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Mr Ishag Dar, have been working alongside the Prime Minister dur-
ing the visit. Particular emphasis is being paid to energy projects. Uj‘f
anu'g}-'- the advice has been for Pakistan to be present where the deci-
sions are being taken. The push is to get funding, and to get technology.
Adopting the approach of drawing up a plan in Pakistan, and hoping the,_lt
will be enough for international help to materialize, will not work. f_’uk;-
stan must penetrate the mainstream discourse, which n international
diplomacy is centered around human rights. Also known in Pakistan as
a “sazish”, Environment is another topic of concern in the international
community. The Pakistani government's talent in the Environment Min-
istry was described by an official with experience of working with them,
as “blunt knives”.

That the Environment Ministry is considered unimportant and unattract-
ive in Pakistan and relegated more as a favour than with any sense of
urgency, is one of the illustrations of the government s underestimation
of the importance of the Ministry.

Tailpiece: Iran is likely to be assisting financially with IP funding. Loans
on easy terms may be extended, since Pakistan has ma’fde no allocation
for the pipeline in the budget of 2013-2014, and ﬂle‘pI“D!ECt is to be com-
pleted January I, 2013 if a daily penalty of $3 million is to be avoided.

Rameeza Nizami, The Nation - September 27, 2013
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High child mortality linked
to inadequate immunisation

Low coverage
of routine EP1
major factor

for unprotected
children

SEHRISH WASIF
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan 18 among the top
10 countries where children
lose their lives to vaccine-
preventable diseases,
according to the United
Nations Children’s Fund’s
UNICEF fact sheet.

“One out of five children
1s still unprotected against
vaccine-preventable  dis-
gases and over 70% of these
live in Afghanistan, Chad,
the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Ethiopia, India,
Indonesia Nigeria, Pakistan,
the Philippines and South
Africa,” according to the
fact sheet.

Talking to The Express
Tribune, Dr Rana
Muhammad Safdar, national
pro—gramme manager for
the Expanded Programme
on Immunisation (EPI), said
in Pakistan, 46% children
out of 6.1 million under the
age of one year, are not fully
immunised against vaceine-
preventable diseases due
to the low coverage of
routine immunisation.
“There is a need to Increase
the per-centage of fully
immunised children from

ALARMINGLY LOW

9,000

is the number of vaccinators
in the country

75 to 90 percent by 2015
by  increasing routine
immumsation  cov-erage
from 54 to 80 per cent across
the nation.” It 1s esti~mated
that out of 0.43 mil—lion
children under the age of
five in Pakistan, 88,000 die
every year from vaccine-
preventable diseases. This
1s a major reason behind the
high infant mortality rate
due to which Pakistan is
lagging behind in achieving
Millennium  Development
Goals 2015, he added.

Dr Safdar said that other
challenge that Pakistan
was facing included an
inad—equate number of
fixed sites for vaccinating
children and shortage of
vaccinators, At present,
there are only 9,000
vaccinators in the country.
The distribution of vacci-
nators at the union coun—cil
level, field monitoring
and supervision, strategic,
operational planning and
coordination are in need of
improvement while himited
community engagement and
demand creation compound

the problem.

“Some parents are stillnot
making efforts to vac-cinate
their children under the
EPL either because they're
unaware of its im—portance

or because they are deprived
of this facility in nearby
healthcare centres,” he

99 There is a need to
increase the percent-
age of fully mmmu-
nised children from

75 to 90 per cent by
2015

EP1 National Programme
Manager Dr Rana
Muhammad Safdar

said. “However, the gov-
emment will be launching
a new immunisation policy
in October-November 2013
and will also finalise a five-
year strategic plan for 2014-
2018 by December this year
to address these issues.”
EPI 1s facing a shortage
of $15 million to carry out
an anti-measles campaign
across the country. “We've
to carry out an anti-measles
campaign before the next
spring season to save lives
of millions of children and
for that we have requested
the Finance Division for
finan-cial assistance.”

Express-Tribune - Oct 2, 2013
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of disaster, providing information and sources of assistance to people displaced
from their homes. There are examples from around the world that illustrate the fact
that education can be improved by media interventions. For instance, a project i

Nicaragua produced a radio programme that improved test scores in maths among

primary students. People in disaster situations need information as much as water,
food. medicine or shelter. Information bestows power and can save lives, hvelihoods
and resources. In conflict-stricken Darfur, for example, the BBC Waorld Service Trust
used local shortwave radio to deliver lifesaving information on issues such as malaria
prevention to displaced populations who were not in camps. The extent of damage
done in the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan came to be known initially only through
media reports. Later, the media played a critical role in galvanising relief efforts led
by thousands of volunteers from all over the country and abroad.

Research shows that development-related media messages have resulted in changes

in behaviour. For example, a 2001 study found that 32 percent (38 percent among

teenagers) of African respondents with high exposure to Soul City TV said they

always use condoms, compared to 31 percent with medium exposure and 28 percent

with low exposure. Uneducated women 1n Zambia who are regularly exposed to

broadcast media are twice as likely to use birth control as those exposed to no media,

Media is a vital and important vehicle for providing information to local communities
such as community radio, which is an important source for relaying information as
well as building communal ties. Media also shapes public opinion and influences
public policy. An example is the sixteen-fold increase in newspaper coverage of
children and adolescents in Brazil which led to a Brazilian children and adolescent
rights advocacy organization. But these past examples do not absolve the media of
their current responsibility of reaching out to the people on information, analysis and
updates on MDGs, and the progress made so far.
o contributed to specific areas discussed in the
MDGs, but that is insufficient. For example, though the media has played a vital role
in spreading awareness on HIV and AIDS in the last two decades, 10 attain the Mil-
lennium goal of reduction in infection rates, a lot more needs to be done, There 1s an

urgent need to evaluate the work that has been done and to re-examine the global me-

dia strategies for the future. It is also imperative that media takes positive action in a

manner parallel to the international and national agencies, NGOs, the private sector

and the medical profession dealing with HIV/AIDS. This can help reverse the effects
of HIV/AIDS. Thus, it can safely be said that most of the media around the globe has
failed to convey specific messages/reporting on MDGs. Much of the money in media
development today, in fact, goes not to building independent, professional media, but

to paying for issue-specific programimes.

Media in some countries has als

We have missed the MDGs, but we do have the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Media coverage of SDGs must have gender as a crosscutting theme. This can
be done through gender integration, which requires the media to realise that women s
views, perceptions, needs and aspirations shape the development agenda as much
as those of men. This requires that gender be integrated into media pﬁliey planning,
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programming. implementation and information dissemination. Gender mainstreaming

15 & means of consciously raising the visibility and support to women's contributions
to [‘H.‘i‘-.-'cIIT}* alleviation. It is important to note that in achieving gender equality thérﬂ is
a conscious effort to ensure that oneg’s rights or opportunities do not depend on being
male or female. Unfortunately, most media fails to be aware of the fact that its efforts.
and contributions to poverty reduction must be coupled with actions to eliminate
gender inequalities in order to promote sustainable human development.

The question that needs to be asked is not only what can be done to implement SDGs

in Pakistan but also how can the media be made partners in this process? First of
all, the approach needs to be changed. They should be structured as Pakistani pro-
erammes or programmes for Pakistanis, not government of Pakistan’s programmes.
There also has to be political will and commitment to take development messages
also to be participatory. There has to be firm belief that SDGs are not

forward. and
just programmes/projects, but a movement which requires wholehearted commit-

ment from all segments of society.

The media needs to be mobilized at every level. Language barriers need to be over-
come. Although Urdu is the national language and is widely spoken, people in some
districts are restricted to communicating in their local dialects only, and hence n-
formation should be given in the language of that area. Also, interactive methods of
communication, such as theatre, can lead to a better response. Understanding that we
are largely a segregated society, we should keep in mind the various strata of society.
An effective media strategy has to be a broad-based strategy giving space o various
segments such as, women, minorities, youth/children and also keeping them 1n one
loop. The most important factor that needs to be utilized is Pakistan’s private me-
dia and tele-communication network. Pakistan has one of the largest cellular phone
networks in Asia, and people at practically every rung of the socio-economic ladder
have access fo cell phones, Radio and informal messages through cell phones can

motivate people and help achieve set goals.

In order for the media to contribute to the achievement of SDGs, the information gap
between the media and the SDGs needs to be bridged. Coordination between the two
is required, such as updating the media about progress regarding the goals. A full-
fledged communication strategy should be developed with regard to taking forward
best practices and tracking down failures and reasons, It needs to emphasized that the
$DGs need to be reported through the gender lens and in languages of different com-
munities. The youth needs to be enlightened about this movement as well, in order
to ensure more effective implementation. One of the most important steps that needs
to be taken is a higher level of journalistic training about the concepits of SDGs and
how to report more sensitively through continuous orientation and update.
One wonders if all this will be given any thought by our media? And by our govern-
ments’
safe and peaceful new year!

Tasncem Ahmar
Director, Uks Research Centre

‘Wishing you a happy,



72 percent by 2013. Total number of broadband subscribers has touched
2.5 million. Total number of telephone subscribers (both fixed line and
cellular) was 128.1 million, including 122.1 million subscribing to cel-
lular phones. Total number of broadband subscribers 1s 2.51 million.

Daily Times - January 19, 2014

MDGs: Pakistan off-track on 16 targets

Pakistan is far away from achieving 16 targets set in the year 2000 and
to be realised in 20135, reveals Pakistan Millennium Development Goals
Report-2013. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are a set of
8 goals adopted by 189 countries, including Pakistan in 2000 and to be
achieved by 2015.

The aim of Pakistan Millennium Development Goals Report-2013 1s to
assess progress towards achievement of the goals, challenges towards
achievement and help for post-2015 development agenda for Pakistan.
According to the report, Pakistan is totally off-track on all three targets
about the goal to achieve Universal Primary Education. Pakistan 1s also
off-track on two targets out of three to Eradicate Extreme Poverty and
Hunger. The report says that Pakistan is off-track on four targets out of
five in the achievement of Promotion of Gender Equality and Women's

Empowerment.
I ikewise, Pakistan is off-track on five targets out of six about Reducing
Child Mortality. Pakistan is also off-track on all indicators to achieve
goal to improve Maternal Health, ete. About the goal of Eradication _nf
Extreme Poverty and Hunger, Pakistan is off-track in two targets while
on track on one out of three targets. Under MDG-1, Pakistan aims to
halve by 2015, the proportion of people living below the poverty line, to
achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, and to
halve the proportion of people who suffer from hunger. There has been
persistent downward trend in poverty incidence over the past decade
- the percentage of population below the poverty line ﬁ_zll from 34.5
percent in 2001/02 to 12.4 percent in 2010/11. Pakistan is on track to
achieve the target with regard to poverty. One of the factors contribut-
ing to this drop may include increased allocations to the poor under the
Benazir Income Support Programme.
Those contributing to poverty include natural and man-made disasters,
slow economic growth, the global recession and higher food inflation.
Pakistan’s employment to population ratio increased from 27.1 percent
in 2001/02 to 30.9 percent in 2010-11, making the prospects of full em-
ployment by 2015 highly unlikely. The report further says that Pakistan

IS tntal%y uff—}rack on three targets of the goal to achieve Universal Pri-
mary Education. The MDG-2 for Pakistan targets 100 percent prima-
Iy school enrolment, 100 percent completion of education from ra:!e
(class) 1-5 and 88 percent literacy rate. The literacy rate is 58 ['!t‘iﬂﬁ‘l‘ll
overall, but this is highly skewed toward males - 70 percent of males are
literate compared to 47 percent of females.

About the goal to Promote Gender Equality and Women’s Empower-
ment, the share of women in non-agriculture wage employment is 10.45
percent in 2010/11, still short of the 14 percent target. In short, Pakistan
has shown consistent, though slow, progress on many of the Millennium
Development Goals, The Report-2013 was launched by the Ministry of
Planning, Development and Reforms and United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).

While addressing the launching ceremony, Ahsan Igbal expressed dis-
satisfaction over the Report-2013 saying that it 1s a matter of shame
for us. He said, “It’s a wakeup call for us. We have failed to invest in
our people. We are completely less developed country because we are
among the bottom ten countries for achieving goals. He said that these
goals are relevant to our future and we failed to justify it. “The report
reflects that it is a challenge for us and we will set new goals and indica-
tors and our government would achieve them in future,” he said.

He said the role of the provinces has increased after the passage of
18th Amendment. He said federal government is answerable about the
contract made with international community, but now the delivery on
achievement of these goals has become ownership of provinces. He said
district managements have to play key role in achieving these goals.

He said the Planning Commission has called ‘National Social Summit’
on January 28 to discuss as to how we could bring emergency in educa-
tion sector. He said there is need to launch campaign at the national level
for education. He said in this regard media should play a positive role.

Haohang Xu, UN Assistant Secretary General/UNDP Regional Direc-
tor for Asia and the Pacific said while addressing the ceremony that
Sri Lanka achieved the goals despite civil war. Similarly, Bangladesh
also achieved many goals despite political instability. He said economic
development is linked with social development. He said we cannot run
long-time economic policy without social development. He said the ac-
countability of the government, good governance and use ot betier re-
sources and capacity building in civil structure would help achieve the

goals and targets.

Naveed Butt, Business Recorder - January 23, 2014
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‘Primary school survival
rate 70% in Pakistan’

ISLAMABAD: Paris UNES-
CO Director General Irina
Bokova has said the primary
school survival rate is 70 per-
cent mn Pakistan, while a gen-
der gap still exists.

She said the survival rate
for girls in primary schools
was 08 percent compared to
71 percent for boys.

She made these points in
her message on the Interna-
tional Literacy Day.

She said Punjab, primary
school survival rate today was
better with 76 percent, but not
without a gender gap of 8 per-
cent with the girls’ survival
rate at 72 percent compared to
80 percent for boys.

She pointed out the better
average per student spending
in primary level (ages 5 to 9)
in Punjab, which was Rs 6,998
compared to the national aver-

age.
She said in Balochistan,

although almost the same
amount of money, Rs 6,985,
was being spent, but the pri-
mary school survival rate was
only 53 percent. The girls’
survival rate was slightly bet-
ter with 54 per-cent than that
of boys, which was 52 percent,
she added.

She said in Khyber- Pakh-
tunkhwa, the primary school
survival rate was 67 percent,
which was lower than the na-
tional average of 70 percent.
She added that the gender gap
also existed with girls” survival
rate at 65 percent compared to

68 percent for boys.
She mentioned that per S'tl.l-
dent education expenditure in

primary level (ages 5 to 9) in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa was Rs
R.638,

Islamabad UNESCO Direc-
tor Dr Kozue Kay Nagata drew
on the point made by Irina
Bokova and highlighted its rel-
evance in Pakistan’s context,

Referring to a recent na-
tional survey carried out by
the Education Ministry, Train-

ings and Standards in Higher
Education, Dr Nagata pointed
out that in Sindh, the primary
school survival rate was 63
per-cent. She said the girls’
survival rate was 67 percent
compared to 60 percent for
boys. Per student education
expenditure in primary level
(ages 5 to 9) in Sindh was Rs
5,019,

“Literacy 1s much more
than an educational priority
- it is the ultimate investment
in the future and the first step
towards all the new forms of
literacy required in the 2lst
century. We wish to see a cen-
tury where every child is able
to read and to use this skill to
gain autonomy.”

Like every year, the UNES-
CO supported the relevant
federal and provincial govern-
ments and NGOs working for
the promotion of literacy, to
organise meaningful events in
their respective constituencies
to mark this year’s Internation-

al Literacy Day.

A total of 21 events (two
seminars in Karachi, three in
Lahore, two in Quetta, two In
Peshawar, one literacy walk
cach in Islamabad and Pe-
shawar, one seminar each n

Sialkot, Muzaffergarh, Rahim
Yar Khan, Multan and Hafiza-
bad and one seminar each in
five districts of Balochistan,
Pishin, Ziarat, Nushki and
Qilla Saifullah, were being
organised by relevant stake-
holders with the UNESCO’s
support.

These events include advo-
cacy campaigns on LED digi-
tal screens (electronic hording
boards) in Islamabad, literacy
walks, seminars, speeches and
art competitions, and semi-
nars of teachers’ associations.
About nine events were being
organised in the rural commu-
nities to mobilise the commu-
nities to send their children to
schools.

Dr Nagata underscored:
“Illiteracy in Pakistan has fall-
en over the last two decades,
thanks to the government and
people of Pakistan for their
efforts in working towards
meeting the Millennium De-
velopment Goals. Today, 70
percent of Pakistani youth can
read and write. In 20 years, il-
literacy has been reduced sig-
nificantly.”

However, she also empha-
sised the need to do more to
improve the literacy rate in the
country and said: “The propor-
tion of population in Pakistan
lacking basic reading and writ-
ing skills is too high. This is a
serious obstacle in the devel-
opment of the society”.

APP, Daily Times
September 10, 2013




Coordinator for GCAP South Asia, said that the allocations for health
and education. which are already low, are frequently slashed for sparing
resources for other dareas.

Runa Riaz Saced. Member National Steering Committee GCAR, said
poverty is causing social and political damage, especially m the context
of war against terror and after the 2010 floods.

According to independent research studies, about 45 percent population
of Pakistan lives below poverty line ($1 per day). About 7.5 percent
people are unemployed, 46.8 percent of them unable to join any em-
ployment if available because of their poor health. More than 70 percent
of the population does not have access to safe drnking water, which
means increase in deadly diseases like Hepatitis and TB. Per capita in-
come has dropped from $960 to $661, he said. Fayyaz Baqir, Director
of Akhtar Hameed Khan Centre, also spoke.

Israr Khan. The News — May 22, 2011

Pakistan Millennium Development Goals, Annual Report
2013: Planning Commission Government of Pakistan

Post-2015 Consultations in Pakistan

The UN selected Pakistan one of the 100 countries for the national con-
sultations. UNDP, on behalf of the UN Resident Coordinator in Paki-
stan. conducted national consultations to gather inputs and feedback
from different stakeholders on the Pakistan specific priorities for the
Post 2015 Development Agenda. The consultation process in Pakistan
started on the 20th December 201 2 Until end of March 2013, more than
21,987 people around Pakistan belonging to different professions and
representing diverse communities were consulted through face to face
meetings / workshops and an online survey. The pegp]e who participat-
ed in the process included representatives from Civil Society Organiza-
tions (CSOs), farmers, labourers. employers and wm_kﬂrs associations,
religious, ethnic and sexual minorities, students, pari.laimantananﬂ, aca-
demia, development partners including donors and national staff of UN
agencies, disabled persons, government officials at the federal and pro-
vineial levels, media, private sector, internally displaced people, women
organizations etc. Through the online survey, feedback from across Pak-
jstan was gathered. The inputs werc gathered by employing different
formats including face to face discussions, online survey, focus groups
discussions, seminars and panel discussions.
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1§31=ll:iiiii11;~ allt::::h: :.?ru:ﬁtntg Fim.uwxﬁ'iuz{.igc base, chfferent policy docu-

. gies, situational analyses, thematic repotts etc were used
to draw key messages for the post 2015 agenda. A few reports to 1 ~:‘
tion here include the Meta Analvsis chuﬁ [ Common {jul.;nn;-' L:Laﬁh
n:u:.fﬂ}.?ﬂl I um‘ltﬂakeﬁ by the UN System for the second gmmra'n{uﬁ t)r‘:r;,
{{'h‘ | rogramme in Pakistan, the Planning Commission’s Framework for
Economic Growth 2011, Global Peace Index, Pakistan’s Participatory
Poverty Assessment National Report 2013, the Global Competitive-
ness Report 2012-13, National and Provincial MDGs Reports, National
Climate Change Policy 2012, Household Integrated Economic Survey
2010-11 and a number of other documents.

Priority Areas for Post-2015
1. Reflections on the MDG framework

One of the key messages, especially from the civil society and academia,
that emerged during the consultations was that the MDGs framework,
though useful in its own right, would have made more impact had it
been localized at the provincial level at the onset. A large number of
respondents doubted the reliability of the national data used for MDGs
monitoring and progress reporting. A useful recommendation for the
post 2015 dévelopment agenda is that there should be adequate invest-
ment in developing the capacities of statistical machineries to generate,
compile and analyze timely, reliable and accessible (to public at large)
data. One of the feedbacks was that while the government should lead
the process of progress repotting on the post 2015 MDGs framework, it
should also involve the civil society and academia in this process to help
ensure broader acceptability for the government reports. The respon-
dents also proposed that the post 2015 development agenda should be
guided by the principles of human rights. The new development frame-
work must include 1ssues like violence against women, right to {reedom
of information and expression, reproductive rights, health and education
rights etc. The participants also proposed that it should be biding on the
sates to put in place appropriate policies, plans, budgetary frameworks
and legislation to pursue the post 2015 development agenda.

2. Peace and security

Peace and security emerged as the most critical development challenge
for Pakistan, There was a complete convergence among the respondents
{hat without resolving the issues concerning secufity, law and order In
the country, the achievements of other development targets will remain




Progress on MDGs still a mirage

Leaning on the bed for support, Nadra was collecting her personal ef-
fects — comb, mug, a few medicines — in a plastic bag in this general
ward of a government hospital.

Discharged early in the morning, she had been waiting for her husband
ever sice. Her home was a seven-hour bus ride away, and she wanted to
get there before sunset. She smiled taintly when I asked her a question.
nodding in acknowledgement of my concern.

She had been brought to this Karach; hospital from Mirpurkhas, having
developed a post-natal gynaecological complication that required sur-
gery — a facility that was not available in her hometown.

T'he 27-year-old Nadra, the mother of four girls aged between eight
years and five weeks, has never been to school, a nurse told Dawn. And
yet, she is amongst the lucky women in Pakistan whose family cared
enough to provide her the medical care she needed.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is expected to make an address at the 68th
session of the UN General Assembly next week, where countries are
cxpected (though not required) to present their performance reports on
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Is Pakistan prepared?

There are reasons to be doubtful.

Despite all the plans, the state has over tha;. years not been able to keep
up with the challenge of extending a basic social infrastructure cover

to vulnerable segments of society. Focus on improvements in maternal
health, for example, can be gauged from the fact that the latest data

' S Si ing in the draft of the MDG
vailable is six years old. According to figures in t ' __
;rﬂgress' reyu.rt-,,}'.:hich Is yet to be finalised, the maternal mortality ratio
was 276 per 100,000 live births in 2006-07, with a target of reduc_t;@ to
140 by 2015. The draft report has been made available to Dawn by the

Planning Commission of Pakistan.

The country is behind the targets in all the M I;})Glart’l:(as,fa?cﬂrdirdlg ;&;} ;l{l;i
| ' | I ine. But the lack of focus

UN country snapshot available online. | o
stop the iégdﬂrﬁhip from taking large entourages to UN meetings that

are meant to track MDG progress.

This year’s UN General Assembly session is to commence on Sept 22.

But “it will take more time to finalise the country report 'sim::e. aﬁgr 'thlﬂ
[ﬁﬁssage of the] 18th Amendment, it is absolutely necessary to consult
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ﬂm‘}‘n‘m’inﬂcs on 1ssues related to public hea
lar,” senior economist Shahid N
Islamabad. “We mtend to inco

Ith and education in particu-
acem told Dawn over the telephone from
rporate their input before publishing it.”

He saiq tl:;m the draft progress report had been dispatched to the Paki-
stgn mission to the UN and relevant officers of the Pakistan Ernbas.rs:;r i
Washington in the second week of September, and is confident that the

report will be ready before the prime minister starts his journey next
week.

The draft of the progress report falls short of its purpose: Ieport progress
against 2013 MDGs benchmarks. Pakistan pledged to reduce poverty
to I3 per cent by 2015, On this count, the draft says: *._ . there is no
consensus definition available to measure poverty. ... The incidence of
poverty, based on official poverty-estimation methodology and PSLM
|Pakistan Social and Living Standards Measurements Survey] data sets,
appears to have reached closer to target. Due to some technical differ
ences in estimation methodology, Pakistan has not reported exact poy-
erty headcount numbers since 2007-08".

The draft mentions the Poverty Alleviation Fund and the Benazir Income
Support Programme but the outcome of these interventions in terms of
catapulting the country towards MDG progress 1s not clear.

“The methodology argument is a cover-up,” commented a senior of-

ficer who is in the know. “The poverty data has not been collected or/

and made public o avoid embarrassment.” Similarly, “the draft appears
to have been prepared in haste,” commented an economist who was
shunted out of government during Shaukat Aziz’s prime ministerial ten-
ure. “It is documentary proof of the ruling coterie’s attitude towards
vulnerable people and their problems.”

But a senior member of the current economic team b%ame@ past goy-
ernments for the lack of progress towards development objectives. It
would be unfair to blame a three-month-old government for the failings
of the state over the past 13 years,” the gentleman pointed out.

For eight of the 13 years since Pakistan made its MDG pledggsiléh;
country was ruled by Gen Musharraf; the next five years saw ? t
led coalition government. Without duuh:;t_, they are rﬂE:pqnm?la- T.msﬂ
doing enough. And yet the PML-N, which made passing 'rf?'iiafnﬁt
the MDGs at just two points in its 110-page a!'a-:tmn' manifesto, o
claim to have integrated them into 1ts economic stratcgy.
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No chance to achieve edu

sector MDGs: Speakers

OUR STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan
Education

Coalition  for

teacher ratio, etc.

He further added that in
1950, Pakistan and Malay-
sia were enjoying the same

(PCE) and Society for Ac-
cess to Quality Education
(SAQE) organised a consul-
tation on ‘Education for All:

growth, which in case of
Pakistan consistently deteri-
orated, and in case of Malay-

Role of Media® on Tuesday.

Highlighting

of media in 21st Century
where it 13 esteemed fo be
one of the founding pillars
of modemn stale in reshap-
ing the lives of the citizens,
participants were welcomed
on behalf of National Coor-
dinator Zehra Arshad. The
purpose of the meeting was
to create a strong liaison be-
tween media and civil soci-
ety to bridge the gaps for the
progression and enactment
of article 25-A after the 18th
Constitutional Amendment.

Talkingtothe participants
Javed Hasan Aly, a civil
servant, said government
educational institutions are
getting collapsed with each
passing day and the reasons
are many. In America 90
per cent of the children go
to public schools where as
in Pakistan only those find
their way to public schools
who cannot afford private

schools. This lack of trust
of is the outcome of multi-
ple factors, such as missing
facilities in schools, student

the role

sia, accelerated due to their
social preparedness. Coun-
tries such as China, Malay-
s1a, South Korea invested
adequately in human capital
thus during the last 10 years
they achieved milestones in
terms of progress.

He emphasised the need
for educating the girls who
are worst cffected in all
provinces. With a cumula-
tive 57.7 per cent of literacy
and highest dropout rate in
the world, Pakistan stands
at second in terms of pri-
mary out of school children.
Mushrooming of Maddaris
which count to be around
13000 in Pakistan are just
because they provide food,

shelter and education.

This hunger stricken na-
tion cannot afford to breed
mindsets not to accept dif-
ference of opinion. He fur-
ther highlighted that gov-
ernment so far could not
provide education to all at
no cost, which Maddariss
are effectively providing.

Moreover the govern-
ment has failed to allocate

the promised 4 per cent of
GDP to education. It has
substantially failed to utilise
the allocated budget, which
i& undermining the educa-
tion sector,

Education Task Force re-
port gnmly highlighted that
Pakistan 1s far behind in
achieving MDGs and EFA
due it its 7 milhon children
out of school and those 3
million who will never find
their way to school. There
13 a zero per cent chance
that Pakistan would be
able to achieve MDGs. To
ensure education for all,
Pakistan need to intake all
the children mto its schools
and simultaneously rais-
ing the education budget
from 2 percent to 4 percent
and then to 7 percent as
pledged. Another distin-
guished speaker Zaigham
Khan referred to the re-
search work of Amratiya

San and Dr Mahboob Ul

Hagq, how Asian Tigers cov-
ered 100 years distance in

10 years. Traditional econo-
mists could not explain how
Korea and Malaysia made
progress during the past
years. China’s progress was
rapid than India due to their
social preparedness that
was provided in the form of
health and education.

The Nation — May 16, 2012

Maternal Health:

‘Pakistan Cannot Achieve
MDG 5 by 2015’

Lack of coordina-
tion, credible data

cited as factor
SEHRISH WASIF
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan will not be able to
achieve the Millennium De-
velopment Goal (MDG) 5,
that relate to bringing about
an improvement in maternal
health, by the targeted year of
2015. This was stated by Spe-

¢lal Adviser to the Prime Min-

ister and Chairperson National
Assembly Special Committee
on MDGs Shahnaz Wazir Ali
on Thursday.

 She was addressing par-
ficipants at a National Policy
Dialogue. on  Monitoring
Implementation of MDG 5 in
Pakistan at a local hotel.

Ali said dictatorship, slow
pace of work, lack of inte-
grated coordination and plan-
ning between the federal and
provincial ministries after the
I 8th- amendment and unavail-
ability of credible data on
health and family planning are
major factors behind the fail-
ure to achieve the set tarpets
on time.

She expressed concern over
low prevalence of safe fam-
ily planning measures which
15 one of the major reasons
behind high maternal mortal-
ity rafe in Balochistan despite
heavy funding. Ali revealed
that allocations under the NEC
Award for Population Welfare
were need-based rather than
defermined by population size
and hoped that these would
be used to promote maternal
health. “Now the provinces

have fto come up with strate-
gies to enable the country to
achieve the targets. The fed-
eral government will. however
continue to offer financial sup-
port,” she said.

Presenting the findings
of the research on progress
achieved so far under the
MDG 5, Khawar Mumtaz said

that the maternal mortality rate

ABYSMAL

783

per 100,000 live births is
the maternal mortality rate
in Balochistan |

(MMR) 1s 276 per 100,000 live
births in the country which
needs to be réduced to 140 by
2015, Similarly, contraceptive
prevalence rate (CPR) is 30%
which needs to be increased
to 55% by 2015, while total
fertility rate (TFR) 15 4.1 live
births per woman which need
to be reduced to 2.1,

In Balochistan, MMR is
785 per 100,000; CPR is 14%,
while TFR is 4.1. Discussing
the appalling situation in his
province, Balochistan Health
Minister Haji Ainullah Shams
said the term family planning
is taken as a plan for not hav-
ing children in the province,
which needs to change.

Similarly the province is
deprived of all basic health
facilities and health officials
who are deputed in the BHUs
they are not given any incen-

tives or facilities, he added.

Moreover, the report pre-
Sﬂpted by Mumtaz stated that
widespread unmetl need for
family planning among wom-
en and no safe abortion or
post-abortion care is available
across the country, In rural ar-
eas, basic health units have in-
adequate staff while some are
inaccessible due to inconve-
nient location. A whole range
of unregulated informal and
formal health services result
in widespread quackery, negli-
gence and malpractice,

MMA Nafisa Shah said the
committee on MDGs should
come up with guidelines to ad-
dress issues regarding family
planning and health. She rec-
ommended better coordination
between health and population
welfare departments to avoid
duplication of services and ef-
fort after the 18th amendment.

Meanwhile, Secretary Fed-
eral Bureau of Statistics So-
hail Ahmed emphasised on the
need for federal government
to re-invent its role post-18th
amendment for coordination
of international commitments

and to serve as a bridge be-
tween provinces and donors
for achievement of MDGs.
He suggested the federal gov-
ernment should offer match-
ing grants to provinces for
achievement of MDGs.

The event was organised
by Shirkat Gah Women's Re-
source Centre,

The Express-Tribune
June 6, 2012
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Pakistan’s underperformance in achieving MDGS

Since the past two decades. the need fo place people rather than eco-
nomic growth at the centre of national and international development
efforts has gained wide acknowledgement. Pakistan is also among the
189 nation states which endorsed a UN backed declaration back in
2000, aiming to focus on eight basic goals to help improve the lives of
poor people around the world, by 2015. However, two years before the
deadline set for accomplishing these Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). the ground realities in many developing countries, including
Pakistan, are not very encouraging.

The Commonwealth Foundation has recently reviewed progress made
in terms of achieving MDG targets across several countries. A report
was also prepared for Pakistan based on analysis of several secondary
sources including government, UN and other international agencies: as-
sessments as well as consultations with major NGOs. The results in-
dicate that Pakistan is lagging behind its commitments with respect Lo
almost all the MDG indicators.

Pakistan’s progress on poverty alleviation remains dismal after some
initial progress at the beginning of the past decade, Food inflation 1s par-
ticularly reversing steps taken 1o eradicate poverty. Ineffective targeting
and design flaws within major social weltare schemes have limited 1m-
pact in terms of helping poor households survive, much less overcome
their deprivation.

While literacy rates have increased since 2000, they have not done sO
sufficiently to achieve the MDG target (88 per cent) by 2015. Similarly,
Pakistan is still a long way off from ensuring that all girls and boys in
the country, at least, complete primary schooling. The +task of achiev-
ing gender parity within primary and secondary education has also not
shown significant progress.

Progress, 1n terms of health related indicators, also rf:main:-a lacklustre.
While maternal and child (under five years) mortality ratcs have de-
clined. the progress made :« not sufficient. Pakistan also sc}fﬁm}y lags
behind in providing clean drinking water and sanitation to its citizens.
Our government representatives readily sign onto international _Eicc}ara-
tions. They have pledged to protect children. SEngl‘laTd women $ rights
and to ensure a range of other human rights. Showing the required po-
litical will to fulfill these commitments, however, remains problematic.
The experience pertaining to accomplishing the MDGs is no different.

The internal security situation and a spate of natural disasters are repeat-
edly quoted by officials to explain the disappointing progress. However,
the varied failures in terms of responding to the MDG related f;hallcng{:;.-
are less readily acknowledged.

Conversely, the UN’s articulation of MDGs had also implied that the
onus of alleviating global deprivations was not only the responsibility
of developing countries, but also of the numerous multilateral agencies
mandated to work on development 158u€s. The international commu-
nity’s failure to offer adequate support must also be highlighted while
assessing the failure of achieving MDG targets in Pakistan. Moreover,
the global food and fuel price shocks and the global financial crisis,
have also combined to undermine MDG progress across much of the

developing world.

If the experience of Pakistan is anything fo go by. rhetorical assertions
of international cooperation and pledges of national resolve will remain
nsufficient to achieve grandiose objectives such as the MDGs.

Syed Mohammad Al The Express-Tribunc - September 27, 2013.

Pakistan lags on development goals: UNDP

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
said on Friday Pakistan’s progress towards achieving Millennium De-
velopment Goals (MDGs) 15 lagging as of total 33 indicators, only nine
are on track.

The sources said the reduction in poverty might be included in the
achieved indicators as Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan
Igbal had signed an official notification for inclusion of controversial
poverty figures of 17.2 percent in 2007-08 and 12.4 percent in 2010-11
into the upcoming progress report on MDGs. which is in the process of
finalisation at the moment.

“The current evidence and estimates suggest that Pakistan’s progress
\owards achieving the MDGs is lagging. Of the 33 indicators for which
data is available at the national level. Pakistan is on track on only nine
indicators.” stated a statement by the United Nations Development Pro-
graminc.

The statement said with less than 900 days left to the deadline of 2015,
the world is making a final push to achieve the MDGs adopted by the
UN member states in September 2000.
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| against the set targets for 2013-2015.

gﬂgﬁcammiuee for achieving MDGs hy 2015

I SLMUIII.I:MD: The National  of the wertd's poarest peapie,
ﬂ?ﬂtmb]}' 5. Special Coms-

mittee on Millennium De-.
velopment Goals (MDGs)
was of the view that avail-
ability of adequate funds and
increased investment is criti-
cal for achieving all MDGs

In the year 2000 at Ieast 189 countries pledged to free people from ex-
treme poverty and multiple deprivations.

Talking sbow thepressing
state of forests, Khan :43'..-.":.
The country’s forest cover
enhanced from 4% percem
o 5.01 percent by 200304,
Whereas, lates! assessment

of forest cover is under vro-

with major focus on poverty
and hunger alleviation and
addressing poor health facili-
ties, gender nequality, tack
of education, lack of access to
clean water and environmen-
tal degradation. In September

The pledge resulted into MDGs 2015 Declaration including the eradica-
tion of extréme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary edu-
cation, promoting gf.,nder Lquailtv and women empowerment, reduc-

ing child mortality, i iImproving maternal health. combating HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental suqmmabiht}r and

developing a global pdl‘tﬂLI‘%hip for dev elopment.

MINA Maryum Aurangzeb gave a detailed presentation on the back-
ground qf MDGs status of Pakistan on each goal. She also highlighted
that Pakistan will miss majority of the MDGs if “business as usual”

continues until the deadline of 2015.
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The Express-Tribune - September 13, 2013.

in Pakistan before the 2015
deadline.

A high-level meeting of
the NA’s special committee
on MDGs pressed on need
for promotion of watershed
management, rainwater har-
vesting, and building up more
water reservoirs of different

S1ZCs 10 meeling mounting
needs of water of all sec-

tors, particularly agriculture
and industry, It is cfitical for
country’'s overall social, eco-
nomic and envirotimental de-
velopment.

Presided over by the chair-
person of the NA's Special
Committee on MDG, Shah-
naz Wazir Ali, the meeting
was held here on Friday.

The federal minister of the
Ministry of Climate Change
appreciated the role of the
ministry for pushing hard
and wutilising all available
resources for achievement
of the MDGs. He urged the
ministry officials to make
all-out efforts to boost coor-
dination between provinces
and the Ministry of Climate
Change with regard to the
MDGs progress.

The MDGs are an eight-
point roadmap with measur-
able target and clear dead-
lines for improving the lives

2000, leaders from around
the world ushered in the new
miflennium: by adopting the
Millennium Declaration. The
declaration. endorsed by 189
countries, emerged as a road-

map setting out poals to be
reached by 20135,

Pakistan also signed on
to the Millennium Declara-
tion and agreed to meet the
MDGs. The eight MDGs
include: eradicate  extreme
poverty and hunger, achieve
universal primary education,
promote  gender equality,
reduce child monality, m-
prove matemal health, com-
bat HIV/AIDS, malana and
other diseases, ensure envi-
ronmental sustainability and
develop a global partnership
for development.

Dunng his presentation on
‘Progress on MDGS in Paki-
stan’, Ministry of Climate
Change Director General
(Environment) Jawaid Al
Khan said that out of eight
MDGs, Pakistan has suc-
ceeded n achieving four im-
portant MDGs, namely: Pro-
tected Areas, Use of Energy
Per Unit of GDP, Number of
Vehicles on CNG and Sul-
phur content i Fuel. He said
that Pakistan is on rack inafl
four remaining MDGs.

eess al the Pakistan Foresy
bistitute in Peshawar. How-
ever, after devolution of the
mimstry of environment and
ranster of mega forestry
projects to the provinces
with no PSDY allccation. it
appears that target fxed for
this MDG & less likely o
be achieved” Uinder the en-
sustainamny
MDG, the forest cover has
been  targeted to

Vironmental

InCTease
from 4.8 percent in 1990-9]
ll:rt':rﬂp;:" cent oy 20135,

: told the meeting that

‘i-_
Yrotecied Arcas (PAS) cover-
age has been tarpeted from
11.25 pereentio 12 percent by
2015 imder the environmen-
tal sustainabiiity MDGs. This
target has also been achieved
as pow more than 12 peroent
area of Pakastan s covered
ander Pag system including
25 oational parks notified oy
the provincial governanems.

Nafeesa Shah from Sindh

wrged the mimsiry to place
on record the violanons m
the provincial assemblies
like oil and gas aml mining
so that such issues could be
raised in the national assem-
blies and assembhis for con-
wrolling them.

Daily Times - Sep 8. 2012




allocation. The total funds allocated for the health sector amount to about

2 per cent of the annual GDP and within the health sector resources al-
located for maternal health stand at a meagre 0.6 per cent. Likewise, the
fact that almost 80% of healthcare is in the hands of unregulated private

sector has not been taken into account in the report.

In the end, the analysis mentions that the PMDGR 2010 fails to capture
a1l the dimensions that influence the country’s progress towards MDG 3
and 5. It says that ensuring achievement of MDG 5. and target in partic-
ular. is eritical to achieving all the MDGs. But within MDG 5, universal
access to reproductive health is equally important to achieve the overall
goal of improving maternal health. To highlight the report’s shortcom-
ings and ensure that the Government portrays the correct depiction of
the situation in Pakistan, the civil society organizations have formed a
group, ‘MDG5b 2010”, which will focus on ensuring that MDG 5b 18

not left neglected.
Myra Imran, The News - August 8, 2010

Achieving MDGs is tough for Pakistan: report

ISLAMABAD: Security issues, financial crunches and certain other do-
mestic and international issues in the period since 2006 has undermined
the efforts of Pakistan in attaining the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs).

This was revealed in the ‘Pakistan Millennium Development Goals
Report (PMDGR)’ launched by the Centre for Poverty _Rgductiﬂn and
Social Policy Development (CPRSPD), Planning Commission, Govern-
ment of Pakistan, here on Friday.

The Pakistan Millennium Development Report, the f{:rurth one in the
series, is a part of monitoring and evaluation process 1n attaining Mil-
lennium Development Goals. The report COvVers the period since 2006
. which numerous and far-reaching developments have taken place n

Pakistan.

The report determines the standing of Pakistan in this regard while it only
has half a decade to attain these goals by 2015. The recent report cov-
ers the period which has transformed the social, political and economic
landscape of the Pakistan which has affected the outcomes, achieve-
ments and targets of Pakistan’s Millennium Development Goals.

According to the report, security issues have been of concern for last
many years but since 2007-08, they have been highly aggravated, af-

f"l.'-. . = FOA - :
ccting the physical, social and human capital outcome

the development efforts. S, undermining

The econ : has suffere S e

‘ : e Sp fects of the global recession; followed by
the financial crisis in developing countries like Pakistan. -
Mumm-*:-:r, the devastating floods of August-September 2010 have af
fected more than 20 million people, ravaged different rural ann:; u*}hqt;
areas, destroying infrastructure and agricultural heartlands of Pﬁkiur;n
This has adversely impacted the overall economy, and uchievmne;ltit}i’
many of the MDG targets will remain an ambitious objective.

According to the report, status of MDGs targets is as following, Paki-
stan has adopted 16 national targets, 37 indicators against the 8 MDGs,
I-{E':ep:'ng in view the priorities and data availability. Pakistan i1s ahead in
6 indicators; on track in 2; slow in 4; lags behind in 20 indicators and is
off track only in one indicator.

http://www.infochangepakistan.net

Yasir llyas - September 17, 2010




MDGs deadline 2015 approaching: Pakistan
on track of 10, behind in 24 indicators

ISLAMABAD: While cut-off date of 2015 is fast approaching for meet-
ing all 34 indicators, Pakistan is on track of 10 and behind in 24 indica-
tors set under Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

According to the official details, the reasons for missing most of the
indicators include internal and external economic and non-economic

challenges, including natural disasters, conflicts, institutional, adminis-
trative and political changes, weak commitments to economic reforms,
lack of awareness, fading commitments by the development partners
due to global recession of 2007 and belated ownership of MDGs agenda

at the sub-national level.

The impact of above challenges was reflected in slow progress and hence
non-achievement of many of the indicators. The government has taken
a number of steps for achieving MDGs by 2015. These include pro-
vincial engagement and agreement on MDGs Acceleration Framework,
in the first instance, on education. Enhancing capacity of the people
through human resource development that involves better education,
health, population welfare, skill development services, improved access
to clean water and sanitation and gender mainstreaming initiatives.

Provision of productive assets is inclusive of micro-finance at individ-
ual level, moving towards a comprehensive social safety net to protect

the vulnerable and those suffering from natural or man-made disasters,
provision of adequate resources for financing the poverty reduction pro-

grammes and reforming and strengthening institutions for better deliv-

ery of public services to people, improving access and qual.u_"y_ of educa-
tion and health services, and providing improved population welfare
facilities, infrastructure development.

To help augment physical assets of the poor, the following programmes
have been launched: Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund for imprqved ac-
cess to micro-finance, subsidy on fertilizer and tractors, Ta_meepe-Watan
Programme and development communications for creating awarencss,
targeted interventions for the poor and wherabl.e under social sgfety
net programmes include Benazir Income Support Programme, Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal, subsidy on food, Employees Old Age Benefit Scheme and
Workers Welfare Fund.

Between 2001 and 2011, based on consistent official methodology and
Pakistan Living Standards Measurement Survey data, 1t appears that pov-

erty headeount has declined from 345 percent in 2001-02 to 12 .4 percent

In Z(HL{LH. However, a technical group
the Minister for Planning, Development

methodology for poverty estimation and validate poverty numbers.

percent in 2011-12 while Completion

Net Enrolment Ratio has improved from 42 percent i 2001-02 to 57 4
stagnant at 57 percent during the period. |

In Health MDGs, estimates for 2012-
Mortality Rate from 94 (per 1,000 live births) in 2006-07 to 89 (per 2

1,000 live births) while Infant Mortality Rate declined from 77 deaths

(per 1,000 live births) in 2001-02 to

of children under two years who have been fully immunised against
d from 53 percent to 80 percent va
@

between 2001-02 and 2011-12, while the proportion of children under
one-year immunised against measles has increased to 81 percent during

six preventable discases has increase

the same period.

Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) declined to 276 (deaths per 100,000
live births) in 2010-11 from 350 (deaths per 100,000 live births) in

2001-02. The share of deliveries attended by skilled personnel has gone
up to 52 percent in 2012-13 from 24 percent in 2001-02 while Contra-
cepfive Prevalence Rate (CPR) among married women improved from
28 percent to 35 percent during the same period. A decrease in the Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) over the period 2006-07 to 2012-13 has been re-
corded from 4.1 to 3.8. The percentage of TB cases detected and cured
has increased from 79 percent in 2001-02 to 91 percent in 2010-11.

Primary Education Gender Parity Index (GPI) in Pakistan has improved
from 0.82 in 2001-02 to 0.88 in 2010-11, while Youth Literacy GPI in-

creased from 0.65 1n 2001-02 to 0.63 in 2010-11.

Inequality in terms of women'’s political participation and share in the
national decision making process has been satisfactory in Pakistan.

Since 2001-02 the land area under forest cover improved from 4.8 per-
cent (of the total area of Pakistan) to 5.2 percent in 2011-12. As per
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PSLM survey data for 2011-12, the coverage of improyed drinking wa-
ter has increased to 89 percent from 86 percent in 2001-02.

The debt servicing as a percentage of exports of goods and services
decreased from 50.9 percent in 2001-02 to 28.5 percent in 2010-11,

Targets relating to connectivity
density of cellular phones rea

show remarkable improvement as tele-
h 68 percent while total tele-density, at
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BY ZUBEIDA MUSTAFA

S S

ONE problem with our poverty alleviation
strategies is that they benefit the givers more
than the recipients. Yet another problem is that
they generally involve doling out in public view
money 1o the underprivileged which is demean-
ing and robs them of their dignity.

The government itself has reduced us to a
nation of begpgars by going around the world
with a begging bowl. As a quid pro quo it will-
ingly sells its sovercignty.

Against this backdrop, it is immensely sat-
isfying to see people in our nudst whao believe
in meeting the needs of the poor without hurt-
ing their self-esteem. I met one such couple, Ali
Raza and his wife Shibli, who founded Waseela
in 2010 with the idea of bringing about a change
In society.

Initially, they called their organisation the
K.aam ka Bank but changed the name when the
Intelligence Bureau and the police got sUsSpi-
cious — the word bank alerted them — and
started investigating informally if it was in-
volved in anv financial frand.

Since the Razas had no motive apart from
devising ways and means to recycle discarded
stuff and sell it really cheap to the poor, it was no

big deal for them to register their organisation
under another name. Thus Waseela was born.

What Waseela does might not in itself be
an extraordinarily innovative idea. Recyeling
goods for reuse 1s something many have been

doing and is a big industry in many parts of

the world, In Karachi itself, Nargis Latif has
been a champion of the concept of reusing used
stuff to produce new material, Hence the Razas
did not break new ground when they collected
worn garments and made them as good as new
by laundering, damning and packing them in cel-
fophane, cleaned up textbooks and notebooks
by erasing pencil marks and doodles, repaired
tools and household electronic goods to make
them usable again, cut biscuits cartons into
strips to light the stove burner from another
lighted one. These are simple ‘ideas’ if one may
describe them as such.

It is the underlying spirit that is inspiring.
The commitment and dedication of the found-
ers — basically a husband/wife team and some
members of their family and two friends — that
set them apart. Their concern was o alleviate
the distress of the poor. But, as Ali Raza, an
electronic media consultant stated it was impor-
tant not to bruise the dignity of the poor and
let them take pride in themselves as men and

Dignity, not charity

Poverty alleviation can also focus on self-respect

women with self-esteem.

S0 Waseela was nof to be a huge charitable
organisation. It was to operaie within a system-
atic framework with a discipline in which every
clement is interconnected with the other and the
human being is recognised as a multidimen-
sional entity This means that every member of
society is important and has a role to play.

If one is weak and poor or the other 1s strong
and affluent it doesn’t mean the first is inferior
and deserving of charity. Ali Raza learnt the art
of philanthropy from his father and he believes
in helping the needy to help himself.

That is why Waseela does not give handouts.
It facilitates, Its own organisation is structured
to meet this need. The original eight founders
have been joined by 28 unpaid volunteers and 33
paid workers — the last arc reasonably well paid
with a monthly salary ranging from Rs8,000 to
Rs15.000, with annual lcave, medical benefits
and education allowances for their children.

Waseela generates substantial earnings —
since 2010, Rs4.5 million have been raised
which provide a livelihood to the workers and
allow a gent’s shirt costing Rs 500 in a shopping
mall to be sold for Rs80. looking brand new. Al
Raza says a lower middle class boy aspiring for
social status can dress himself with dignity at
the cost of Rs200.

Waseela’s founders have no ambitions except
to make it a hub for a recycling mdustry. They
have two sales outlets in low-income localities.
At present, much of the process involved is ba-
sically reconditioning. Now Ali Raza 18 work-
ing on plans fo recycle plastic, paper and metal.
But whatever is done will keep human dignity
1 VIEW.

Buvers have to pay for whatever they take,
even if it costs Rs5. People who send in goods
they do not need any more are expected to hon-
our this spirit. Ali Raza is upset when people
send him stuff he calls garbage. He retums it
saying “ours is not a garbage dump”. He would
love to decentralise the project so that mamy
Waseelas spring up all over the city.

Did Waseela face any resistance? Shibli told

me that her mother-in-law was initially upset
with what she called “smelly stuff” that was col-

lected. But now she is an enthusiastic member

of the team.

www.zubeidamustafa.com
Dawn — February 5, 2014

Editorial

Education targets

here are conflicting claims about
just how many children are in
school in the five to nine age
group, and how many are not.
Disparity in the figures is high-
lighted by the Punjab School
Education Department (SED) saying that it 1s
likely to achieve 100 per cent enrolment of chil-
dren in this age bracket by 2015 — which on the
face of if 1s very good news indeed. There has
been a drive across the province to get children
into school and by most accounts, it is having a
measure of success.
The. provincial government has exceeded
its official target for new enrolments in 2013,
which was 2.8 million children and this is 10 be
applauded, but as with everything associated
with education in Pakistan, there are caveals.
The conflicting figures supplied by the govern-
ment and an independent source are one such.
A recently released report indicates stagnation
in the enrolment of children in the target group,
and that the percentage of children out of school
aged six- 16 is currently 16 per cent, which is
precisely what it was in the previous year. The
ASER report for 2013 also finds that 8.3 per cent
of children in the six-10 brackets have never en-
rolled in any school and another two per cent in
the same bracket have dropped out. The Punjab
government is rather more optimistic and the
statistical tussle looks set to run and run.
Disputed numbers aside, it is evident that
there are more children aftending school but
a large question mark hovers over just what it
is that they get by way of an education, hav-
ing been persuaded to attend. Much effort needs
to be put into educating teachers to educate
their students. Many teachers themselves have
no training at all and some are barely literate
themselves. There has never been a national or
provin—cial benchmark that defines minimum
standards for a teacher, and we would like to
se¢. maximum invest—ment in teacher training
with a goal of all teachers of the five to nine
cohorts having, at least, a basic train—ing by the
end of 2015.
Looking at the picture for education in other
v—inces, there is a marked lack of synchron-

icity, and whilst under other circumstances, di-

versity is to be applauded; Pakistan is badly in
need of national con—formity when it comes to
education standards, curri~cula and best prac-

tices; Devolution of education to the provinces
under the Eighteenth Amendment to the Consti-

tution has been a ’ ,

very mixed bless-

ing, and now with

the PMLIN-N gov-

Smynent | Sapeel A Palnsian. s
a whole, 18 1n

the midst of

an education

ently determined
emergency that

to reverse most
of the recruitment
to official posts in
the last five years,
education is go-
ing to inevitably

suf~fer.  Thou- | :

sands of teachers’ 18 bElﬂ'g tackled
osts are at risk, -

gﬁd not all of them plecemeal

would have been pather than in
made to satisfy - :

political impera- @ coordinated
tives. In Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa, MNanner

there was a decla-
ration last September that a ‘uniform’ system of
education would be introduced across the prov-
ince by March 2014, a declaration that has yet
to bear much fruit and another example of the
imperfect interface between political rhetoric
and the practical realities of reforming a com-
plex system. In Sindh, countless ghost schools
are staffed by spectral teachers and in every
province, education budgets are underspent in
many of their budget-lines.
Whilst we warmly welcome the goal-setting
in Punjab and hope that education for all can
become a reality, to bring real change to an edu-
cation system that is damaged by decades of ne-
‘glect and chronic underfunding is a task that can
only be tackled on a war footing, Pakistan, as a
whole, is in the midst of an education emergen-
cy that is being tackled piece-meal rather than
in a coordinated manner. Individual provincial
initiatives have their merits and are obyiously
successful in some instances but not in others.
The experiment that attempted to merge 400 pri-
mary schools in Sialkot district has comprehen-
sively failed, for example. Our education system
is in urgent need of some joined-up thinking and
a purge of toxic politicking.

The Express-Tribune, February 24, 2014
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findings "ﬁf a 10-month eth-
nﬂ__gra_phtc research titled
‘Disparities in Access to

A major finding is thatof five
of the six maternal deaths in
the past four years in the vil-
lage field site had occurred
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One baby

46%
wormen are Ekely o get married

18%

Assemnbly of the UN adopted the  in richer famill
Convention on the Rights of the

before age of 18 in poorer famiies

UNDER ACE MARRIAGE
Asian countries to introduce the a5 against

—

vaooine,

caused by pneumonia, even though
Pakistan was first among South

five Of these deaths, 20 peT ceri are

A baby dies every three minutes in
Pakistan, a Unicef report has found,
wills more than 350,000 children
in Pakistan dying before the age of

29 per cent of women aged 20 to 24

as compared to 18 per cent). Also,
cies between children from higher living in rural areas of the country

as those in roral versus urban areas.  pared 1o 16
- cent of those living
For instance, Unicef found that htu:hanamp:-. . 2
Chiid health
(46 per cent ansm

and lower income families, as well married before the age of 18 com-
at least 24 per cent of women in

Child, The report explores rates of
child health, welfare and educa-

tion, highlighting the discrepan-

marks 15 years sinoe the Ceneral

in Punjab: Poverty, Gender
and Exclusion® here in ls-
lamabad.

The workshop com-
menced by Dr. Zafar Tkram,
MNCH Programme Chief,
through  his  welcome
speech. Dr Zubia Mumiaz
of the University of Alberta
and principal investigator of
the research gave a detailed
presentation, where she ex-
plained that despite the Safe
Motherhood and Millenni-

the village. In other words,
23 percent of all maternal
deaths were concentrated in
the 17 percent of the village
population. This high rate
of maternal deaths occurred
despite the availability of
significant matemnal health
services in the region.

Dr Mumtaz described
the ways in which the tra-
ditional South Asian caste
system, based on occupa-
tional hierarchy, is the basis

maternal healtheare,

Dr  Nisar  Ahma
Cheema, DG Health Pus
jab, concluded the worl
shop, acknowledging ¢
importance of addressi
the various factors that m
ginalize poor Women fr
maternal health servi
and outlined some Ways
which the program ain
address them. |
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The data used in the draft document is not standardised. The MDGs
focus on eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal
primary education, promoting gender equality and empowering women,
reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating HIV/
AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainabil-
ity, and forging global partnerships for development with targets for aid.
trade and debt relief. Every September, world leaders gather to report
progress and adjust strategies.

Afshan Subohi, Dawn - Sep 18, 2013

Pakistan to miss all eight MDGs

New York - The UN General Assembly 1sn’t all handshakes and photo-
ops. There’s also the matter of the countries of the world coming togeth-
er to share progress and discuss problems they all face. Poverty, food
insecutity, disease, climate change, and so on. Who decides what 1ssues
everyone has in common? The UN and its member countries do. And
why should Pakistan care that there are protocols in place to monitor
and measure progress on these lines? In the words of a senior Pakistani
diplomat, “Because they just make sense’.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), eight markers of prog-
ress to be achieved by the year 2015 are up for review this year, as
the year before. The targets are in numerical measurement, to establish
trends in primary education, maternal health, gender empowerment,
child mortality, extreme hunger and poverty, environmental sustainabil-
ity, development and the incidence and carc of diseases such as HI'V/

AIDS and malaria.

Pakistan is on track to miss the MDG targets. All eight of them. And not
by small margins. “These were not empty cnmmi‘tmﬂ'nt_s,” read the PM’s
statement at the roundtable on MDGs. Admitting ‘many shortfalls’, the
tone of the statement was explanatory, to justify the embarrassment of
not having made progress comparable to the nations of sub-Saharan Af-
rica, “Our dilemma is that large portions of our resources have been
consumed by the war on terrorism.” It may be uncomfortable to be .dEf'
tailing and excusing your misfortunes and failures to the world, but it is
‘a necessary exercise. The question to answer is, why has Pakistan not
done what is clearly in Pakistan’s own interest to do?

The PM at multiple forums stressed on an increase in education spend-

ing from 2% GDP to 4%: and health expenditure from I to 2%. *This

15 znuf.lcul, but it is a beginning.” The game doesn’t end inmé{lllé‘”fh“
there is no prize for those who do achieve these set targets — s "*dfljd
a hcal[lm-.:r population and a more prosperous future. Pﬂkiz::lanﬁ:a:m i
t‘;rli'u.*:i' nations, 1s likely to extend the MDGs deadline fuﬁhm' ’intmﬁlﬁ
tuture, We’ll keep trying; it'll just take longer than it should. R

On thehjssuu of insecurity and terrorism, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
according to sources privy to the exchanges during the relevant meet-
ngs, has-_: been clear and unequivocal during bilaterals that the Taliban
hm-:e an “unacceptable world view”. But in public, and most rﬁ:entl}r in
an interview to the Wall Street Journal, Mr Sharif has been conscious
to hedge his bets every which way, “This incident which took place i1:1
Peshawar [a church bombing on Sept 22] has been disowned by the
Taliban. They have specifically said that they haven’t done it and they
disowned this. They haven’t said that before. On this particular inci-

dent, they have said it. Our intelligence agencies are trying to determine
that,”

The changes in tone, and degree of certainty, are for two different audi-
ences. In private meetings with world leaders, Pakistan hasn’t a prayer
of being ablle: to justify any kind of belief in the Taliban and their state-
mep{s._But in public, Mr. Sharif is not just Prime Minister, he is also a
politician and back home, Imran Khan and Khurshid Shah are making

news, pushing for opening a political office for the Taliban, and starting
talks, respectively. |

The Americans are not particularly bothered about Pakistan talking to
the TTP “We certainly don’t object,” said Special Representative on Af-
ghamstan and Pakistan, Ambassador Dobbins, in response to a question.
The worry for the US is the Afghan Taliban. Pakistan’s problems are its
own, but the Afghan Taliban are a US problem. There are reports that al-
though Senator Kerry’s call on the PM was cordial, and materialized in
a final date for the US-Pakistan bilateral in Washington, the focus during
the meeting remained mostly on security in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
With respect to Pakistan, concern was voiced about “extremist elements
overwhelming” the state. In a conversation with the Prime Minister on
Wednesday evening, Mr Sharif revealed that a Pakistani ambassador
was “soon” to be appointed to Washington DC. From the confidence of
the statement, it appears a name is close to being finalized.

Minister of Water and Power, Mr Khawaja Asif, and Finance Minister,




National Conference on MDGs: Govt allocates Rs12.5
billion to help accelerate progress

Prioritising social development initiatives, Rs12.5 billion has been car-
marked in the 2014-15 budget for community-led initiatives to achieve
Millenmium Development Goals (MIDGs)
Minister for Planning, Development and Reform, Ahsan Igbal said this
on the second day of the “National Parliamentary Conference on Mil-
lenmium Development Goals™ at the Pakistan Institute for Parhamentary
Services on Tuesday.
To map out a strategy to meet MDGs, legislators were split into work-
ing groups, each tasked with developing parliamentary work plans 1o
accelerate progress on an MDG
National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq suggested provincial
lawmakers constitute committees in their respective legislatures to
oversee provincial governments” progress on MDUGs.
According to a report on MDGs, the first of which 1s about eradicating
poverty, the persistent downward trend in poy erty over ﬂEE past dﬂﬂfﬂ?t’:
is reflected by the decline in the poverty line which fell from 34.5% in
2001- 2002 to 12.4% m 2010-2011,
Pakistan’s unemployment to population ratio increased from 27.1%
2101-2002 to 30.9% in 2010-2011, making the prospect of full employ-
ment by 20135 highly unlikely. +
Malnutrition measured as prevalence of pndanverght ‘:hlldmﬂf’?ﬁqgﬁ“
five years of age has decreased trom 40% 1n 1990-1991 to 31 5% 1n 2 -
2012 but is still far off the MDG target of less than 20%. With twntﬂu 0
the three targets off-track, the country 1s unlikely to achuf:'v-.: M[l?ﬁ(} N0
¢ of the National Assembly, Dr. Fehmida Mirza said,

‘armer speake - : a
CoTme: 7 successful without taking women on

“No development scheme can be
board™. ;
Dr. Aliva Khan from Quaid-i-Azam University ﬂpwﬁ*ed th:i-l;;iL iﬂ;[;iuerﬁ
is a need to develop human capital to deal with inequality. g

representation of women has im:regscd in
is p; 35th out of 136 nations according to the 201 3 Gender Gap Report.

s
Women comprise only 22 per cent of the workforce.

In a separate session on MDG2 on education, Seema Aziz from Care
Foundation stated, “Education is the biggest e_aquahser and change can
be immediate.” Pakistan’s target of 100% primary school inrqlmﬂm,
100% completion of education from grade 1 10 5 and an 88% literacy

rate are untikely to be met.

legislatures globally, Pakistan
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 take it to 80 per cent by 2015.

Wl

Rates of net primary enrolment and co 100 |

: ! mpletion increased up to the mid-
Eﬂg}{lh. In 201 1-2012, it decreased from 57% to 50%. The li?ﬁracyi:; is
98% overall, but it is highly skewed towards males at 70% as compared
to 47% for females. Pakistan is off-track on all three targets.
Special MDG Task Force Chairperson MNA Maryum Aurangzeb stated

that a time-bound and goal-driven work plan would be drawn up and
revised annually.

The conference was called in response to UNDP research indicating that
Pakistan adopted 16 targets with 41 indicators, but of the 34 indicators
for which data is available, 24 are off track and unlikely to be met by
2015. The legislators will work to determine a way forward.

The conference will continue tomorrow with more working group ses-
sions on individual MDGs.

The Express-Tribune - June 4, 2014,

Substantial spending for education urged

Journalists have stressed the need for an increased budgetary allocation

for education and renewed efforts to achieve the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs).

This was the consensus at an editors’ roundtable organised by Ilm-o-
Agahi mitiative of Mishal Pakistan in collaboration with Ilm Ideas on
Monday, says a press release.

The speakers noted that according to the Economic Survey of Pakistan
2013-14, the literacy rate is only 60 per cent, while the MDGs target to

“Pakistan is one of the countries that spend the least on education. All

segments of society should join hands to highlight the issue and put

pressure on the government as it is a matter of survival for our future
generations,” the press release read.

A number of journalists, including newspaper editors and television
news directors attended the meeting.

Earlier, a training workshop on education journalism was also organised.
Over two dozen education reporters from various media houses attended
the workshop. _ |
Anchorperson Matiullah Jan said journalists covering education should
focus more on field reporting. Reporting on education can drive readers
interest only when it gives a complete picture, he stressed. :
The Ilm-o-Agahi initiative aims to improve accountability and media
coverage of education 1ssues.

The Express-Tribune - June 10, 2014.




Primary education:

Plan to enrol 5m out-of-school
children by 2016 a pipe dream

Riaz ul Hag,
ISLAMABAD: As the Pakistan Muslim League
Ngwaz-]msl government continues to grapple
with the circular debt and energy crises, prumary
school education has been put on the backburner
— until recently.
State Minister for Education Balighur Reh-
man has taken a
keen interest in the
out-of-school chil-
dren (OOSC) issue
that has been plagu-
ing Pakistan for de-
cades. In collabora-
tion with Unicef and
Unesco, the Ministry
of Education, Train-
ings and Standards
in Higher Education
has compiled a com-
prehensive  report
that dissects the cur-
rent state of educa-
tion in the country,
While the figures may be appalling, the gov-
ernment’s plan to enrol 5.1 million children
from the ages of five and nine under a three-year
National Plan of Action from 2013 to 2016 and
comprising a four-tier strategy is encouraging
yet ambitious. |
The four provinces, Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). Gilgit-
Baltistan and Fata are covered in the plan, which
is expected to cost Rs188 billion. &
Punjab appears to have the most ambitious
plan, as it aims to achieve 100 per cent enrolment
by 2016, while the country is expecting to reach
91 per cent overall by the same time period, ac-
cording to the report. : |
As of 2011-12, 6.7 million — or 32 per cent
— of children in the five to nine age-bracket
were not enrolled in schools, a number wiuch 15
expected to be brought down to 2.1 million by
2016,
According to various Economic Survey of
Pakistan issues, the total education expenditure
ercentage of GDP has been abysmal over

———
.

theyears.
Since 2003-04. it has hovered above the two

per cent mark, hitting a low of 1.8 per cent in

iy,

p

nhing to enrol
mal and non-
cCtor

2010-11. The government is pla
the children in public sector formal and
formal schools, feeder schoois, privaie 5
schools and madrassas. ;

The four-tier strategy mcludes enrolment .u;
existing schools, establishment of additiona

rooms and hiring of more teachers, building new
schools and introduction of

incentives for the children.

ST -

i

Strategy A

Focus on enrolling OO5C
in existing primary schools
with underutilised capac-
ity. Several closed schools
which can be made func-
tional may also be used.
Children above the age of
seven will be enrolled in
non-formal basic educa-
tion. feeder schools or ma-
drassas.

Strategy B

In existing public formal schools, where extra
space is available, an additional classroom and
teacher will accommodate new students.

Strategy C

In far-flung areas, new two-room formal and one-
room non-formal schools will be construcied to
improve students’ access to education.

Strategy D

Strategy aims to use incentives to retain studenis,
particularly girls and those from disadvantaged
groups who drop out before completing primary
school due to financial constraints. These include
stipends, food-for-education and uniforms. P~

ICT ‘\

Of all the provinces and areas, ICT is the only Q
one in which girls, with 72 per cent, have a high- -
er enrolment rate than boys, at 68 per cent. In ==
addition, only 10 per cent of students drop out @
The Express-Tribune ‘.

September 6, 2013
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Steps needed to reduce
maternal, new-born deaths

OUR STAFF REPORTER
KARACHI ~ A new global donsensus has
been agreed on the key evictence-based
iterventions that will sharply reduce the
358,000 women who still die each year dur-
ing pregnancy and childbirth and the 7.6
million children who die before the dage of
X
According to an extensive three-year
global study, essential interventions, com-
modities and guidelines for reproductive
matermal, newborn and child health, 15 de-
signed to facilitate decision-making in low
and middie-incoime countries about how o
allacate lunited resources for maximum im-
pact on the health of women and children.
The authors, the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), the Aga Khan University and
The Part-nership for Maternal, Newborn
4 Child Health (PMNCH) reviewed more
than 50,000 scicntific papers to determine
the proven effectiveness of mterventions
and impact on survival. Suitability for low
and middle-income countries includes a
global landscape analysis of what countries
and the 440 PMNCH partners were doing o
reduce maternal and new-born deaths.
“What came back was a hodge-podge,”
says Dr Zulfigar Bhutta, founding chair of
Women and Child Health at the Aga Khan
University, Pakistan, who headed the study

team. “PMNCH partners had ven
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survival by addressing the main causes of
maternal. new-bormn. and child mortality.

D¢ Bhutta and Elizabeth Mason, Inrec-
tor of WHO's Department of Matemal.
Newbom., Child and Adolescent Health and
their team also studied the ntervention sutt-
ability for use in low and middie-income
countries. After extensive consultation and
review by a wide group of experts, the hst
was honed down to 56 essentiat interven-
tions, accompanied by brief guidelines and
reference materals,

Maternal and child deaths are still a
problem, Though considerable progress has
been made towards reducing maternal, 1n-
fant and child deaths, sub-Saharan Africa
and south Asia. including Pakistan, will fall
short of the United Nation’s Millenpium
Development Goals 4 & 5, which aimed at
reducing child deaths and improve maternal
health by 2015,

More than half of maternal deaths are
caused by excessive bleeding (35 percent)
and hypertension (18 percent).

The Nation — December 17, 201

Govt urged to allocate 10pc of GDP to achieve MDGs

ISLAMABAD: Economists and civil society representatives have de-
m;mdfd that the government allocate at least 10 percent of GDP for edu-
cation, health, safe drinking water, sanitation and basic ":Ht'r:lﬂlruﬂurf b
achieve Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015,

This was the gist of a pre-budget seminar on “We Demand Budeet for
MDGs™ held on Saturday. They pointed out that India 1s sw:n-;iirrg nine
percent of its GDP on health and education, but Pakistan spends less
than three percent in these two areas (0.6 percent on health and 2.1 per-

cent on education).

Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) Pakistan, Awaz Founda-
tion Pakistan and Journalists for Democracy and Human Rights (JDHR)
Jointly organised the seminar.

Senior economist from Pakistan Institute of Development Econom-
ics (PIDE) Dr Zafar Moeen Nasir said the country needs to decentr-
alise the development budget at district level by allocating Rs. 2 -
lion per year for consecutive ten vears so that all distnicts can plan
and implement their development needs. “Putting all districts in
competition can produce good results. We need to rationalise sub-
sidies limiting it to a few food items to end hunger, the first MDG.”
Nasir called for linking up the economy with MDGs. “We need political
commitment to ensure services delivery under MDGs commitments.”

Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Finance, Sajjad Ahmad Shaikh, said

that before budget allocation, the Ministry does a situation analysis of
each sector, “We need to do post-budget analysis to ensure implementa-
tion of the budget. We should take all MDGs-related demands to prov-
inces after the 18th amendment, as now resources will be transferred 1o

them.”

He added that the country’s social sector spending is about to reach 8.5
percent.

Earlier, setting the scene for the debate, Shafqat Munir, President JDHR,
demanded imposition of tax on agriculture incomie. He added the gov-
ernment needs to spend resources on people through local representa-
tives. There is need for restoration of local governments with strong
governance mechanism and financial independence and accountability
and monitoring of the system by citizens, he said.

Awaz Foundation and

Mohammad Zia-ur-Rehman, Chief Executive



Survey raises alarm over
mother, child malnutrition

By Mukhtar Alam

KARACHI, Jan 10: Public
health experts have called for
comprehensive plans and bet-
ter coordination among vari-
ous departments to improve
the state of nutrition among
children and women In
Sindh, after a national nutri-
tional survey report launched
on Jan 10 showed that food
insecurity was the highest in
the province.

Fight against hunger
could be won through long-
term plans and interventions
targeling women and chil-
dren with the involyement of
the health, education, family
planning and women wel-
fare, legal and other social
development  departments,
along with a constant socictal
advocacy for an increased
domestic food production
and promotion of the right to
food as a human right, said
the experts, including repre-
sentatives of foreign donor
agencies.

They were speaking at a2
workshop organised by the
Sindh  health department’s
nutrition cell in collabora-
tion with Unicef, Karachi,
to launch the National Nu-
tritional Survey (NNS) 2011
repoft and preparc an inte-
grated putrition stralegy.

Besides Sindh  Health
Minister Dr Sagheer Ahmad,
Secretary Syed Hashim Raza
Zaidi and Special Secretary
Pr S‘ﬂfﬂﬁh KHM1 _fﬁpfm'
satives of the World Health
Organisation, the World Food
Programme, and the United
Mations Children’s Fund also

spoke to the executive dis-
trict officers for health who
participated in the workshop.

Dr Sajid Soofi of the Aga
Khan University, which was
awarded the task of the na-
tional survey in question,
told the participants that
about 6500 households in
urban and rural areas across
the province were included
in the survey.

He said the survey showed
that about 49.4 per cent of the
sample households in Sindh
used gas as cooking fuel, fol-
lowed by 48 1pc who used
firewood and 2.5pc kerosene
oil. At the national level, 38pc
households used firewood to
cook food, he added.

Regarding  distribution
of households by source of
drinking water, it was found
that 50.8 per cent houscholds
used tube-wells, followed
by 32pc who had piped wa-
ter. and 17pe who used other
sources such as community
taps, wells and bottled water.

Discussing formal educa-
tion, he said the survey high-
lighted that 64pc mothers
were illiterate, while 10.1pc
of the sample did complete
their school education. About
34 9pc of the urban mothers
were illiterate m compari-
son to &5 4pc mothers in the
rural areas, according to the
survey.

Severe to moderate rate of
iron-deficiency anaemia in
mothers was found between
0.6pe and 20.3pe, while only
16.%pc mothers had the de-
sirable level of Vitamin D in

Smdh.
AMalputrition in children

The survey showed that
17.9pc children in the urban
areas and 32.8pc children
(both under five) in the rural
areas of Sindh were faced
with severe stunting.

Anaemia level was as-
sessed as severe in 4.9pc and
moderate in 67.6pc children.
Child retinol was severe n
18.8pc and mild in 34.5pc
sample children.

Forty-two per cent chil-
dren were found suffenng
from Vitamin D deficiency.
while 38.6pc were found to
be zinc deficient.

The participants were told
that the survey was the larg-
est survey of its nature 10
date in the country and the
first to target provincial level
specificity. %

It confirmed that maternal
and child under-nutrition re-
mained a major issue for the
province where only 28pc of
the households were food se-
CUre.

The report concluded that
anaemia and zinc deficiency
among women and children
were major public health
concerns in Pakistan.

Food insecurity and pov-
erty were major drivers of
under-nutritional childhood,
especially stunting, but ma-
ternal education appeared 1o
be an important factor in 18
own right.According to the
report, the rate of initiation of
breastfeeding and exclusive

oreasticedimg have mereased.
out indicators of complemen-
tary feeding suggested major
deficiency in frequency, food
choices and quality of feed-
ing and parallel maximum
deticits in growth in infancy.

He said that the survey
found that indicators for wa-
ter, sanitation and hygiene
remamed poor and burden
of diarrhoea and respiratory
infections  remained  high.
These might be additional
contributory factors and must
be addressed concomitantly,
he added.

‘Survey to help focus on
needs’

Sindh Health Mimister Dr
Ahmad, who was the chief
guiest, said that the national
nutrition survey had cer-
tainly provided a window to
the needs of the province m
respect of the food security
of the population, especially
women and children.

“] understand that the par-
ticipants in the workshop.
largely government officers
and NGO representatives,
have now become aware of
the root-cause of malnutrition
and they will definitely put
their efforts towards prepara-

tion and implementation of

a wellﬁi'nteg_rated nutrition
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strategy in the provinge”
he said. He said the govern-
ment realised the seriousness
of food insecurity and other
tapses that our children had
to undergo and finally fall
prey to diseases of compli-
cated nature.

The minister said that the
Sindh health department had
a record of coming up to the
expectation of the population
of Sindh. which was affected
due to floods and heavy rains
in 2010 and 2011, and again
would be able to improve
all indicators of the national
survey 2011 with the support
of Unicef, the WHO and the
WEP and other donors.

The chiefsecretary and the
chief minister were already
on board, he said. adding
that other departments would
also join 1n the struggle 1o
improve food and health sta-
tus of the people, including
women and children, of the
Province.

Unicef representative in
Sindh Andro Shilakadze said
that malnufrition was not
only a health subject but was
also related to other sectors.

Hesaid itneeded enhanced
efforts by all relevant sectors
and authorities to address the
issues related to children and
women, A good nutrition sta-
tus acknowledged as to how a
country worked and excelled
socially and economically,
he said.

A mgh prevalence rate of
malnutrition among women
and children jeopardized not
only the health and future of
the children but also national
security.

He said that the issue of
anaemia in children should

be addressed without any
delay. .

Dr. Salma Kausar, the
head of the Sindh health de-

partment nutrition cell, said
that a set of recommenda-
tions had also been finalised
curing the workshep.

She said various groups
had suggested a coordinated
structure and  institutional
sct-up, comprising provin-
cial, district nutrition steer-
ing committees and technical

advisory or task force for re-

policy, planning, resources
and implementation.

Priority action areas as
recommended by the officers
include direct nutntion in-
terventions, health services,
agriculture and food secunty,
water and sanitation, educa-
tion sector, social sector and
food industry.

They have also stressed
the need for revival of school
health programmes with a
revised plan of action and
resources, and facility of
micro-credit  schemes for
women and conditional and
unconditional cash grants
and training to vulnerable

groups.

Mukhtar Alam,
Davien— November 1, 201




Director of  Health
Awareness Society. Dr Sa-
mia Babar said, “Usualily
the moment a baby is born.
nurses  bottle-feed them,
even before the parents get
to sce them. So when the
mother tries to breastfeed
the infant, they are unable
to make the switch.™

MOTHERS ADVISED USE FORMULA MILKEFORE
INFANTS UNDER SIX MONTHS OF AGE

100%-~]
0
80% ~-

Unaware that the Breast-
feeding Ordinance 2002
discourages the sale of for-
mula milk, a salesman at
Sector F-11's leading phar-
macy. said thev sell around
10-15 packs a day. “I don't
know about the law. T just
see the doctor’s prescription
and give customers what

they come for,” said Bashir,
not looking too concerned.
His responsibility, after all.
1S 1o tend to his customers
who can easily pet the same
product from one of the
hundreds of pharmacies and
shops.

T'ne Express-Tribune
October 5, 2013

MOST MOTHERS AWARE OF EARLY INITIATION
OF BREASTFEEDING
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Failing MDGs

Noor Ahmed Jugri
It is no secret that Pakistan
is going to fail the target
of achieving the Millen-
nium Development Goals
by 2015. On the other hand
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
India are on track to achiev-
ing the MDGs by 2015.
What is alarming, 'acé::m:i:[ﬁ
ing to a report, is that Sindh
w.:ﬁl .aehiffe MDGs in 2049,
Punjab in 2041, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in 2064 and
Balochistan in 2100.
Furthermore, the educa-
tion sector is in a terrible
state, There are 25 million
out-of-school  children
throughout Pakistan. It 1s

reported that one in ten
children in the world not
in primary school lives in
Pakistan. Just imagine how
frail and weak the educa-
tion sector is. Moreover, 26

countries are poorer than

Pakistan but send more chil-
dren to schools. Only one in
three Pakistani women in
rural areas can read. Only 50
percent of Pakistani school-
children can read a sentence.
The real reason behind the
massive failure of the edu-
cation sector here is politici-
sation of the system.
The News
April 14, 2014
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Millennium Development Go i
' als: Pakistan
stays steadfast to development targets says UNDP

l%LAMABAD:_Despitg the country missing several of its develop-
ment targets, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Wi}lﬁ’d

continue supportine i : : :
B pporting Pakistan to meet Millennium Development Goals

“The UNDP reaffirms its support to the Government of Pakistan for
accelerating progress towards MDGs,” said Nicholas Rosellini, the UN-
DP’s deputy regional director for Asia and the Pacific in his message
1ssued on Friday.

He said Pakistan despite various socio-political changes, economic
challenges, natural disasters and internal and external security issues,
had remained steadfast to its MDGs commitment.

“With the level of commitment that the government has demonstrated
through its different actions in the recent past, I am confident that Paki-
stan will make substantial progress on some of the lagging MDGs by
2015, Rosellini added.

Appreciating the role of Planning Commission of Pakistan (PCP).
the UNDP’s media office in Pakistan said the commission had
played a lead role in setting policy direction for MDGs, monitor-
ing progress and coordinating efforts of different stakeholders.
“Pakistan government and the UNDP have worked closely to promote

this agenda through a number of joint initiatives that reflect the adoption
of the MDGs in public policy and their adaptation to the local context,”
the statement said.

It, however, pointed out that the provincial MDG reports developed
with UNDP’s support (2010-2012) had revealed inter and intra provin-
cial differences in the pace of progress towards MDGs, adding that the
process of preparing the Pakistan MDG Report 2013 was underway 1n

the PCP with UNDP’s support.

The statement said that the federal and provincial governments aﬁkl;c:w‘l
edge the need for accelerated actions. “The recently ann@u.pned _ I‘ITII;#!
M.iﬁistﬂr Programme for Youth 1s a testimony to _this. cﬂmm;tq:;en%t. thf
Government is making a renewed effort to create jobs, especially tor
youth, with such initiatives.”

ic planning doct
poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP) — strategic planning 0



“Muoreover, provincial MDG reports developed by provincial govern-
ments with UNDP’s support (2010-12) have revealed inter- and intra-
provincial differences in the pace of progress towards MDGs.”

“_"’f"ha: Planning Commission is preparing MDG Report 2013 with UN-
DP's support ~ recognising the collective efforts and resources needed
to accelerate progress.”

“The report will document successes and challenges i the joumey to-
wards MDGs, narrate Pakistan’s priorities for the post-2015 develop-
ment agenda and motivate 2 final push for the MDGs in Pakistan ”

“The federal and provincial governments acknowledge the need for ac-
celerated actions and have embarked on 2 number of initiatives.”

“The recently announced Prime Minister’s Programme for Youth is a
testimony to this commitment. With this and other iniitiatives, the gov-
emment 18 making a renewed effort to create jobs, especially for the
youth.”

“_D-espite various sociopolitical changes, economic challenges, natural
disasters and internal and external security issues, Pakistan has upheld
18 commitment to achieve the MDGs.”

“The Government of Pakistan and the UNDP have worked closely to
promote this agenda through a number of joint initiatives that reflect the
adoption of the MDGs in public policy and their adaptation to the local
context.”

“The Planning Commission has played a leading role in setting policy
direction for MDGs, monitoring progress and coordinating efforts of
different stakeholders.”

“The Centre for Research on Poverty Reduction and hlcmncl};stnbu
tion, established in the Planning Commission with L:NDPﬁ support,
served as a hub of knowledge and policy advice on MDGs through em-
pirical, qualitative and policy-oriented research on key development is-
Sues.”

“The Centre was instrumental in poverty measurement, research md
analysis of public policies on poverty, progress mionitoring of MDG&
through the development of four :ﬁmﬂaiMDG reports, and WI
support o the government in pro-poor policies and programimes.
“There has been an unprecedented increase in funds allocation for Pub-
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i i 0 the r Eé.a{fﬂ* Ehu.ghl, which refnforces the governm 21t resolve t

achieve MDGs,” said Ahsan Igbat e

et

"’v_"r’ﬁ HL{.d 0 mvyest in youth. lechmology and innovation find ouick
wins and *&;{;uux.fs;nﬁ 0 some of the constraints harnpering Lﬁff‘;;ﬁ#-
ment of MDGs.” Igbal said. in his message. Nicholas Bosellin; ;;wa;;s-
s}.s&;smnt Administrator and Depusy Regional Ditector for Asia i
the Pacific UNDP, said: “Today when the Prime Miister of Pagtoss
i85 scheduled to address the UN General Assembly. UNDP reaffirms s
iﬁmﬁgfﬂfg the government of Pakistan for acceleraling progvess towards
VAN TS,

“With the level of commitiment that the govermment has demonmratad
through its different actions in the recent pasi, | am confiden thar Paki-
stan will make substantial progress on some of the lagging MDGs &y
2015,” Rosellini said. :
ihe PRSP, strategic planning documents first formulated in 2000, which
identified targeting the poor and vislnerable 2s one of the key pillars 2ad
focused on MDG targets.

hitp. /i ww thenews com phi Todays - Fews. 2. 208 Tr-Pabiaan-legron-deasispment moends L AT

Mehtzb Haider. The News — September 72 2613




l a distant dream. Majority of the respondents were of the view that the

i current security situation in Pakistan is the direct conséguence of the 1mn-
ternational war on terrorism, The respondents emphasized that the inter-
national stakcholders, in the war on terror, should therefore appreciate
the realities on the ground and shouldn’t enforce its policies / agenda on
the national government. At the national level, efforts should be made to
enhance social cohesion among people from different sects and ethnie
groups with the objective to promote tolerance for diverse views and
beliefs,

3, GGood Governance

Good governance underpinned by the principles of transparency, ac-
countability and the rule of law emerged as the second most pressing
prioritv for the people of Pakistan. The respondents opined that bad
governance had been the main barrier to the achievement of MDPGs m
Pakistan. The government officials themselves recognized the need for
mcreasing efficiencies in the public service delivery systems and the
Results Based Management system in the public offices. The respon-
dents also underlined that full functioning local government system
brings governing apparatus closer to the citizens and improves account-
ability and transparency mechanisms through greater people’s partici-
pation. As part of the good governance system, rule of law and access
to justice was identified as a key priority for Pakistan. The respondents
observed that access to and use of legal system is unevenly distributed
among different social and economic groups. The national legal system
should be inclusive and should protect the property rights of women and
marginalized groups and should provide safeguards against the abuse of
political, economic or institutional authority by the elite class.

4. Inclusive Economic growth

Economic growth in Pakistan has remained vnl__ati-le:' rﬁ:ﬂ}.llting ima Ui~
sustainable patterns of employment creation. But even hlg_h‘gmwth’ pe-
riods have not led to substantial reduction in poverty and inequalities
in Pakistan, Some of the academics observed that the current political
and economic structures in the country generate rents for the r.u::h: The
national economy needs institutional reforms to promote more Equnable
distribution of productive resources / assets (like land) and to help en-
sure that poor people participate as partners f actors in f.hﬂ economic de-
velopment process rather than mere beneficiaries. P—H.k]'sfﬂ"l'l 1S besmwﬂfi
with a huge youth bulge which should be converted nto a “_;gapth divi-
lend” by enhancing their income generation skills and providing them

business development opportunities. The need for inclusive economic
growth was highlighted.

3. Rule of Law

The Workers® Federation emphasized that to foster inclusive economic

growth and decent employment, rule of laws and implementation of
laws, especially the Industrial Relations Laws to guarantee the rights
available under IL.O Conventions 87 and 98, should be accorded prior-
ity. Investment in Human Resource Development should also be priori-
tized and apart from developing “market-based strategies’, some basie
standards need to be developed to measure workers” performance while
keeping in view their specific challenges.

6. Inclusive Social Development

Pakistan needs an agenda for inclusive social development. High fertil-
ity rate is one of the key obstacles to reaping the benefits of growth and
should therefore be prioritized for appropriate interventions in the post
MDGs’ era. Women’s reproductive rights should be guaranteed. Besides
recognizing education as a fundamental human right, the quality of edu-
cation should be improved. The education system should be equitable
by providing equal accessibility and benefits to the rich and the poor
cadres of the society. The government, civil society and media should
promote spaces for cultural and social activities especially for youth.
Social development services, especially health and education services
shouldn’t be the sole responsibility and domain of the public sector. The
private sector stands ready to contribute to the social development in
the country and should therefore be encouraged and provided enabling
environment to play its due role.

7. Gender Equality and Women Empowerment

There was a strong voice for gender equality and women empowerment.
The participants observed that different forms of violence against women
have put constraints on women’s meaningful participation in social, eco-
nomic and political fields. Women share in wage employment is one of
the lowest in the South Asian Region. Programmes like Benazir Income
Support Programme, a social safety nef initiative, plays an important role
in women’s empowerment and should therefore be pursued and expand-
ed. Women should be provided enabling environment, like the provision
of safe transport, protection against harassment and abuse, so that they
could freely take part in the social and economic activities. Pakistan has
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Millennium Development Goals
Govt likely to miss most targets

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is set to miss most of the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) with a wide gap as it grapples with a
continuous poor showing on this front, according to official sources.

The province is no way near to the targets of any of the 18 MDGs,
Pakistan has sct eyes on to achieve by the 2015 deadline, according to
an official document available with Media. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is lag-
ging far behind the globally set MDGs, including poverty alleviation,
improving literacy rate, improving ratio of girls in schools, decreasing
infant mortality rate, bringing down maternal mortality ratio, improv-
Ing access to water and sanitation, and achieving the aspired limits of
aid as a percentage to gross domestic product (GDP).An official said
the province grappled with a soaring poverty rate that presently stood
at 39 per cent, missing the 30 per cent target set for 2010. The province
was required to bring it down to 20 per cent by 20135, according to the

document.

“Our province is not an exception when you compare it with the other
federating units on the MDGs’ front,” said an official. He added that the
couniry as a whole was ‘“off track’ as far as the status of the ﬁrst seven
MDGs was concerned. Pakistan’s poor showing on the MDGs’ front,
said a knowledgeable official, was reviewed at a November last year
meeting of D-10 Forum comprising Pakistan’s development partners,
including Asian Development Bank, UK's Department for International
Development, Japan International Cooperation Agency, World Bank,
UN agencies and some of the bilateral donors.

The province persists with a low literacy rate which, as per ﬂf.ﬁ;ial. esti-
mates, stands at 47 per cent. The target for 2010 was 5'5 per cent‘and for
2015 it is 75 percent. The provincial government, said an official, was
trying its best to improve the rate of literacy, but its efforts received a
setback because of militancy and devastating floods in 2010. The prov-
ince, he said, lost thousands of schools because of the two reasons. The
primary net enrolment, which makes part of MDG-2, also appears to be

a major concern for the provincial government.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, according to the document, has a 49 per qent pri-
mary net enrolment rate against 80 per cent target for 2015. Sl_ml[ar-ly, it
lags far behind the assigned target of MDG-3 as the ratio of girls to boys
in the primary schools in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa stands at 0.52:1 against

the 2015 target of 1:1. “The negligible performance in the education and
health sectors has much to do with decrease in public sector expenditure
on social sectors when you take into account growth in real terms as per
the World Bank view.” said a development planner.

He said that the province might have recorded an increase but KP is

likely to miss most of targets in expenditure on education and health

sectors, but it was nullified by increase in population. Also, achieve-

ment of MDG-4 or achieving an infant mortality rate any way near to
the target seems to be next to impossible. As per official data, 63 infants
outof every 1,000 live births die in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The target for
2010 was 60 deaths per 1,000 live births and for 2015 it is 40 per 1,000
ltve births.

In respect of the maternal mortality ratio, the province is struggling with
a high rate as well. It has an alarmingly high rate of maternal mortality
ratio that is evaluated to be 275 per 100,000 live births. The target for
2015, as per MDG-5, is 140 per 100,000 hve births.

Major targets in terms of MDG-7 also appear to be a far cry for the

provincial government, according to sources. The provincial govern-

ment is required to provide access to drinking water and clean sanita-
tion facilities to 85 per cent population by the due date in 2015. “The
provincial government’s data shows that some 71 per cent population of
the province has access to drinking water and 66 per cent to sanitation
facilities,” said an official.

Intikhab Amir, Dawn - Jan 6, 2013
Maternal and child health:
Achieving MDGs a distant dream for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Despite a significant decrease in the maternal and un-
der-five mortality rate in the country from 1990 to 2011, achieving the

';:r *l Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2015 seems like a distant

dream.

This was revealed in an annual report, Accountability for Maternal,
Newborn and Child Survival- The 2013 Update, launched at Wﬁmﬂn
Deliver — the third global conference on women’s rights, cun;luded re-
cently in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Launched by Countdown to 2{11_5,
a global movement of academies, governments and international age:
cies, the report also highlights cnuntn_ﬂs* achmﬂfe:'}‘ne-;nts in Increasing
coverage of key interventions and identifies remaining challenges many



ters have played major roles in stunting efforts to achieve the goals.
Aurangzeb explained that the war on terror’s impact of Rs500 billion
has affected Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa the most. She said the security situ-
ation has had a direct impact on education and increasing carbon emis-
sions have immensely affected the environment.

Adding to that, she said increasing cases of polio have contributed to
the failure to meet health indicator targets. She also cited influxes of
displaced persons from the tribal belt and Afghan refugees as having an

impact on health indicators.

Muireaw:r, post-18th Amendment, the lack of a unified platform to co-
ordinate with the provinces has also led to several drawbacks such as
pallecting accurate data for better analysis. There has been no monitor-
ing of aid and expenses for the past 13 years, she said. Moreover, data
collected at various times reveals contradicting information, she added.

“Members of different political parties have their own ideologies, but
they have come together for Pakistan’s development for the first time.
Everyone is on the same page,” she said. “Unless legislators take the

driver’s seat for development, we won’t get anywhere” she added.

Set to be achieved in 2015, the MDGs are both global and local, tai-
lored by each country to suit specific development needs. In Pakistan,
the post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals strategy is set to replace
existing MDGs and brainstorming sessions on how to localise the SDGs
will be done by the MDGs Task Force through action plans for 2014-15

and deliberations on post-2015 SDGs.

Meanwhile, speaking of the new plans, Aurangzeb said that while

MDGs take a top-down approach, Vision 2025 looks at development

from a bottom-up approach.

The shift will include a focus on peace and stability, good governance,
monitoring and accountability, driving socio-economic development re-
forms, public-private partnerships n development discourse, and tack-
ling exclusion, inequality, health, youth, climate and media issues.

In an effort to monitor ongoing development, MDGs desks established
at the Planning and Development Ministry will seek feedback from
stakeholder consultations at federal and provincial levels.

The conference will run till June 4 at the Pakistan Institute for Parlia-

mentary Services.
Maha Mussadaq, The Express-Tribune - June 3, 2014
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Civil society points out loopholes in MDGs report

Terming it contradictory to the situation on ground, the civil society orga-
rizations have poinied out embarrassing loopholes in Pakistap Millenmum
Development Goals Report (MDGR) 2010 drafied by the Government to
defend its pusition before high level UN-led Millennium Development
Cioals (MDCG) review meeting 1in September. The Pakistan Millennium
Development Goals Report 2010 (PMDGR 2010) is the fourth in the
series of progress reports, covenng the tme period from 2005 o 2009,
Fhe repont anms to ghlight the development challenges facing Pakistan
T the masses and huihlmu CONSCNSuSs, H"-’-'HLSIHI'H"I and u.‘m}ru'!il!i-::-ﬂ
arongst vanous stakcholders including development partners at the glob-
al, national and provingial fevels in achieving the MDGs.

In an apalysis drafted 1o highlight loopholes in MDGR 2010, ¢ivil so-
ciety organizations, who have been actively engaged in imtiatives (o
achieve one or more of the MDGs, say that the report tries very hard
to down ]fl'ﬂ}' the dismal state of atfairs - 1n the Process aften sound-
ing technically flawed and providing an overall sense of contradiction,
The analysis shared by World Population Foundation (WPE), Pakistan,
points out that the report’s sheer emphasis on MDG 8 (develop nlglnhul
partnership for development), claiming it 1o be the single most impor-
tant factor in achieving the remaining 7 goals, unfortunately serves only
the purpose of fuelling disappointment.

“With specitic reference (o MDGs 3 (promote gender ti_'L;Ilmliiy 11!“! eim-
POWET WoIren) and 5 (improve maternal _Imullh}, }ln: preture ‘ﬂ“'ﬂ“‘-dll”
the report 15 misleading to say the least,” 1t says, ( ‘lmplrr:_l' 4 of the report
dincusses the progress made with regard to MDG 3. The report states
that as of 2010, Pakistan is on track with regard 1o all the indicators
except “share of women in wage employment in Ihf non-agricultural
sector” for which progress has been defined as “slow ™.

The assessmoent states that a closer siudy of the repor a:ntltrfiu.imm Ifm
cliim of being “on track”, especially with regard to the Iliillt!ii!ilt' foor
female Hiteracy rate. While it is stated on the one hand, "I)F‘ﬁ[’ﬂltt’! Ihlﬂ
fuct that Pakistan hag missed the MDG targel of gender parity n pri-
siary and secondary education in 2005, with the current pace, I‘hf; M
_mrg%:r-t of gender parity in primary and secondary ecucation 18 hikely to
be achieved by 2018, However, hittle has been mentioned of what pre-
cisely will be dotie to aclieve parity in pronary and secondary educa-
Gian when the female litersey rate at 45 per cent ix constderably lagging
Behiind a compared 1o male bleracy rate of 69 per cent.

Ihe most glaring paradox

: arrives when the same report states. “1
ever, despite DUF: siates, - How-

o Spite somie imr:.nwl{:munl, it is highly unlikely that the MDG

target -.:11 temale literacy will be reached in 2015 About MDG 5§ lhé

analysis mentions that Pakistan suffers from an alarmingly high FMaq.
IL':I"HE‘-IE Maortality Ratio (MMR) - 276 maternal deaths per 100,000 live
hl!‘lh::-‘.. The ratio 1s considerably higher when the individuul.m:vgmg@ of
provinces is taken into account with Balochistan taking the lead with
856 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, However, despite this frim
situation, the report claims that Pakistan is on track vis-a-vis reducing
maternal mortality ratio.

Onece again the report contradicts itsell when it states that Pakistan is
lagging in all other corresponding indicators (i.¢, proportion of births
attended by skilled birth attendants, contraceptive prevalence rate, total
fertility rate and proportion of women 15-49 years who had given birth
during last 3 years and made at least one antenatal care consultation)
and yet it will be able to achieve the target for reduced MMR by 2015,
The fact that Pakistan is lagging behind in 3 out of the 4 indicators for
MDG 5, it does not register how then the MDG farget of bringing MMR
to 140 can he achievable?

Moreover, chapter 6, which defines Pakistan's progress with regard to
MDG § lacks on a number of other aspects, Firstly, it sports no refers
ence to abortion, when the incidence of unsate abortions serves as an
important cause of maternal deaths in Pakistan, Secondly, not very un-
expectedly, maternal mortality has been dealt with as a public health
agenda and emphasis hag been placed on improving infrastructure and
access to Lady Health Visitors/ Workers (LHVs/LHWs) to reduce ma-
ternal deaths.

Thirdly, the weight of the whole strategy to reduce maternal dnatPs hf}{i
been founded on the assumption that ncreased access to LHVS }’-““
golve the problem and that strategies need to be put n I-'ﬂ_ﬂﬂ‘*-‘ﬁ W SO
ter the decline in the numbers of skilled birth l‘l‘l’l—ﬁﬂf;.imﬂﬁ. t--iwtwnn n;.;
evaluation of the actual impact that LHYs have WIQ_@Qﬂ'fd ‘E N,;‘h:!‘i :
has been referred to, Moteover, there are i number of }ﬂhﬂl ““hﬁigl; ft
causes such as malnutrition, early martiages and abortion that haye not

been addressed.

e Jors - civil soeiety and media «
awise. the role of two IMPOIART REOES = X1 a received
L“}i‘:ﬁ-“:lgmﬂ to Safe Motherhood initiatives 1 the uﬂiﬂﬁﬁiﬁf f‘i
10 mention fn the report Finally, pethaps the most IpRtRELE 20 0

tors that hag not peceived due attention i the report dealy with m




that more students should be
enrolled. he told. Through
community level we would
pravide Rs 250 to Rs 350
for cach child monthly:
Ghost schools: Mmister saig
numbers of non-functional
schools 1 Sindh were up to
4.000. He said steps were
being taken to reduce such
schools.

Instead  of calling ghost
schools, call them shelter less
We have directed
revenue department/district
administration department o

schools.

Beyond
1CPD

identify shelter less schools.
Also we have sought public
representative’s (o repor such
schools. We have asked them
to identify at least 10 shelters
less schools or closed school
in their area.

Endowment fund: Pro-
viding the endowment fund
to the lesser-privileged areas,
we are taking every step. My
efforts are fo support stu-
dents of less privileged areas
for higher education. Genei-
ally endowment fund is kept
[“m'. students to get quality

and higher education. Bifur-
cation of endowment tund a
district level would be made
compulsory.

Model schoels: He said
at Jeast one boy and one girl
high school n every tehsil of
Sindh outof 1 30 tehsils would
school,
They will be called *Hap-
py School’. These schools
would be fully equipped with
library, laboratory and sports
facilities.

be made a model

April 11, 2014
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Sit; 1 was deeply shattered after
recently reading a news report about a
couple that killed their children because
of poverty. This is not the first incident
of its kind in the history of Pakistan.
Likewise, m 2013, a man shot himself
dead after killing his two daughters
due to poverty in the Islampura area of
Lahore. According to a survey report,
the poverty rate has jumped from 23.9
percent to 37.5 petcent in three years.
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Killing over poverty

This is one of the most severe problems
in Pakistan and the government should
take action. It is an unbelievably sad
situation wherein poor parents kil their
own innocent children. In a country
well-governed, poverty is something to
be ashamed of but in a country badly
governed, wealth is something to be
ashamed of. Pakistan is the latter.

Soha Jajry. Karachi
Daily Times ~ March 7, 2014







Battle Education begins

ASMA GHANI
ISLAMABAD: Ministry
of Education, Trainings
and Standards in Higher
Education in collaboration
with provincial
education min-
i1stries launched
a three-day na-
tionwide enrol-
ment campaign
on Monday to
get 500,000 ad-
ditional children
admitted to for-
mal and infor-
mal schools,
All the area’
provincial gov-
ernments have
been  directed
to participate in
the  campaign
and make ar-

would be enrolled into non-
formal schools preferably
where they could leam some
vocational skills also and
get back to formal schools

|
I
|
", | i i
% ow sumadt  start of the academic

mitted on the spot without
fulfilling legal formalitics
to facilitate the people.
He said in the FQG oset-
up more students could be
accommodated  eas-
i ilv but model insti-
tutions are already
overcrowded so the

S —— - ===

'

%5 0 cADD s planning to

|

{1 start additional eve-
1 1| ning classes for such
i

I.: : [ " il | . - .
R students.

But the officials
. fear that the initiative
| may not benefit the
| real students as many
who were refused 1o
give admissions 1n
model colleges in the

| session and enrolled
i themselves in F.QG
| schools have geared

rangements for
enrolment  of

additional students in the
schools according to their
capacity. Around 140,000
formal and 20,000 non-tor-
mal schools run by the Ba-
sic Education Community
Schools and National Com-
mission for Human Devel-
opment have been tasked to
enrol additional students of
4 to 9 years age, Ministry of
Education Secretary Ahmed
Bakhsh Lehri informed.
Each non-formal school
would enrol five additional
students and every formal

as well after improving their

up their efforts to get

enrolled again in the

additional classes of the

learning levels.

In the capital too. the
government schools work-
ing under the Capital Ad-
ministration and Develop-
ment Division (CADD}
kicked off the campaign
that also marked the World
[ iteracy Day that fell on
September 8, Sunday. s0 the
educational institutes could
not observe it.

Rafique Tahir, CADD
Education Advisor, claimed
that on the first day the

evening shifts.

And the newly enrolled
students may be referred
to FG schools. Besides,
providing books to them
would also be difficult
for the Federal Director-
ate of Education (FDE).
“Academic session started
in April last but still stu-
dents have not been provid-
ed complete set of books.

Under these ecircum-
stances, it seems difficult
that new students would
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Doctors promoting formula milk
at expense of babies’ lives

Deprivation of mother's milk leading to sharp rise in underwei

ISLAMABAD: Often re
terred to as saviours, medi-
cal practitioners are respect-
ed the world over, but this
image 1s often shattered by
people whose malpractices
put _Ihe lives of their patients
at risk,

Going against what they
are taught at medical and
nursing colleges, a major-
iy of doctors and nurses
recommend formula milk
brands in return for a com-
mission from the compa-
nies, nstead of promoting
breasifeeding.

Due to lack of informa-
tion, most parents go for
formula milk simply be-
cause the doctor recom-
mended it and Sabeen, a
resident of Rawat, & no
different. Worried about her
five-month-old baby’s acute
diarrhoea, she had brought
him to the Children Hospi-
tal at the Pakistan Instifute
of Medical Sciences (Pims)
for a check-up.

“1 don’t know why my
baby is suffering from diar-
rhoea and getting weaker ev-
ery day because [ only give
him formula milk as recom-
mended by the doctor,” she

said, while comforting her
crying baby. She added that

Most mothers aware of
early initiation of breast-
feeding

She seemed unaware of
the fact that the water in
the formula milk given t her
baby could have caused di-
arthoea.

Unethical promotion of
formula milk and lack of
awareness in the country
have resulted mm a shamp
ris¢ in the number of mal-
nourished, underweight and
stunted infants because it
deprives them of the most
nutritious diet there could
be, mother’s milk,

According to The Paki-
stan Demographic Health
Survey 2012-13, there has
been an increase of 0.6 per
cent 1n the exclusive breast-

get paid for it due to the
absence of a board 1o ad-

ght and stunted infants

dress the 18spe at the federal
level and sub-commitiess 5t
the provincial level ™ suid
Wing Director Dr Baseer
Achakzai, who works n-
der the Ministry of National
Health Services Regulation
and Coordination  Nutri-
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About 8.9% mothers were advised
o exclusively breastfeed vheir
babies till six months, but only

feeding rate, while the rate
of bottle-fed babies has

risen by 8.9 per cent since
2006.

Breastfeeding practices up
to the age of six months

Recently, a report titled,
“Breastfeeding: A roadmap
to promotion and protec-
tion,” commissioned by
Save the Children revealed
that 84% of all mothers
intetviewed for the study
were advised to give for-

41% were given this advice by a
doctor or nurse

0
8.9%
is the rate by which the number of

bottle-fed babies has increased in
2012-13

be provided books,” main-
tained an official wishing
anonymity.

due to her inability to af-
ford formula milk, a pack of
which costs Rs375 to Rs335
for local and foreign brands
respectively, she mixes ex-
cess water in the powdered

schools enrolled 3.127 chil-
dren into various schools.
He said teams have been
cent to convince children
and their parents in slums
and other areas to get chil-

mula milk by health care
providers.

“It's unfortunate that de-
spite a law that promotes
breastfeeding, the practice
goes unpunished and doe-

school would register three
additional children, besides
their routine enrolment.
That is not a big deal be-
cause usually schools have

tion. “Once the board and
committees are mn-stitzﬂ;d,,
practitioners can be jailed
for six months, fined Rs.0.5
million and have their h-

The Nation
September 10, 2013
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for the systematic exclusion

of the lower caste people

(also known in Kammis

and Mussalis in villages)
from economic and social
resources and opportunities
of all kinds. They thus face
a vicious cycle of chrome,
intergenerational  poverty.
Low caste women are dou-

of the six maternal deaths in
the past four years in the vil-
lage field site had occurred
amongst the lowest caste of
the village. In other words,
23 per cent of all maternal
deaths were concentrated in
the 17 per cent of the village

Y _a population. This high rate
' of maternal deaths occurred
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tiatives, Pakistan is unlikely
to meet MDG goal No. 5 by
2015. A key reason for this
failure. she suggested, was
that strategies used to date
have been failed to under-
stand and address the key
social and economic factors
that restrict access to mater-
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The report draws correlations be-  mary sducation cannot do Dwo-digit

chiidren in their ifeh year of priviary
education camat do two-dight
drvision

tween mothers” leve! of formal edu-

ERUCATION

cent for mothers who had recefved not exist when it comes ©© education.

no education, Additonally, around

30 per cent of mothers whorecelved  tic compared with 45 per cent boys,
process of slow growth that starts 5o per cent of children in rural areas

cation and stunted growth, stating  cent of girls can do simple arithme-
secondary education and above have

on in rural versus urban areas

practices, poor food quallty as well

birthreg- as frequent infections. The report

istration rate in the reglon, with 73 states thar 43 per cent of children

2010 had stunted growth as com-
pared to 55 per cent in1990.

children with stunted growin,
while the percentage rises to 50 per

y three m
Un

per cent of its children under five under the age of 5 in Pakistan in
before birth and is caused by poor  had stunted growth as compared 10

: . nal healthcare for women bly disadvantaged, as gen-
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GJ m 33 a g Foundation jointly c?ndu{:l— dynamics that serve the differentmaternal deathecas-
it s = g Q ed a Kn?tvlﬁdgﬂ Dissemi- interests of the privileged. es were shared with the au-
‘ ‘ '!.t T | g nation Workshop to share Amajorfindingisthatoffive dience in order to illustrate

findings of a 10-month eth-
nographic research titled
"Disparities i Access to
Maternal Health Services
in Punjab: Poverty, Gender
and Exclusion’ here in Is-
lamabad.

of the six maternal deaths in
the past four vears in the vil-
lage field site had occurred
amongst the lowest caste of
the village. In other words,
23 percent of all maternal

the subtle, complex ways in
which caste, economic class
and gender interact to ex-
clude Kammi women from
maternal healtheare.

Dr N1sar Ahmad
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agairst
richer farmilies
in rural areas of the country
married before the age of 18 com-

18%
0

9 pet cent of women

living

UNDER AGE MARRIAGE

pared to 16 per cent of those living
in urban areas. '

g the

Future" and published by Unicef,
marks 25 years since the General
discrepan-

from higher

families, as well

introduce the as
as those in rural versus urban areas,

Pneumococcal vaccine.

TEpoIT has found,

One baby

Report highlights inequal

For instance, Undcef found thatr
at least 24 per cent of women in

The report, titled “Improving

Children's Lives:
those in richer families (46 percent  transmission of the remaining polio maternal nutrition, poor feeding 35 per cent in urban areas,

Assembly of the UN adopted the in
Pakistan, aged 20 to 25, were mar-  Child health

ried before turning 18, with girls Unless Pakistan and i
from poor families more likely to  two of the remaining three polio en-
get married before the ageof 18 than  demic countries in the world - stop

Convention on the Rights of the
Child. The report explores rates of

child health, welfare and educa- s
tion, highlighting the

Asian countries to
cies between children
and lower income

The workshop com-
menced by Dr. Zafar Tkram,
MNCH Programme Chief.,
through his  welcome
speech. Dr Zubia Mumtaz
of the University of Alberta
and principal investigator of
the research gave a detailed
presentation, where she ex-
plained that despite the Safe
Motherhoad and Millenni-

deaths were concentrated
the 17 percent of the village
population. This high rate
of maternal deaths occurred
despite the availability of
significant maternal health
services in the region.

Dr Mumtaz descnbed
the ways in which the tra-

ditional South Asian caste
svstem. based on occupa-
tional hierarchy. is the basis

Cheema, DG Health Pun-
jab, concluded the work-
shop. acknowledging the
importance of addressing
the various factors that mar-
ginalize poor women from
maternal  health services
and outlined some ways m
which the program amms 10
address them,

The Nation
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What Did the MDGs Mean for Pakistani Women?
And Now the SDGs?

Tahira Abdullah
€ ha_wz seen, and have ourselves also indul ged in, a great deal of chest
l_rma_tmg, mourning and lamentation over Pakistan’s missing the numeric
indicators of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which was a
challenge it 5o bravely accepted at the Millennium Summit in 2000.

www.righttoplay.com

Some might say “bravely” is the wrong word — “foolhardily”, “rashly” or “reck-
lessly” might better describe the MDGs promises of those in power then — a military
regime, headed by the serving Chief of Army Staff, President Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, who had seized power through staging a coup d’état in October 1999, deposing,

imprisoning and exiling the democratically elected Prime Minister, Mian M. Nawaz
Sharif and his PML(N) government.

E__-a. .

g

Promises that were not kept... Of the 15 years the world had been given (2000-
2015) to achieve the not-so-ambitious goals, ‘targets’ (sic) and indicators set for the
MDGs by the United Nations, Pakistan was under military rule for almost 9 of those
years. Absolute rule, under absolute dictatorship is always a negative, by definition,
but SOME good MIGHT or COULD or SHOULD have come out of it, provided
the absolute ruler had had the wisdom, the vision, the commitment, and, above all.
the political will. We now know — wisdom with hindsight — that, despite having the

financial resources, absolute authority and de facto power, he did not have the above
prerequisites.

Neither did his cobbled-together political entity, the ‘King’s Party’ (PML-Q), which
was in office during 2002-07.

But then, neither did his democratically elected successors; throughout the entire
five-year tenure of the PPP, ANP and MQM coalition government (2008-13). as
well as the incoming post-18" CA federal and provincial governments in 2013 — the

PML(N), PPP, PTI, JI, NP and others — there has been no demonstration of the req-
uisite commitment.

Consequently, we have missed the bus as far as the MDGs are concerned. Sadly, it
appears that, where Poverty, Hunger and our most pressing socio-economic devel-
opment needs in Health, Education and Environment are concerned, it is irrelevant
whether the ruling dispensation in Pakistan is democratic or dictatorial. These fun-
damental issues are simply NOT a high priority for our ruling elite. ..

In fact, the biggest damage to Pakistan’s economic development and to the MDCTS
programme was done by President Gen. Musharraf’s imported PM, Shauk-‘atl_ﬁz:z
(of Citibank/USA), through his cold, calculated, dishnnesif and ar’mtran:,f revision or
“fixing” of the national poverty data, by unilaterally c@angmg the n?chnmai and defi-
nitional goal-posts in FY2005-06. We are still suffering the negative consequences
to date, and this mala fide action did incalculable harm to the pﬂlll:‘.tlﬁﬂ._i}ﬂ M[}G #1lin
Pakistan: “Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger”, as well as to its reporting.

The Government of Pakistan’s annual “progress”™ reports on the MDGs to the UN




Highest infant mortality rate

According to the charity organization
Sdave the Children, at least one million new-
borns die within 24 hours of birth through-
out the warld, of which 200,000 deaths oc-
cur in Pakistan putting us at the top of the
list of newbomn death rates globally. Child
mortality rate in Pakistan 1s the highest fol-
lowed by Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia,
Afghanistan and several others. The Paki-
stani chapter of the organization urged the
government to take necessary steps in order
to address this medical dilemma. Shocking

as the revelation i1s, it brings us back to an
1ssue that has been raised on countless oc-
casions: lack of basic medical facilities and
healthcare for the mother and her child.
The most aggravaling aspect of child
mertality in Pakistan is the fact that these
deaths are preventable. They can be casily
stopped if the mother is placed within the
proper care of a certified birth attendant.
Although the government has imitiated the
deployment of health community midwives

and health workers for the assistance of
mothers and their infants, the plight has
gone from bad to worse with nearly 70,000
infants dymng on the first day ot birth. The
reason here 15 abysmal: midwives sent to
the rural populations ~ where these deaths
occur most frequently — are under-trained
and over-worked,

Furthermore, 18,000 children under five
die m Pakistan annually despite the fact
that the ailments these young ones suffer
from are simply a matter of prevention and
care (something that is glaringly absent
from the agenda in the health minstry that
rarely brings up the impasse to begin with).
The need of the hour 15 to appoint quali-
fied health workers, including midwives, to
remote areas with little access to authentic
medical care and to treat these lives — in-
creasingly poverty-ridden — as lives are
treated in wealthy metropolises and devel-
oped areas,

The Nation — February 27, 2014

111 children among 1,000 die
before fifth birthday: Unicef

By Our Staff Correspondent

QUETTA: Unicef said on Monday that
from among every 1,000 live births in Bal-
ochistan, 111 children died be fore their fifth
birthday. ;

“In every 1,000 live births 111 children
die before their fifth birthday in Balochistan
and 97 of these children die within one year
of their birth,” said Dr Jawahir Habib, Uni-
cef’s Communication for Development

Specialist in Balochistan. £l

Speaking at a programme, she said 60
per cent of those deaths were caused by
communicable and vaccine preventable dis-
eases, adding that a mere 16pc of children
in the province were fully immunised and

protected against cight diseases.

Over 52.2pe of the children were chroni-
cally malnourished, she pointed out.

Dr Ishag Panezai, a.rﬂprcsentatwt? af r[hﬂ
Expanded Programme on [mmunisation,
said the Healthy Balochistan programme
included an emergency plan for routine
immunisation, accelerated action pla_n for
polio eradication, anti-measles campaigns,
Vitamin A supplements and mother and
child weeks.

Masooma Qurban of Unicef stressed the
role of the media to raise awareness about
child health issues through accurate and
timely information.

Davon, April 8, 2014
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Every 4th out-of-school

child belongs to Pakistan

MUQADDAM KHAN
SWARBI

SWARBL: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-lnsal’ MNA, Asad Umer,
has said that there is need
of strong determination and
restless efforts to enrol 23
million out of school chil-
dren in the country.

Addressing the Optics
Convention here at Ghu-
lam Ishag Khan Institute
of Engineering Sciences
and Technology on Sunday,
Umer expressed sorrow
over the fate and dark futare
of out of school children.
The entire society should
play its role in educating
these children because they
belong to Pakistan and fu-
ture of the country depends
upon them; he said.

“Every fourth out of
school child across the

world belongs to Pakistan,”

he remarked. However, he
did not elaborate how many
children were out of schools
in each province, tribal belt
anid Islamabad. Sumilarly,
he also did not explain how
many children were out of
school 1in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa where PTI has a
coalition government and
recently launched an enrol-
ment drive.

He called for introducing
reforms in education sector
and strongly opposed sys-
tems within the education
system, citing the example
of different kinds of schools
for the children of ehite
¢lass, and maddle and poor
section of the society. “This
should be changed if we re-

ally want development and
prosperity.” he added. “We
should provide an oppertu-
nity to the deprived children

to get education.”

“The GIK Instiote is
run by academia and here
the students receive qual-
ity education but there are
universities where the edu-
cation standard 18 nominal
hie said.

In question answer ses-

sion, he sad all those who
work aboard would be back
homie ane day. “About 514
billion remittance we get
from the overseas employ-
ees each year, If you (Paki-
stani) are in Pakistan or
abroad you are not only a
Pakistani but a true asset of
the country,” he said.
*No one can deny that there
are different communitics
and groups in Pakistan,” he
said.

The Nation — April 28, 2014




ments first formulated in 2000 — identified targeting the poor and vui-
nerable, as one of the key pillars and focused on the MDG targets, have
significantly influenced pro-poor policy-making and spending in Paki-
stan, it said.

“Part of the success can be attributed to the PRSP Monitoring Unit cre-
ated in finance ministry with UNDP’s support,” the statement said, add-
ing that a testament to the work of the PRSP secretariat had been the
increase in pro-poor expenditure from 3.8% in 2001 to 9.86% in 2011,
“There has been an unprecedented increase in funds allocation for Pub-
lic Sector Development Programme (PSDP), especially for health and
education, in the recent budget, which reinforces the government’s re-
solve to achieve MDGs.” said Minister for Planning, Development and
Reforms Ahsan Igbal.

Igbal said the government needed to invest in youth, technology and in-
novation to find quick-win solutions to some of the constraints hamper-
ing the achievement of MDGs.

The Express-Tribune - September 28, 2013

Lagging behind: Pakistan off-track on
Millennium Development Goals

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is struggling to meet over 30 indicators under
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). and is on track tf:- attain
only nine out of the 41 aimed for 2015, the government admitted on
Wednesday.

The MDGs are eight international development goals that were estab-
lished in 2000 by UN and its member states for completion by 2015.

These goals, comprising social and health Issues, have bee.n; ﬁjrtiaer
divided into over 60 indicators, of which Pakistan haa:l pledged to 41.
However, Pakistan aims to achieve only nine, missing out on ﬂvf:riSU
key indicators focusing on health, debt servicing, education and living

standards. |
Planning and Development Minister Ahsan Igbal blamed economic
conditions for the poor performance.
“Reasons for missing most of the indicators include internal a;fld exter-
nal economic and non-economic challenges,” Igbal conceded in a writ-
ten reply to the Senate. |
The Minister pointed out natural disasters, conflicts, administrative and

-
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political changes, weak commitm
a“_' R gt 4 * !
areness, fading commitments by development pariners due to global
. Yol

ents o economic reforms, lack of

recession of 2007 and belated ownership of MDG

o J | agenda at the sub-
Ddational level. as reasons for failure, : >

1::1111_;?'(1?1 of these t:ha‘ilm:tges reflected in slow progress and hence ot~
achicyvement of many of the indicators.” he added.
zit;f;ﬂ:f;- 31:];?}1; rh[;[.?;i?;?:w ii}-lle]zamr Tahir hjlas.imdi had expressed
: ¢ able to achieve the targets pledged
under the MDGs by the 2015 deadline. i
The (',fmf-::mment‘ in its reply. stated that it was working to enhance the
Capacity of the people through human resource development which in-
x-fcﬂvje:d be}‘aer education, health, population welfare, skill development
j beIvices, Improved access to clean water and sanitation, and gender
mainstreaming 1nitiatives.
The Minister also counted steps like provision of productive assets, in-
clusion of micro-finance and transitioning toward social safety nets to
protect those against natural and manmade disasters.
Igbal also highlighted that the poverty headcount had declined signifi-
cantly under the Pakistan Living Standards Measurement survey data
— from 34.5% in 2001-02 to 12.4% in 2010-11,
Findings of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) re-
vealed that Punjab, in lieu of its performance in most indicators, is far
ahead in achieving the MDGs as compared to other provinges. The find-
mgs also stated that no MDG will be achieved in entirety in Sindh, but
that the province had made significant progress in certain indicators
such as ‘ensuring environmental sustainability’(MDG7) and ‘promot-
ing gender equality and women’s empowerment’ (MDG 3).
Meanwhile, according fo the findings, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa had made
significant progress in MDG 7 which reflected in its achievement of
forest cover and protection of land area for conservation of wildlife,
Progress in other MDG areas, however has suffered in part owing 1o
the unprecedented natural as well as man-made calamities which have
afflicted the province.

Balochistan is the worst performing provinee in most if not all areas r:uf
the MDGs. No MDG can be achieved in entirety in the province and in
the aftermath of the floods, and the declining national economic growth,
even the achievements made so far in a few indicators are at risk of be-

ing undone, the UNDP report stated. |
The Express-Tribune - January 9, 2014,




‘Millennium goals missed
because of low savings’

Planning & development
secretary says Pakistan
lagging behind in
healthcare, education:
security expenditure
torces country to seck
IMF assistance

By Ikram Junaidi

ISLAMABAD: Planning and
Development Secretary Has-
san Nawaz Tarar has blamed
Pakistan’s failure to meet the
Millennium Developmient
Goals (MDGs) on low sav-
ings and financial crises.

According to the secretary,

Pakistan’s savings were only
at 13.2 per cent, almost 50 per
cent less than its neighbours
such as Bangladesh, Sri Lan-
ka. India and Indonesia. Mr
Tarar said that the national
savings of Bangladesh are
currently at 29 per cent.

The planning secretary was
briefing members of the Sen-
ate Standing Committee on
Planning. Development and
Reforms, chaired by Senator
R ehman Malik, on Thursday.

He claimed that Pakistan-
is preferred to invest their
money in property and auto-
mobiles rather than income-
generating businesses, which
was the cause of the problem.

«Because of different life-
styles and natur¢ of peuple,
Pakistanis give less 1mpor-
tance to business,” he said,
“However, in other countries
people prefer to invest their
savings in businesses.”
planning & development
gecretarv says Pakistan lag-
ging behind 1n healthcare, ed-

geation; securtty expenditure

forces country to seek IME
assistance

“A large number of chil-
dren are suffering from mal-
nutrition. As per the MDGs,
we have to bring down the
under-five mortality rate to
52, but the current rate 1s 89
deaths per 1,000 children.
The immunisation rate has to
be 90 per cent, but it is actu-
ally 80 per cent,” he said.

“Lady Health Workers’
(LHWSs) coverage should be
100 per cent in the country,
but at the moment LHWSs are
only working in 80 per cent of
the country. The htcracy rate
of the country should be 88
per cent, but right now, it 1s at
58 per cent,” he said.

Mr Tarar said that the
MDGs require that at least 55
per cent of all couples should
be using contraceptives, but
so far this figure has only
reached 35 per cent. ;

The goals also state that
forest cover should be six per
cent, which at the moment 1s
5.2 per cent, he said.

Report sounds alarm bells

over education crisis, calls for

reform |
Committee Chairman Reh-

man Malik said that almost 65
per cent of Pakistan’s revenue
is spent on security and for-
eign debts. We have no choice
but to go for International
Monetary Fund (IMF)’s pro-
grammes and follow 1ts poli-
cies. We should aim for self
reliance, Senator Malik said.
“At the moment, major
businessmen are shifting their
businesses out of the country.
The money is also being shift-
ed out through hawala and

hundi. Our biggest issue is iD=

come generation,” he said.

The senator added that
planning is considered the
backbone of every country
and lauded the “Vision 2025°
presented by planning minis-
try. but he said there is nothing
in terms of practical work.

“A number of projects
have been delayed and the
cost of those projects has mn-
creased due to mflation. The
government has announced
that loans will be given to the
students, but there are no cri-
teria to ensure the recovery of
those loans,” he said. |

He also pointed out the lack
of an awareness programme
regarding HIV/AIDS.

A member of the commit-
tee. Amar Jeet, diverted the
attention of the commitiee
towards Swat, where more
than 30 cases of dengue have
been reported. Resultantly,
Rehman Malik instructed the
committee secretary to write
to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
chief minister and ask him to
address the 1ssue.

Nisar Muhammad, another
member of the committee,
said that some areas, such as
communication, health, water
and power, are not clear in the
| 8th amendment.

“Funds are being spent on
unapproved projects in _La-
hore, but approved projects
of KP, such as Munda Dam,
are being ignored. KP 1s fac-
ing all the brunt of the war
against terrorism, but F”f‘lf"
one per cent of the {;ﬂ:ah'[lﬂﬂ
support fund is being given 10

KP.” he said.
B — July 25, 2014

?
¥
;
l
|



k T = .L:"" -
Cen R TR

S

L.

THa 1)

'-'ﬂ ;"' I :

R & 5 "
Mgk

Photo credst: Paaras

Y

»

A
4 @

!

J‘J{f

857

oo

Y

124

v

Yy

r s .L\,!l.-.\l | [T ’ = ooy ¥ = ¥ ¥ = ]

vus vear s Uks annual desk diary focuses on Women and the Millennium
ent Goals and bevond. Searching for related and relevant content
(IEWSPapers, magazines, the internet, ete.) was indeed a challenging task

Deve lopm

Firstly, there was very little MDGs-specifi
focused on the gender aspects of the Mil
was found was event-hased reporting, w
columns asking the right questions.

C content, and secondly, most of it was not
lennium Development Goals. Most of what
ith very few analytical articles. editorials or
Thus, one did not see the media
various governments on how the country performed and whether t
were 'on track’ to achieve the MDGs? Neither could we find
analyses on why some countries

critiquing the
hese governments
any kind of comparative
performed well and others not so well.

The media also did not report on the Human Face of the MDGs. exploring and seek-
Ing answers 1o questions such as: What do MDGs mean for people, especially the
marginalised? What is the role of civil society? Are women equal partners as receiv-
ers and implementers? What are the success stories heading towards 20152 Who are
the key players driving forward change and what are they doing? What changes are
needed to meet the 2015 targets? Sadly though, not much was written or debated in
the media and these questions remain unanswered and unexplored.

Where did the answers lie? In my observation as a media analyst and communications
expert, the media needed to look at many areas of concern, including many ‘gray’
areas. No doubt a free, independent, and pluralistic media environment can have
a profound influence on people’s opportunities to access information and services.
but if that information or content is gender-blind or biased then it excludes a large
percentage of the population, namely women, from the process on how to understand
and be able to exercise rights, to participate in decisions that affect their lives. and
to hold to account those in positions of power and responsibility. The establishment
and nurturing of a free and independent media is crucial across all sectors to achieve

real and sustained overall development of society and it is equally crucial to include
women in the process.

Case studies show that participatory approaches to media can empower communities
by strengthening internal democratic processes and, especially for marginalized
groups (again, women form a large chunk of this group), can enhance self-esteem,
protect cultural values, and facilitate the integration of new elements like gender
balance and women's empowerment. Beyond the idea of disseminating information,
entertainment, or even education, the media’s deeper cultural role must be explored
and utilized as it has a strong influence on both individuals and society, be it political,

economic or social. Stories about corruption have led to legal and regulatory changes
many times.

In the field of development, the media gives people access to information and pn}lvir:’le%
platforms where development issues can be discussed. For instanca,-marl?etuhmldmg
strategies of the World Bank prioritize linking communities ﬂfpec:plle in ﬁﬂtwmikﬂ
of information and trade, The social impact of media includes impmwnlg the c[uah-'fy
of education, informing the public about health threats and sgfe practices to aju'md
them, serving local communities by bringing attention to their needs, and in times
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Talking to The Express Tribune. he said the schemes such as Benazir In-
come Support Programme (BISP) were introduced to eradicate poverty
but were not dedicated to achieve these goals.

“Pakistani authorities are always very quick to sign on these indicators
and vow to achieve them, but later on fail to show political will into ac-
complishing them.”

In their report, the civil society organisations assess that Pakistan will
have to establish new internal resource mobilisation efforts, and divert
additional resources to meet MDG goals.

Institutional weakness in its response to the MDGs, financing shortfalls
and the international community s failure to fulfill its commitments led
to the failure of achieving the targets, the report says.

Organisations feel that the country’s progress has been halted due to
food and fuel crisis, natural disasters, militancy.

Poverty and hunger

The civil society organisations believe that significant progress has been
made to eradicate poverty but the target is unlikely to be achieved. So-
cial activists feel that food inflation is reversing steps taken to eradicate
poverty, and the poverty headcount ratio which was 17.2 in 2007-08 ac-
cording to the national poverty survey, might have imcreased.

Education
According to the civil society, there has been regression and there is no
possibility to achieve the target which was to enable girls and boys to
complete a course of their primary schooling by 2015.

‘ ' 1€ " isen f % In
According to the government, literacy rate has risen from 35%
1990/1991 to 58% in 2008/9, but this falls short of MDG target of 88%

by 2015.
yender equality

The Gender Parity Index for primary and secondary education _Stal_jds_ at
0.84 and 0.80 respectively showing little change from rates qf (.82 and
0.75 in 2001/02. The civil society feels that the target of meeting gender
parity in primary and secondary education could not be met by 2015.

Child mortality

The mortality rate of under-five year children has declined from 124
deaths per 1.000 live births in 1990s to 87 deaths per 1,000 live births

prevalent disease in the country.

in 2010. Commenting on this target, social activists feel that they have
mixed opinions but the goal is not on track for achievement,

Maternal health

The maternal mortality ratio has continued to decl;

‘mort . to dechine from 533 deaths
per ]{JU,[I}D'D lrve births in 1990-91 to 260 deaths in 2010; however the
civil society organisations feel it is higher than the target, stating that
there has been progress but it is not sufficient.

HIV-AIDS. other diseases

The report points to a limited progress and says that some Zroups are
wlnﬂra’plﬁ, and infections in injecting drug users have doubled from
10.8% in 2005-06 to 20.8% in 2008-09. Malaria is the second most

Environment sustainability

The reviewers feel that lack of data made analysis difficult but there has
been some progress. According to them, there is conflicting data wheth-
er forest cover is increasing or decreasing. Pakistan still lags behind in
providing clean drinking water and sanitation.

Glebal partnership for development

The civil society organisations say that this goal is not on track for
achievement. Aid in Pakistan has increased sharply USS 1.4 billionin |
2010. Meanwhile, its share in the global market has declined by more
than a third to 0.13% in 2009 as compared to 0.21% in 1999.

The Express-Tribune - September 11, 2013

Meeting 2015 deadline: Stakeholders
review status of MDGs

ISLAMABAD: The Task Group for the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) met on Thursday to ascertain how far the country will be able
to meet the targets it has set to achieve.

Parliamentarians, representatives of the federal ministries, attached
government departments, donors and civil society met at the National
Assembly to initiate a consultation process at the federal and 'vamcial
level on the status of MDGs 2015 and the post MDGs scenarto.

According to a statement issued by National Assmpbiy secretariat, the
objective of the Task Group is to review progress in respect to MDGs



MDGs goals: President calls for steps to
achieving education targets

ISLAMABAD: President Mamnoon Hussain on Friday called for taking

steps to achieve targets in the education sector under the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).

While chairing a meeting of the National Commission for Human
Development (NCHD) at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, he said that the government
accorded top priority to education.

The President was given a presentation on the mandate, functions,
activities, achievements and other NCHD projects.

The meeting was attended by Minister of State for Education, Trainings
and Standards in Higher Education Balighur Rehman, Secretary
Education Muhammad Ahsan Raja and Additional Education Secretary
Dr Allah Bakhsh Malik and the NCHD Director-General.

The President, while highlighting the role of the NCHD in ilngrgving
the human development indicators said that Pakistan was committed to

achieving the goals of universal primary education, adult literacy and
women’s empowerment.

He urged provincial governments to cooperate with Fhﬂ! NCﬁD ln
successful implementation of the projects aimed at achieving literacy
rate targets.

Hussain was also presented the NCHD's 2013 annual report.

The President assured the Ministry of Education and the NCHD of every

possible support in their endeavour to achieving education targets in the
country.

http:/fwww pkiimes.co/2014/08/23/mdgs- goals-President-calls-for-steps-10-
achieving-edycation-targels

The Express-Tribune - August 23, 2014

Staff Reporter

EARACH!: The Sindh
government s striving hard
to achieve the Millgnnium
Development  Goal  (MIDCr)
2 = achieve universal primary
education ~ sénding each
and every child to school by
2017,

Sindh Senigr  Education
and Literacy Minister Nisar
Ahmed Khuhro talking to
journalists on Thursday said,
“We are striving hard to
achieve MDG 2017 so that
‘education for all” programme
could be succeeded. And for
that we are taking a number
of steps,” he added.

Female education: En-
courdge female education,
the education department
Sindh has decided providing
annual stipend to every fe-
male student, a practice that
was not carmied out in the re-
cent years.

Although the amount for
annual stipend 1s not that big,
but again for remote areas sti-
pend would be Rs 3,500 and
for other students it would be:
Rs 2,500 per female stadent,
he told. The stipend would
start from May this year.

Free books: Khuhro said
in around 49.000 schools in
Sindh, every child would be
provided with free books.
Supply of 5 million books of
¢lass 6 to 10 has already been
started from Apnil 7 this year.
In the provision of free books
a formal procedure would be

sindh government striving hard
to achieve MDG 2: Nisar Khuhro

adopted in this regard.

In every school a gather-
ing would be made compul-
sory to disperse the books to
the students. The distribution
would be made under the su-
pervision of supervisor and
headmaster, said Khuhro.

Video of books distribu-
tion would be made compul-
sory. The headmasters and
supervisors fail to summit
videos would not remain at
their jobs, he added.

We have revised the cur-
riculum from class 1 10 4.
therefore there are few prob-
lems in distribution of books
of these classes as they camy
some proofreading errors, he
informed.

He made it clear some
privaie schools purchased
books of Sindh Text Book
Board. Semetime confusion
occurs because price is listed
for only those books, which
are suppose to be supplied to
private schools only. | appeal
to the non-private school kids
parents’ that do not pay while
gefting books. If anybedy
insists make a video from
your mobile and send us. We
would take the action, minis-
ter said.

Libraries at primary
schools: Minister told report-
ers he wanted to introduce
concept of library in every
primary school.

To enhance the vocabu-
Jary of students, every child

of class 4 and 5 would be
provided English to Sindhi
and English to Urdu pictotial
dictionaries. He daid diction-
aries would be school prop-
erty. Apart from dictionanies
every hibrary would also be
provided atlas. '
Evening shifts at schools:
Misar Khuhro said he wanted
to start evening shifts in
schools, which were running
morming shifts only. The pur-
pose s to bring those pooe
children to schools that can-
not go to schools, as most of
them are child labours, he
added. 1 appeal communities
to come forward and play its
role in sending those kids to
schools, he said.

Enhancing sports fa-
cilities at scheols: Education
minister vowed to encourage
sports facilities at schools.
Children could play encket,
hockey, football, throw-ball
and other games.

He said for pre-primary
students elght thousand units
would be made for the stu-
‘dents in primary schools so
that kids who are busy In
playing in sireets could be
tilted towards schools.

Sindh Education Foun-
dation: Minister said Sindh
Education Foundation at the
moment was running 1.500
schools from its fund through
community-based system.

We want o enhance the
enrolment of students so
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S KARACHI: Pakistan is falling short of almost all ijts Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), says a latest report of the Common-

» | wealth Foundation.

)  The national report based on the assessment of 30 NGOs of Pakistan.
reviews the progress of the country towards these targets.

Pakistan’s civil society organisations have agreed that it is not possible
) (o achieve the MDGs by the 2015 deadline.

b The country has committed to 37 indicators out of 48, relating to eradi-

cation of poverty, maternal health, HIV, access to primary education,
": gender disparity and others. However, according to the report, only four
of these goals are being followed.

“The government is not serious about achieving the goals,” said Pakistan
NGO Forum’s Professor Ismail, who was among those who gave their
recommendations on the progress last December when all the NGOs
had a national consultation.
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level ground realities: the focus needs to shift from a universal all-en-
compassing approach to specific measurement frameworks. Moreover,
a system for check and balances is needed, in order to cogently measure
the success and failures of various strategies. Finally, targets need to be
disaggregated, so disparity across different population segments, €.g.

gender, ethnicity, can be observed.
Monitering of Progress

Updates on targets must be made available on more regular intervals;
moreover, reviewing mechanisms need to be set up via independent
bodies. Roadmaps should be prepared by each country, for the execu-
tion of their policy frameworks, and such frameworks need to be syn-
ergized amongst the various relevant branches, i.e. fiscal, planning and
so on. Indicators must take into account gender, and 1n particular other
marginalized segments.

Responsibilities of Stakeholders

Each country should be asked to prepare a clear implementation plan
with roles and responsibilities for different stakeholders and partners.

Political ownership, at the national level, will be the most important
drivers of success for the future development agenda. Civil society

should be involved in progress monitoring.

Investment in building the capacity of statistical institutions should be

made to help trace the progress on development goals and collection

of reliable data. The UN should play a more proactive role to monitor
progress towards the global development agenda and to ensure the ef-
foctiveness of development interventions on the lives of poor and mar-
sinalized segments of the society. 10 make it binding, the developing
countries should also commit their share of resources for the post-2015
development framework. There should be a more robust system of ac-

countability for the developed countries.

In addition to fulfilling their financial and capacity/technical support
commitments, developed countries should be held responsible for their
policies and interventions affecting peace and security in developing
countries.

Shakeel Ahmad, March 16, 2013
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schools in 3 years

ASMA GHANI

ISLAMABAD - The Ministry of Edu-
cation, Trainings and Standards in Higher
Education has launched the National Plan
of Action 2013-16 to enrol 5.1 million out

of school children to get 76 per cent of them
in schools.

With the objective of achieving universal

primary education in Pakistan, a part of Mil-
lennium Development Goals, the National
Plan of Action is based on eight provincial/
area plans, Each plan would review the edu-
cation situation in its respective area, iden-
tify the gap in primary enrolments, quan-
tify the number of out-of-school children,
analyze the reasons for low enrolments and
high drop-out rates and suggest enhance-
ment of existing options to attain maximum
progress within the stipulated time frame.

The UNO has given 2015 as the deadline

to get 100 per cent enrolment in primary

schools but in Pakistan only Punjab is the
province that expects to achieve 100 per
cent enrolment by 2015, while Islamabad
has set a target of 97 per cent and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa of 95 per cent, Sindh 80 per
cent, AJK 75 per cent, and Balochistan and
FATA may not exceed 66 per cent. Primary
net enrolment is estimated to increase by 6
to 7 per cent annually during the period of
action plan. With over 5 million children to
be additionally enrolled within three years

while the figure of out-of-school children

is estimated to decline from 6.7 million in

2011/12 to 2.1 million by 2015/16.

Under this plan, 80 per cent children
will be enrolled in public sector school, 10
per cent will be enrolled in deeni madaras
while it is estimated that the private sector
will also absorb 10 per cent proportion. The

estimated cost of implementing the National
Plan of Action 2013-16 is Rs. 188 680
million while actual expenditure to be spent
is Rs594.961 million, To increase ACCESS
to education, awareness campaigns would
be launched to promote the nnportance
of education, community involvement in
supervision of local education and use of
media. This requires the cost of Rs, 69.574
million. Minister for Education Engineer
Balighur Rehman on the launch said the
government 1s striving hard to increase
cducation expenditure up to 4 per cent of
GDP by the year 2018. “We have to initiate
key reforms in terms of improving service
delivery and enrolling more children into
schools “, he added. Federal Secretary
Ahmed Bakhsh Lehri on the occasion said
education is important to address the issues
of food security, climate change, poverty
and terrorism etc. He appreciated the efforts
of the provincial authorities in formulation
of the Plan of Action.

Unesco Director Dr Kouze Kay Nagata
said the Unesco has provided technical as-
sistance to make sure enrolment of 25 mil-
lion out of school children of primary and
secondary age group. She emphasized on in-
creasing spending on education up to four or
five percent of GDP in upcoming years. Uni-
cefrepresentative Don Rohrmann said strong
political will is needed to enrol the millions
of out of school children in the schools, Of-
ficials from Department of Education, Min-
istry of Capital Administration and Devel-
opment, different organisations and NGOs
attended the launching ceremony.

The Nation
September 5, 2013
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FPAP held seminar on MDG-5B

.J Wi # o ] :Ip : J‘
Peshawar: Participants at a ¢

[ i e At - = ¥ i ' .
bt msultative seminar Have hlghhght{td the

o t;tt';dfa‘m aul*!fa::vc:nrmm of Mrltls:nnium Development Goals (MDG.
| ), felating to maternal health issues, under the global commitments
called thcrautlwc participation of government, all relevant fataktl'lfm?; Fﬂ"
EEn(l other indicators, to remove the financial and ]ﬂgi‘i[ﬂf:ﬂ*ﬁ-irn .li:t' <y
tor meeting the MDGs as per target year. 5 St

The consultative meeting of Provincial Chapter Alliance on MDG-5B
held under auspices of Rahnuma-Family Planning Association of E’a:k'i-
stan (FPAP) at its regional office here on Tuesday, Haji Sattar Gul ’ﬁcé
President Rahnuma-FPAP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region, was pl“i;ﬁijd
over the session, while the organization Regional Director, Gohar Za-
man briefed the participants about the International Committees of pro-
vision of maternal healtheare facilities under MDGs-5B,

Representatives of civil society organizations, government departments,

members from Non-governmental organisations, and media persons
from print and electronic media attended the consultative session.

The participants stressed the need for better coordination and collective
efforts of government departments, relevant stakeholders with involve-
ment of civil society, religious scholars, and other key players, to meet
the goals for provision of better maternal health issues under the inter-
national commitments of MDGs by 2015,

They further suggested the creation of parliamentary caucus, enhance-
ment of budgetary allocations, specifically resolution of maternal health
issues, and political parties should also include the health issues top i
their manifesto and agenda.

Earlier, the Rahnuma-FPAP, Regional Director Gohar Zaman in his fde~
tail presentation said that the MDG-5B is specifically relating to im-
provement of maternal health issues, which has also two-targets, in-
clude 5-A is to reduce by three-quarters between 1990 and 2(115,, while
5B is to achieve universal access to Reproductive Health by 2015.

He said the two-thirds of disease for women of reproductive age is duc
to RH, it is critical that MDG-5B is included.

] i ' idity and access to Fam-
d the issues of maternal morbidity an ‘
¥ d be reduced Maternal Mortality Ratio.

Otherwise, he sa
ily Planning, which cou

He highlighted the basic facilities to maternal healthcare



countries face i reaching all women and children life-saving services
such as under nutrition, equity as core component of all health strategies
and levels of fertility and the unmet need for family planning.

Ihe MDGs targets caleulated by Countdown to 2015 which Pakistan
should aim for is to reduce maternal mortality rate to 123 deaths per
100,000 live births and under-fve mortality ratio to 41 deaths per 1,000
H}"“* births by 2015. According to the report, the demand for family plan-
ning 18 54%, antenatal care is 28%, postnatal care is 39% and for exclu-
Sive breastfeeding practices is 37%. Around 32% children below five
years of age are underweight and 44% are stunted.

The under-five mortality rate in 1990 was 122 deaths per 1,000 live births
which declined to 72 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2011. The average
annual rate of reduction of under-five mortality rate remained 2.5 %,
while it was 3.0 % for the maternal mortality ratio from 1990 to 2010.

Recommendations

To reduce maternal mortality the report recommends Pakistan continue
etforts to increase coverage of high-quality services including family
planning, antenatal and postnatal care, skilled delivery and emergency

obstetric care.

To reduce under-five mortality rate, there is a need for huge investment

in health services for pregnant women and the newborn baby, including _.
the prevention of preterm births and stillbirths and scale-up of effective %&

low-cost interventions, it stated. g

Movements to integrate nutrition initiatives into national reproductive, g
maternal, newborn and child health programmes must continue to be t‘

prioritised in all these countries. &

Talking to The Express Tribune, Rutgers World Population Fund Coun-
try Representative for Pakistan Qadeer Baig said the slow progress in
achieving MDGs 4 and 5 was due to the inefficiency of the health SYS-
tem and extremely low investment in maternal and child health.

POPOODPOOODHIA

“Let’s see how the new government will tackle this 1ssue and how a new
framework would be developed to replace MDGs after 2015.” he said.
Pathfinder International Director Programmes Dr. Haris Ahmed added
that funding allocation was inconsistent with the national requirement

of MDGs.
Sehrish Wasif, Express-Tribune - June 10, 2013




§ q 1 ] ey b s T el | L‘[-"l]]‘:
and the international donors and lenders (Q: why not to the Parhament and W

PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN?) comprised misleading distortions at hest and outrigil

care, or even

ies at worst, but the UN (and most lenders and donors) did not seem 1o

o heed the few lone voices in the wildemess
opment practitioners, researchers, academicians and a few brave independent econo-
mists, Pakistan’s final MDGs report (written with the technical and financial help
of UNDP) reads like a masterpiece of fictional literature. The chapters on Women,

z 1 i <hi'd il * '-.II_
of some civil society achvists, devel

Paverly and Environment are particular cases in point

ot that the UN's conceptualization of the MDGs was above reproach, to start w ith.,
(t had glaring gaps, ¢.g. there was a deafening silence and reneging on the AGREED
agendas of the 1CPD (Cairo, 1994) and FWCW (Beijing, 1995), especially on Re-
productive Health (RH) and Rights, the Feminization of Poverty and Gender Jus-
taee. Such blatant omissions were music {o the ears of the rulers of countries like
Pakistan.

[he 8 MDGs comprised bare-bones basic minimum needs in poverty, hunger, educa-
tion, women's empowerment, child mortality, maternal health (sic) - (so what about
non=pregnant, simgle, widowed, divorced, abandoned, trafficked. raped women's
RH rights and services? what happened to WOMEN'S HEALTH??2?), HIV/AIDS,
malaria, environmental sustainabthity ¢sic). and developing a global partnership for
development.

In ¢ontrast, the UN and the global community have conceptualized a much broader,
more nuanced, in-depth and thoughtful set of goals and objectives for the forthcom-
ing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) era. The following SDGs are the UN's
newly-mstituted successor to the unachieved MDGs:

(roal | End poverty in all its forms everywhere,

Gioal 2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable

agriculture,

Goal 3 Ensure healthy lives and promete well-being for all at all ages.

Gioal 4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong leaming op-
partunities for all.

Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.

Goal 6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.

Goal 7 Ensure sccess to affordable. reliable. sustainable and modern energy for all.

Goal 8 Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all.

Goal 9 Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation.

Goal 10 Reduce ineguality within and among countries.

Goal 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive. safe, resilient and sustainable.
Goal 12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns,
Goal 13 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts,

Gioal 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development.
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Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainab]
manage forests, combat desertification. and h: A SR Y
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biodiversity loss. R d degradation and halt
Goal 16 Promote peaceful and inclusive societies fa
to justice tor all and build effective. ace
els.

r sustainable development. provide access
ountable and inclusive institutions at all lev.

Goal 17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global p

| artnership for sus-
tainable development. : :

IF appears that lessons from the MDGs HAVE been learned globally. The big ques-
tion 1s: have they been learned in Pakistan too? Other vital questions: Why do the
SDGs not have an 18" Goal: “Ensure that national/country reports contain accurate.
honest, verifiable data and information”™? Have the SDGs addressed women's COn-
cerns arising from the MDGs? Or is there again a reneging on agreed agendas. and
will we need to re-open, re-debate and re-negotiate closed issues yet again? Has
gender mainstreaming and integration into each of the 17 Goals been carried out
right at the start, instead of being inserted as add-ons later, once we begin to speak
out against segregating girls and women into Goal # 5 (the Zanana Dabba).

We sincerely hope so. The starving Hindu and Muslim babies dying of hunger in
Tharparkar hope so. The traumatized children and identityless women IDPs of
North Wazinistan/FATA, currently sheltering in the Frontier Regions and westemn
Pakhtunkhwa districts hope so too.

We did not remain silent over the MDGs: likewise, we cannot and we must not stand
by passively watching successive governments’ sins of omission and commission
regarding the forthcoming SDGs. We must remain ever vigilant and watchful. We
must take a stand. WE MUST SPEAK UP.

THE WORLD

WE WANT

2015






‘Pakistan boosting efforts to achieve anti-poverty
Millennium Development Goals’

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan is stepping up efforts to achieve the anti-
poverty Millennium Development Goals — a set of time-bound targets
agreed on by heads of state in 2000 — despite being hampered by se-
curity concerns, the fight against terrorism and natural disasters, a high-
level UN panel was told on Wednesday.

Maryum Aurangzeb, a member of the National Assembly, said that
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s government was focusing on transi-
tion from MDGs to an inclusive agenda for sustainable development
by adopting a strategy aimed at improving the people’s lives, especially
in health, education, socio-economic sectors. In this regard, Maryum,
who is also the National Convener of the Parliamentary Task Force on
MGDs, said a wide-ranging dialogue has been initiated at national and
provincial levels as well as with civil society, media, policy experts and
corporate sector to accomplish the objectives.
She said the Parliamentary Task force on MDGs was constituted at na-
tional and provincial levels, with 94 legislators representing all Pakistani
political parties and regions to play a role in producing the necessary leg-
islation and to oversee MDGs acceleration, transitioning from MDGs to
Sustainable Development Goals and their implementation in Pakistan.

Maryum said the present government’s emphasis was on prioritizing
investment in data measurement and management, institutional capaci-
ties, and for distribution of resources to provinces as it works towards
ushering in economic prosperity.

The News - July 15, 2014

How and why the MDGs remain elusive

Much of the developing world, mcluding our own country, rcmains
caught up in a seemingly endless cycle of political mstabllit_y, internal
strife, and growing external debt. Despite spurts of economic growth,
the vast majority of citizens in developing countries continue to be de-
prived of basic amenities such as the opportunity to obtain an e;iucatmn,
availability of health facilities, and even access t0 clean drinking water
and sanitation.

Back in 2000, the United Nations Millennium Declaration had tried to
put forth a collective goal with tangible targets for improving the lives
of the deprived multitudes across the globe. With the 2015 deadline
for achieving the MDGs fast approaching, progress on achieving these
goals remains mixed at best, according to the latest UNDP report on the
MDGs, which was prepared this year.
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The world has reduced extreme poverty since 1990s, when almost hal
of the population in the developing world used to live on less than $1.25
a day. This rate has dropped to 22 per cent by 2010. Between 2000 a;ud
2012, an estimated 3.3 million deaths from malaria were averted. Over
2.3 billion people have gained access to an improved source of drinking
water between 1990 and 2012. Similar progress has been made in edu.
cation, including that of girls, and other MDG goals such as improving
sanitation facilities for the poor.

Nonetheless, ensuring that poor people across the world have access to
the basic facilities, which was the underlying objective of the MDGs,
still remains elusive. While a quarter of the world’s population has
gained access to improved sanitation since 1990, a billion people were
estimated in 2012 to still be resorting to open defecation due to lack of
toilet facilities.

There are other growing threats which the MDGs have not been able to
contend with effectively. Global emissions of carbon dioxide have con-
tinued their upward trend, and such emissions 1n 2011 were almost 50 per
cent above their 1990 level. Millions of hectares of forest continue being
lost every passing year, and many species are being driven closer to ex- &
tinction. Renewable water resources are becoming scarcer by the day. i

Progress on hunger is not sufficient. In countries like our own, hunger

has become an increasingly serious concern over the past decade. Thus, _
meeting the target of halving the percentage of people suffering from :
hunger across the world by 2015 will certainly not be possible. One

in four children is still affected by chronic malnutrition. Much more |
needs to be done to reduce maternal mortality given that almost 300,000
women died 1n 2013 from causes related to pregnancy and childbirth.
While maternal death is easily preventable, much more needs to be done

to provide adequate care to pregnant women. The World Health Organi-
sation last year estimated that the world needs another seven million
skilled healthcare staff for improving access to basic health services.
How this human resource investment will be achieved remains uncer-
tain, especially when international donor agencies like the World Bank

are 1n favour of curbing rather than enhancing public funding.

Moreover, while International development assistance had n_aariy
reached $135 billion in 2013, the highest level ever recorded, aid 1s ac-
tually shifting away from the poorest countries towards those which are
more capable of servicing their debts. UN development agencies need
to assertively engage with other multilateral and bilateral development
aid agencies to more effectively channel aid to achieve I.fit;maggnal}y_
endorsed human development goals like the MDGs, otherwise they will.
continue to remain mere aspirations for the foreseeable future.

Syed Mohammad Ali, The Express-Tribune - August 22, 2014, |



‘Pakistan boosting efforts tfo achieve anti-poverty
Millennium Development Goals’

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan is stepping up efforts to achieve the anti-
poverty Millennium Development Goals — a set of time-bound targets
agreed on by heads of state in 2000 — despite being hampered by se-
curity concerns, the fight against terrorism and natural disasters, a high-
level UN panel was told on Wednesday:.
Maryum Aurangzeb, a member of the National Assembly, said that
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s government was focusing on transi-
tion from MDGs to an inclusive agenda for sustainable development
by adopting a strategy aimed at improving the people’s lives, especially
in health, education, socio-economic sectors. In this regard, Maryum,
who is also the National Convener of the Parliamentary Task Force on
MGDs, said a wide-ranging dialogue has been initiated at national and
provincial levels as well as with civil society, media, policy experts and
corporate sector to accomplish the objectives.
She said the Parliamentary Task force on MDGs was constituted at na-
tional and provincial levels, with 94 legislators representing all Pakistani
political parties and regions to play a role in producing the necessary leg-
islation and to oversee MDGs acceleration, transitioning from MDGs to
Sustainable Development Goals and their implementation in Pakistan.

Maryum said the present government’s emphasis was on prioritizing
investment in data measurement and management, institutional capaci-
ties, and for distribution of resources to provinces as it works towards
ushering in economic prosperity.

The News - July 15, 2014

How and why the MDGs remain elusive

Much of the developing world, including our own country, Icmains
caught up in a seemingly endless cycle of political instability, internal
strife, and growing external debt. Despite spurts of economic growth,
the vast majority of citizens in developing countries continue to be de-
prived of basic amenities such as the opportunity to obtain an ef:iutlﬂtl'ﬂﬂa
availability of health facilities, and even access (o clean drinking water
and sanitation.

Back in 2000, the United Nations Millennium Declaration had tried to
put forth a collective goal with tangible targets for improving the lives
of the deprived multitudes across the globe. With the 2015 deadline
for achieving the MDGs fast approaching, progress on achieving these
goals remains mixed at best, according to the latest UNDP report on the
MDGs, which was prepared this year.
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Ti"lt': world has reduced extreme poverty since 1990s. when almost half
of the population in the developing world used to live on less than $1 25
a day. This rate has dropped to 22 per cent by 2010. Between 2000 and
2012, an estimated 3.3 million deaths from malaria were averted. Over
2.3 billion people have gained access to an improved source of drinkine
water between 1990 and 2012. Similar progress has been made in edu.
cation, including that of girls, and other MDG goals such as improving

sanitation facilities for the poor.

Nonetheless, ensuring that poor people across the world have access to

the basic facilities, which was the underlying objective of the MDGs,

still remains elusive. While a quarter of the world’s population has
gained access to improved sanitation since 1990, a billion people were
estimated in 2012 to still be resorting to open defecation due to lack of
toilet facilities.

There are other growing threats which the MDGs have not been able to
contend with effectively. Global emissions of carbon dioxide have con-
tinued their upward trend, and such emissions in 2011 were almost 50 per
cent above their 1990 level. Millions of hectares of forest continue being
lost every passing year, and many species are being driven closer to ex-
tinction. Renewable water resources are becoming scarcer by the day.

Progress on hunger is not sufficient. In countries like our own, hunger
has become an increasingly serious concern over the past decade. Thus,
meeting the target of halving the percentage of people suffering from
hunger across the world by 2015 will certainly not be possible. One
in four children 1s still affected by chronic malnutrition. Much more
needs to be done to reduce maternal mortality given that almost 300,000
women died in 2013 from causes related to pregnancy and childbirth.
While maternal death is easily preventable, much more needs to be done
to provide adequate care to pregnant women. The World Health Organi-
sation last year estimated that the world needs another seven million
skilled healthcare staff for improving access to basic health services.
How this human resource investment will be achieved remains uncer-
tain, especially when international donor agencies like the World Bank
are in favour of curbing rather than enhancing public funding.

Moreover, while International development assistance had nearly
reached $135 billion in 2013, the highest level ever recorded, aid 1s ac-
tually shifting away from the poorest countries towards those W_h‘lﬂ’h are
more capable of servicing their debts. UN development agencies need
to assertively engage with other multilateral and bilateral development
aid agencies to more effectively channel aid to achieve mt’fﬂmaﬂﬂna@_
endorsed human development goals like the MDGs, nthe;;w.ls'g--the}_r- will
continue to remain mere aspirations for the foreseeable future. e
Syed Mohammad Ali, The Express-Tribune - August 22, 2014.
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