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ing tone and style mars the good intentions that the content may have
hoped to convey. Modern media, both print and electronic, fail to high-
light the problems most relevant to women, including and in particular
rural women, women who are trafficked, women who are compelled to
sell their bodies to survive, women without the support of husband or
other family, the abused and oppressed, those denied the right to study
or work, to make choices and avail opportunities, etc.

As we collected and compiled content for this diary, I was amazed
at the prevalence of stereotypical media images of the poor. Although
most content was sympathetic and gender neutral in its treatment of
the issue it did not help much in giving context to the issues of poverty
or highlighting its causes. These aspects of poverty are missing from
news and current affairs programmes and articles, from entertainment,
from television plays and soaps. The media needs to highlight not only
the suffering of the millions of these invisible women and men, but also
celebrate and support their resilience and their dignity. Presently, at
best we have very few stories/audio or video documentaries that look
at poverty in terms of wealth and income distribution only. Coverage of
the Benazir Income Support Programme is one such example. Though
Uks’s Code of Ethics for gender-sensitive media includes a clause on
why we should not exhibit welfare work, the media is full of photo-
graphs with news/captions of the wealthy and the powerful, business
tycoons, politicians or parliamentarians distributing largesse (often
from taxpayers money) in the form of cash, cheques, sewing machines
etc. The majority of recipients are women and the captions invariably
state ‘a poor woman receiving...’, hitting directly on the self-esteem of
the recipient. It is not difficult to gauge the impact such stories have
on the public’s attitude towards poverty and how ‘charity’ is all that is
needed to cure the ills of poverty.

The media must recognize that there is continued need to analyze
not only whose story is told and whose voice is heard but also who is
telling the story and how? Today’s vibrant, forceful, media, be it print
or electronic, have the potential to change mindsets, but to achieve that
goal positive content is the first requirement. Simply presenting female
commercial sex-workers as evil and a disgrace to society doesn’t change
anything. The media needs to analyze the causes that lead to women
opting for this profession and develop options that are condoned by
society. Instead of turning a woman into a social outcast, a positive con-
tribution would be to suggest ways and means by which such a woman
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could be assimilated back into society. Many women resort to prostitu-
tion in order to survive, feed hungry children or support young siblings.
Media, both news and entertainment, need to take into account the fact
that gender inequalities directly act as a determinant of poverty, thus
understanding the root causes is absolutely a must before passing a
judgment. Along, hard look at those who avail of the services of women
sex workers would not go amiss.

Pakistan’s media needs to understand that feminization of poverty,
as defined by researchers ‘is a change at levels of poverty biased against
women or female-headed households. More specifically, it is an in-
crease in the difference in the levels of poverty among women and men
or among female versus male and couple-headed households.” While
addressing poverty and gender inequality, the media, be it news or en-
tertainment or advertising, may focus on how the household is a key
site of gender discrimination and subordination and is thus an impor-
tant focus for examining gender and poverty issues. The media can take
a lead in finding answers to whether this is a consequence of lack of
income, or a result of the gender inequality and biases present in both
societies and governments. Hopefully, after going through Uks 2016
diary, they will.

Wishing you all a very happy, peaceful and safe New Year.

Tasneem Ahmar
Director, UKs Research Centre
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Unacceptable and Unnecessary:
the Feminization of Poverty
Tahira Abdullah

t pleased me no end that my friend, fellow activist, and head of Uks,
ITasneem Ahmar, readily agreed to my suggestion, way back in July,

that the theme of the 2016 Uks diary needed to focus on “The Femi-
nization of Poverty”. Thus, while she is primarily a mediaperson and
I am not, it is gratifying that we both remain on the same wavelength
regarding the importance, topicality and immediacy of the diary theme
in any given year.

Even now, it never ceases to amaze me how the influential stratum of
Pakistani society, i.e. the opinionmakers, lawmakers, decisionmakers,
policymakers, planmakers, programmers, implementers, monitors,
evaluators, report-writers and, not least, the media, closely monitoring
all the above, can see, hear, touch, smell and feel the Elephant in the
Room, but still accept its official and deliberately rendered invisibility
without feeling or displaying a sense of outrage.

This Elephant has two faces: (a) Poverty in Pakistan and its alarming
increase; and (b) the Feminization of Poverty (FoP) in Pakistan, and its
alarming increase.

Because of this seeming “invisibility”, successive governments, irre-
spective of whether led by military dictators (for 34 of our 68-year ex-
istence), or by civilian, democratically elected dispensations, have tried
to hide the real data on Poverty and the FoP from us. This is lest we get
rudely awakened from our comfortable and blissful slumber of igno-
rance, or start asking difficult questions, or horror of horrors, actually
start demanding remedial action.

It is an inconvenient truth that Poverty data has been deliberately
withheld from the GoP’s annual Pakistan Economic Survey (PES)
reports ever since the General Musharraf/Shaukat Aziz-led debacle of
2005-06 — with its fudged data and changed goalposts, and ending with
the ridiculous report of the GoP on the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs - 2013), particularly the section on Poverty.

Women and girls — comprising 48% of the population — do not deserve
to subsist with a 3:1 f/m ratio of poverty in Pakistan. This means that
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75% of the poor in Pakistan are women and girls, i.e. only 1 out of every
4 poor Pakistanis is a man or boy. Poverty and hunger have a predomi-
nantly female face in the “Islamic” Republic of Pakistan.

This is totally unacceptable, especially at the end of the much-touted
MDGs and the start of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2016.

This is also unnecessary. We have the knowledge, the means, and the
wherewithal to take both women and men out of poverty — as succes-
sive political parties and governments have promised to do, both at
international fora, e.g. at the World Summit for Social Development
(WSSD, 1995), and at home, via their election manifestos.

The BISP has not and will not do it — it is, at best, a band-aid on a deep
wound requiring radical surgery. Meagre charity can give a woman a
fish to eat, but it cannot teach her how to fish for herself and how to
get herself and her children out of poverty for good. Job creation is
urgently required. The official recognition, registration and adequate
remuneration of women home-based workers and most importantly,
women working in agriculture, livestock, forestry and fisheries, is
urgently called for.

The question is: do the legislators and the governments have the politi-
cal will and commitment to start doing what is urgently needed?
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How nations fail women

In 1995 when a decisive UN Women’s Conference took place in Beijing, most
women didn’t notice another major and worrying event that took place earlier the very{
same year — the formation of the World Trade Organization (WTO), an organization
not created by the UN but dreamt up and aggressively pushed through by Americanc_
companies, mostly giant multinational corporations (TNCs), taking the US govern-
ment on board in mutual backscratching purpose. c

The objective of the WTO was to view the entire world as a single economic unit
rather than independent soverei £n countries, giving rights to anyone to invest and ex—c
ploit any country, the freedom to sell to and buy from any country irrespective of the
countries’ balance-of-trade and debt status, enjoy priority treatment and greater rights's

than citizens even if it violated human and constitutional rights, and generally treat any
nation as their happy, hunting ground.

This was a lot easier than colonizing countries which required military force andc
oppression to subdue the natives while colonists looted to their hearts’ content. Under
WTO, corporations got country governments to authorize the exploitation. Too many,
countries became so compromised, bribed and brazen in making their own economies
open to free-for-all exploitation, they can no longer be recognized as democracics,c
whatever they may call themselves, 4

The TNC:s included the corporate food industry, both in food growing and its lradec
and got governments to view staples as commodities — to be bo ught and sold to anyone,
anywhere, for money. If someone lacked money, they went hungry. Rationing and sub-@&
sidies for the poor disappeared. That was supposed to be reality, not avoidable crimi-
nality. TNCs included foreign investors in every sector including public insti’rutionsc
where profit was not the primary purpose but to provide essential goods or services such
as electricity, gas, oil, water and even municipal services that all citizens had ri ghts to.c
WTO included the global pharmaceutical industry that began to dictate medicines and
the privatization of the healthcare sector worldwide. Chemical corporations have man-t
aged, among other things, to intervene in agriculture and force most governments to

<

uphold exports above domestic food security.
The Beijing Conference took up ’12 critical areas’ of concern that listed Women e
and Poverty, Women and Health, Women and the Economy, Education and Training

of women, Violence against women, Human Rights Of Women, Women and Armed
Conflict, Women in Power And Decision-Making, Institutional Mechanism For The
Advancement Of Women, Women and the Media, Women and the Environment, and
The Girl-Child. It’s the first six that have to be tackled properly to make the rest pGS'.‘
sible.

A reasonably good list, but leaving out other critical areas such as women and the
local and national Commons, women and global corporatization, women and finance,

women and the constitution and parliaments, and some very specific special areas of
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concern, namely women’s right to land and credit/money for survival and security.
Poor landless women, rural or urban, will never be able to realize their rights and
needs without access to land.

What did the lists achieve? It enabled researchers, academics and NGOs to focus
and flesh out with figures women’s current miserable status, not necessarily with do-
able solutions and intensive advocacy. Unfortunately the list was also over-compart-
mentalized. In many countries and societies, several areas are intertwined and have
to be looked at holistically rather than separately as many problems occur to women
concurrently. For example, poverty, health, violence, environment, the economy, and
human rights needed to be clubbed together to be viewed in their inseparable interlink-
ages.

One doesn’t have to belabour the poverty of most women. The reasons why and the
solutions need to be more drawn out. World Bank did the original damage, first with
ill-advised export-orientation of former colonies before people were able to stand on
their own feet, and then with the introduction of structural adjustment — deviously
pushed by an interim government in Pakistan that did not have the authority to do so,
in the early 80s.

What is astounding is that no elected government to date has put a stop to what re-
mains an outrageous violation of human rights —slashing budgets for health, education
and other vital areas, using this ‘saved’ money to repay ill-advised, odious interest-
bearing loans. It revealed World Bank and IMF long ago to be cut-throat loan sharks,
hardly development banks, worse than any commercial bank. There’s no dearth of
shocking documentation of the systematic destruction of economies through World
Bank/IMF’s interventions, no less criminal than the governments they’ve corrupted.
Just because parliamentarians don’t read or don’t want to know, doesn’t mean women
do the same.

Among the rural poor, women grow and process, cook and serve most food. But
they don’t necessarily get to eat what they grow. And they don’t really get enough of
what they need to eat. They may not be paid for their work, or underpaid, and may
have to buy part or all of their food. This situation could be entirely or consi derably
resolved by rights to land, whether through recognized and declared rights to the com-
mons — community lands — in their respective areas, for growing food collectively;
or through usufruct rights to land which once existed in South Asia and many other
countries, K

The moment women have such access to land, non-transferable and unable to be
seized by the husband or other male member, multiple purposes are served. Although
an acre for every woman would be ideal, even a quarter-acre would do to give her
and her family food security, self-employment, secure shelter (since they would
be living on it) — provided rights and protections are upheld by the government.
The same could and should apply to urban areas which have been damaged by over-
urbanisation and urban sprawl, which have only increased the cost of living rather
than over-expanded markets benefiting the consumer. Some countries have already
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OPINION

BY FAISAL BARI

Women and work

Can a country afford to under-utilise resources and still perform economically?

AFTER she graduated, Sobia was not allowed to
work. She was told that she had to get married. Her
parents felt that if she started working, people
would feel that the family's economic problems
had forced Sobia into it and this would affect her
marriage prospects.

But, in the couple of years she waited to be wed:
ded, her pareats did allow her to do all sorts of
diploma courses so that she cvuld keep husy, She
got training as @ beautician.

Sobia did get married. She had two children in
the firstfve years, But then hee relationship broke
down, Her husband became interested in sameone
else and contracted a second marriage, divorcing
Sobia thereafrer,

By this time, Sobia’s father was no more, so she
could not move back to her parents! place. In
her [ate 205, Sobia wasa single mother of two, and
had no source of income or physical assets 1o her
name.

Hereducation and training as a beautician came
in handy. She got a job at a local beauty parlour,
She rented a coupte of roms near the parlour and
shifted there, put her children in schoo and
started working 12:15 hours a day to make enough
to survive, Sobia has been working at the parlour
for a few years now.

She feels she cannot make more money by con
tinuing to be an employee. She has been investing
in her skills by learning whatever she can, on the
Job, about the beauty parlour business, Ske fecls
she could open and manage her own parlour and
could do a good job of it. This would give her the
opportunity for the growth that she needs, and it
would also allow hera higher income — something
she desperately needs to improve her standard of
living, the quality of education she can provide for
her children and for ensuring some build-up of a
sayings cushion,

She does not have any capital, money or assets
shie could pledge to raise investment for her par
lour. She feels, given her skill level, that the busi
ness isk is nol too high. She has approached,
through some of her contacts, a few banks, for
expluring the possibility of a loan. But even for the
relatively small loan she needs, she has been told
thit she needs to offer collateral or pet some cred-
ible personal guarantees in place hefore any bank
would become interested.

She does not have physical collateral 1o offer,
and her skills/reputation are not considered to he
collateral by lenders in Pakistan, She does not
have people who could guarantee her loan with
their assets or personal guarantee, The typical
microcredit Inan is just too small to be of any
utility,

She s stuck. The job gives her barely enough to
manage her household. By the fourth week of
every month, she is almost always out of money.
She has not had  break from work for a long time
3 she cannot afford not to work. And even withall
this, she has not been able to save anything.

Esen the smallest of shocks seads her into a tail-
spin, When her daughter got chicken pox, the bills
from the doctors were significant, More impor-
tantly, Sobia had to take a few days off from work.
This was not taken well by her employer and her
salary was docked for the days she missed. She
had to borrow money from 2 neighbour to make it
through that month. And given the lack of slackin
her budget, even this small loan taok her manths
to repay. When her son broke his arm and needed
siurgery, it was a nightmare: a year later, she was
still in debt.

Her worst nightmare is a shack that affects her,
She has had two children, s in her late 30s now,
but she has not been to a doctar far vears, even for

anormal check:up. She s & bit overweight (hasno

time for exercise), eats poarly, has bad teeth (has
not been to a dentist in 15-0dd years), and is over-
worked and stressed all the time. How long can her
health hold out? What happens if she has to take
time off? Or has to spend on her own health? It will
spell disaster for the household,

More and more women are getting educated in,
Pakistan, and some data is indicating that at sec:
ondary and even university level women are out:
performing men academically. But, at the same
time, fewer women are entering the workforce.
Female workforce participation, for Pakistan, is
estimated in 17-20pc range. Bear in mind the con-
trast: in Bangladesh, female participation rates
are around 40pc.

Alot of children never get the opportunity to go
to school in Pakistan. But, even of those who go,
and even of the small numbers who are able to pro-
ceed to postsecondary level, we are allowing too
many of them, mostly women, to not even enter the
workforce. Can a country afford to under-utilise
resyurces and potential at this scale and still he
able to perform economically?

Access to resources, physical or human, in our
economy is based on who you are born to, and what
sort of resources your ancestors acquired. If you
are a part of the elite, the probability that you will
continue to be in the elite 13 high,

However, if you were one of the masses, it is
quite unlikely you will achieve major economic/
social mobility. And, instead of opening up, the
last two decades seemn to have teduced opportunt-
ties for mohility even more. If you add the gender
angle to this, the story becomes almost tragic: can
the Sobias of Pakistan heve any hope?

The writer s 2 senior research feflow af the nsitute of
Development and Ecanomic Altematives and an
associale professor of economics af LUMS, Latore.

Dawn — Margh 27. 2015
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“Poverty has a woman’s Face”

- b 3

Hajra, Khatija and Sakina: three friends and neighbours living in Karachi’s
Lyari area. Hajra lives alone with her three daughters: her husband left her when
the youngest child was merely six months old, because she couldn’t give birth to
a son. Khatija’s husband is as good as absent: he’s a drug addict. Survival, with
a little daughter and a son, is one terrifying day after another. She lives in dread
that her son may adopt the same path as his father. Sakina is divorced, without
support from her former husband. She continues working to support her chil-
dren; they’re not yet at the age where they could start earning a living.

Hajra and her friends are just a few of the millions of Pakistani women whose lives
are constrained by extreme poverty. Studies, and even just observation, frequently high-
light women’s disproportionately high representation among the country’s poor. As Dr
Mahbub ul Haq once put it, “Women have been reduced to economic nonentities.”

Globally, poverty remains a challenge: the World Bank estimates that 1.29 billion
people live in absolute poverty; the sad fact is that about 70 per cent of them are wom-
en. In Pakistan, it is no different, but without a national census, it isn’t even possible to
gauge the correct picture. Poverty is difficult to quantify: the methodology used by the
government has been challenged by the World Bank and the UNDP, while independent
organisations consider poverty to be above 28.3pc.

However, according to the Human Development Index, 2009, 60.3pc of Pakistan’s
population lives on $2 per day. According to Unesco, 71pc of eligible girls did not
attend secondary school in 2009. Gender discriminatory practices shape poverty: as



expected, more women are at the suffering end. They suffer poverty of opportunities
far more than men. Poverty gives rise to social powerlessness and political disenfran-
chisement, and these add to the vulnerability of the poor.

The reasons for such high poverty levels are several: corruption, illicit capital flight,
debt and loan conditionalities, high defence expenditures, and now, extremism. Those
are the general ones.

To quote Tahira Abdullah, “Poverty has a woman’s face.” Women face the triple
burden of child-bearing, child rearing, and domestic unpaid labour; they have been
denied opportunities for growth, are without access to adequate healthcare, education
or income, and simultaneously forced to live in the ti ght bind of culture and tradition.

Their poverty is multidimensional; not only of lack of income, but also of nutrition
and health; they are denied education and the ability to earn an adequate income, their
vulnerability prevents them from advancing their innate capabilities. To add to that,
gender biases and patriarchal/misogynist mindsets permeate every aspect of their lives.
Living with discrimination and gender-based violence is a daily reality for many.

Poverty levels in the country have crept upwards and are considered to be among
the highest in South Asia. Unfortunately, the Planning Commission does not reveal
the exact data on female poverty. Women bear the brunt of appallingly high socio-
economic disparities; their poverty extends from the small and large denials within the
home to the wider denials they experience in the commun ity. Often they’re not even
recognised as heads of households; their labour in the agricultural sector is largely
unremunerated; they remain exploited, deprived of income.

The Economic Survey of Pakistan barely acknowledges their presence and their
contribution — the female labour force participation rate is the lowest in the South
Asian region. A survey by Yasir Amin (in Economistan, April 12, 2012) noted that
women’s contribution to the labour force had actually shrunk from 33pc in 2000 to
21pec in 2011,

The risks of increasing poverty grow in parallel with the number of women-headed
households. Single mothers are at highest risk, as are their children, who are likely
to be deprived of adequate schooling and nutrition. Like most women, they have no
alternative to poorly paid, informal employment.

Itis no surprise that women are over-represented among the country’s poor; discrim-
ination against them exists at all levels, within the family, with its unequal gendered
division of responsibilities and labour, inequality in access to healthcare, to schooling,
to social protection. Tradition ordains that their mobility be restricted.

Unsurprisingly, few poor women have hope of escaping this poverty as there are so
many odds stacked against them. Despite laws that favour them, even richer women
are regularly denied land inheritance by emotional coercion, forced marriage and even
by ‘marriage’ to the Quran.

The current political situation prevailing in the country presents a mixed picture
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for women’s progress and development. On the one hand, there are several forward-
looking laws and amendments, widespread provision of safety nets like the Benazir
Income Support Programme and increased school enrolment for girls. On the other
hand is the snail’s pace at which the bureaucracy moves to implement those laws. Then
again, there’s society’s stubbornly “eyes shut’ attitude to women’s rights and progress,
the lack of recognition that women’s progress requires an acceptance of their constitu-
tionally guaranteed equal status as citizens of this country.

If women are to progress and participate effectively in the economy, they must
receive equal education, equal training, in rural and urban sectors and equal dignity
and income. Pakistan cannot achieve progress on the efforts of less than half its

population.

Hilda Saeed. Dawn — April 14. 2013

‘Poverty main cause of
girls’ early marriage’

By Our Correspondent

NAUSHAHRO FEROZE,
Dec 21: About 80 million
girls were forced to get
married in young age due
to poverty in developing
countries, playwright
Fayaz Kalari said while
speaking at a seminar
on ‘role of women in
educating children’ on
Tuesday.

The seminar was held at

the Women’s Elementary
College in Moro.

MrKalari, Ms Sahibzadi
Jaiser, the principal of the
college, and a lecturer, S.
Naseem Memon, delivered
lectures on the topic.

The playwright said
that according to a recent
survey report women
of the Third World felt
insecure in respect of their
children.

He said that honour
killing incidents were
taking place in Sindh due
to involvement of the
feudal class.

The principal of the
college and Ms Naseem
Memon said that a
few women in Sindh
despite family and social
pressures had decided to
play their role to guide
their children,

Dawn — December 22. 2005
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What Pakistani Women Voters Want

KARACHI, Pakistan, May 09 (IPS) - As Pakistan inches closer to the May 11 elec-
tions, and the accompanying heat and dust get even thicker, it is pertinent to stop for a
moment and ask: what do women voters in Pakistan want?

Many rural women in Pakistan have never voted. Credit: Zofeen Ebrahim/IPS

Just three square meals and an education for their children, according to Shabina
Bibi, an unlettered woman in her thirties who lives in a shanty near the Kemari port
in Karachi.

“My husband lost his job last month,” she told IPS, “and for the first time in my
life, I have had to venture out, looking for a job.” A mother of four, she now works as
a domestic in Karachi.

It has taken Bibi - and her husband - tremendous courage to step out of this bound-
ary. The participation of women in Pakistan’s labour force is just 28 per cent, accord-
ing to the World Bank’s World Development Report 2013. Gender roles in this society
are defined very strictly: a woman has to stay home to look after the family, while it’s
the man’s job to go out and provide for them.

There is nothing more that women voters want in this election than to be able to
move beyond the traditional stereotypes and walk shoulder to shoulder with men. No
longer content to be confined to the shadows of home, they want to step out into the
light and participate actively in the public sphere.

[t’s not easy being a woman in Pakistan, said Tahira Abdullah, an Islamabad-based
peace activist. It'’s worse if you occupy the lower rung of the economic ladder, she
added, speaking to IPS from the capital, Islamabad.
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“Women face disproportionately high levels of poverty, work in exploitative labour
conditions, get little or no remuneration, face the double burden of housework and
reproductive responsibility, and are subjected to gender-based violence.”

Abdullah wants to see this changed in these elections and hopes for a more eman-
cipated leadership. “It’s time political parties woke up to the feminisation of poverty
in Pakistan which is resulting in disproportionate misery and injustice for women,”
she said.

However, in a conservative society such as Pakistan’s, that is asking for the moon.
“Most men still believe in their own chauvinism and consider women taking a back-
seat as appropriate to their gender,” said Najma Sadeque, a veteran journalist in Ka-
rachi. “The process would have been faster had we got rid of the feudal system and
fundamentalists.”

There are some 37 million registered women voters in Pakistan, making up 44 per
cent of the country’s 86 million-strong electorate. Another 11 million women are eli-
gible to vote but have not registered.

Women seldom get heard or find leaders on decision-making bodies to carry their
voice.

In addition, their aspirations for their country are often radically different from
men'’s - but these, again, are never articulated.

Women, Islamabad-based gender specialist Naheed Aziz told IPS, are more con-
cerned about day-to-day affairs like food, water, health, sanitation and the welfare of
their children.

“The country a woman wants is one where she is not treated as a secondary citizen,”
said Aziz, “where she can live with peace and dignity, has a say in the affairs affect-
ing her life, and is not subjected to age-old negative socio-cultural traditions; where
her honour and life are not threatened within her home or her community, where she
feels secure, where she and her family members will not be subjected to violence and
exploitation, where the rule of law prevails, and where everyone has equal and equi-
table justice.”

“Women want a welfare state, not a nuclearised security-driven state,” said Abdul-
lah. And, unlike men, who are obsessed with their own selves, their ‘biradari’ (clan),
feudal and tribal politics, women worry about the future of their families.

“Women are inherently peace-loving and envisage a world free of weapons, war
and str_ife," Abdullah said. They prefer lawmakers to devote their energy to solving
the nation’s problems rather than worrying about who to go to war with or how much
money to spend on defence, she added.

Endorsing this sentiment, Sadeque said that women have rarely started or propagat-
ed wars. “There are few Margaret Thatchers among women,” she remarked to IPS.

'Yet, women are the ones affected disproportionately by conflict and disaster situ-
ations, she noted. To help change this, women must be better represented in political




bodies and must have a say on the various issues affecting them.

The Aurat Foundation, an organisation working for the rights of women, has long
been advocating an increase in the representation of women in the national and pro-
vincial assemblies, from 17 per cent to 33 per cent.

The foundation has also asked political parties to hold internal elections for women
and to have specific women-only constituencies, to ensure a level playing field during
elections. None of these recommendations has so far been accepted.

The foundation had, in fact, come out with a handbook of suggestions on women’s
empowerment, for the election manifestos of political parties.

While a few parties included some of the recommendations in their manifestos,
most were “relegated to a separate chapter, without cross-references or linkages to
mainstreaming,” said Abdullah, who co-authored the handbook with Aziz.

Among the suggestions that were included were the repeal of discriminatory legis-
lation against women and /or minorities, action against negative socio-cultural prac-
tices, legislation against domestic violence or violence against women in general, and
giving title deeds to women when allocating land to landless peasants.

A few parties even promised to ban ‘jirgas’ (tribal or village councils), but most of
them hedged and suggested an alternative dispute resolution system under the local
government.

Unfortunately, very few women are members of the manifesto committees oi'polit‘i-
cal parties. “The female to male ratio among those who have helped with party mani-
festo documents is, on average, three females to 20 males,” Aziz said.

What chances do women have, then, of being heard in this election?

They have a long way to go, certainly. Of the 23,079 candidates seeking gengral
seats in the national assembly, only 3.5 per cent are women, according to the Elcct_lo_n
Commission of Pakistan. Political parties refused to acquiesce to the pressure by civil
society to reserve 10 per cent of the spots on tickets for women candidates.

As aresult, only 36 women across Pakistan have been able to secure spots on Fickets
to run for general seats in the national assembly. There are 817 women candidates,
though, who are standing for the 60 seats reserved for women in the national assemb_ly.
In addition, there are 64 women candidates fighting on an independent ticket, outside
of any party affiliation.

What women are doing, however, is getting out into the field and campai gging for
their leaders. Party leaders are “ensuring women'’s participation in their election ra!-
lies through their women’s wings, to garner their votes and nominate them for their
reserved seats,” said Abdullah.

It’s a small, but significant, start.

ZLofeen Ebrahim, Inter Press Service News Agency — May 9. 2013

fOPOTOONOONPOOCONQCOCROCROEOOPORGS

= ]

QOQQOOOUOUOUUUUUU\’OOQUO

€

1

001

When mothers eat t

Fe

<= 3

e B R
EE 9
o “

g o »
T R
B2
_C:Cﬁ
O = =4
LG
~ g &

breastfeeding their
babies like they

used to

WAIT: Thari women stand in a queue with prescriptions in front of a medical officer.
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HOPE: A Thari mother, with

women are unaware of the dura-
tion that their children should be

breastfed.

to coliect her bag of food. rHomo: aancr AR

opment Society (HANDS) have

observed a change in breastfeed-
ing trends in Tharparkar, Ac-
cording to a survey conducted

by HANDS, there were 39 per

Najma gave birth to Ghulam
Siddique four days ago. She is

Clad in a ghagra that swirls as

currently admitted in a private

she walks, she presents a colour-

clinic in Tehsil Chachro, dis-

trict Tharparkar. “I cannot feed

18

ful sight, unlike her often colour-

in point

Nazeeran, a 29 year old, mother
to a four month old baby Shakeel

Ahmed in the village Nasrullah
Sand of Tharparkar. “It has been

Another case

less life. Her arms are covered
in white bangles worn almost

cent women breastfeeding their
babies before the drought calam-

my baby. 1 cannot produce milk
for my infant,” shared Najma,

sounding frustrated. She trav-

up to her shoulders, a mark that

ity, which has reduced to 28 per
cent. “The main reasons are mal-

she is married. But the arms of
Najma Chandio are much too

elled from her village Rawatsar
to Chachro, a distance of 80 kilo-

three months since I breastfed my
son. This is because of less milk.

nourishment, poverty and lack of
awareness,” said Dilip Kumar,
Acting General Manager of the

health department at HANDS.
According to him, a lot of the

thin; her skin is shrivelled more
than it should be for a 28 year

meters, to get to the private clinic

for treatment.

then. “He is always éranky and

I cannot feed him properly.” The
infant has fever every now and

Health and Nutrition Devel-

old woman. She shows signs of

malnutrition.
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54 million women need
adequate food to survive

Islamabad: While we celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day today (Thursday),
estimates and simulations show that over
54.6 million women in Pakistan are in
dire need of adequate food and the re-
quired nutrition as almost 48.6% of the
country’s 187.3 million population (July
2011 estimates) is reported to have been
food insecure, 60% of which are women.

The FIAN International (Pakistan
Chapter), housed at the Journalists for
Democracy and Human Rights (JDHR)
here, demands of the government of Pak-
istan to strengthen its efforts to realise
women’s right to adequate food at a time
when women in rural and peri-urban ar-
eas are bearing the brunt of food insecu-
rity and poverty fuelled after the 2010-11
floods in parts of the county, says a press
release.

According to the UN, 925 million
people across the world were chronically
hungry, 60 per cent of them are women.
“Women's right to food is still one of the

A WOMAN und her daughter pash 2 hand curt lowdod with the hark tarn off the trees 10 wse as el in the cold in Murree— mbine
Dawn — April 6. 2008

most violated rights in the world, said
Flavio Valente, secretary general of the
International Human Rights Organisa-
tion, fighting for the right to food.

In a statement, presented by FIAN to
CEDAW, women explained their situa-
tion: “Often we do not know what we will
eat and feed our children the next day.
‘When we eat we have to be limited to one
snack per day, which only consists of rice
or noodles. Lack of access and availabil-
ity of adequate food, insufficient protein
or vitamins affects our health, learning
ability of our children and our capacity
to work.”

“Monitoring and mechanisms to
achieve state accountability must pro-
ceed with an understanding of the need
for overcoming the specific barriers of
discrimination and structural violence
that women face when attempting to ful-
fil their human right to adequate food,”

concludes Flavio Valente.
The News — March 8. 2012
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Ata for women education
to cut poverty

ISLAMABAD, Feb 19:
Minister Incharge Sci-
ence and Technology Prof
Attaur Rahman has said
investment in science and
technology is one of the
strongest weapons to com-
bat illiteracy among the
women of South Asia.

“The government with
the assistance from Unes-
co is launching major proj-
ects to improve literacy
rate among women. Their
financial status will also
improve through popular-
ization of science in rural
areas,” he said while inau-
gurating the second work-
shop of the sub-regional
network of non-formal
scientific education and
popularization of science
on Thursday.

The seminar titled
“Empowering adolescent
girls to become the agent
of social transformation in
South Asia” was organized
by the Pakistan Science
Foundation (PSF), Unesco
and Isesco.

“Science education for
adolescent girls is impera-
tive for breaking poverty
cycle. However, South
Asian governments have

paid insufficient attention
to education and training
of women.

Due to gender discrimi-
nation, women from less
privileged classes of soci-
ety have not been able to
contribute in mainstream

development activities,”
Prof Ata stated.
Emphasising  quality

education, he said, “the
science and technology
element of these projects
include development of
various programmes for
providing technical and
basic formal and non-for-
mal science education to
adolescent girls™.

He said projects were
being launched that would
enable rural communi-
ties to utilize scientific
know-how to solve their
problems and maximize
agricultural  production,
protect environment, con-
serve water and prevent
diseases.

He suggested initia-
tion of cross-sectoral and
cross-boundary preventive
programmes to empower
women. Dr Farid A. Ma-
lik, Chairman PSF, said il-
literacy and poverty were

two major concerns of de-
veloping countries.

“Science and technol-
ogy is the best weapon
of choice to tackle this
major concern. The gov-
ernments, however, have
failed to take adequate
steps to use S&T for eco-
nomic uplift.”

Prof D. Balasubramani-
an, Director of Research,
Hyderabad Eye Research
Foundation, India, be-
lieved that cooperation be-
tween South Asian coun-
tries was the best solution
to break the poverty cycle
of women.

Terming adolescent
girls agent of change, Is-
esco representative Renee
Clair said they planned to
bring quality education to
the doorsteps of people to
make effective contribu-
tions in socio- economic
development.

Unesco representative
Ingeborg Brienes said
world community had
failed to meet the needs
of people. They had failed
to deliver the essentials
required for healthy up-
bringing of children, she
added.
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Ms Brienes said fig-
ures of illiteracy touched
alarming rates in South
Asia. She stressed that
governments must invest
in education using science
and technology as a ve-

In Srch of Life:

hicle for economic growth
and for improving quality
of life.

“Unesco believes that
it is unacceptable to allow
gaps between the haves
and the have-nots. It is

high time we took steps to
abolish poverty similar to
the ones taken to eliminate
apartheid and slavery.
Representatives from Ban-
gladesh and Nepal also at-
tended the programme.

?

Jamal Shahid, Dawn — February 20, 2004
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Why the ‘feminization’ of poverty happened:
Men designed culture and economies that way!

It has probably got something to do with the male psyche or genes or an invariable
kind of conditioning that is as old as hills. There was once a belief that poor men
treated their womenfolk better because they understood the pains of poverty. Not nec-
essarily.

[t came as a shock that this poor man regu-
larly hired out his family as a work gang to
zamindars or middlemen. Not quite forty, he
is usually found in a horizontal position, not
even sitting up to talk to the visitors. He never
exerts himself. His wife, older children, sister
and mother do all the work. He just collects
the payment from the contractor. Nor would
he reveal how much he’s paid. Was it per
worker? Or a lump sum for all? Family members received nothing directly, nor would
they dare ask.

What if they demanded it of him? When a couple of them were taken aside and
asked. They were scandalized. Such things were not done. They would get beaten,
maybe thrown out of the family. Where would they go then? They would be ostracized
by the community. He was the head of the family, and what he said, goes. His qualifi-
cation for such an elevated status? He was a MAN. A woman was nothing without the
‘protection’ of a man (even if the woman had to earn her keep?)

Men who employ them find this arrangement perfectly ‘normal’ and advantageous.
Women get half-wages or less for the same work; children are just family ‘helpers’,
their productivity not counted. The man ensures they work satisfactorily, so no su-
pervisor is needed, Maintaining the subordinate position of women is an unspoken
understanding.

In the rural interior, one finds countless such gypsy-like landless families moving
from farm to farm seasonally to earn their living. The men work too - but not all. There
are good guys and bad guys; the problem is that the bad guys who are aggressive and
have no scruples about using unwarranted and excessive force, always have the upper
hand, especially if they have guns. The good guys treat their female family members
well, but lack the guts to take a stand against bad guy behaviour.

That explains a lot about the state of our society, politics and governance. There are
also countless cases of educated wives who are sought as wives for less qualified men,
so that they can earn and support the husband and family better.

Women sometimes raise the issue of wage gaps between male and female workers.
The “experts’ and decision-makers, mostly male, employers or government servar_lts,
have the same biased mindset. They neatly evade identifying the gender of those guilty
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of practicing and perpetuating inequality. They understand
one another. They may be willing to give women some
latitude. But somewhere they draw the line. Women, they
believe, are not really equal to men because they are bio-
logically made that way. Or they are not quite ‘ready’ or
evolved to be equal.

It is not just in our country or region. It is a global state
of affairs.

70 per cent of the world’s poor are women. The UN
finds that women “earn only 10 per cent of the world’s income and own less than one
per cent of the world’s property.” This, in spite of women putting in two-thirds of the
world’s total working hours. They also produce over half the world’s food but get to
cat the least of it. It all boils down to discrimination and exploitation, easy against the
physically weaker.

Have women always been the poor majority? Not according to archaeological and
anthropological research. Contrary to our impressions which we get from what we see
and read, women actually did not get the wrong end of the stick for most of history.
Certainly gender differences greatly determined the kind of work taken up, but every-
one’s work was equally valued and viewed as complementary.

Ironically enough, the problem began with material improvements and quality of
life, when ‘progress’ and affluence came for some - but not for all. The stronger used
force or deviousness, or both, to appropriate control over resources. Leaders intro-
duced private property for themselves and its inheritance, often exclusively for male
heirs. They could employ disadvantaged people without choice, for their services.

The captives of conquest and ethnic or re-
ligious or other discriminated groups became
slaves, and they and their children became the
property of their masters. The status of women
was demoted to being the ‘weaker sex’; they be-
came the property of fathers and husbands, and
subordinate to all males, Often, even women
from well-off families could not own property
or have legal rights.

Feudalism and monarchy became the stepping stone to future capitalism. It was
easy enough to invent racial, reli gious, biological or other reasons with which to jus-
tify woxr}en’s dependence and ‘inferiority’ to men as being part of the ‘natural order’.
As unpaid or least-paid labour, women became poorer and poorer.

0.ver time slavery was no longer economically worthwhile, even where legal. Slaves
required guarding, feeding and maintaining, which cost the employer time and money.
It transpired that it was cheaper to use them as ‘free’ wage-labour and let them bear the
responsibility for their own survival. This held particularly true during early capitalism.



When factory production came about in the west, millions of poor women were
forced into the highly exploitative wage-based labour market, There were many jobs
that men and women could do equally well. But because women were docile and could
be paid less for the same work they were preferred as workers, Because they were des-
perately in need, they accepted what was offered rather than not get the job at all, not
least because they had to support children and family, often as sole breadwinners.

Things haven’t changed much since then. Globally, on an average, women earn
half as much as men for the same work and productivity; in some countries a third or
fourth. On top of that, unpaid chores designated ‘women’s work’ - cooking, cleaning,
washing, housework, carrying water over distances, fuel gathering - constitute be-
tween a quarter to half their labour, which means working even longer hours alongside
paid work.

In earlier societies, it was understood that all of nature’s en-
dowments - especially land, water bodies, forests, wild plants
and minerals - came free, and therefore everyone was entitled
to a fair share or its equivalent for survival. But when some
groups or rulers appropriated and claimed exclusive owner-
ship of natural resources under any pretext such as ‘divine
right’, the dividing line between the rich haves and the poor
have-nots became sharply delineated. People became even
poorer when denied access to land on which they grew their
food and got a surplus for sale.

So violation of natural rights began long ago, first with the
violation of women’s rights. They suffered discrimination
and violation in the home, the workplace as well as in public spaces.

With capitalism came heightened violation of human rights. As far as today’s
economists, planners, political representatives, statisticians and other ‘experts’ are
concerned, ‘work” applies only to those activities that get paid for, although without
women’s housework and child-rearing, men would not be able to take women’s home
services for granted to be able to go out to work.

Even today, women working outside the home are expected to continue being the
primary care providers at home. Those who can afford nannies are exceptions. Glob-
ally, most working women work ‘double shift’, paid for farm or factory work, but
without any remuneration for housework. Raising children who have special needs,
costs money, and for most families, two incomes are necessary. Women work to cover
all or most of that cost, while earning proportionately less. When only one income
comes from the male, it means the needs of the woman and children get less served,
contributing to the feminization of poverty.

At the cost of low-paid and exploited women factory workers, Asia’s export in-
dustries have done extremely well over the past decades, especially in textiles and
clothing. Most are contract workers who are permanently ‘temporary’. A look inside
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Pakistan’s barred factories and export-processing zones, if one can sneak in, would be
very revealing.

According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), women earn between
50 per cent and 96 per cent of men’s wages depending on the country. Most women’s
jobs are found at the lowest levels, where wages are lowest and there is no job security.
These include factory jobs, and home-based work, referred to as the informal sector
which is not subjected to labour regulations and inspection, so that the women are
exploited at will.

This is not confined to South countries - even in Northern industrialised countries,
between 65 and 90 per cent of all ‘part-time’ workers are women. “This cycle of pov-
erty cannot be broken until women receive fair wages,” states TLO.

One-third of the world’s total factory workers are women - that’s over 60 million
women. Not that the World Bank and IMF care, but the ILO is among many global
institutions confirming that economic hardships in the South are caused by structural
adjustment programmes. Prices rise, and wages lose purchasing power. When em-
ployers seek to cut corners and find opportunity, men workin g in the formal sector are

replaced by ill-paid women as contract workers. Women have made no progress in the
past decade.

If you think discrimination doesn’t happen to well-educated, highly-paid women
professionals in the west, think again. An interesting story comes from Bloomberg,
the international business news agency. In 1998, a woman manager in a multinational
corporation received an anonymous note. All it stated was her monthly income along
with the pay of three men doing the same job, all of who started to work the same time
she did 19 years ago. But all the men were earning much more than she was - between
1510 40 per cent more. That really hurt. She raised a stink which all came out in her

2012 book, titled, ‘Grace and Grit: My Fight for Equal Pay and Fairness at Goodyear
and Beyond’,

An award winning labour economist at Comnell University found that in USA,
WOMmEN, on an average, earned 77 per cent of what men did. It was better than the 60
per cent they eained in the fifties, but it still wasn’t fair,

So it really must have something to do with the male psyche or genes or an invari-
able kind of conditioning ...

Najma Sadeque, The News — November 8. 2015
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Report 2011

Teenage girls turning suicide e |
-

into a solution for poverty,
uncertain future: HRCP

Floods
exacerbated
an already
challenged
human rights
scenario

By Our Correspondent
KARACHI

To escape from poverty
or an uncertain future,
teenager girls in Kara-
chi are turning towards
the option of ending
their lives, said the Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan in its
annual report, ‘State of
Human Rights in 2011°
released on Wednes-
day.

Everyday around five
to six teenage suicide at-
tempts are taking place
in the city.

Last year, around
1,153 people attempted
suicide across Pakistan
and 2,131 were suc-
cessful.  HRCP cites
data from the National

Poison Control Centre
in Karachi which re-
ceives five or six cases
in which people have
deliberately tried to in-
gest poison to end their
lives. About 60% of
all reported cases are
of teenage girls whose
families do not want to
register the cases as at-
tempted suicide.

HRCP  Chairperson
Zohra Yusuf said that
young women are com-
mitting suicide because
they are unable to cope
with the pressure of
everyday life. “Fac-
tors such as poverty
and forced marriage are
making young women
commit suicide,” she
said.

Law and order

Apart from deliberate
self harm, around 1,715
people were killed in
Karachi last year, mak-
ing it the most violent
city of the country. Four

months, from May to
August, were the dead-
liest because of ethnic,
sectarian and political
violence and 906 people
were killed. July was
the deadliest month of
2011 as 355 people lost
their lives. Kidnappings
in Karachi went up with
125 cases reported — the
highest in the decade.

Women and children

Out of the 943 honour
killings reported across
Pakistan, the majority
of cases were in Sindh.
But there has been a
downward trend of do-
mestic violence here.

Around 2.4 million
children were affected
by the floods in Sindh,
and 30% are malnour-
ished, said the HRCP.
Out of 15 child marriag-
es in Pakistan, five were
reported from Sindh. In
Karachi, around 32,000
children are living on
the streets.

The Express Tribune — March 29, 2012
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& Dehitorial
The poverty
trap

overty, and all that cornes with it, is perhaps
the biggest issue our country faces. It is also
a fact that women suffer worst as a result of
deprivation, standing last in the line within
farnilies to receive education, medical care
—and food. The disparity in the division

of resources on the basis of gender has been pointed out

in numerous reports, corning in from local and interna-

tional groups.

Civen the lack of attention the issue has received at
home, it is good to see parliamentarians showing some
degree of interest in the matter. Awareness raised within
the assemblies could help matters, by bringing key issues
to the top of the priority list. At a discussion and lobbying
session on ‘gender-responsive budgeting (GRB)’ mecha-
nisms in Pakistan organised recently by Human Capital
Management Institute (HCMI) and Noor Pakistan in
collaboration with Evidence and Learning Based Learning
Alliance (ELLA) to create awareness about gender gap
challenges, parliamentarians from four major political
parties said that women and girls in rural areas lagged far
behind men in terms of human development and gender
empowertnent,

MNAs from the PPP and the PTI both emphasised the
need to educate men about the problem and sensitise
them to the matters involved, This, of course, is impor-
tant, but what is also crucial is that we take a look into
the future, and recognise that the continued deprivation
of women would be a disaster for our nation. The need is
to begin a process of change now. This can happen only
Py giving v/omen a higher status in society — notably
In districts where they face the worst discrimination.
‘Ihed:spa:itymthisrespectisalsoverymarked: If the
resource gap for wornen is to be narrowed, they need to be
Blven greater powers and a say in decision-making. There
dre many factors that hold this back, We must hope more
such initiatives on the line of the present one can be taken
to alter the situation we face today and grant women a

| Tmore equitable role in society. They deserve this.
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International Widows’ Day:

Alone and dependent

Long-term solutions
are needed to help
widows become
economically
empowered.

ISLAMABAD: While the
new government brings in
the good news of a 10%
increase in the budget for
widows of pensioners, this
in essence only provides
temporary financial relief
to these women. The real
and much needed solution
liesin coming up with ways
that help Pakistani widows
of both government and
non-government sector
stand on their own feet.

From one man to
another

With widowhood being
a stigma in a conservative

society, women who
are widows are still
considered ‘unlucky’.

Society does not have an
inclusive attitude when it
comes to the remarriage of
widows. This exacerbates
the economic struggle of
widows.

Widows are often
remarried into the same
family, either the younger
brother of the husband or

the cousin, and these are
women who have never
been empowered at any
stage. “It’s like giving
the control of her life
from one man to another
without being given a
choice,” said Farzana Bari,
human rights activist and
professor at the Quaid-
e-Azam University.
Once a woman loses
her husband, either her
brother-in-law or father-
in-law starts controlling.
“These women are never
made to believe that they
are self-sufficient,” said
Bari. This lack of self-
reliance translates into an
economically dependent
mindset  that  stifles
creativity and subdues
empowerment.

Lack of self-reliance

translates into
an economically
dependent mindset
that stifles creativity
and subdues
empowerment

In  Bari’s  opinion,

Pakistan does not have
a well-defined policy
for women  because
women here generally
get married at an early
age and are dependent

€

<
e

on their husbands. If a c
woman loses her husband
she not only suffers from
economic hardship but
also finds it extremely
difficult to adjust socially.
“Most women are not
prepared for employment
due to cultural restraints,
lack of education, skill
and experience. Hence a g
woman losing her husband
suffers from great turmoil G
in a conservative society =
such as ours,” she said.
’ =
Even with the increase G
in budget, the ones who
get support seem less c
than  satisfied. “Even
with the 10%increase in c
budget, the amount is not
sufficient enough,” said
a government employee,
also a widow of a
government employee, on
condition of anonymity.
In her opinion, although
the government gives
family pension which
includes perks such as free
education for childrenupto
18 years of age, free health G
facilities at a government
hospital, allotment of plot, ‘
employment for the wife
and children of deceased 6
government servants,

Still not enough?

|
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yet the amount given is
not enough in this era of
inflation.

Long-term solutions

While the government
does have a policy and
budget for widows of
government  employees,
the new government’s
policies in this regard
seem charity-centric,
but ignore a sustained
development  approach.
Financial stipends may
help widows temporarily,
but the ultimate aim should
be to help them stand on

their own feet. “What the
budget is offering is within
the framework of charity,
rather than empowering
them,” said Bari.

“Widows do not get
exemption of property
tax. Although there are
very few of those who
have property to begin
with, it is still important,”

said activist Rakshanda
Parveen.
Widows of the non-

government sector

“All widows go through

similar personal problem,
when they lose thei
husband. However S0cig,
economic challenges ci\
vary,” said Bar, addin 5
that “those that get SUppoy,
from the government an,
better off than those wh“
do not get anything at all s,
Beneficiaries of deceaseq
f;.mph:ayeerE
still manage f0 makg
ends meet; it is the non_
government sector thi\t
needs to come Up Wit}]

better solutions.

5§

government

Maha Mussadaq. The Express Tribune — June23. 2013
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Impact of food crisis on women

THE impact of food
crisis on Pakistan has been
deep for the poor people,
specially ~women. In-
creased workload at home
and on agricultural farms,
as well as stress and pres-
sure by men to cut back
family food consumption,
has severely affected the
health of women and chil-
dren.

As a result, most of
them are suffering from
malnutrition.Due to food
shortage and price hike,
families are compelled to
pull their children out of
schools so that they can
serve as additional earn-
ing hands for the family or
share the family’s work-
load in agricultural fields
or other work.,

Economic hardship has
increased tension within
families leading to quar-
rels, domestic violence
and even suicide or has
been weakening the fam-
ily system.

Across the world, wom-
en play significant roles as
producers and providers of
food and nutrition while
their contribution to the
economy and household
survival is immense.

In fact, our prevalent
social system contributes

to marginalisation of and
discrimination against
women in more ways than
one.

In Pakistan the food
crisis has created a criti-
cal situation for women
and children. Overload of
work at home and then
hard work at farms harshly
tell upon the health of the
ill-fed women and chil-
dren.

Moreover, the econom-
ic crisis has led to rise in
the crime rate, as well as
to domestic violence, sui-
cide, etc.

All over the world
women participate, along
with men, in all economic
activities whether at home
or on the farm or in fac-
tories or in offices but
unfortunately in Pakistan
the gender discrimina-
tion stands in the way of
women.

To address the eco-
nomic crunch faced by the
women in Pakistan, the
government has launched
a new programme called
‘Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) in the
federal budget for 2008-
09.

An amount of Rs34bn
will be given to the poorest
of the poor under the BISP.

The amount will later be
raised to Rs50bn. Under
the programme, cash grant
of Rs1,000 per month will
be given to each qualify-
ing household, through
banks and post offices.

The government is also
distributing  agriculture
land among poor women
peasants/haris.

The decision was taken
at a meeting chaired by
the Sindh chief minister.
According to the decision,
deserving poor women
will be selected through
open kutcheris to be held
across the province.

The first phase of dis-
tribution of land has been
started with Thatta district
and each poor hari woman
will get at least 25 acres of
cultivable land. Distribu-
tion of such land will soon
start in other districts. A
total of 64,717 acres ar¢
cultivable and readily
available for distribution
to poor women.

The government is
also seriously consider-
ing various legistations in
the country to improve the
lot of the women. In the
Sindh Assembly my three
bills on women issues,
i.e. Sexual Harassment at
Workplace Bill; Domestic

S0t NEONLAOCOCOLCROCOEONES®NEOGO
PV VPV IVVROQWVWPWWNWNWNMNPWPOWVIVIVLDIVIDY

Violence against Women
and Children Bill and Acid
Burn Bill, are under con-
sideration.

All our efforts to pro-
tect women’s rights, en-
hance their economic

expertise and secure their
social standing are in the
way Benazir Bhutto want-
ed them to proceed in the
country as well as in the
world, without any fear or
favour. It’s a long journey

https://globalchristianvoice files.wordpress.com/2014/07/protest.jpg

fraught with great dangers
but destined to succeed in
the end.

HUMERA ALWANI

Member, Sindh Provincial

Assembly Thatta
Dawn — February 4, 2009




Poverty, malnutrition main causes
of growing maternal deaths

Skeva Kivax

ISLAMABAD- Poverty, fow hit-
eracy, malnounshment, mad-
equate health services and pender
discrimination sre main cavses of
death among women during preg:
nancy related complications,
health experts said.

“Over 80 per cent of deaths
occur due to hemorrhage, eclamp-
sia, sepsis. ruptured uterus and
abartion and that 15 a proof of in-
adeguate maternal health in our
society,” said Prof Dr Surrava
Jaffery, Chairman National Forum
for Maternal Health while tafking
to Pakistan Observer here.

“Thousands of women suffer
from temporary or permancat dis-
ability. Lifetime nsk of maternal
deaths 1n Paksstan s | i 38 as com-
pared to | in 230 in Sri Lanka, |
5,100 n the United Kingdom and |
106,000 in Sweden,” she said

Dr Jaffery sad, “Young
women face death af the prime
time of thetr lives which are pre.
ventable. These deaths have pro-
found consequences on their chil-
dren who not only deprived of
love and comfort but are more
vuinerable to death and discase

She opined that abowt 25 per

cent of all babies born are of low
birth weight 1.2. less than 2.5 kg
Fvery year an estimated 406,000
500,000 babres are either born
dead or die within the first waek
of their birth and that is a reflec
tion of the nutritional and health
status, and the healthcare avail-
able to the mothers

In this regard, she said skifled
healthcare providers could carry the
mothers safely through pregnaccy
and chaldbirth in their own setinzg
They can deal with the prorlems
and refer them appropriately and
timely for full medical treatment

Discussing role of Tradiional
Burth Attendants { THAs), she sad
it 15 neither necessary tiof possilie
for cach delivery to be attended
by a doctor TBA traming in the
past had no impact.

In Enrope., particularly Swe-
den, even before the advent of
modern technology, profession-
ally trained midwives used to play
roké in reducing maternal morbid-
ity and martality. Todav, 2 mid-
wife 15 the key person providing
maleinal care, she added -

Unfortunately, midwifery is a
neglected profession hiere i Pa-
Kistan, she said adding that there
1 3 critieal nezd for providing

Pakistan

trainifg © competent midwives,
she suid.

Dr laffery said according to
reports, less than 30 per ¢cent
women have access to proper care
while over 55 per cent are
ansermc. Ome third of the fsctat-
ing women &t less than 70 per
cent of the calones recommended
for them Just aver 54 per cent of
the women are fully immunized
apainst tetanus. About 95 per cent
defiveries take place at home are
attended by untrained and tradi-
tional birth attendants (TBAs'ld

[yring three ten-year periods
maternal rgnortahty ratio F;;Mﬂl
has been reported us 899, 710 and
883 respectively at variods hos-
pitals. There are approximately 32
million women in the reproduc-
tive age group 1.e. 15-49 yeam.
Majority of them are poor and not
literate About 4-5 million births
occur anngaily i.e. 8 to 9 babues
are bom every minule.

According 1o WHO, the
UNICEF raports the (MMR )15 es-
timated 1o be 340 while estimates
from other sources range between
300-$30 Report said 0,000 ma-
ternal deaths occur annually 1.6
one woinan dies every 20 minates,
Dr Jaffery sad

bserver — February 8. 200
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‘Actions not Words are Needed to
Enable Women to Progress’

By Moniza Inam Dawn April 14, 2013

Interview with Tahira Abdullah
Question: What are the basic reasons for persistent poverty of Pakistani women?

Answer:
poverty in Pakistan. These include the increasing overall national poverty rates,
of both women and men; rising inflation, food insecurity and unemployment.
A female/male poverty ratio of 3:1, as acknowledged by successive military
dictatorships and civilian elected governments over the past decade and a half, is
shameful and totally unacceptable for a developing country like Pakistan.

Home-based, low-income, urban women workers suffer huge exploitation
from middlemen, contractors and employers; but for rural agricultural women (the
vast majority of women workers in Pakistan), the situation is even worse, as they
do not get paid wages at all, due to being termed as ‘family helpers’ and thus sink
lower into chronic poverty.

Men working in agriculture (known as mazaaras and haarees) are also exploited
by the rich feudal landowners, by being either unpaid serfs/peasants/bonded labour
through generations, or by being paid inadequately in kind, a fractional portion
of the harvested food crop, but women peasants are not paid at all, and have no
control over or access to their spouses’ wages.

Conversely, it is the women who are responsible for the food security of their
immediate and extended family (husband, children, in-laws), as well as for the
triple burden of work: (i) domestic household chores, (ii) economically productive
agriculture, livestock, fisheries and forestry activities, (iii) reproductive functions
of child-bearing and rearing. Women also suffer greater ill-health, anaemia, mal/
under-nutrition, and reproductive health (RH) complications, without access to
free public sector or affordable private sector RH services.

This not only increases the burden of poverty for women, but it also decreases
women'’s productive capacity, as well as increasing their poverty of opportunity
(including lack of education, information, mobility, socio-cultural restrictive norms
and other constraints). This concept was introduced by the eminent Pakistani
economist Dr Mahbub ul Hag, who coined the terms Poverty of Opportunity Index
(POPI), Human Development Index (H DI), Gender Development Index (GDI)
and Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM). Pakistan, regrettably, still does not

Several factors contribute to exacerbate the feminisation of
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fare well on any of these indices.

What practical measures do you suggest to eradicate the high incidence of
poverty in women in the local context?

The lesson to be learnt from the failure of the mala fide, badly conceptualised
and highly politicised Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) is that monthly
charitable handouts do nothing to alleviate poverty — it was simply a meagre
social protection measure to ensure votes in the next elections, and fostered

dependency and beggary.

Long-term poverty eradication measures first require transfer of land to
women for building women's assets ownership in their own name, in order to
increase women’s credit-worthiness and provide collateral for loans for women’s
entrepreneurship.

The incoming governments (both federal and provincial) need to increase and
encourage the private sector to also increase their investments in rural development,
agriculture and agro-based industries, especially food crops (vs cash crops such
as cotton).

Women’s and girls’ education and vocational skills training, in both rural and
urban areas, needs huge investments, in order to increase women’s registration
and eligibility for formal sector employment, trade union membership and labour
benefits, particularly health, children’s education and social security.

It is most important that the government recognise the huge contribution
women are making to the GDP, albeit invisible, unacknowledged and uncounted
in national statistics, due to outmoded and unjust definitions of “labour force”,
which exclude the entire agriculture sector and home-based workers from the
formal, organised sector labour force.

Pakistan is a signatory to the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
and is also a State Party to various UN Conventions, including several at the
International Labour Organisation (ILO), and, inter alia, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and thus must adhere to its binding
international commitments, as well as to the fundamental rights enshnned in the
1973 Constitution of Pakistan.

Itis vitally important that Pakistan ratify the ILO Convention 177 and R-198 to
grant recognition and formal labour status to the millions of home-based workers
(as distinct from domestic staff) in Pakistan.
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It is also vitally important for the federal and provincial govcmm'ents to - 2016 .]ll]y
recognise the huge numbers of de facto women-headed households, to register g, ’ .
them and to grant them formal status, resulting in their eligibility for social security, ) (/—_ R e

membership of the Employees’ Old Age Benefits Institution, health insurance and 1= Wl o [ ([ |
other benefits available to working men registered as household heads. , ‘ o A




Plight of senior
widows

1 kecep reading in these columns
about the difficulties faced by senior
citizens at the national savings cen-
wes. First, 1 do not understand why
when Finance Minister Shaukat Aziz
gives such a rosy picture of our econ-
omy. senor citizens are muade 10 sut-
fer. specially those hike myself who
have to survive on interest alone.
Inflation is going up. medicines on
which most senior citizens live these
day¥s arc geiing very expensive and
iransport lares. etc.. are becoming
unatfordable. -

How does our government expect
senior citizens. wha have no other
income but interest on their savings
certificutes o live upon, 1O SUrvive on
almost half the income, ie, the inter-
est rate tallhing from 16 por cent Lo
almost eight per cent? Is the govem-
ment trying to alleviate poverty or
imncrease il?

Also. the national savings cenires
are small and so crowded that women
like myself who are widows aged 75
and more cannot go alone 1o the ven-
tre, stand in long queucs and then
bring cash all by themselves. What it

mcbody follows someone und robs?
It is so risky.

I would regucst the linance minis-
ter to look into the matter and let at
least all senior citizens invest their
SSCs in their respective banks. where
interest can go siraight into their
accounts and there is no hassle or nisk
of withdrawing the wholc amount and
pulling it in a gank every six months.

A senior widow,
Karach

(\ﬂﬂﬂJ

The Frontier Post — June 6, 2004
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| points Tespeorively over thic pieric
| 20022206 wihereas their emplovment

Umiale and the

Cwee will Tind the

joue. This is basically 4 vicions «

Lo while sorne of thens enpaged

Hina Muneer Haleem

THE Quatd e-Azhm ermplasiscd elim
prrers -and wamen shonld have eqgual
priviteges and opportansies - hace
right o attain cducation snd o take
up protessianal careers whicl tn turn
help to climinate poverty leading the
vountry o march onothie raad 1o
progress wirhs ti ko

Today we claim that we have aban
doned our typ 1 culture whero
woaca were st an ohbhiect, supposed
10 stay at home and leok afrer their
Tamilies. Well 1o cortim extent it is
correct that women have become
carecr onwented and are L different
professions and makimg a remackabile
achievements, right from diplomate
fromr 1o political arena wis-d-ves pudhi-
ciary: banking sad ether professions
Yer, this jouvrney s panfully slow and
must accelerate oo fastooracks o the
wake of rapid global changes.

Economic development demanuls
from o government o be orjented
towards development. The govermment
hax many roles o play and amongst
orhers it piust ideiify prioricy onfr
srructare projects and make the necd
edinfrastricture and zocial services
availablie o the whale population
cepsally for mean apnd women - and aoi
to a few selecied ones.

Wikile the vmemplovmcont rate luas
decreased by B.0 (from 17.3 50 9.3
percent) perceniaye ponnrs, this
decrease in unemploym sev pnedn-
Lates increase in proverty. The statistics
further reveal thiar female cmployinenr
m agriculture and service sect has
decrensed by 3.0 and 1.9 perceontage
4 of

n mdusrrial sector had shown an
mirease of 5.0 proeccviiase proancs ey -
ing rhe same pesiod. It may be
becsuse of rimng tnflation becie tlic
cenaale hove o wWiork and
run thawr famslies a1 respedcoful level.
§owr wotice an urban and rusal areas
: XACE P whic e
worneo are not treated equoally aod are
DOt giveDn MUCh Rportamce 9% ©om -
Pared to men. This in justice leads 1o
any women’s wssues in Pakiscan and
amaug them women poverty |

thar when a girl 15 born in jraor
Hies she pets malpatrition and oo edu:
atron and sometimes hardly gecs
adequate busio education and ol
[muately suffers suffer from poverty. It
iz acceptabile thar i cural areas
Wwomen are poor beciuse they have
Family constramms and arc bounded by
 mmale dogminated xociety and again i
othes smportant cawse is lack of edis
cation. In raral acean girls are Jdiscour -
aged for education and keep them
Saway from schools and in wake of thar
they are not awars of their rigriits angd
otiligations and in tain they are forvced
to work accord to will and wash of
imale members. They have a rar rice
that they work in ficlds almost from
Funrise Lo senset snd et back o
[ home wln_q_r: diorvesric work 13 awaiting
Cthem. This uniust behaviour leads ra
migration of rural women ro citics
where they either congrelled to Toege-
Fing or have to work as mmaids i b

T

wndaw ful activities sl ultionarefy the
cconomy s adversely atfected due to
snch practices, 3

Conn_nu back ro urban arcas the =it
uation s altogether difterent - women
to work and support thewr tamilies bur

ataly. In

, ; and Sindh hivera-
£y rate is below 30 percenc though
il tried ro raise its literacy rate to
100 percent with its campaiga of the
PParha Likba Padjab Sclvemne ™ buart ail
ity waiy.
Acpoinr 1o be aken inta considera
ceorn e thiat the meamng of literacy
wets changed in our country o that
thie Figures could e distorted even
further. Sometinnes they say one who
can tead and write i a lhitervate, while
at times they sav a person who has
reaclird Sth standard is a hitgrate and
Again SonEtimes $1 was believed thar a
person who could calcaiate 15 also
decmed 1o be & literat MNuow, everyone
knows 2+2 = 4, how paziagl
However. the overall literacy rate 35 40
percent aud as a matter of the 100
percent literacy is pot » reality but a
dream in our counntry. It 15 therefore
Bagh tune cluar we should stop dream-
g and rarher suabe efforts o tarm
our dream ineo realiry.

The man and common cause of
poverty is women's lack of sdacation.
Education is the most irmporcant and
wital 1ael, It 18 2 famous sayiug chat
educared women is likeé 2 university: Tr
doxival sirgation that either

proverty or due o poverty Womien
ol por ger education. Moreover,
due to globalisation and advancement
in latest rechnologics womien vourd
ot perform thenr professional tasks
trecause of lack of educarion. which
could mest the reguirements of che
day, In fact traioing and educanon s a
continued process in order to get
awarsness and remain updated wath
sver changing cechnologies.

fiven when governmiefils are trying
to advancsd their countries, the cultural
crnviremnent may be an obstacle 1o
developrnents, ospecially, s our Con
rry Bedsides, coliural oo el
rrrans in the sociey mmay
role of wamen, for example icaving
half of 1 popularion withous oo
presvine o prolitical vighlits and withour
e atron, therebry wide rmannag lali
af the population ia s contribu
wverall developments. D
riehts co women acludimg v
rducation resulls so ancreas
Fler lack of educacion
she has few opticas in the
Iabsouire foree. In these settings womon
often lack basic coopotie secunty and
legal cighrs — when they are widowed
their social gircimstances tarn €ven
psre drvadivel and rhey are left comm-
pletely nprovised wichout hope for
LG pProvernent.

Certainly it is not only the govern-
ment that can handle this issue abl
dlone — especially under the current
glabal roomomee situation, which is
troubiled waters. The collective and
etfective effurta from all levels make
the tug differcnoe.

The poverame

L the NGO™s and
indavidiuals - b is like a triangle and
if this triangle growod crna W can
make good progress in varishing vhe
poverty mmonget the wormen in our
society and the country can march
ahead with faster pace towards eco-
moamic Faras ereby witneasing Jmar-
ing growth i our econaniic aond socal

vors. Ler thux (viangle be made
streong enough before I otHrns into
Besmnda Trianghe.

With concerted effortn we shall be
abile to put Pakastan oo the right path,
as covisioned by o great leader,
Mubammnad Al Jinnah.,

The writer is a student of SZABIST
Fearaeh

The Po. October 27, 2008
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SLAMABAD: 4 girl collecting food for herself
heap of garbage on World Food Day. — APP
The Nation — October 17, 2015
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- poor labourer families are now
.+ Seen begging in different areas of
- the twin cities after losing hope ... _
 [or employment opportunities to :
- make both ends meet.

. Itis generally seen that profes- .
. Sionul women beggars approach
passer<-by especially n commer-
cial wress but an interaction of
 this correspondent with some of

MOTHER'S DAY

’lhe woman and her

 them revealed that financial con.

- strainis coupled with & lack of any |
- source of Livelihoad in the face of
- the unprecedentad price hike have

- compelled these ‘poor sauls’ -
most of them the sole breadwin.

" mers of their families - to adopt |

+ this profession,

: beg-
- gaurs i ove working for hours to |3

earn livelihood, but these days,
- there are no employment oppor-
- tunities and it is really hard to

-._reedmem:msgnm,, ik

divorced woman who got involved
in this profession some months
g0,

- According to critcs, last year
- was one of the worst years for the
- f%“mfmlm' who had to
ace creasing price hike
amid the growing economic re.
cessln despite 3ome Pepeated tal
claims by the democratically
. Bovernment.to provide the
common people with early relief
| worked for two vears in o
pharmaceutical company in Sec.
Aor 19 that M\f hHM me
- raise my children in the absence
of any fiancial spport from my
ihushand. After being removed
from my ob last month, | srug.
- ®ed bard 10 fin out angther gp.
- Portanity but o no avail,” said

708

Samia Akhlag, 8 beggar who is
ustially seen begging in Khayaban-
&-Sir Syed.

Dozens of labourers waiting on
the roadsides for any hirer to
come and offer them work is quite
a common sight, but the presence
of many female workers alony
with those |abourers is & some-
what new phenomenon that indie
:;ts the gm:'ing level of hard-

among the slruggling fami-
lies belonging to the poor strata of
society

Many ‘chappar’ hotels aperat-
ing in the twin cities are often sur-
rounded by groups of women and
children, who get engaged in con-
vineing the ‘arrogant’ owners to
provide them with free fond

R

*It is possible for us to provide
froe of cost food to a Hmited mum-
ber of people, but how ean i be
possible to entertain all the peo-
ple, who come here in bulk every-
day," said Kala Khan, a walter of 2
‘thappar” hotel in Sector G-7,

There are some owners of lo-
cal hotels, who provide two-time
{ree meals to poor people in area
including Peshawar Mor, Aabpara,
Shamsabad and Dhoke Najju, but
it is not enough to meet the re-
quirements of all those who lack
financial resources to spend a nor-
mal life,

The establishment of rehabilj-
tation centres can partially helj.
these poor people where they can
Yearn: various skills helpful in gen-

eraling income, But those who:
have closely monitored the per-
farmane of a handful of rehabil-
tation centres set up in the twin
cities upined thal & comprehen-
sive mechanism 18 needed to en-.
sure that those who attend the of-
fered training programmes pursue
their careers in a befitting manpet. |
“Majortty of the child beggars,
who were picked up for profes-'
slonal training hy some rehabilita-
tion centres cstablished by the
Funjab government in the past,
faled to learn any skill under the
uncongenial environment," said
Muhammad Bashir, who worked
for sometime 8t 8 rehabilitation
centre in Rawalpindi
~ Photo by Navegd Atram

The News — January 11, 2009
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Poverty and gender

38

By Amtul Hafeez

Millennium Development Goals report
2010, almost 35 percent of the population
does not have access to safe drinking

for their paid work.

Almost 79.3 percent of the women
are housewives in Pakistan. As these
h fves obtain no cash rewards, they

water and 37 percent live with proper
sanitation facilities.
The analysis of poverty needs a gender

analysis of the division of resources,
power, work and responsibility hetween

are considered to contribute nothing to
the economy. Housewives are usually de-
pendent on male family members for
their living. They have lower access to
opportunities due to their

women and men in poor hold
Across the world, women face gender in-
issues and are more deprivled

“decline in poverty from 34.56 percent to
22.3 percent between 2001-02 and 2005-
06. However, since 2008 the poverty rate
has increased due to high inflation, low
- economic growth and energy shortages.
Furthermore, the 2010-11 floods further
-mn-rwmm,

- headcount poverty ratio is th
'mmmmm;
mm:mmmmm
m“:wﬂ faced by the
-poor. The poverty of opportunity index
i human deprivations,

than men in terms of access to productive
resources, Women represent a larger por-
among

The correlation between gender and
poverty is & complex issue that is now
being talked about more than ever. The
mwrydhmmmmmuﬂam
the tation L gender Lity

relatively low education levels and other
required technical skills,
In rural households, women mostly
ipate in agriculture-related activi-
ties. The burden of women's time con-
suring work at home increases their
‘time poverty’ and restricts them from
partici ing in i & ting op-
portunities. Although women are key
economic agents, they experience several
hindrances in maximising their efficiency.
For example, they often do not have suf-
ficient access to productive inputs and
face challenges in marketing their goods.

and poverty. Women are more susceptible
wmmmmmemmmum
the allocation of income and access to
productive resources and gender biases

Globally, they own 15 percent of the land,
work longer hours and earn lower wage
rates. They have significant representa-
tion in the informal market and among

Yet,

they have more in-

prevailing in the labour i Usually,
wm'_nendnncthuecmmmmolwgr

gecure jobs and are not protected by
labour dard:

and men prok
their whves from working and take their in-

come, Hence, it becomes difficult for -

women to participate in income-generat-
ing activities.

4 to the human development
index 2012, Pakistan has a GII value of
0.567, which ranks it at mumber 123 out
of 148 countries. Pakistani women hold
21.1 percent of the parliamentary seats
and 18.3 percent of adult women have
reached either secondary or higher level
of education as compared to 43.1 percent
of their male counterparts, For each
100,000 live births, 260 women die due to

lated issues. Female partici-

pation rate in the Iabour market stands.at
22.7 percent as compared to 83.3 for

Mroes a wide range of societies,
women participate in unpaid activities as
d to men. A ding to the

The gender differences in terms of ed-
ucation, nutrition and health are higher
among poorer households. Lack of in-
vestment in the human capital of girls
leads to a chronic cycle of poverty.

Overtime, a number of efforts have
been undertaken to reduce women's
poverty. Increasing investments in agri-

el AP o b 3

mn:lage;nen: md}mv?d.ingijelihmd
opportunities are the major ways to ad-
dress the needs of rural women. Armher-

more popul is

{small loans for poor women who have
no access to the formal banking system).
: , increasing women's sccess Lo
land will help Improve women's eco-
nomic conditions. Women, who own or
control land, can use it as collateral to
obtain credit or generate income for
themselves

can particip

United N; Devel

is il oo
unpaid. The returns to labour are lower

te efficlently in
jucation and

the
training, in :&m the rural and urban

areas, help them earn equal in-
come to their male counterparns. &
The writer is a researcher



Gender and poverty

While nearly rwo-third of the world's poor
are in the Asian and Pacific region, two thurds
of the region’s poor are wormen, And poverty
is particularly acute for women living in rural

AICas

In poor families, the gender division of
labour and responsibilities for household
welfare mean that the burden of proventy falls
most heavily on women. Given gender dis-
parities 1 education, health care, vconomic
paruapauon and incomes, women are the

most vilnerable category

The number of women Ining in poverty
has increased dispropormonately over the
past decade, compared to the number of
men. Male migration in search of work, and
consequent changes m houschold structires,
have placed additiona! burdens on woimnan,
especlly those with several dependents. In
the Asian and Pacific region, the PrOpOTion

Exhibition of rural artis

of households

The

J

Q

M)@Eﬁ ‘,gg' from
20 10 40 percenr, . =

increasing ferfunization of poverty is
niow a4 well known trend. [t has intensified

with the recent Asuan criss, where adjuse-

ment programanes tend o exacerbate
women's hardships, and i1 the ECONOMues in
ransition as a short term ronsequence of
political, economu and soeial transtformanon.,
The dispropertionate number of women
among the puor pose serious constrants to

hutman and socual development because ther

the poverty tr:

KARACHI

children are more hkely
poverty and disadvantage.
political, legal, cultural, econonuc, and social
startus of women

to repeat cvcles of
Improving the

is thus pivotal to escaping

— JAFAR AL,

The Post — January 5, 2007
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Women com

ain of

rising poverty

BY LAMIA Z1A

ISLAMABAD - The menace of ki

poverty mainly concentrates in
rural areas of Pakistan nd wamen
belbngi.ng todifferent Rural Sup-
port Programmes (RSPs) com-
plained about therising incidence
of poverty in their areas.

"We do not a with the offi-
cial circle who (ﬂmm that poverty
i declining in Pakistan as we are
wilhess toits rapid growth, espe-
cially among rural population,”
a woman, im who is partic-
|p.1lin§ in the three-day exhibi-
tion of handicrats by rural arti-
sans organised by Pakistan Pov-

ﬁwm Monday.
aim of the exhibition is to
provide access to the und iv-,

erty Alleviation Fund (PPAF).
day

bedcovers stitched with differ-
et patches of clothes) and all
of household items.

According to the official data,
321 per cent of the population
live below the poverty line in
Pakistan. However. General
Musharraf had claimed that pov-
erty was declining and basis of
his claim was a survey conduct-
ed by the authorities toncerned
of only 464 houscholds

The multilateral donors and
independent analysts believe that
more than 40 per cent s live
below the poverty line in Paki-
stan and is on the rise with every
passing day.

While talking to the women
who had set up stalls at the exhi-
bition, they said that they have
many problems and such exhibi-

ileged communities about the . tions do not facilitate them as the

trade infrastructure and other
services. It also aims to enhance
‘the of rural women and
P them Opportunity to sefl

their t;:rk

All four pravinces inciud.
ing AJK had set up more than 25
stalls erhib:ting hand knitted
w bedsheets, embroidered
suits, ilawls, ralites (local craft as

people do not purchase their
items. These exhibitions have
been organized to show au-
thorities that RSP and CBOs are
helping the poar, they said.
Replying to a question, they
said that poverty and inequality
still exists in the rural and urban
areas where women are not get-
ting their due rights in all re-

The Nation — October 14, 2003

spects. Job opportunities for ed-
ucated vouth are still non exist-
ent; people have no right to get
affordable and quick justice and
thscrimination prevails in the
different policies of government
tor rural and urban areas, they
ad .

Another women, Khalida Bibi,
who had set up the stalf of em-
broidered suits, said that rural
women whomade all these items
are not allowed to come here and
market their work due to strong
customs.

While criticising the rural sup-
port progrommes, she said that
we have no proper place where
we can sell our work and
have vet not achieved its targets.
They are not even able to define
the word poverty, she said.

Later, she felt hesitant in an-
swering guestions when she was
asked about the profit which they
give to the women for their work.

People belonging to various
walks of life visited vanous stalls
and lauded the work bu‘; \'m
few purchased anything

it r',ly of huwﬂﬂ
at the exhibition as ional hand-

icrafts always attract them.
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Omﬁﬂﬁnhoooooreoeaan

20

ilsstallatEmpressMaMSaddar.tobeablemmakemomytosgppnrther

R —m 2
family. The demand for dry fruits has gone down significantly since the beginning of spring. PHOTO: PRI

A woman has set up a dry fru

ng from hand to rnouth
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Poverty greater burden on women, says WHO

KARACHL: Thete is a growing realisation thit,

deri of poverty with ﬁwan?mmﬂmr
fh:lhﬂi&ut‘;ﬂmhﬂm the 1.2 billion
people living below the poverty. line in the world

of World

ke E:m)wmﬁmnmﬂﬁ
In most Joping mmmdu-
advantaged i um'gwha‘;a wﬁi&kﬂ_}a
oppormunities ) sig-
e, e e e e

. and impairs thei status,
e i‘m of women often inhib-

i is highly endemic in Pakistun,
#ttacking u! least 1% m’;:npnhﬂm directly with
_ _‘yﬁfmﬂedkmciddmcc rate -of 171 per 100.000
every year. As g debilitating disease, tuberculosis
an dnve families ino & perpetual poverry tap
from which i is difficult w0 ame“?: Malaria has a
et e
OIIIC growt ¥
fhe relationship betweea malaria and poverty is at

L]
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gl‘mmuh.whisdais:;u: ey -
¥s of an agriculur mn about
days’ work for similar hms in Pakistan. Twenty-
two million pe wotldwide have now died of
HIV/AIDS and the number is ex to rise con-
siderably from its current level of three million per
pushing the m ised sectians of these
mhﬁmnwoabjeclmm-.d\emad :
Every year in the devel ing world 12.2 mil-
i die before reaching their fifth birth-
works out to wround of the under-
worldwide. Most of these deaths are
causes and can be preventsd
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financial and physical inputs. :
: d.mE.,.- iz i Asiz

include protein-eneryy mrhaGili. ot microry.
trient deficiency mm’.i in anssimia, vitamin A
deficiency and fodine deficiency. These condi-
Bions, with reduced breast-feeding and fow-
birth wei 1, are often associated with poverty and
poor health, apd lead to loug-term deficits in cog-
pition and school achievement. The interaction
between nufrition and infection s synergislic
¢ malnutrition resistance 19 infac-
tion, and the laner n ively affects mutritional
siluy, The caloric intake requirenient defined in
terms of a food poverty line reflecting the mini-
mum food expenditure neccssary is estimated in
Pakistn at 2250 calories per person, or 2,450
scalones per adult equivalent in rural areas and
2,150 calories per adult g?uiwlem i urban greas.
This gives a proportion of individuals/
\;:\xe incmlnc ar -.mmbl:im l:v;zl s{‘"’ hcl;w
the poverty hine ranging berween and 35%.
Caloric-based poverty doubled from 174% in
I?B'.;a?hm 30% in 199920?0 it said. A
fith the current annua ation
nearly 2.2%, Mhm‘mhﬁaﬁiﬁm-
by is 142 million, will double in spproximateiy 33

i iummii concrete measures are taken 1o contain
1

relatively low level of ¢ 1¥e preva-
'lamrmtﬂ‘g} L

: ontracept
ng at 28%. 3 tok) .

mte of 4.8 and a high uninet need for

8t 8%, Pakistan peeds a 163 to cifec- -
: tsaitl,

tively gddress this social challenge, the

A way out of this problem can e in imple-

meation
scctoral.

wud expansion of an integraed muiti-

a9 §. hemenem'mﬁy
‘PP 8l 8 mecting of 1 rumental
clopment wigsmy for the liegzh Sector

" beld under the chairmanship of the Sindh

forHealh, Ay Hisci

aﬁpﬁfmﬁffﬂmhﬂntwhdhﬁrdtﬁc
population of the area of operation through a multi-
sectoral approach, coupled with community

ty or[l’i‘l"'e‘ and resultanty

ing the replication phase the progranume
was expanded mThi: entire Schwan taluka through
nschemeu:gpm-edaumdm 7.5 million in
October lzﬁmfyingthewmlmﬂ
ownership of the govemment of Sindh in this ini-

© ¢

.@?ﬂﬂﬂﬁf\(\hﬁﬁf\ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ
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; since 1997 thanked the  Sindh
%‘ of Health for actively conam?
WHO and the local communitias and -

ly owning the me since 2001, which had

bemmiuimmdthwminmimmﬂ:
of Schwan, efforts for the control of malaria and
-Mm%“;.lim'sm
tional training centres hacheen set up in an effor w
; flnnllﬁ"‘pughs&kim
m!hm-oﬂmkulrtm)mmm

: on the healls indicators. Fe stressed tht if
'the true requirements of the Srmyunity can be
- identified, major cutputs can be hisved with mig.
baal infss, aecording o the repy
Shahid Husain, Daily Times — October 4. 2003

http://www.hakikazi .org/zwp/poverty in z.htm
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‘Poverty major caus
Our comespondent

CHARSADDA: Poverty, unemployment, class-
hased system and lack of education among
winen about their rights are the major causes
of domestic violence against women

This was the crux of the conchuding session
of & lwoday district Jevel workshop jointly or-
ganised by Jobs Creating Development Soct
ety and Thafus, Lahore, here on Wednesday

Member Provinclal Assembly Arshad Khan,
district councillors, palitical and social work-

International Women's l)ey is cel-

ebrated in many countries around
the world to recognise wosnen s
achievements without regard to
divisions, whether national, eth-
or political.

It is an occasion for looking
back on past struggles and acvom-
plishments, and more importantly,
for looking ahead to the
potential and opportunities that
await future generations of

Screening of 15 minutes docu-
mentary film ‘Sinf aur Ghurbat'
{Gender and Poverty) directed by
Dr. Perveen aims to

sensitise people wender
discrimination its effects on

L

violence. The event would
be held =
- today (Thursday) at Sa

Dawn — March 6, 2008

ers, newsmen and lag# )
longing to all walks oS3
shop.

Director JCDS, Ali Akbar while addressing
on the nceasion stressed the need for aware:
ness and empowerment of women by engag:
ing them in different activities like, skill train-
ing, education and awareness about their
rights. He said that women were confronting
numerous problems but they have shut thelr
our eves and ears o hear thelr cries.

Imtiaz Ali and Sadia briefed the partici-

pants gbout the performance of Thafuz by

. providing legal support to vietims of domestic

violence.

They said to have registered 200 per cemt
rise in violence againgt women, while 50 per
cent educated women fell victim to domestic
violence. They claimed that 408 cuses of burn-
ing wnmen were registered in last year

Al Akbar was elected as distriet coordina-
tor, while Farmanullah and Sahiha ficram were
elected conveners. MPA Arshad Khan was
nominated sarperast-e-Aala.

The News — October 24, 2003




Being callous

Fighting parents
cite poverty reasons
to dump children

These six minor
children left at Edhi
Foundation shelter
home because they
were unwilling to-
raise them

@ RABIA ALT

come back to take me home,"”
*Umer, the eldest of six sib-
lings, sadly told everyone who
asked him if he wanted to go
home. After crying for many
hours, he stopped and sought
comfort in a yellow toy car at
an unfamiliar place where he
and his minor siblings would
now begin their new life.

The six children were left
behind at the Edhi Centre in
Mithadar, as their parents
iwere unwilling to raise them.
The foundation's spokesperson
[Anwar Kazmi told The Express
Triburte that the children's par-
lents, Zubaida and Irshaad, did
not want to live together any-
more and were reluctant to
raise them as they were poor.
“The woman has gone to live
with her parents and has re-
fused to keep the children cit-
ing financial constraints. The
man, on the other hand, said
he could not raise them on his
own," he said.

The only option left for them
was to leave the children at the
shelter home. On Monday, the
children arrived at the centre
in shabby clothes and starv-
ing. Umer, 7, cried the most
as the parents bid them adieu -
probably the only one who un-
derstood what was happening.

A day later, the children,
properly fed, washed and
dressed in warm clothes,
played with plastic balls and
toy cars at the TV lounge of
their new home. The youngest
of the lot, an eight-month-old
girl cried for someone to pick
her up as the others were too
preoccupied with their new
toys. Two of them quickly tired
and went for a nap.

The Expr

The children come from
a family where the mother
was frequently subjected to
domestic violence and where
the yvoung ones had witnessed
it with their eyes.

“My father used to beat my
mother with a roller and scis-
sors. She was bleeding,” said
*sarah, 6. The fights remains
etched in her memory. "Armmumi
locked the door from the out-
side and then went away,"” she
continued.

The children, who lived with
their parents in Quaidabad,
said that they did not go to
school.

Kazmi confirms the man's
violent behaviour, "Irshaad
was jobless and would not
work in one place. He often
subjected the wife to violence,”
said Kazmi.

PP ihe mother savs
she cannot keep

the children due'to
financial constraints.
The father said he
cannot raise thhem

on his own

Edhi Foundation spokesperson
Anwar Kazmi

They tried to sort the mat-
ter out and get police help but
o no avail. Now, the woman
does not want to live with him
anyrmore. 3

Such cases are frequent at the
Edhi Foundation, where after
every two to three momnths,
parents reportedly leave their
children mainly due to domes-
tic fights or poverty.

“Parents who leave their chil-
dren are either too poor or the
husband is a drug addict or
if he remarries, the woman
can't raise them. Sometimes
they come to take them back
but, more often than not, they
continue to live here.”

*Narmes changed to protect identities
of minors

Tribune — Febru 4 15
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Poverty:
mother of
five commits
suicide

SAHIWAL, June 2
mother of five children
mitted suicide because
treme poverty
Nager near Harrapa Rail
Station on Sunday.

Reports said that
Shabeela Kausar (45) of
Faisalabad had contracted
marriage with Ghulam Bari
some 18 years ago. On
Sunday, she sent all her chil-
dren out of the house and
then took her life by hanging
herself with the pillar of the
roof by using her ‘dupata’ as
a rope. Police sent the body
to the DHQ Hospital for an
autopsy.

SHO Rana Asif said the
apparent reason for suicide
looked to be extreme pov-
erty.

Dawn — June 25, 2012

POVERTY

Woman ‘commits suicide’

Poverty drives woman to
commit suicide

THE NEWSPAPER’S
CORRESPONDENT

TAXILA, Dec 7: Being
unable to purchase new
clothes for Christmas for
her daughters, a Christian
woman committed sui-
cide in the limits of Wah
Saddar police station on
Saturday, police said.

They said the woman’s
husband had been unem-
ployed since long.

On Saturday, her two
daughters (aged 6 and 3)
demanded new clothes
for Christmas at which
the woman became se-
verely distressed. She

Dawn — December

sent her children to the
neighbours’ house and
locked herself in a room.

Later, her husband
found the house locked
from inside, and after
breaking the door down,
found the woman’s body
hanging from a ceiling
fan.

Neighbours and other
relatives collected a do-
nation to meet the burial
expenditure.

They told the police
that the family had not
paid rent for the past two
months and had been in
distress for long,

2013

TAXILA. A poverty-stricken woman allegedly committed
suicide in Taxila on Friday. The police said 29-year-old
Nau.reen comrmitted suicide after hanging herself from
a ceiling fan in her house. The family had been reel-
ing under poverty as the husband of the deceased was
had been jobless for many months, neighbours said.
Naureen married Javaid Joseph seven years back and
they have two daughters, Ayesha, 6, and Anny, 3. The
woman reportedly sent them to a neighbour’s house
before hanging herself, the police said. Neighbours told
the police that the family had been unable to pay rent
for the_house they were living in. The police lodged a
Case. OUR CORRESPONDENT

The Express Tribune — December 8. 2013



Pregnant woman drinks acid
over electricity bill

NNI
FAISALABAD

On being blamed for extensive electricity bills by husband, a pregnant
mother of four consumed acid yesterday and died. Miraculously she
gave birth to a healthy baby before dying.

Tragedy struck after a woman could not take her unemployed
husband’s nipping barbs over an electricity bill that they could not pay.
“Samina, a resident of Kosarabad neighbourhood, unduly drew fire from
her spouse after the power utility slapped them with a bill of Rs. 4500,”
a private television channel reported Wednesday. Her husband taunted
her that she was responsible for the bill because she did show any care
towards saving power. “She was accused of wasting electricity by not
switching off the lights and fans running unnecessarily,” sources said.

The mother of four could not take this uncalled-for humiliation at

the hands of her jobless partner and consumed acid to end not one but -

two lives — she was full-term pregnant.

Miraculously, Samina delivered a healthy baby boy at Allied Hospital
of Faisalabad. ..before dying.

Sources further added that the relatives of the deceased Samina do
not want to take any legal action against her husband.

The Nation — October 15, 2015

R o

]

_3 e B AR .
RAWALPINDI: People buying subsidised “atta’ from ‘Ramazan Sasta Bazasr’ near Committee Chowk. —Khalid Raja

-
-
-
~
-
=
<

=

A
‘|

1

The News — July 23. 2014 -
Yy 1

B2V INVINIIIII2IIINVYVE R UY

DAWN THURSDAY DECEMBER 13, 2012

Poverty affecting

children,

women’s

survival: UN

By Amin Ahmed

ISLAMABAD, Dec 12: Persistent poverty is
putting the survival and development of chil-
dren and women at greater risk, fears a new
UN analysis.

It further deplores that if the present trend
of poverty continues, Pakistan may not be able

Federal Bureau of
d from 158.90 in 2007-

08 to 244.26 in 2010-11.

The report says these negative develop-
ments are expected to increase the number of
poor people in all parts of the country, includ-
ing Punjab, which is home to around 60 per
cent of the cov v’s population

Srating that poverty in Pakistan has always
been higher in rural areas, the situation anal-
¥sis states that in the at of esti of
hmdﬂrmtmﬂyinnlmlmduﬂmnmns,n
is difficult to provide evidence of emerging
W",hm poverty is an estimate
the b of people who

years.

About ttl:e i.mpi:nfnenmﬁnn of 18th
Amendmen ﬂ'l'-‘Uhi_ analysis says that de-
centralisation carries with it many unan-

1! the effect it will have
©n resource allocations for public services, in-

N =3 105N and h 1T8: care hicj' d_i-
mhﬂmm“mofdﬂdmm:woman‘

chal aon Is widespread, reflecting the patriar-

child education, water and sanitation, child
protection, and shelter and information.

These are weighed and combined into a sin-
gle indicative number, a Child Well-being
Index (CWI), for each district. These district
rankings are then mapped for each province
or area. The results indicave thart fully 57 per
cent of the 132 districts, agencies and frontier
regions in the sample return poor results for
child well-being, according to the different
sets of indicators devised for each province in
determining the provincial CWI.

The analysis shows that although child mar-
riage is rechnically i in Palki 70
per cent of girls are married by the age of 18,
and 20 per cent by the age of 13; predictably,
the figures are especially high in rural areas.

Some 264,000 children are found in domes-
tic labour in Pakistan. Most of these children
enter into domestic labour due to poverty and
come from rural backgrounds.

Children and women are bought, sold, “ren-
ted”, or kidnapped to work in organised ille-
gal begging rings. domestic servitude, prosti-
rution and bonded labour.

Tlegal labour agents charge high fees from
parenis with false promises of decent work for
their children, who are later exploited and
subjected to fuorced labour in domestic servi-
tude, unskilled jobs, small shops and other
sectors.

The greatest problem is bonded labour, con-
centrated in Punjab in agriculture and brick
making, which employ school-age children in
arduous work under grueling conditions, it
says.

The most common act of viclence against
women — domestic violence — mostly goes un-
reported. In 2009 only 608 registered cases of

mlhishm.indsehpmams every domain, from
er to r v and the wid-

The *mmder P’
he ° Bap® exists across most well-be-
mwmmﬂmmdﬂ,mm to
:::a;_nm mi:: opportunities; .!'xmquali‘l}‘ within
in education and healthcare. e
Poverty trends in Pakistan suggest
f:“mewhue Poverty increased in all provinces
mm‘:ﬁagf, it was highest in Khyber

At the of the decade

it was 33.62 per cent and
riod it was 41,67 os ooy ” e end of the pe-

It is significant to note g
dence that the inci-
msind?—:m"mwmly irraasedd
200001, 1 Balochistan between 1998.99 and

The analysis breaks new ground in devising

:hﬂwmm according to the realities and

¢ viclence were reported across the
country.

Pakistan also lacks a universal system of
birth registration. Its overall birth registration
rate is believed to be very low; about 30 per
cent even by government’s own reckoning.
Owverall, the well-being of children and women
in Pakistan is viewed in the analysis from a hu-
man rights perspective, with the aim of identi-
fying the segments of the 80-million-strong
child population of Pakistan who are the most
vulnerable.

All too often, despite the periodic gathering
of data through household surveys, the poor-
est and most marginalised communities are
not systematically assessed and are often for-
gotten when national development plans are
laid and resources allocated.

These communities are also the least likely
to have a voice in global and national decision-
making forums.

Disaggregating national data to identify
these groups and assess the factors that ex-
clude them is fundamental to designing equi-
table solutions, according to the analysis.

Dawn — December 13. 2012
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Rural women ¢
can helpend o
global poverty, -
hunger: UN

ISLAMABAD: On the occa-
" sion of International Women's
z > ~~  Day, UN Women Executive
4_,/:,1-);’[.;_,(!:;1: I (‘l_LrI Director Michelle Bachelet, in
. o her message on Wednesday, said,
e Sk P 34('4.! K “Unleashing the potential of rural
Pakistin —— Funuary-10.2012 women will make a major contri-
bution to ending poverty and

n_ o= hunger across the world.”
Chrlstlne Lagarde This year, the United Nations
Entity for Gender Equality and
Managing director of the IMF the Empowerment of Women
(UN Women), along with the
entire UN system, will be com-
memorating International
Women's Day today (Thursday)
around the theme ‘Empower
Rural Women - End Hunger and
Poverty'. A sustainable future can
only be reached by women, men
and young people enjoying equal-
ity together. While women have
taken many positive steps for-
ward in legal rights, educationay
i achievements, participation in
public life, and more women are
. - 7 surviving childbirth and can plan
’, ln too ma-rl)’ for their families, ineguality still
- o rsists. Nowhere are disparities
LOUl'ltI‘IE‘S, tUO l‘nan}f Ed barriers greater than in rural

areas for women and girls where

legal I'i:‘SU'lCt]OI'lS they work long hours with little

or no pay and produce a large pro-

C()I'ISI_)H‘E‘ ZlgalIlSt portion of the food grown, espe-

cially in subsistence agriculture.

women t{] bt‘ The inequalities worsen in access

to social services, land and other

eCOI'lUITliL‘aﬂy act]\;’e productive assets. STAFF REPORT

The Express Tribune — February 27, 2015 Dailv Times — March 8. 2012

ts used papers to earn her livelihood, near the railway station. as»

LARKANA: A gypsy woman coll
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economic
national

the

Renuwned columnist and for-
mer principal of Gordon College

Prof Khwaja Masud, who chaired

Even otherwise it was women's
ecade, he said, asking the gov-

He reminded that women
es as they do not provide emment tu take all measures o

equal men in the population and

in producing
wealth,

the discussion, urged the govern-
ment to include women’s input in

“usually organising statistics, to reflect
the lowest paid and are termed the true situation in

as unskilled.

give women a fair chance and

equal opportunities.

activities,

doing

primarily
e service

the social sector ally have.
recognised as a spe-

the cdalised skill, and that is never

Forum here marketed.

in
where they are

.

property right, she

Their proficiency in
things is not

industries they lack access to
Women woarkers are
In her estimate poor women
hav-a not benefited from the new d
polici
women the same access or con-
trol over resources as men gener-

credit and

employed, and in th

Lis
is

touch

to the Quaidi- said

women. Women's work

Afiya Shehrbano
he tragic inci-
dent that
claimed 30
women and

children’s lives in the
Faizan-e-Madina stam-
N pede over the weekend,
is in many ways reflec-
tive of the vulnerability of the weak-
est in society. The fact that the
mosque was unsafe due Lo lack of sd-
equate exits is us criminal as the pre-
vention of crucial assistance 1o the fe-
male victims by rescue workers
because they were non-mehrans.
The state has allowed religion, like
the economy, to become privatised
without safeguards of xocial security
and thus, has abdicated all responsi-
bility towards this end. Also, in the
systemic cycle of vinlence against
women, if men are nol the perpeira-
tars then they are at hest, impotent
spectators of women who are strug-
wling for their lives
Religion has hecome a survival
strategy for many wonen, particularly
thuse seeking dignity in a life devoid
of uny social or political importance
With increasing liberalisation and
on, social services and pro-
tection are pon-existent and spiritual
sanctuary is the onlv path where the
youth and women can find compensa-
tion and promise for & better after-life.
On a structural level, studies on
feminisation of poverty have shown
that low labour force participation
and lack of recounition of female con-
tribution 1o the national income are
causes for spiralling female poverty.
The impact of globalisation has
meant high redundancy rates which
edge women ont of production both
due to lack of technological skills but
most often because of cultural olsta-
cles, which make women's access Lo
meaningful employment inipossible
This means women sink into the
unorganised scctors, domestic em-
plolmm and home-based work,
which are low paying and exploita-
tive. Further, according to Siddigui
and Siddigui (199%), earning differ-
entials between men and women in
:hezl;bom mnr:u:l in Pakistan are up
0 20 per cent because is-
crimination, iy
These are all classic assessmoents
of the feminisation of poverty and in
addition there is analysis, which looks
at the inequality of women's partici-
pation in decisivn-making and in-
equitable access to institutional credit
. markets and hnieal skill

of i eam develapment.
have been influential but almost o a
fault. Internationa! agencies and
donors have found ‘gender’ & comve-
nient and separate ‘sector’ that has
become an appendage to nearly all
programmes be it agriculture,
poverty, health or environment. While
all economie, social and political sys-
tems impact women differently from
men due to patriarchal pre-determu-
nants, yei the segregated approach to
development is, one fears, further
preventing & holistic integrated ap-
proach to change.

This 15 n to suggest that affirms-

On a structural level,
studies on feminisation of
poverty have shown that
low labour force
participation and lack of
recognition of female
contribution to the
national income are
causes for spiralling
female poverty. The
impact of globalisation
has meant high
redundancy rates which
edge women out of
production both due to
lack of technological
skills but most often
because of cultural
obstacles, which make
women's access to
meaningful employment
impossible

tive action doesn’'t work. In the case
of micro-credit facilities, South Asian
wumen have been beneficiaries of the
Girameen Bank in Bungladesh and
Kashf Foundation in Pakistan in a
pathsbreaking manner. These credit
facilities huve enabled and empowered
women because the vision behind the

or just basic education in our case.
i &nﬂm one hand, women develop-
ment workers have fought for the

‘recogiriition of wumen's Issues as part

prog clearly linked women's
social disadvantage 1o lack of financial
access and decision-making.
Micro-credit hag been moat guc-
cessful where it has been sustained by

raising and empowerment
sirategies for women. Not only does
this assist the lenders towards a
meaningful investment of the princi-
pal but women's borrowing habits
show a rend towards communal own-
ership and reinvestment towards fam-
ily betterment.

However, the trouble with micro-
credit programmes is that they leave
the burden of poverty on the poor.
While they facilitate some upward
muobility from absolute puverty, they
reinforce the notion that the state is a
neutral faciitator, rather than the per-
petuator of free market policies that
led to the increasing burden of
poverty in the first place. it also post-
pones the inevitable stroctural ques-
tion of women and land ownership,
which is also a cultural and religious
issue than simply an econumic one.

The concept of poverty alleviation
is such a seil-defesting one when you
consider that in effect it suggests
merely mitigating or easing the crush-
ing weight of poverty off the majority
of the peaple. Imagine il we called it
‘violence alleviation’ wherehy we ac-
knowledge that there is bound to be
tremendous violence at state and do-
mestic levels, let's just alleviate it a
licthe. It's alsa not enough to suggest,
as in the Jeffery Sachian thesis, that
the "End of Poverty' means ending of
‘extreme’ poverty only.

Ultimately, so far all the develop-
ment goals and formula have de-
pended on either aid or the good will
of rich nations. This ‘enlightened
globabsation’ is essentially face-saving
for capitalism and an effort to ermbie
it tu work by encoul to
Jjump on board the waves of globalisa-
tion or (not in =0 many words), sink.

It's a bit like saying enlightened
racism or benevolent patriarchy would
improve the lot of minorities and
women il they just accepted the
premise of inequality on which these
systems are bused

The poor have to realise that while
we carve out agendas for their better-
ment, systemic poverty suits not only
the rich nations’ leadership but all pow-
erful groups within them. Apart from
political will and economic restructur-
ing of expenditure on the social sector,
there is an urgent need for land reforms
and i i ing social security.

If not, the poor and particularly the
pourest (women and children) are
going to sink not just further below
the paverty line bul into a sanctuary
that is as unworldly as the unreal
utopia that globalisation promises us,

The writer is a sociologist based in
Karachi. She has a background in
women's studies and hes sathored and
edited I books on g
Eml‘]:lﬂymm,m.‘

ISLAMABAD, April 20: All the undervalued
talk of women em

Her observation made in the
course of a presentation on the
status of women started an

Ms Fatima argued that the

engaging discussion at

The News — April 11, 2006

strata as the govermment’s eco-
Islamabad Cultural

on Fridav.

hollow for the women of the poor
nomic policies hardly

Azam University research schol-
ar Noor Farima.

them,
the
alised
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cycle of women

Breaking the povert

v O

Nepal,

Bangladesh, India and Pakistan will par-

Participants of the network from
Non-Formal Science Education and Pop- fticipate in the meeting,

April, 2006. The meeting will be held in
UNESCO headquarters, Paris,

ularization of Science from 10th to 12th
the PSF Auditorium, Islamabad.

UNESCO

CCT Project “Breaking the Poverty cycle
of Women: Empowering the Adolescent
Girls to become the Agents of Social
Transformation™ Pakistan Science Foun-
dation in collaboration with most and
UNESCO is organizing Third Internation-
al Meeting of Sub-Regional Network of

ISLAMABAD: Under the

2006

Post — April 1
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‘Empower women to
curtail poverty’

Our correspondent

LAHORE: The public and
private sector should joint-
ly take initiatives on edu-
cation and increase equal
employment opportunities
for women in country to
minimise poverty level.

These views were ex-
pressed by the experts in
Jang Economic Session
on ‘Role of women in
poverty alleviation and
employment generation’,
here Thursday. The ex-
perts were Prof Mussarat
Abid, Erum Shaheen Ma-
lik, Saeeda Nazar, Qaisra
Sheikh, Farah Naz Naqvi
and Fatima Qamar while
the session was medi-
ated by Sikandar Lodhi.
Prof Mussarat Abid said
that women were playing
a vital role in economic
empowerment of their
families and country’s de-
velopment. She said Paki-
stani woman was poverty-
affected and not getting
health and education basic
facilities. She called for
change in attitude towards
women and need to provide
them equal opportunities
to progress in all spheres
of life. She stressed the
need of women capacity
building for their better
economic contribution,

Frum Shaheen Malik

said that equal education
should be provided to
women along with promo-
tion of vocational and skill
development courses both
in rural and urban areas.
She said various organi-
sations individually were
working on it and provid-
ing education to the lower
segment. She called for
increase in women wages,
free education and health
facilities.

Saeceda Nazar said
women were economical-
ly dependent on men. She
said men support was vital
for women to handle so-
cial and economic issues.
She said women work did
not include in GDP calcu-
lation as they were getting
less wages than men. She
said government support
was required for women
empowerment and in-
dependence. She called
for separate statistics of
women share in economic
development.

Qaisra Sheikh said that
Pakistani women were
experts in stitching and
embroidery but there was
a need to provide better
vocational training to rural
women to provide them
better employment oppor-
tunities. She said employ-
ment and independence
would not only make them

integral part of society but
also create an economi-
cally strong country. She
said that Women Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
was training woman entre-
preneurs to improve qual-
ity of their products for
marketing at international
level.

Farah Naz Naqgvi said
educated women could
produce civilised na-
tion; so women education
should be made compul-
sory and initiatives should
be taken at both public
and private level to pro-
vide quality education to
them. She said that change
of mindset and educa-
tion was vital for poverty
eradication. Fatima Qamar
said that Pakistani society
was under the influence
of Indian culture due to
which both economic and
social issues were growing
along with artificial pomp
and show. She called for
adopting simplicity to
resolve issues. She said
education would empower
women about their rights
and employment would
provide them indepen-
dence. She said western
culture should not be fol-
lowed blindly; importance
of simplicity should be
highlighted and made part
of syllabus.

The News — August 17, 201
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IsLAMABAD—Sahar Ali, Country
Represenrative Pakistan, Panos
Sauth Asia said that a Poverty Re-
duction StrategyPaper (PRSP) is a
document that sets out an analysis
of poverty in a country and defines
strategry for reducing 1, based on
consultations with different stake-
holders.

She stated this in her opeming
remarks while welcoming the par-
ticipants to a Nationsl Roundtable
diatogue, yoimlby ed by Panos
South Asia and Uks Women's and
Resource and Documentation cen-
e here.

Sahar Al) said that PRSP pro-
cesses are highly political and full
of controversial debates and diffi-
cult decistons.

It 15 not always casy for jour-
nalists to uncover and report the sto-
nesinvolved Much informaton on
PRSP, where avariable, 15 provided
by groups involved in the process:

governments, non-govenunent or-
ganizations (NGOs), the World
Bank and the intemational Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

She asked do ordinary people
aware of the challenges ar stake in
dhscussions on dealing with poverty.
and governments have communica-
tion strategyes Ui involve the pub-
lic? Journahsts can bndge the gap
between the interests of policy mak-
ers and the real daily concerns of
the social groups PRSPs awe sup-
posed 10 address, investigating the
issucs, making them accessible, re-
porting key stories and creating a
platform rl":.u' inclusive public de-
bate

She added that there are many
ways of defining and measuring
paverty. This is an important debate
because policy solutions ina PRSP
will depend on how poverty 15 de-
scnibed.

The simple measure is the num-
ber of peopie surviving on lcss than
US $ | aday. More than 190 coun-

Pakistan

ed the UN's Mil-
lennium Development Goals
(MDGs) that include a target to
have the number of e living
on less than this amount by 2013.

Sahar observed that Subsis-
tence farmers do not work for a
wa{gc. Basic needs, include access
to food, water, shelter and clothing.
UN'’s Human Development Index
looks at quality of life including
access 1o education, health systems
and credit. Human security s an-
other vital importance for the sur-
vival of the puople.

Eminent Scholar and Joumal-
15t Syed Talat Hussain , Director
Curremt Affairs, Agj TV, acted as
moderator in the first session. Oth-
crs who made their preseniations
were Dr. Pervez Tahir, Chuef Econo-
mist, Planning Commission of Pa-
kistan, Imran Rizvi Commumnicaton
Consultant, KZR, Jon Barnes,
Panos London and Meher Marker
Nashirwwam, Co-ordinator Shirkat
Cizh Karachi

bserver — July 23. 2005
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ISLAMABAD—Living in a
single room along with three
children and a handicapped hus-
band on the outskints of
[slamabad citv. Shamim Akhtar,
2. sobbing and crving with
porerty and hunger ar last
turned inte an entrepreneur
throigh ctght vears of constant
struggle.

The dars were not so bad
for her some \ears bach when
her husband was & pris ate.em-
ploree in Islamabad but an ill-
fated event rendered him hand-
capped. unabling him to carn
bread and butter for the famil

Shrugging off all the social
tabocs and odds. she opened up
a small shop. now commonly
Anown as “Mami Jee's Shop” in
her small localits on Khanna
road in an atmosphere of hostil-
ity and compelition

Through hard work and po-
liteness she surpassed other
shopheepers and was able to
raise adequate funds 1o build a
small house and getting her

than rupees two hun
sand.

After receiving a 4y
25000 from revolving fund o
Islamabad Capital Territory.
Women Development Wing
some years back. she put up gro-
cery items on sale al competi-
tive prices and gradually filled
up her shop with items required
by the people including foot-
wear, At oge stage her brother
pressurised her to close the shop
as he said “it is shameful for the
family”. She humbly replied “is
it not shameful for the family
secing my children and handi-
capped husband dying of hun-
ger and nobody extending a
helping hand”.

Now her two children. in-
cluding the youngest boy of 7
have started studying in a

nearby school while her handi-
capped husband. once a desper-
ate man had started extending
possidle help to her working
wife and the children.—APP

Pakistan Observer — February 8, 199
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D LAHORE: Mahrukh Mir s  young
g in her early 205 and is ookurg
D after her family. Currently, she is

& monthly salary of
> J mmm*ﬂhm
By oo
tute ’ ‘ :
> mem

, She is one of the six dsughters
2 of & widow who raised them from
b ) & meagre rent she got every year
from the small agricultural land of
her husband. After doing her inter-
mm“m mﬁd“ ukh joined the g}lﬂ

run on Zaka
P9 which provides free o cost market.
skills training only to the
poor who can nat afford to bear

are in fact also provided a monthly
stipend of Rs1.000 quring the
traning

course, _
Aﬁermmkﬁonafher._cmm,
worked as an intemee for
thﬂ!ﬂﬁhsﬂtlbmlcumpany[u
get on-job Lraining, She was paid
stipend dhring her internship s
well. After ing her intern-
ship, she and two of her class fel.

low girls from the i
wtl same institute

expenses, These trainees  salary

Mahrukh Mir

Joined anather organisation where
she is getting Rs15,000 monthly

She said her family lives in a
rented house. The monthly rent is
Rs2,500, She said that her mother
had 1o sell the agricultural land to
marty her elder sisters, “Now the
entire family of two sisters and my
mother depend on my income,”
she said, adding that one of her
sisters is deaf and cannot speak
while the other is doing her gradu-
alion

Shie said she also oblained her
BA degree during her service. Her
computer skills helped her to move
ahead in her carcer. She is looking
ghead to an even better futupe.

Marukh is not the only il
s been able to improve the

. quy of life of her family. Suﬂs'_

training has transformed the [ife of
families of several girls who got the
chance to learn these skills free of
cost from PYTC institutes. Their
families could not afford to bear:
expenses of training and most of |
them might have lived in extreme
poverty had they not acquired mar-
ket-based skills They now stand a !
chance to move shead inlife.
Here are some examples. |
Sumaira Iqbal who is daugirer of
an handicapped person and be-'
longs to a poor family. She has got |
traning s clinical assistant and is
currently serving as first air nurse
in & reputable English school’
drawing a salary of Rs10,000 per
month. She has three sisters and:
two brothers. Her younger:
brother after doing computer op-
erator course is drawing Rs,000
per month to supplement her ef-|
forts. :
Nasreen Hanif, having com-
puter skills, is drawing Rs10,000
per month, Mubashra, trained in:
auto-catalysis [n 2007, is drawing,
Rs1 1,000 and makes drawings for
an aluminum f She supplet:
rents her f; ncome; dram.
Shahzad, who passed out in 2002
a8 computer gperator, is drawing .
Rs11,000 per month. |
The News — April 15,2009




Poor women show their

entrepreneurial s

tbne Ahmad
Rawaipindi

s in Ramazan

initially op-

posed me support me now. [ am

e market negr Lal Haveli
village shop. This visit

Rozeena 44, who cooks ‘sri-

She is the only family's bread payay'
ngsitting winner. “With Ramazan bless- Raw.
y side with well-off ings, selling fruits helps sustain

women running boutiques my fami

there. She was very gentle with cult

getting more than what my job
in Kamal in village school was giving me.”

year during Ramazan used to Abad along with her,two kids.

set up a stall in Tench Bhatta

p continues even in Ramazan. “T

empow- treat my work very seriously. I

big dreams for take pride in what I do, I don’
goats own sense of instinct and gut

ling at the grass inavacant feel. Those who

adds, caressing slip on quality. I have built my
plot near Fazal Town market.

" she
pr.as the silky skin of one of her

Fouzia, a widow, sells fruit

proudly showing off her six for her
goats as her three sons jum

ry happy,” says Jannat Mai, enda

5

prefersto go to 'beaming with satisfaction and from
Pirwadhai nibb

at 10 every mom-

g, and sits in front of a shop

family resides.
“I recall my brave neighbour

ng economical dresses around excitedly. ‘I feel
Shagufta Begum 70, who every items in a ‘chaabri’

time. wom by women. She exchanges ered and I have
colleagues there, until

to prepare gossip with her other women the future

g vegetables selli
days, along with two kids

-speaking in Nasir Colony near Railway

Karim Bibi's life is not a she has to return to
They sella Line.

for ‘Sehri’, performs her house- Rather than waste time at ve
"hdld chores and then departs- home Nusrat
 fop Saddar. There she goes to Raja Bazaar

Although Rawalpindi womendo Chota Bazaar where she sitson in

enjoy private and government the roadside sellin
ries her family’s meals for ‘Iftari’.

ally Raziq, her husband - jobless

the She then goes home
uring the month of Ramazan. these

however,

are mostly unlettered but show comfortable one. She lives with where her

their business skills especi

Jobs, sit in higher positions in till two hour before ‘Iftar’
d

politics;
of another kind of women who

Rawalpindi markets tell sto
Most of them are plain

down-to-earth kind.

near

Iftari’

for

alpindi Sabzi Mandi says:
“Women are an integral part of
in diffi- urban economy, offering easy

we have scarce food access to a wide range of goods
They run everything from

bach- schools to garments shops to

, comes from hervil- beauty parlours, earthenware to

orced to skip meals,” and services in public spaces.

ly. Otherwise,
Raheela, who has got a

r degree

fimes
age to Rawalpindi every week- items like mine.”

gs she was an example of saysshe,

oman-power at its peak,” says

garments stall there Arif Hussain living in that area. elo

“I love goat-rearing. I am |

customers. Whatever her earn-  and are f

'

As in countless poor house- Bazaar to eke out a livi

ar, vegetables, holds she has shared the finan- side b

she goes to Chaklala Market, in
where she attends to her w

ily budget with her husband.

var- cial burden of running the fam

Talking to these women in Raziq looks after the kids when

markets is an unforgettable ex-

perience in itself,
Razia Bibi's day begins early makeshift

in the morning. She wakes up to earn some money for the day.

fruits to prepared food and

variety of items from women
ied crockery.

and children’s we

The News — July 1, 2015
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Feminisation of Poverty

Tahira Abdullah — DAWN 17 February, 2013

“WHAT comfortable stereotypes we have created: ‘It is men
who carry the major burden of economic work on this planet.
They are the breadwinners. Women’s work carries no ec(mgmi;,
value.’ Such work may be essential but banish the thought that
it should ever enter national income accounts, or even surface
in separate satellite accounts. What a successful conspiracy to
reduce women to economic nonentities.” — Dr Mahbub-ul Hagq

It is a well-masked secret that in Pakistan, poverty and hunger have a fe-
male face. Sometimes, the mask slips, as happened during a federal min-
ister’s presentation to international donors and creditors at the Pakistan
Development Forum a decade ago. I was present, shell-shocked. Thus, the
world found out that three-quarters of Pakistan’s abject absolute poor are
women and girls, i.e. for every four Pakistanis in poverty, three are wom-
en/girls.

Those at the helm of power in the Federal Ministry of Finance, especially
its Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper secretariat and the Planning Com-
mission know this, but need to keep up the pretence of ignorance, to justify
inaction. In fact, despite our right to information (Article 19-A), the finance
ministry now even withholds from Pakistani citizens the national data on
the poverty head count, by eliminating this vital information from the an-
nual Pakistan Economic Survey (PES).

Itis public knowledge that there is chronic intra-government disagreement,
between the Planning Commission and finance ministry, on the definitions
of poverty (inter alia, income poverty and daily calorific intake), its calcula-
tion methods and incidence. A respected former chief economist paid the
price for his courageous refusal to endorse the then finance-cum-prime
minister’s fudging of poverty head count figures, by arbitrarily changing
the definitions and goalposts.

In the wilful absence of government data, academic research is utilised.
The Oxford Poverty Research Institute and UN data parallel that of a num-
ber of highly respected, credible Pakistan-based research organisations,
particularly the Mahbub-ul Haq Human Development Centre and the So-
cial Policy and Development Centre.

From their independent research publications, poverty estimates are ex-
trapolated, showing multi-dimensional poverty between 51-54 per cent of
the population, and below-Rs200-a-day poverty ranging between 65-75
per cent.

The result of the Sustainable Development Policy Institute and the UN's
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collaborative national survey on food insecurity is alarming at 52 per cent;
while food inflation has ranged between 18-25 per cent over the past five
years. Even the government admits: “persistence of high double-digit in-
flation... has become intolerable;... it hurts the lowest income groups most,
as 50-60 per cent [of their] expenditure is on food”.

And: “rich-poor gap increased in urban Pakistan ... [The] poor before price
increases may now be on verge of hunger and malnutrition, and those who
were barely above the poverty line may have slipped back into poverty”
(PES 2011).

The female/male poverty ratio of 3:1 is shameful. Taken together with Dr
Mahbub-ul-Haq’s quantification of the Poverty of Opportunity Index at over
40 per cent (1990s), and the continuing gendered dimensions of multiple
deprivations, including hunger, under-nutrition/malnutrition, ill-health,
illiteracy, unemployment, unremunerated/ uncounted labour, inadequate
shelter, absence of basic utilities; added to gender-based violence, injustice,
social exclusion and powerlessness — the emerging picture is not pretty.

The evidence clearly shows that women experience poverty differently and
are worse off than men in poverty, additionally suffering lack of documen-
tation, assets ownership, creditworthiness, information, mobility, a triple
burden of unremunerated work, lack of control over remuneration where
it does exist; lack of recognition of women-headed households; ghettoisa-
tion, exploitation and lack of benefits for women rural agricultural workers
and urban home-based workers — exclusion from the formal, organised
sector labour force as defined.

That is just the tip of the iceberg of the outrage that is the feminisation of
poverty in Pakistan. But does anyone care? And why should anyone care?
Women and girls comprise around 48 per cent of our population and,
as equal citizens, are entitled to equality of opportunity and of outcome,
through affirmative action, as enshrined in the constitution’s Fundamental
Rights and Principles of Policy.

This requires not just token monthly charitable handouts as meagre so-
cial protection and vote-insurance actions, but actual longer-term poverty
eradication measures.

These include, starting with assets ownership, a minimum of one acre
of agricultural land per rural woman and joint title ownership of family
assets, leading to creditworthiness; increased food security through en-
hanced investments in agriculture, livestock, agribusiness, agri-extension
training and inputs; revised inclusive definitions of women agricultural
and home-based workers in the labour force, leading to their registration
and eligibility for social security, health and education benefits; and inclu-
sion of women'’s contribution to GDP. We need to demonstrate that we do
care, as we should...
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