little child that looked
like hers. Louder became the howling, a raw gut wrenching, and painful
sound from the depths of a hollowed soul scraped of its contents, devoid of
its right to feel. I could presume it is her, but [ fear it is me. Does it matter?

I met her for the first time on the day of her wedding. She was twenty then.
She was happy and slightly nervous as all brides are supposed to be when
they don't really know their husbands to be. Dragged there against my will
by my mother. I had expected another one of those girls, that I so scorned.
Timid and docile, well turned out, ripe for marriage, perfectly educated
housewives of tomorrow. I prided myself being different; I was going to be
free and independent. There was no howling then, just the resounding
silence of my own smugness. Strangely disconcerting. She didn't fit my
category of stereotype brides. She was witty and interesting. Once I got
over the initial shock. 1 hate to admit I am wrong, she and I became friends,
not very close friends but not acquaintances either, just friends. Time
passed as it always does...... sometimes we take it for granted that things
will remain the same....but they don't as long as you follow the rules. You
see the howling waits in the shadows, waiting for you to take that one false
step, and then the world comes crumbling down in ways you can't imagine.
I met her every now and then. From time to time and saw her change froma
shy girl to a self assured housewife, and then a mother. She seemed happy.
They seemed happy. Her husband was a nice man. Courteous and well
behaved. He seemed almost human, unlike so many other men I knew.
They seemed to be in love. Of course, there were the usual complaints
about how he spent too much time at his computer or in his car...but they
were so normal. Nothing strange, obviously no hint of the shocking
violence that was about to unfold in such a normal household. The howling
was quite then or maybe it was so low that she could ignore it.
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I had learnt that he had shot her in the heart one week after it happened.
Even then I was told that it was probably a suicide. My mother thought it
was better for me not to know. She thought it was better if I never knew that
my friend had been murdered. Oh, how we protect our castle of cards and
how we try to drown out the infernal sound! You see, she, my friend, had
done the unthinkable, the unspeakable act of adultery, she had had an affair!
And that so bad he had HAD to shoot her.

Everybody understands, but I do not. They say she was still alive when she
was brought to the hospital, still breathing. ...I wonder if she could hear the
howling then? Was it loud, jeering and victorious, or was it more subdued.
silent but rebuking, or scarier still, was it a deadly hush, a terrible rushing
unrelenting sound that takes you towards inevitable?

Or maybe she was oblivious to it and her thoughts were focused on her
child left motherless at four, with a legacy that would haunt him forever. Or
was she thinking about her own short life and how she had wanted to live
more than her 26 years. What was he thinking at that moment? Did he bring
her in to save his neck or did he realize the enormity of his act and feel
remorse? Does it matter? She is dead now. A crime of passion, committed
by a man enraged beyond reason, driven to protect his 'honour'. They say,
he did not think, he was too blinded by anger. Some even try to rationalize it
by telling me that it was love, he loved her so much that he struck out at her
out of hurt and rejection. So many justifications, so many loopholes, so
much acceptance of this unforgiveable deadly act. The act of murdering
someone, the act of taking away someone's essence, their right to live,
breath, contribute and participate in this world. Nobody justifies her, no
body tries to conjure up her motivation for doing it or what drove her to it.
Nobody. She was shameless and that seems to be an epitaph enough.

A question keeps bothering me and I put it forward to you. They both
committed a crime each, one of adultery, the other of murder. You be the
Judge and tell me which is the worse. I ask because the world calls her a bad
woman and him a normal man.

I wonder about him. Did he think what he was doing to his only child,
depriving him of a mother and a family, of all the things that a child of four
recognizes and hold as precious? Did he think beyond his own ego? I guess
he did not because I see this child floundering helplessly, trying to make
sense of where his familiar world went? I wondered too if he can hear the
howling, as he sits alone at night awaiting a trial or is it drowned out by the
silence of his own righteousness. I believe he can hear it, now more than
ever. Maybe it bothers him too, gnaws at his soul, eating away at his heart,
every time he sees his child trying to smile in the new unfamiliar world. But
he denies his expression, locks it away, far away and takes refuge in the silly

~ shallow mask of the manliness. T can talk about women's rights, about
justice, about the predatory mental state of men t}hat leads them to believe
that they have right to take a life if it threatens their so—_called 'honour'. | can
talk and talk till I am blue in the face but who is listening? When my father
can say to me I know you are hurt and you cared for her‘but shf: was a “bad”
girl, how can I feel safe? If 1 dared to, through some twist of !'ale, transcend
the norms of my existence as a mere woman, would I be snu#ted ou‘E too? :
I repeat again, who is listening. Who is accountable? Is it her for being
foolish enough to believe that she could get away with it just _Itke men secm
to all the time. Is it him for believing that if his wife is unfaithful it means
that he is no longer a man or that he can only express his hurt and anger in
this brutal way. Or is it the society that sets these rules qndl\vc are mere
pawns in the game. The howling and I are friendg now; it sits beside me
patiently while I write this. It soothes me when I miss my frlcnc_i and cry for
her. But most of all it lets me be in touch with what I feel, reminds me Lhat
there is much more to freedom than mere financial independence. There isa
new breed of women now that believe that it is free or striving to be free, to
finally achieve the recognition, as a separate entity, not as anyone's
property. A woman is a person. I ask all of you out there, is this woman for
real or are we just letting her test out her wings, till she strays too far?

The News - 31 August, 1999

NA Passes Law against Domestic Violence

Government to Set up Protection Committees at
Tehsil Level

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Tuesday passed a 'bi]] on
protection against domestic violence covering all types of repressive and
abusive behaviour against vulnerable people in domestic relationship. ‘
The new law would cover not only intentional act of gender based, physical
= and psychological abuse, but also include economic abusq, harassm_ent,‘
_ stalking, sexual abuse, verbal abuse, and any other repressive behaviour
P8 committed against women, children and other vulnerable people, with
; whom those accused have been, or still are in a domestic relationship. ]
” The proposed law-passed as members' bill moved by thelPakistan People's
‘& Party's Yaseen Rehman, would become an act following its approval by the
“ Senate and the President. L _ _
‘g The legislation is aimed at bringing domestic violence into the public




domain, as such issues are quite common in society but are seldom reported
and there is no data available in the country for such crimes.

Under this Law, protection committees - each consisting of female
councillors, a female SHO, a sub-divisional police officer and a protection
Officer - would be setup at the tehsil level by the provincial governments.
Victims would be able to approach the committees directly or through some
other person, which would have to send the case within three days to the
area magistrate after full filing of all legal requirements on behalf of the
complainant.

Except where the domestic relationship is based on employment and
domestic help, "Victims should not be evicted from the household or any
part of it by the accused person during the litigation period."

The court, on being satisfied that domestic violence has taken place, could
pass a protection order in favour of the aggrieved party in addition to
directing the accused person to provide monitory relief. This protection
order would remain enforced until the aggrieved party applies for its
discharge.

The court - at any state of the application of protection order - may grant
temporary custody of an aggrieved party.

A breach of protection order of the accused person would be considered an
offence punishable with imprisonment - which may extend to a year but
would not be less than six months and a fine not less than Rs. 100, 000.

Irfan Ghuari, Daily Times - August 5, 2009
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alastan - Bill Outlawing Domestic Violence Passes National Assembly
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Stand up against Abuse

There is a general consensus of opinion in Pakistan that it is better for a
woman to battle it out with her in-laws rather than opting for a divorce. The
argument for this is; although women in our society have been educated to
expect justice and equality, society is still archaic. Men have a privileged
position and can still supposedly get another wife, but the women will
always be on the losing end regardless of any effort she may make to her
marriage a Success.

One reason I feel to be the cause of this is duplicity between thoughts and
action in which even leading feminists expect and demand totally different
conditions for themselves and their own sisters in society, which they don't
practice in their own homes despite having suffered themselves. There 18
good and bad in every society , problems related to in-laws is universal
However, in our society the principles of Islam are not practiced and the
law discriminates against women. This, combined with the attitudes
towards women described above, abusers are given both opportunity and
power. _

The need for change is generally acknowledged, however, as long as
women continue to tolerate being victimized and abusers are allowed to
get away with it, the well needed change will never come about. I hope to
convey the message of hope by relating my own personal experience. And]
am not alone in my quest for justice. All the women I am acquainted with
have stood up for their rights, even if it meant ending their marriage and
they all have a better life now. In retrospect, their only regret is not having
leftlater.

I was brought up and educated in England. I belong to a simple, down-to-
earth, modest family, who neither displays nor boasts their financial status.
After my Masters degree, my family immigrated to Pakistan. My
experience to an arranged marriage phenomenon, however, was an cye-
opener. | had many proposals including those where the agenda was a boy
benefiting from the union in some way by obtaining a foreign passport or
financial benefits. Unfortunately, this was precisely the type of marriage in
which [ became entrapped.

After some time my parents decided to return to England where my ex-
husband and his family were introduced to us. At the time I was
disillusioned and reluctant to return to England being patriotic, I wished to
settle in my own country. Furthermore, my ex-husband pursued me
ardently, giving the impression he was keen to make me his wife.



I therefore decided to take a gamble and accepted, his proposal. His family
on the surface at least, gave the impression of being an educated
broadminded modern family whose only concern was the happiness of
their only brother, and although their living conditions were run down,
cramped and poor standard, my ex-husband made a commitment that he
would purchase a new house before our marriage.

As our families got to know one another, | realized they were entirely false;
they deliberately told lies and embellishments, acting like lords without
land to give an impression of status and position they did not possess. In the
buildup to the marriage, simple decisions and problems which could easily
have been resolved with tact, common sense and courtesy were blown out
of all proportion. These generated major conflicts, which gave me an
insight into their true natures; aggressive, arrogant, self-centered and crafty
human beings.

They tried to dominate all the proceeding in the buildup to, and after the
wedding even down to the preparation of my clothing and jewelry from my
parent's side, wanting it to be their choice. Their logic being as I was
brought up in England, I did not have any fashion sense. Although sign of
disaster were present before the marriage, [ turned a blind eye hoping in my
naivety for the best having a rosy picture of gaining the companionship of a
loving family. Besides the wheels were set in motion, the ceremony was
finalized and after a lot of persuasion on my part, my husband to-be
eventually purchased a house for himselfand his family.

After the marriage ceremony, I moved into the new empty house and went
about establishing it, financed with some money given to me by my
parents, with little offer of help from my in-laws who treated me with
neither courtesy, respect nor warmth. The first few months were extremely
hectic and stressful. Instead of the bride being treated like one, the roles
were reversed and as soon as the kitchen was operational, I started to cook
and it was me making preparations for the arrival of my ex-husband's
family who acted like guests expecting me to welcome and entertain them.
When they arrived the politics began as more truths about them unfolded.
The followings are just some of the web of lies and deceit which unfolded:
they were sitting tenants with an eviction order against them. My ex-
husband was poorly educated having failed all his junior Cambridge
exams. His business, which was based on bribery, came to an abrupt halt
causing him considerable depression, after the arrest and imprisonment of
his main contact for his corrupt activities. He took to drugs and was also a
long-term alcoholic who also did not hesitate to drive in that condition,
putting others at risk. Despite this his family still put tremendous unfair
pressure on me to control his drinking habits, even accusing me of being

responsible by not making him happy.

My ex-husband was the only son with four elder sisters. A lot of women
across our culture have absorbed the notion that men are superior beings
who have power. And the only chance of getting any of that power, they as
women feel, is through the loyalty and closeness shared with a male child.
The pressure is even greater on an only son .My ex-husband was no
different. The role he played in his household was a father figure and the
role cast for me was their servant/mother figure who was only there for the
convenience of my in-laws.

The most hypocritical and cunning of all had the nick name of “live wire”
and she proved to live up to her reputation as a troublemaker. The campaign
she led in her office under the banner of anti-corruption was actually based
on attempts to obtain facilities for her. Not only was her own brother
corrupt, she herself was guilty of petty crimes .Her attempts to use and
manipulate me were an insult to my intelligence for she mistook my
politeness for foolishness. She had the audacity to preach women's rights
but was nasty towards me, and even had the check to make personally
insulting, derogatory, and humiliating remarks, making it clear that my
place was in the kitchen. She even reminded me that as I was from England,
I was supposedly “used to” domestic work unlike her family who were
“used to” servants. Her behavior and personal habits, by example did not
warrant respectas an elder.

However, even when I fulfilled the above role, I found it an impossible task.
They were fussy eaters and the food I cooked was always criticized and I
was made to feel as if T was poisoning them. Financing houschold expense
was also created into major issues where [ was even accused of saving their
money and goods in my parents' home when actually [ was financing much
of their demands, including food, using my parent's money.

In-laws may not do things out rightly in the open but may behave in an
underhand manipulative way, so you cannot explain why they are upsetting
you. Subtle and blatant insults designed to “put you in your place”, issues
created to look like the “bad one”. You have to ask yourself why your
husband is not prepared to look as clearly at them as he would at anybody
else. In my case, my ex-husband was a part and parcel of it, his family came
first and they backed each other up no matter who was right or wrong.
Despite all my efforts he complained that he had not gained sufficient
benefits from the marriage. By nature he was a bully lacking in character
and integrity blaming others rather than taking responsibility for his own
actions. He was also suspicious - minded not hesitating to read my personal
letters and to listen to my phone calls. Neither was he an intelligent man, his
response to most things even if merely contradicted, was to have an



irrational  temper tantrums going to the extreme of abuse towards my
family and threatening physical violenc¢ which was followed by remorse.
The excuses he subsequently made for his behavior were lame and
cowardly. There was no excuse for it, and bullies simply target people
weaker than themselves they dare not intimidate someone their own size.
For fifteen months I lived in that strange, un-homely, depressing
atmosphere, where there was always some trauma or crisis .My ex-husband
had no interests and few friends and there were few visitors apart from his
sisters. The picking, criticism, recriminations and complaints on every
aspect of my life, seldom having any foundation, continued. On top of this,
material demands from my parents started.

Despite having followed few customs and traditions themselves, (they had
maintained that their approach to giving dowry was “English”)they were
full of expectations, with no concepts whatsocver of their role and
responsibility towards me. I was made to feel I had no value and should be
grateful they had “allowed” me to become their wife/bahu and should even
thank God for this so called lucky privilege. Tremendous pressure to have a
child was there from the day I got married, which soon turned into blame
with treats and ultimatums that if | wanted a place in their home I had to
have a child. Eventually, I coped with everything by ignoring it, avoiding
them as much as possible seeing the humorous side (anything to keep me
sane). Although I felt alone I was an optimist, who never gave up trying to
improve my circumstances in the hope that one day I would have a normal,
happy life.

My mother's visit from England came as much needed. She was alarmed to
see me mentally and physically exhausted and I poured my heart out. She
could see for herself how I was being treated-like a doormat. Mine was a
no-win situation in every way. [ believed the moment I stood up for myself,
the marriage would have ended. Which is exactly what happened. A minor
issue triggered events which for me were the last straw that broke the
camel's back and I went to my mother's home in a distressed state. My ex-
husband's family responded in their usual way by jumping up and down ina
hyper state, making personally insulting and provoking remarks with
ridiculous false accusations. My ex-husband's response was to bully and
threaten me with ruining my reputation, warning me that girls who dare to
answer back are killed.

In two months no attempt was made to negotiate or resolve the conflict,
apart from my ex-husband informing me when the servant had left,
implying that a golden opportunity to return had opened up and I could
takes the servant's place to appease his family. I had been unwell and
distraught at the time, but my ex-husband's concern was not for me or my
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The Women's Protection Bill

How important is the Women's Protection Bill for President General Pervez
Musharraf? He said he was going to have it passed no matter how strong the
opposition. The mullahs ranted and raved. They threatened to resign from
the assemblies and take to the streets. They said they would block the bill's
implementation in the provinces they govern. They declared all support for
the bill heretic and sinful. Yet the President went ahead and encouraged-
some say browbeat-the parliament into adopting it.

That done, he came on TV to congratulate the nation on what he said was a
historic day when a 27-year-old injustice to women had finally been dealt
with. He promised to bring more national laws, especially in areas where
the existing legislation either fails to provide justice to half of the country's
population or assists in perpetuating injustices against women, Not only
that, he chose to turn the final step in the procedure for the bill's adoption
into a gala affair.

This was not a bill that the President was going to sign in the hallowed
sobriety of the presidency. He would do it at a women's convention, amid
thunderous applause from a hall packed to capacity by those who have
struggled against the hudood laws for 27 years.

Clearly, the significance that the amendments to the controversial hudood
laws hold for President and his beleaguered government cannot be
overstated. But what exactly has this bill done that is so loathsome for our
religious leadership?

Oddly enough, very little. In essence, hudood laws are a set of five different
laws governing punishments for adu Itery, false accusation, consumption of
alcohol and other crimes such as theft etc. All of these laws remain pretty
much what they are save those relating to adultery. The most important
change in the adultery related laws is the exclusion of rape from them
mischief of hudood laws. The amendment law allows a victim to take her
case to the ordinary courts where 'Islamic” requirements of evidence, such
as four adult right-thinking Muslims witnesses, do no apply. The victims
can now have the rapists convinced on the basis of forensic evidence such
as medical examination and DNA tests etc. Of course, sex between
consenting adults remains a crime punishable by the state.

Even General Musharraf's enlightened moderation does not extend to
letting adults choose for themselves in matters as personal as love and sex.
In his speech to the nation, he said makin g adultery a non-crime would lead
to many complications and it was not possible to accept the secular
opposition's demand that the state stay out of people's beds. No wonder
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when JUIF's Maulana Fazlur Rehman warned that the amendments would
turn Pakistan into a “free sex zone” many liberals sighed as if to say “only
1
l\nyway, women's NGOs who have been in the forefr.ont of the struggle
against the hudood laws seem to have gone along W1§h tl_le _amendment
despite having serious reservations regarding their limited scope.
Something is better than nothing, they say, adding thai the fight for
women's emancipation was far from over.
They could not be more right. No matter how important the changes that the
amendments have brought to hudood laws, they do little to redress the
fundamental discrimination against women institutionalized under
General Zia's horribly orthodox agenda. Just as important, the country still
retains parallel judicial system, which means that General Mushrraf's well
meaning amendments remain a hostage to the nuisance value the
obscurantist wield in Pakistan. Should our military leadership come to the
conclusion that the clergy's support is needed to bolster its politics, one can
safely assume that the women's protection bill will be among the first items
on the general's liberal offerings to be thrown out the windows. :
Even after seven years of enlightened moderation, Pakistan, it seems, is
still some distance from the dream of a genuinely enlightened state. It still
awaits a ruler who can stand up and boldly say that religion is a matter
between people and whatever gods they choose for themselves. A ruler who
can lead the state to being the benevolent entity that the nation's founder
had envisaged-which treats all its citizens with equality and protects the
rights of all, irrespective of whether they cross their hearts or kiss the
ground in their communication with the divine.
Hudood laws are only small part of General Zia's agenda and his military
successor needs to broaden the scope of his reform ambitions to include
other so-called Islamic laws that have piayed havoc with the structure of
Pakistan's criminal justice system _
If enlightened, or for that matter any kind of, moderation is to preva_ll_._
Pakistan needs to rid itself of the conflicting sets of laws that have turned its
value systems upside down. T
Despite all that we hear from our leaders about the need for sc1ept1ﬁc
progress and progressive thought, we remain one of the few countries in the
world where murder is a private matter between individuals - thanks to u
and diyat law - while kissing a lover becomes a crime against the state.

Aamer Ahmad Khan, She - December, 2006




Hit him Back Legally-Domestic Violence Bill

o B R i :
Women find themselves beaten and then are also threatened if they tell anyone about
domestic violence. — File Photo

If your husband raises his hand on you, and you are a constant victim

of physical violence, humiliation and verbal abuse, a time may come
when you say “enough is enough”.

Whether it is an urban, educated woman or a woman from an under-
privileged rural background, social pressures and conditioning can keep

her tongue-tied and stop her from complaining to anyone about the abuse. =2

But one fine day, if he beats her and her children black and blue, and she

decides that it is time to stand up for her right, what is she going to do? Does =%

she know what to do? Whom to complain to? And as this is regarded as ““a
family matter”, will the law side by her?

These were some of the questions answered at the recent “Provincial
Dialogue on 'Domestic Violence Bill' Policy and Data Monitqring
Violence Against Women (PDM-VAW)”, organised by the National
Commission on the Status of Women (NCSW) and Aurat Foundation (AF)
on October 13,2011 in Karachi. ‘
“The Domestic Violence Bill had been passed by the National Assembly in

2009. However, once it reached the Senate, it lapsed. After the passage of !

the 18" Amendment, the bill comes under the Provincial govcmmems'

domain,” explains Maliha Zia, a lawyer who has expertise on Gender & @R

Law.

The aim of the event was to reinitiate the legislative process on the said Bill. 48

MPA Humaira Alwani, who was also present at the occasion, had submitted

the Bill as a private member's bill in 2008. But the desired effect did not
take place. “Events such as this provincial dialogue are an attempt to make
the government take ownership and responsibility of this issue, as domestic
violence has reached epidemic proportions in our society.

But the main problem is that it is considered a private matter and women are
encouraged not to come into the public sphere with their complaints,” says
Zia.

Also present at the occasion were Ms. Anis Haroon, Chairperson NCSW,
Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, current speaker of the Provincial Assembly of

Sindh, Taugeer Fatima Bhutto, Provincial Minister for Women's
Development, Sindh, Ms. Sharmila Farooqi, lawyers, human rights
activists and journalists.

The definition of Domestic Violence (DV) in the proposed Bill is that
“Domestic Violence includes but is not limited to all acts of gender based

| and other physical or psychological abuse committed by an accused against

women, children or other vulnerable persons, with whom the accused is or
has been in a domestic relationship.”

Thus, the person committing DV may not necessarily be the husband. It can
be a brother-in-law, a step-son or even a brother. And the victims can and do
include children.

As Zia explained in her detailed and insightful presentation, DV includes
much more than just physical beating. It includes assault, use of criminal
force and intimidation, wrongful confinement, inflicting hurt, trespassing
and harassment. Physical abuse is of course the most salient part. But an
interesting new addition is the term “stalking” as part of DV which could
mean watching, loitering around or following the victim.

Sexual abuse is an important part of this. This also includes “forcing the

) Wife to cohabit with anybody other than the husband”. This does not

include only rape, and is an umbrella term for many other violations.
Sexual abuse of children by a relative, which amounts to incest, is a serious
al.]d damaging kind of abuse, the effects of which the child will carry with
him/her throughout life in the form of psychological scars.

Economic abuse is also included, which can entail forcefully snatching
away the woman's earning. Wilful or negligent abandonment of the
aggrieved person is another form of abuse.

Wi}at really touched a raw nerve with the participants was Section 4 (m),
which included, very aptly, “emotional, psychological and verbal abuse”.
How commonly we see the things mentioned in this section around us.

a Degrading and derogatory remarks, use of foul language and hurtful

remarks about the woman's family are not uncommon.
A humiliating or ridiculing attitude, for example commenting upon the



wife's weight gain or lack of education can destroy a person's self-
A repeated exhibition of obsessive Jealous behaviour w
false allegations upon the character of the victim, which i
the husband, but many a times by in-laws
highest form of mistrust and dj srespect.
Women find themselves beaten and then are also threatened if they tell
anyone about DV: threats of divorce, of beating and of malicious
prosecution. In addition, many a times when the man has an intention to
remarry, he may cite the wife as 'infertile' or 'Insane’.
All these and the above come under DV in the proposed bill, which made it
very comprehensive and well thought-out.
Punishments have been defined so that people take it seriously as an
offence. This can be short term imprisonments or fines.
Ifthe Bill gets passed, the aggrieved can bypass reportin g to the police, and
directly present a petition to the Court which is within the Jurisdiction

where she resides. A person authorised by the victim can also present the
complaint.

Abit of information worth knowin
preferably go to a hospital that has a medico-legal centre,
Not only will they
However, even if she
mentions the extent and nature of her injuries, and that will help strengthen
her case.

“People feel that
in the divorce rate going up. But is leavin
really a bad thing? And in Pakistani law,
procedure, with or without this Bill,” says Zia, and continues to say, “A
woman or child or any vulnerable person is entitled to the fact that her
bodily, mental and emotionally integrity remains intact and she is protected

by law. The man who commits violence should be answerable for
retribution.” Her words say itall.

esteem,

g a violent and abusive marriage

Farahnaz Zahidi Moazzam, Dawn - October 21, 2011
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hich later leads to
s done by not only
as well, is both abuse and the

g is that the victim, for treatment, should

treat her, but they can also register a complaint, _
goces to any clinic or hospital, she can getareport that

passing of such a Bill and increased awareness will result o

Khula is in any case a fairly simple

™

Going nowhere: Bill on Domestic Violence Stuck in

Sindh Assembly for Three Years

in the Sindh Assembly for the past three years.

' se of Sindh's elected
‘vate laws have been passed in the house of SmdhiCdmc =
S cs Party-le 1ment e
% EI:)&;entatives since the Pakistan Peoples Party-led goven

A
L]

® rcpr
.. power in 2008. ° dinje v S
The 'Domestic Violence against Women and Children (Prevention
e 'Domes

ani three years
Protection) Bill 2008 was submitted by MPA Humera Alwani three y
ago, butithas yettobe brought to the floor.

ictims of stic violence. The
“There is not enough legal protection for victims of domestic V.IE ks
Cose;i Jaw will help shield women and children from suc ;
prop i1 s . e .
including 'honour killing,” said Alwan. | X
z arliz -1ans, W
The bill has been criticised and some of the male parhdn;c:tlz;ani i
1S5C o dd
is { *h laws, have even harass
1 that there is no need for suc . Y Wl
fe:l] utting up a struggle for the bill, which has been Dcigj:h.“ e
ienofe(ilJ Every time I speak about it, ] am given false a.tssurdnuc\_a;]g s
bge introéiu’ccd » she said. Alwani added that a feudal mmc.iset.pze e.ShOUld
assembly andjhencc the men are of the view that domestic violenc

not be discussed outside the home.

i solution on this
Earlier this year, some men in parliament joked gboxiF )arrzb(:;::o; (S i)
very issue before they passed it. But Alwani bﬁ IL\»: ot o
resolution isn't enough. According to areport whlg W a.tili): Vio.]encc v
Aurat Foundation in 2010, around 136 cases of domes

reported in Sindh.

; b .restimate and 1S not
But as everyone knows, this figure 1s a gross undues‘[-m"lithbelieve e
representative of the scale and spread of such acts, as activists
the victims prefer to stay silent.

hat the bill is extremely

isati i : az Rahman, said t i
The organisation's director, Mahnaz Rahm o

: r ] Jomen.
important as men are not being punished for tortu“}"‘% h\?thez'husband
"months ago, a woman with broken ribs came to us afld S;llt t ‘;1 e
was responsible for the injurics. The police had refused to reg
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As they felt that it was a matter which had to be sorted out by the ‘I".
members of the household.”

Notes

Rahman cited the apathy of the law ministry as the reason behind the ‘h'
failure to highlight these issues. The law minister, Ayaz Soomro, said =y
that Alwani was making a mountain out of a molehill. He said that the .
law would be passed by the Sindh Assembly at its next session. _""

The domestic violence bill covers physical, sexual, emotional, social,
economic and psychological abuse committed by a person with whom
the victim has an intimate relationship.

I A woman who feels that she has been wronged can submit an application
to a magistrate. If the court finds a man guilty of domestic violence, he

can be sent behind bars for a minimum of three years. He will also have *
. to pay monetary relief to the victim every month, which includes the full
| cost of medical treatment. Moreover, the bill suggests that the
‘ government form a protection committee to assist the victims.

“The National Assembly has passed a number of bills related to the
plight of women. It is sad and ironic that these issues are not addressed in
f the provincial assembly, where women are so active,” said Alwani.

The Express Tribune - December 06, 2011
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